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COUNCIL OF STATE DEBATES 

(OFFICIAL BEPORT OF THE FIFTEENIlf SESSION OF THE FOURTH COUNCIL 

OF STATE) 

VOLUME 111—1943 

COUNCIL OF STATE 

Monday i 15th November, 1943 

The Council met in the Council Chamber of the Council House in New Delhi 
at Eleven of the Clock, being the First Day ol‘ the Fifteenth Session of th(i Fourth 
Council of State, pursuant to section 63-D (2) of the Goverruneut of India Act, as 
set out in the Ninth Schedule to the Government of India Act, 1935. The Honour- 
able the President (the Honourable Sir Maueckji Byramji Dadabhoy, K.C.S.I., 
K.C.I.E., LL.D., Barrister*at-Law) was in the Chair. 


MEMBERS SWORN : 

The Honourable Malik Sir Firoz EJian Noon, K C.S.E., K.C.I E. (Defence 
Member). 

Mr. Henry Carlos Prior, C.S.I., C.I.E. (Labour Secretary). 

Diwau Bahadur Sir Narayanswami Gopalaswami Ay3’'angar, C.S.I., C.I.E. 
(Madras : Non-Muhammadan). 

Mr. Moheiidra Lai Das (Nominated Non-Olheia]). 

Mr. Binay Raiijan Son (Nominated Official). 

MESSAGE FROM HIS EXCELLENCY T'HE GOVERNOR GENERAL. 

Thk Honourable the PRESIDENT : Honourable Members, I have a 
message to deliver to you from His Excellency the Governor General. The message 
reads thus : — 

Honourable Members of the Council of 

It is customary for a new Viceroy to address both Houses of the Jfidian Leyislatiue at the first 
opportunity , J have decided to depart from precederU^ and shall deliver no address during the Novern- 
ber session. My reasons for this decision are first that whereas my predecessors assumed office in 
April and were, able to devote several 7 nonthslo the study of the Indian situation before an opportunity 
of addressing the Ilegislature occurred , I assumed office in October, less than^ three weeks before the 
opening of the November session ; and secondly that for Ih^iime being my energies must he very largely 
devoted- to the study and treatment of the food problem — a matter upon which 1 do not feel that I could 
make a comprehensive sLatemeni in the immediate future. It is my intention to address both Chambets 
at an early fitage of the Budget session of lU4i. , » 7 x 7 • t 

I felt that my decision not to address the Indian legislature, or either Chamber ther^f , during the 
current session should be formally communicated to each Chamber on the earliest possible date , and I 
therefore caused a like message to be conveyed to the Legislative Assembly on the 8th Noven^r, I realise 
that Honourable Members will have become aware of the terms of that message ; but I not felt 

myself justified, for this reason, in refraining from addressing a formal message to this Chamber, 

WA VJSI/L, 

F, M„ 

Viceroy and Governor -QeneraV' 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 

SPEECH OF Sir Stanley Reed in the House of Commons regarding the ease- 
ment IN THE British finance effected by the generosity of the Indian 
Government. • 

1. The Honourable Raja YUVERAJ DUTTA SINGH: (a) Has the 
attention of Government been drawn to the following passage in the speech of Sir 
Stanley Reed, in the House of Commons on or about the 22nd July, 1943 : 

“ The Chancellor of the Exchequer drew the attention of the House to easement 
in the British finance effected by the generosity of the Indian Government. He 

( 1 ) 
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hoped that oh soihe convenient occasion, the Chancellor would tell the House how 
for the ease in finance h^ been effected by the action of the Indian Government in 
its method of meeting the very heavy e!sptoditure of the armed forces in the Middle 
Ba^t,^nd Far East {vide the “ Hindustan Times'*, dated the 24th July, 1943) ? 

(6) Will Government make a statement indicating the vanous phases of India’s 
generosity, and the approximate amount of the expenditure borne by India in 
connection with the armed forces of the Middle East and the Far East separately ? 

Tub'Honoubablb Mb. C. E. JONES : (a) and (6) I would invite the atten- 
tion of the H6nourable Member to the reply given by the Honourable the Finance 
Member to Question No. 300 put in by Dr. P. N. Banerjea in the last session of the 
Legislative AssLnblyon the subject of Sir Stanley Reed’s speech as quoted by 
Reuters. The reply reads as foUows 

“ My attention was drawn to the Reuter’s telegram concerned and on reference 
to London I have been informed that owing to an error in transmission “ India ” 
was wrongly substituted for “ Canada ” in the telegram as published in this country. 
The reference in the Commons was actually to a statement by the Chancellor of 
the Exchequer regarding the easement in British finances effected by the generosity 
of Canada.” 

Discussion of plans for Air Transport by Brig.-Genebal Alfred Critohley 

WITH Government. 

2. The Honourable Raja YUVERAJ DUTTA SINGH : Is it a fact that 
Brig.-General Alfred Critchley, Director General of British Overseas Airways, 
who was recently on a tour to Africa, India and the Near East, discussed with 
Government plans for air transport, and new civil air routes to all parts of the World ? 
If so, will Government give a general outline of the proposal, with special reference 
to the position which India is expected to occupy in any scheme of aviation expendi- 
ture, and post-war air routes ? 

The Honourable Sir MAHOMED USMAN : General Critchley, D. G., 
B. 0. A. C., visited India in October. He came for the inspection of the B. O. A. C. 
organisation in India. He did not discuss any such plans. He did see me and 
the oflicers of the Government of India. It was a courtesy visit. 

Invitation of Representative Indian Editors and Journalists to visit 

Britian. 

3. The Honourable Raja YUVERAJ DUTTA SINGH : Is there any 
proposal to invite representative Indian editors and journalists to visit Britain in 
the near future ? If so, what would be the method of selection, and the number of 
those to be invited. 

The Honourable Sir MAHOMED USMAN : The matter has been the 
subject of correspondence between the Government of India and His Majesty’s 
Government, and is still under consideration. 

The Honourable Pandit HIRDAY NATH KUNZRU : Have Government 
taken into account the vote of censure passed' on them by the Assembly the other 
day in this connection ? 

(No answer.) 

Report of the Delegate on India to the Hot-spring Confebenob. 

4. The Honourable Raja YUVERAJ DUTTA SINGH : Have Government 
received any report from Dr. Arkroyd a delegate of India to the Hot-spring Conference 
or from any other delegate ? If so, has a copy been placed in the Library of the 
House ? If not, why not ? 

Tai^ Honourable Mb. N. R. PILLAI : The Government of India have 
received a report from the Indian Delegation to tho Conference. A copy has been 
placed in tho Library of the House. * 

Statement on War Situation. 

6. The Honourable Raja YUVERAJ DUTTA SINGH : Will Government 
make a statement on the War situation, with special reference to the part played by 
Indian troops in different theatres of War, since the statement was last made on the 
floor of tl^ House* 
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His Excellency the COMMANDER-in-CHIEF : Sir, I lay a statement? 
on the table. 


Statement, 

Since the last statement on the floor of this H^use on the progress of the war, the cause of the 
United Nations has prospered and our armies h^e scored considerable successess. North Africa 
and Sicily have been cleared of the enemy and Anglo-American forces, after a stem struggle to 
establie^ a secure foothold on the beaches at Salerno, have now establii^ed themselves firmly in 
the Southern part of Italy. They are at present advancing upon Bomb. 

So also on the East European front, our Russian allies have gained notable victories and have 
driven the German invader beyond the line of the Dnieper, into the Ukraine and White Russia 
proper. The heavy losses which the Nazis are suffering in this series of blows both in East Europe 
and in Italy, together with the widespread destruction brought on Germany by the Bomber 
Commands of the United States Army Air Force and the Royal Air Force have combined to change 
the whole complexion of the war. It would bo wrong to be complacent about m early outcome of 
the struggle, but it may safely be said that in Europe at least, the United NatitJns have turned the 
comer and are now on the road to ultimate certain success. 

In the clearance of the Mediterranean and its conversion from Mussolini’s “ Maro Nostrum ” 
into “ Cunningham’s Pond ”, both the Royal Indian Navy and tho Indian Army have been 
privileged to play a worthy part. In the mountainous terrain of Tunisia, Indian troops came into 
action in North Africa for the last time. The 4th Indian Division, still at that time consisting of 
only 2 Brigades, that is to say 4 Indian and 2 British battalions, of infantry and supporting troops 
had been specially training against this possible need while the 8th Army was fighting its way to 
Tripoli. . , , . 

Fresh and ready for action, this famous Indian Formation was given a special role in General 
Montgomery’s onslaught against the Mareth Line. Indian, Gurkha and British troops of the Gth 
and 7th Indian Brigades fought a spirited series of hand to hand actions against German and 
Italian, Their successes in every engagement from tho Matmata mountains right through to 
Enfldaville in Tunisia are well known to all Honourable Members through the full accounts pub- 
lished in the press. j, . , 

It was a happy coincidence that when the 8th Army reached the end of its advance before 
the extremely strong Axis positions North of Enfidaville and when General Alexander called for 
reinforcement of the First Army for one final blow right at the heart of the enemy s resistance in 
Africa, this role fell to two famous divisions which had been in at tho beginning— having fought 
side by side at .Sidi Barrani in the Western Desert in December 1940. These were the British 
7th Armoured Division and the 4th Indian Division. Both were in at the end. They led the 
onslaught against Tunis and smashed through to the capital city within a few days. 

The finale came when, as our forces swept on beyond Tunis to complete the annihilation of 
Axis resistance in North Africa, General Von Amim, the Axis Commander, with his whole head- 
quarters surrendered to the British Royal Sussex Battalion of the 4th Indian Divisicm and to the 
Gurkhas. That was a fitting historic conclusion to the great Indo-British team which has played 
so prominent a part throughout the campaigns in Africa. , k i. • • • 

Honourable Members will recall that the Duke of Aosta surrendered to the Gth Division on the 
heightsofAmbaAlagi in Abyssinia. _ ’ , « 

An indication of the high morale, excellent traming and unsurpassed fighting spirit of the 4th 
Indian Division in these final actions in Tunisia was provided by the 138 immediate awards 
which His Majesty has made to Indian Army officers and men of the Division. Two fine Victoria 
Crosses were won— the first by Subedar Lai Bahadur Thapa of the 9th Gurkhas and the second by 
the late Havildar Major Chhelu Rom who was killed in action. This latter was tho second 

Victoria Cross to be won by the 4/6th Rajputana Rifles. ^ ^ ^ 

In the next stage of the Mediterranean campaign, the Royal Indian Navy came into the 
picture. Honourable Members willjiave read how His Majesty’s Indian ships were present at 
zero hour on July the 10th when Allied troops first disembarked on the beaches of Sicily. They 
helped to escort and to protect large convoys between North African bases and Sicilian ports and 
during the ensuing weeks the Royal Indian Navy continued to co-operate with the Royal Navy, 
the American, Greek and Netherlands Navies in the tremendous tasks of keeping our i^a^on 
forces supplied with reinforcements of men and material. I am happy to say that m ^e dis- 
charge of their duties His Majesty’s Indian ships have earned prais^rom the naval authorities 
in the Mediterranean and have been thanked by the Commander-m-Chief in the Levant for their 

valuable assistance, _ ... . 

On the island of Sicily, Indian Troops were again to the fore. In wmpany with their oom- 
radea-in-arms of the American and British armies, units of the Indian Army and certain Indian 
pioneer companies were amongst those employed in beach groups' during the original Allied 
in Sicily. It should be clearly realised that these beach groups have to discharge an 
impor^t fighting role as well as carry out other arduous duties. They 
N^, An^ and R. A, F. and they are charged with lan^ and 
doriL operations. Thus the beach group includes units and detachments 

vices Lth British and Indira, comprising infantry, gunners, sappers, signals, supply rad trans- 
^^snd or^ce ; their equipment includes the most modem types of mechanised ar&s design- 

^ **Wt^heleatog^ws of the assault troops, the first deta^ent of *^®.*'* viS* 

into action and helped to oust the enemy from the sea-Aore. Th^ ooMobdaHnn 

nity of the beaches when the assaulting troops had gone fo^ard rad *^® 

of the area in which the remainder of the forces subsequently loaded. Ind ^ iS 

this phase of the Operations wore fluting soldiers in every sense of the ^® 

pr^Mred at any time to beat off attraks^m both the ground rad the air. Our information is 
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that they fulfilled these tasks to the utmost satisfaction of their commanders and that their beha' 
viour both in the field of battle and off it, has been excellent. 

Now that Italy has collapsed, Indian troops continue to pursue the Nazi Armies into Europe 
proper. Indian units are at present in Italy and have been in contact with the enemy. Operat- 
ing in a difficult mountainous sector, they rece^j^tly boat back the enemy in a series of encounters 
and were last reported as having reached the htie of the Trigno River. Tins Indian formation is 
equipped with the latest weapons, such as the 17-pounder gun. Its troops arc imbued with the 
same spirit of clan in attack and fortitude in adversity which made their fellow-countrymen such 
fine fighting material in North Africja ; they may bo relied upon to add fresh laurels to their 
country’s fame. 

Turning now to Asia, on our Eastern Frontier we have not as yet victories to report on a par 
with thoilb in the Western Desert, although there have been notable successes secured by American 
and Australian troops against the Jaxjanese in the South West Pacific. On the border of Burma, 
the position has remained more or less static. Here, as previously in tho West, we have had to 
wait for all the ^ols necessary to do tho job on a full scale. Neverthel^Rs, here also the same 
fighting qualitie^f our Indian troops have been worthily displayed, often in adverse and dis- 
hearting circumstances. 

On the Arakan Front it was to a larger extent circumstances outside the control of the fight- 
ing man which turned a moderate initial success into an equally moderate reverse. Almost every 
Indian battalion which advanced with their British Comrades into Arakan at tho (nid of last year 
was irivolved in spirited actions with the enemy from which thf»y emerged with great credit and 
in which they showed themselves, man for man, more than equal to tho Japanese. 

A splendid V.C. was won by Havildar Parknsh Singh, 8th Punjab Keginieiit, on the rocom- 
meiidation, not of his own Commanding Officer, but of a British battaJion, the Royal Inntekilling 
Fusiliers which, fighting side by side with the Bavildar’s unit, warmly coinmend( d the gailrntiy 
they witnessed. The 83 immediate awards for tho Arakan operations, and tht> citations therc'for, 
speak for themselves as to the fighting spirit shown by individuals and by units of the Indian 
Army in many phases of those operations — operations which, despite tho disappointing nature of 
the cumulative result, did in fact inflict far heavier damage in men and material on the erut>ny 
than was suffered by ourselves. 

Elsewhere on the Buitna Front, Indian q-nd Gurkha troops with their British and Biirman 
comrades have maintained a heartening patrol ascendancy over the enemy, while Gurkhas and 
Indian troops shared with others tho dangers of tho expedition into Central Burma under the 
command of Brigadier Wingate. 

The monsoon prevented any large-scale ground offensive by either side, but it did not prevent 
the Royal Air Force and tho United States Army Air Force from keeping up the momentum of 
their attacks upon Japanese bases and lines of supply. Those harassing raids have undoubtedly 
had their effect in increasing the difficulties under which our enemy labours. 

Nor did the inonsocm prevent our troops from continuing their offensive patrolling in all 
weathers. This patrol ascendency, which is still being maintained, is important from soveal 
points of view. It is good for the morale of our troops, since it enables them to know that they 
are man for man more than a match for the enemy. It is helpful to us because it brings in infor. 
mation about enemy troop dispositions and strength on various sector? of the front, while at the 
same time it denies such information to the enemy. 

An o)Eample of tho moral ascendency established by our men is the clash which took place in 
the Chin Hills last May, when Havildar Gaje Ghale of the ,5th Royal Gurkha Rifles ^on the second 
Victoria Cross to be awarded on tho Burma front. In this engage mont Havildar Gaje Ghale led 
hia platoon on to capture a precipitous enemy position in tho face of heavy mortar and machine- 
gun fire, ignoring his own wounds while ho spurred his comrades on to victory in bitter hand-to- 
hand fighting which inflicted heavy casualties on the Japanese and gained us a key objective. 
As long as this spirit continues to animate our soldiers, India may rest assured that her defence 
and offence against the enemy are in safe hands. 

Sale of British Subjects as slaves in Mecca. 

6. The Honourable Baja YUVERAJ DUTTA SINGH : Has the attention 
of Government been drawn to the statement of Major Lyons, Conservative M. P., 
in Parliament that British subjects, including a Baluchi woman and child, have been 
sold in the slave market of Mecca, and urging “ that in future no Britisli subject, 
African or Indian, of either sex, will be sold as slave there (vide the “ Hindustan 
Tvmta'\ dated the 14th August 1943, page 4) ? 

Do Government propose to take tiecessary steps to enquire into this matter, 
and see that no Indian subjects are sold as slaves in Mecca, or elsewhere ? 

The Honourable Sir MAHOMED USMAN : In reply to Major Lyon’s 
question in the House of Commons, Mr. Anthony Eden has already stated that 
the Saudi Arabian Government has given an assurance that no British protected 
person dir child has been sold as a slave in Mecca. A copy of Mr. Eden’s statement 
as reproduced in Reuter’s message of 23rd September, 1943 is laid on the table. 

Iff. Eden'9 StaUmenU 

We«U»inator, September 23:— 

Mr. Anthony Eden told the Commons that the Saudi Arabian Government has given the 
assurance that no British protected person or child had been sold as a slaive in Mecca. This wae 
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in reply to a question whether he would enquire into the case of a Baluchi woman and child who 
it was alleged, w-^re alnong those exposed for sale in Mecca. 

Mr. Edou added that the British Gk>vemment had made every possible effort to suppress 
slave traffic in the Persian Gulf which befori' this wiU* had greatly diiiiinislied. But owing to dis- 
turbed conditions on the south Persian coast in Mw^List two years then* hi;d unfortunately boon a 
Flight recrudcsciMice of smuggling of slaves to thei!Lrabiaii coast. Mr. Eden said that hi* had invit- 
*od the co-op'u-.ition of the 8{iudi Arabian Government in putting a stop to this trallic'. Ho was 
assun^d that they would take all possible stops to prevent smuggling of sbn es from o\’('rs('aH into 
their territory which was contrary not only to the Islamic law bnt also to the Saudi Arabian 
Government’s law's. — Reuter. ‘ 

Plan for a Direct Air Service between New York and ]n5ia. 

7. The Honourable Kaja YUVKilAJ DUTTA SINGH : Are Govoraineii 

aware that a direct air service between New York and India, via Alaska and Cliina 
is bein«: planned by Nortli-West Airlines, to bo inaugurated iinincdifitoh' after the 
War r , 

Will Government malce a statement on this project, indicating the terms and 
conditions, if any, on which such an air service wid ht^ permitted to he opi'rated in this 
country ; and the financial implicatioiis on India ^ 

The Honourable Sir MyMIOMED USMAN : The GoVvitmuml of ludia 
are not aware of any pro])Osal for the operation of such an air sc'vvico. 'TIk' l‘ittcr 
part of the question docs not , thcrfdbve, aris 

Creation of the “Africa Star”. 

8. The Honourable Raja YPA/EHAJ DU'FJ’A SINGH : Are Government 
awareof the announcement made by the British Premier, Mr. Clmrchill, in the Houso 
of Commons, about the :h*d August, lP4o, tiuit the British Government Jiave decided 
“ to commemorate the victory in North Afiiea by the creation of the Africa St-ar ; 
and at the same time to institute the )9d0-43 star as a reward for those in tlu^ services 
who have taken part in hai-d fighting elsewhei*e during the fir.^t four years of the 
War ”? Will Govoriiment state if Indians are eligible for these distiuoliork- 
and if so, how maii}^ of them have rc'ceived the awards, or selected for them • 

His Excellency the COMMANDER -in-OHIEF : Indians will be (digible 
for the ‘‘ Africa Star ” and the 1939-43 Star in the same way as others. No awards 
have so far been made as His Majesty’s Government have*, not yet finally decided 
upon the conditions gove rning such awards. 

Nitmber of Muslim Commissioners of Income-tax. 

9. The Honourable Mr. HOSSATN IMAM : Will Government state 
the total number of Commissioners of Income-tax in India and the number of Muslim 
Commissioners of Income-tax ? 

The Honourable Mr. C. E. JONES : There are 9 Commissioners of Income- 
tax in India. Nonc^ of them is a Muslim. 

Appointment of a Muslim Commissioner of Income-tax in the Punjab. ^ 

10. The Honourable Mr. HOSSAIN IMAM: Do Government propose to 
appoint a Muslim Commissioner of Income-tax in the Punjab, if and when the present 
Commissioner vacates the post ? 

The Honourable Mr. C. E. JONES : Appointment to the post of Commis- 
sionor of Income-tax is made by selection and Government will consider tlu^ claims 
of suitable Muslim officers, if any, should the present Commissioner vacate Mu? 
post. 

Paucity of Mfsltm Assistant Commissioners of Income-tax in the Punjab 

Circle. 

11. ' The Honourable Mr. HOSSAIN IMAM : Will Government state whether 

it is a fact that there is one Muslim Assistant Commissioner of Income-tax out of 
seven in the Punjab, N. W. F. and Delhi Provinces ? If so, state the reason *for not 
appointing the due number. • 

The Honourable Mr. C. E. JONES : The Honourable Member’s informa- 
tion is correct. There is no specific reservation however of Assistant Commissioners’ 
posts for Muslims, since appointment to these posts is made wholly by selection 
and aU the seven posts are^)pen to Muslims. 
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The Honourable Mb. HOSSAIN IMAM : Has any Muslim been appointed 
to any of these seven posts so far ? 

The Honourable the PRESIDENT : Does the Honourable Member’s 
question pertain to the past ? . • ^ 

The Honourable Mb. C. E. JONES: I cannot aiiswer the question oflF 
hand. 

Infringement of Home Department Resolution regarding Appointment of 

Muslim Stenographers. 

li. The Honourable Mr. HOSSAIN imam : (a) Is it a fact that the Delh^ 
Muslim Association brought to the notice of the Central Board of Revenue the 
infringement of the Home Department Resolution No. F. 14/17-B.-Establishment, 
dated 4th July, 1934, in regard to the appointment of stenographers ? 

(6) Will Government state what action was taken on it or what action they 
propose to take thereon ? 

The Honourable Mr. C. E. JONES: (a) The Delhi Muslim Association 
did bring to the notice of the Board the short recruitment of Muslims in the steno- 
graphers* grade, but it was found on examination that there was no infringement 
of the orders contained in the Home Department Resolution of 1934. 

(b) Necessary instructions have since been issued that the principles laid down 
in the Home Department Resolution of 1934 should be applied in future to appoint- 
ments made to posts in the stenographers^ grade. 

The Honourable Mr. HOSSAIN IMAM : Will the Honourable Member see 
if the past injustices are lightened ? 

The Honourable Mr. C. E. JONES : I do not think tliere are any past 
injustices. The Central Board of Revenue docs not lay down its own policy in 
respect of communal representation in appointments to the stenographers’ grades. 
It is decided upon in the Homo Department. When the Honourable Member refers 
to orders issued by the Central Board of Revenue in this matter, the position is 
that the Central Board of Revenue merely passes on the instiuctions contained in 
the Home Department Resolutions. It was in 1942 that the change of policy was 
decided upon by the Home Department, and Commissioners of Income-tax were 
duly informed of the change of policy. 

The Honourable Mr. HOSSAIN IMAM : What is the new policy ? 

The Honourable Mr. C. E. JONES : It is not my subject ; it is dealt with 
by the Home Department. But so far as my recollection goes the new policy is 
to regard appointment to the stenographers’ grade as being direct appointment for 
purposes of communal representation, and not as appointment by j)romotion from 
clerks’ grades. 

Number of reverted Hindu and Muslim Officers in the Income-tax Depart- 
ment, Punjab. 

13. The Honourable Mr. HOSSAIN IMAM : Will Government st.ite the 
number of Muslims and Hindus separately as Income-tax Officers, Inspectors and 
Head Clerks reverted in the Punjab in 1941-42 and 1942-43 ? 

The Honourable Mr. C. E. JONES : With the permission of the Chair, 

I will reply to questions Nos. 13, 14 and 15 together. 

The Honourable the PRESIDENT : Certainly. 

The Honourable Mr. C. E. JONES : The information has been called for 
and will be laid on the table of the House in due course. 

The Honourable the PRESIDENT : I am very sorry to note that this 
Supreme Council has been getting more and more communal lately. 

The Honourable Mr. HOSSAIN DIAM: Communalism is the breath of 
life now. 

The Honourable Sir DAVID DEVADOSS : And the curse of India ! 
Promotion of Hindu and Muslim Opfiobbs in the Income-tax •Department. 

♦ 14 . The Honourable Mr. HOSSAIN IMAM : Will Government state 
the number of Muslims and Hindus separately promoted by selection as Head Clerks, 
Inspectors and Income-tax Officers ? 

♦ For answer to this question see axwwer to question No. 13. 
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Shortage of Muslims in the Income-tax Department, Punjab Circle. 

*15. The Honourable Mr. HOSSAIN IMAM : Will Government state 
whether there is shortage of Muslims in the gi;p.de of Inspectors, Head Clerks and 
Stenographers in the Income Tax Department, Punjab, N.W.P. and Delhi Provinces? 
If so, do Government propose to make up the shortage by appointing Muslims to the 
Stenographers grade. If not, why not ? 

Enquiry regarding the Dissatisfaction of Muslim Tax-payers in Delhi. 

16. The Honourable Mr. HOSSAIN IMAM : Will Government in|titute 
an enquiry especially at Delhi and take action to remove the dissatisfaction pre- 
valent amongst the Muslim Tax-payers ? 

The Honourable Mr. 0. E. JONES : Government are not aware that any 
dissatisfaction exists amongst Muslim Tax-payers iii Delhi. ^ 

Appointment of Adequate number of Muslim Assessing Staff in the Income- 

tax Department, Delhi. 

17. The Honourable Mr. HOSSAIN IMAM : Will Government appoint due 
number of Muslim assessing staff, viz., the Income-tax OiHcers and Inspectors in 
Delhi ? If not, why not ? 

The Honourable Mr. C. E. JONES : The claims of Muslim Officers are 
always considered whenever appointments to posts of Income-tax Officers and 
Inspectors are made at Delhi. 

Vacation by Military personnel of the Bungalow purchased for Mr. Jinha. 

18. The Honourable Rai Bahadur RAM SARAN DAS : Will the 'Govern- 
ment state wiiether it is a fact that a bungalow of the Davies Road, Laliore, 
now occupied by Military Personnel, which lias been purchased for Mr. Jinha is being 
vacated by the military authorities for his residence ? If so, vvliy ? 

His Excellency the COMMANDER-in-CJHEF : Eiujuiries liave been 
made, but on the basis of the particulars given by tiie Honourable Member, I have 
not been able to verify the facts mentioned in the question. If the Honourable 
Member will let me know the number and exact location of the bungalow I will 
have further enquiries made. 

Allocation of Expenditure incurred on the Buildings for the South East 

Asia Command. 

19. The Honourable Rai Bahadur RAM SARAN DAS : Will Government 
state whether the burden of the expenditure incurred, being incurred and to be 
incurred on the building establishment, etc., for South East Asia Command 
will be borne by the War Office or by Indian Government ? If by Indian Govern- 
meut, why so ? 

The Honourable Mr. C. E. JONES: All such expenditure will hr borne 
by His Majesty’s Government. 

Allocation of Expenditure on the conquest of Burma. 

20. The Honourable Rai Bahadur RAJM SARAN DAS : Will Govern- 
ment state as to whether the expenditure being incurred and to be incurred 
on the reconquest of Burma will be borne by the War Office ? If not, why not ? 

The Honourable Mr. C. E. JONES : I would refer the Honourable Member 
to the reply given by the Honourable the Finance Member on 2l3t September 1942 
to Mr. Neogy’s question No. 48 in the Legislative Assembly. 

Transfer of the Appellate Assistant Income-tax Commissioners under tub 
control of the Legislative Department. 

21. The Honourable Rai Bahadur S. K. DAS : Do Government propose to 
put the Appellate Assistant Income-tax Commissioners under the Legislative 
Department of the Central Government as has been done in the case of 
Income-tax Appellate Tribunal ? If not, why not ? 

The Honourable Mb. C. E. JONES : With the permission of the Chair, I 
will answer questions 21 and 22 together. • 

No. In this connection, I invite the Honourable Member’s attention to the 
reply given by the Honourable the Finance Member on the 19th February, 1942, 
to a Resolution moved by Sir Abdul Halim Ghuznavi on the 12th February, 1942 
(pages 340-341 of the Assembly Debates) as also to the reply given by him on the 
12th February, 1943, to a similar question asked by Mr. Lalchand Navalrai (pages 
154-155 of the Assembly Debates). 


* For apswer to this q\i6Stion, 9ee answer to question Ifo. 13. 
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• Intbrfeeencb with the work of the Appellate Assistant Income-tax 

Commissioner. 

*22. The Honourable Rai RAHtpuB S. K. DAS : Is it a fact that there is 
regular interference ot the Income-tax Commissioner and the Central Board of 
Revenue in the matter of disposal of appeals by the Assistant Appellate Commis- 
sioners and confidential instructions are given to the Assistant Appellate Commis- 
sioners not to interfere as far as possible with the assessment orders of the Income- 
tax Officers where the Revenue is aflfected '? 

Reversion op Me. 8. G. 8en Gupta, Appellate Assistant Commissioner. 

23. TheJIonourable Rai Bahadur S. K. DAS : Will Government state as 
to the reason why Mi-. 8. G. Sen Gupta, M.A., B.L., who was the Appellate Assistant 
Commissioner, Dacca Range, was reverted to the post of Income-tax Officer in 
December, 1942 ? 

The Honourable Mr. C. E. JONE8 : Mr. 8en Gupta was reverted because 
of his unfitness to hold the post of As-sistant Commissioner. 

Appointment op a junior officer as officiating Additional Einanoial 
Adviser, 8uppj.,y Department. 

24. The Honourable Me. V. V. KALIKAR : (a) Is it a fact that a very 

junior officer of the Indian Audit and Accounts Service has been appointed officiating 
Additional Financial Adviser, Sup 2 )ly Department ? If so, what is his name 
and the length of his service ? 

(6) Was this officer brought into the Supjily Department from the Military 
Finance Department and has ho superseded practically all the senior officers of the 
Indian Audit and Accounts Service already serving in the financial section of the 
Supply Department? If so, how many officers has he superseded and what is the 
length of service of the senior-most officer among them. Why have they been 
superseded ? 

(c) Do Government propose to appoint one of the senior officers amongst them 
to officiate as Additional Financial Adviser. 

The Honourable Mr. C. E. JONES : (a), (6) and (c) The Honourable Member’s 
attention is invited to the Government of India, Finance Do])artm(>nt Resolution 
No. F.28(6)-Ex.[l/.f8, dati'd tlie 2iid February, 1939, which was published in the 
Gazette of India, constituting a spt-eial jiool of offic(n-s eiicadrc'd to serve the needs 
of the Finance aiid Commerce! Diipartmeiits. 'fhe jiost of Additional Financial 
Adviser in the Supply Finance Department being a temporary addition to the pool 
cadre has oriliuarily to bo filled by an officiT of that cadi e. ' That being the case, 
the question of the claims of non-])OoI senior officers of tlu! Indian Audit and Account 
8ervicc for appoinUnent to the pest docs not arise, .so long as a suitable pool office!!- 
is available. 

8UBSTANTr\'E APFOINTMENT OF A JUNIOR OFFICER AS ADDITIONAL FINANCIAL 

Adviser. 

25. The Honourable Mb. V. V. KALIKAR : Will Government state whether 
the Additional Financial Adviser, Supply Department, will soon assume charge of the 
post of Financial Commissioner for Railways ? When this happens is it proposed 
to appoint substantively the juuiof officer referred to in the previous question, 
who is officiating as Additional llnancial Adviser. 

The Honourable Mr, C. E. J0NE8 : The previous incumbent of the post 
of Additional Financial Adviser, Supply Finance Department, has already assumed 
charge of the post of Financial Oommissioner for Railways and an 1. C. 8. pool 
Officer*has been appointed to the resultant vacancy. 

Issue of upper class tickets on the Murshidabad-Lalcola s^iction of the 

B. & A. Railway and the booking of Special trains on that section. 

26. The Honourable Kumar N. N. 8INHA ; (a) Will • Government 
lay on the table a statement showing separately the number of upper elajan tickets 


* For answer to this question, see answer to question Ko- 21. 
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issued and collected at each station of \ihe Murshidabad-Lalgola section of 
Bengal & Assam Railway for the last 3 years ending the 31st August, 1943 1 

(6) Has there been any special train of private persons booked or received- 
at any of the stations of the above-mentioned section in the course of the last 
four years ; if so, at what station and on hoV many occasions. 

The Honourable Sir SATYENDRA NATH ROY : (a) and (b) Tho collec 
tiou and compilation of separate figures for the past three years would involve 
more time and labour than is justified. 

1 have therefore called for information relating to the period ist January*»1043 
to the 31st August 1943, and will lay this on the table, together with a reply to part 
(b)y when received. 

STATEMENT ETC., LAlFoN THE TABLE. ' 

The Honourable Sir MAHOMED USMAN : Sir, I lay on tho table oopujs 
of Notification issued by the Chief Commissioner, British Baluchistan, No. 1625/35- 
40/M. V., dated the 24th July, 1943, amending tho British Baluchistan Motor 
Vehicles Rules, 1940. 


CHIEF COMMISSIONER OF BRITISH BAbUCHlSTAN. 

NOTIFICATION. 

Quetta, the 2lth July 1943. 

No. 1526I35-40IM. V. — In exorcise of the powers ooriff'rretl by Section 21 of the Motor 
Vehicles Act, 1939 (VI of 1939), tho Chief Commissioner of Britisli Bnluohisstau is pleased to direct 
that the following amendments shall be made to tho British BaliJohi.st.an Motor Vehicles Rules, 
1910, published in the Notification No. 347/M. V«, da*ed tho 1st April, 1940, printed at pages S41* 
to 982 of the Gazette of India, part TI-A, dated the 27th April, 194(> : — 

1. After Rule 2/4 (c) the following shall bo added 

(d) No fee shall be charged for the tost if the applicant saoisf'u^s the licensing Authority that 
he previously held a license granted or renewed under any provision of law which was in force in 
British India at the time it was granted or last renewed, to drive a vehicle of the class to which 
the application refers and was prevented, by reason of absence out of India on service connected 
with thd present war, from obtaining or renewing a license in accordance with the provisions of 
tho Act, on the expiry of the previous license.”. 

2. After Rule 2/19 add tho following as Rule 2*20. : — 

“2*20, A refund of Rs. 2 out of the license fee of Rs. 5 shall be granted if the applicant 
satisfies the Licensing Authority that he previously held a license granted or renewed under any 
provision of law which was in force in British India at the time it was granted or last renewed and 
was prevented, by reasonj Of absonco out of India on service connected with the present war, frdm 
obtaining or renewing a license in accordance with the Act, on tho expiry of the previous licetuo. 

By order, 

H. D. RUSHTON. 

Secretary to the Agent to the Governor General in Baluchistan 

INFORMATION PROMISED IN REPLY TO QUESTIONS LAID ON THE 

TABLE. 

The Honourable Sir SATYENDRA NATH ROY ; Sir, I lay on the table 
the information promised in reply to parts a ip) and a (c) of Question No. 121, asked 
on the 10th August, 1943. 

Wagon allotment fob Wab Supplies, etc. 

Number of wagons allot- 
ted from the Bengal and 
Bihar coal fields. 


^ Januai y — January — 

June 1943. Juno 1942. 

Loco Coal . 192,952 182,677 

♦Coal for dom^st’C consumption and small industries not directly 

engaged in war work . . . . . . . 20,285’“ 57^352* 


♦No soparato figures are available for coal for domestic coiisuniption. 

The Honourable Mr. B. R. SEN : Sir, I lay on tho table the information 
promised in reply to parts (c).and (d) of Question No. 12, asked on the 2nd August, 
1943. 
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SUGAB FaOTOEIBS IN NOETH BiHAB, ETC. 

No orders have been issued either by the Bombay and Bihar Governments or by the 
District Magistrates concerned to any mill outside Belapur» Narkatiaganj and Motihari to 
supply sugar to these places. ^ 

The Honourable Mr. E. CONRAN-SMITH : Sir, I lay on the table the 
information proinisod in reply to Question No. 154, asked on the 31st August, 1943. 

^ Supply Department. 

Yes. In all 662 applications were received ; candidates were interviewed by the Selection 
Committee, of whom 4 were considered suitable for employment. Meanwhile certain changes 
in the organisation of the directorate were considered essential. These changes rendered the 
proposed ap'^intments unnecessary. Tlie inconvenience caused to the applicants and 
particularly to those interviewed is regretted. 

The Honourable Mr. E. CONRAN-SMITH : Sir, I lay on the table 

(i) the information promised in reply to supplementaries to Question No. 22, 

asked on the 2nd August, 1943 ; 

(ii) copies of the Declaration of Exemption under Section 6 of the Regis* 

tration of Foreigners Act, 1939, as published with the Notifications 
of the Government of India in the Homo Department — 

(1) No. 1/33/43-Political (E.), dated the 4th August, 1943 ; 

(2) No. 1/37/43-Political (E.), dated the 25th August, 1943 ; 

(3) No. 1/36/43-Political (E.), dated the 2nd September, 1943 ; 

(4) No. 1/38/43-Political (B.), dated the 3rd September 1943 ; 

(5) No. 1/40/43-Political (E.), dated the 21t<t September, 1943 ; 

(6) No. 6577-S/43-Political (E.), dated the 3rd October, 1943 ; 

(7) No. 1/43/43-Political (E.), da,tod the 12th October, 1943 ; 

(8) No. 1/44/43-Political (E.), dated the 12th October, 1943 ; 

(9) No. 1/47/43-Political (E.), dated the 19th October, 1943 ; 

(10) No. 1/48/43-Politioal (E.), dated the 22nd October, 1943 ; 

(11) No. 1/50M3-Political (E.), dated the 29th October, 1943. 

(iii) Copies of the Home Department Notification No. 1/30/43 -Political (E.), 

dated the 20th September, 1943, further amending the Declarations 
. published with the Notification of the Government of India in the 
Home Department No. 1/30/43-Political (E.), dated the 7th July, 1943. 

Numbers or South Africans and Austr»ai.ians in the Civil and Military Services. 

There is no Australian or South African in the Indian Civil Service with the exception of one 
officer of the Bombay- Sind joint cadre, whose precise domicile is however, not clear. This officer 
was born at Port Elisabeth Cape Colony, South Africa, but his father was bom in England and he 
himself was educated there. 


No. 1/33/43-Politioax. (E.). 

GOVERNMENT OF INDIA. 

HOME DEPARTMENT. 

Simla, the 4th August 1943, 

DECLARATION OF EXEMPTION. 

In exercise of the powers conferred by section 6 of the Registration of Foreigners Act, 193^ 
(XVI of 1939), the Central Government is pleased to declare that the provisions of the Registra- 
tion of Foreigners Rules, 1939, except rule 8 and such of the provisions of rules 4, 14, 16 and 16 
M apply to, or in relation to, passengers and visitors who are not foreigners, shall not apply to, or 
in relation to, the following United States Senators who are on a visit to India : — 

Messrs. Henry Cabot Lodge, A. B. Chandler, Richard B. Russell, Ralph O. Brewster, and 
James M. Mead. 

B. L. PANDEY, 

Under Secretary to the Oovernment of India. 


No. 1/37/43-Politioal (E.). , 

Government of india. 

HOME DEPARTMENT. 

# Simla, the 25th August 1 943. 

DECLARATION OP EXEMPTION. 

In exercise of the powers conferred by section 6 of the Registration of Forei^ers Act, 
1939 (XVI of 1939), the Central Government is pleased to decl^ that the provisions of the 
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Registration of Foreigners Rules, 1939, except rule 8 and such of the provisions of rules 4, 14, 15 
and 16 as apply to, or in relation to, passengers and visitors who are not foreignort, shall not 
apply to or in relation to — , • ' 

(1) Dr. Carl Coutello. • (2) Dr. Horb(U‘t Baer. 

(3) Dr. Walter Froudmami. (4) Dr. David Yunco. . 

- (5) Dr.FrederichKisch. (6) Dr. Fric Mamlock. 

(7) Dr. Victor Taubonfligol. (8) Dr. Franz Kric^' ;!. 

(9) Dr. Samuel Moise Flato, and (10) Dr. Alexander Volokhina, 

now serving as medical officers under the United States Armed Forces in India so long as they 
remain in their present posts. • 

B. L. PANDEY, 

XJmhr Secretary to the Qovernment of India. 
No. 1/36/43-1 N)Liticat. (E.). 

GOVBBNMKNT OF INDIA. 

HOME DEPARTMENT. 

Simla, the 2nd September 1943. 

DECLARATION OF EXEMPTION. 

In exercise of the powers conferred by section 0 of the Registration of Foreigners Act, 1939 
(XVI of 1939), tho Central Govomniont is pletracHi to d(^rlaro that the provisions of the Registra 
tion of Foreigners Rules, 1939, except rule 8 and such of the provisions of rules 4, 14, 15 and 16 
as apply to, or in relation to, passengers and visitors who are not foreignois. shall not apply to, or 
in relation to, 

1. Mr. John Fischer, special assistant to tho Porsoual Reprewentati\'e of the President of the 

U. S. A. ; . 

2. Mr. Eric Boccroft, special assistant to Mr. Fischer ; 

3. Mr. Chico Henry Schnoidor, Chief Mining Specialist of U. A. at Calcutta ; 

4. Mr. Paul Block, U. S. Office of War Information ; and 

5. Mi*. McCuno, Principal Procurement Oflicer of U. S. A. in India. 

80 long as they remain in thoir present posts. 

B. L. PANDEY, 

Under Secretary to the Government of India. 


No. 1/38/43-Politioal (E.). 

GOVERNMENT OF INDIA. 

HOME DEPARTMENT. 

Simla, the 3rd September 1943. 

DECLARATION OF EXEMPTION. 

In exorcise of tho powers conferred by section 6 of tho Registration of Foreigners ^ct, 1939 
(XVI of 1939), the Central Government is pleased to declare that tlio provisions of the Registra- 
tion of Foreigners Rules, 1939, except Rule 8 and such of the provisions of rules 4, 14, 16 and 16 
as apply to» or in relation, to passengers and visitors who are not/ foreigners, shall not apply to, or 
in relation to, Mr. Thomas .Tofferson Davis, a m 'mbeV of the United States Lend-Lease Mission to 
India, so long as he remains in his present post; 

B. L. PANDEY, 

Under Secretary to the Qovernment of India. 

No. 1/40/43 -Pohticai. (E.). 

GOVERNMENT OF INDIA. 

HOME DEPARTMENT. 

Simla, the 2 let October 1943. 

DECIvlRATfON OF EXEMPTION. 

In exorcise of the powers conferred by section 6 of the Registration of Foreigners Act, 1939 
(XVI of 1939), the Central Government is pleased to declare that the provisions of the Rogietra- 
tion of Foreigners Rules, 1939, except rule 8 and sjich of tho provisions of rules 4, 14, 16 and 16 
as apply to, or in relation to,' passengers and visitors wlio are not foreigners, shall not apply to, or 
in relation to, 

(1) Mr. Edward Harold Sweeney, Superintendent Engineer for the United States War 
Shipping Administration, at Bombay, 

(2) Messrs. David W. Graham and Theodore Frutkoff, omployees of tho United States office 

of War Information at New Delhi, * 

(3) Mr. Sheldon T. Mills, Secretary to the American Mission at New Delhi, and 

(4) Mr. Tell Carrol Schreiber, Assistant Representative of the Overseas Operations Branch 
of the United States Office of War Information at New Delhi, 

80 long €W they remdin employed in their present posts. . 

B.L. PANDEY, 

Under Secretary to the Government of India. 
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No. 0577-S/43-PoLincAL (E.). 

GOVERNMENT OP INDIA. 

HOME DEPARTMENT. 

Shnla, the 3rd October, 1943, 

DECLARATION OJ’^EXEMPTION. 

In exercise of the powers conferred by Section 6 of the Registration of Foreigners Act, 1939 
(XVI of 1939), the Central Government is pleased to declare that the provisions of the Registra- 
tion of Foreigners Rules, except rule 8 and such of the provisions of rules 4, 14, 15 and 16 as apply 
to, or in relation to, passengers and visitors who are not foreigners, shall not apply to, or in 
relation to ; — 

1. ?Dr. Soong, the Chinese Foreign Minister. 

2. Mr. T. A. Soong. 

3. Brigadier General Tsai. 

4. Five officials of the party of Dr. Soong. 

5. A valel^ 

B. L. PANDEY, 

Under Secretary to the Oovernment of India, 
No. 1/43/43-Poi.itical (E.). 

GOVERNMENT OP INDIA. 

HOME DEPARTMENT. 

• Simla, the 12th October ,1943, 

DECLARATION OF EXEMPTION. 

In exercise of the powers conferred by section 6 of the Registration of Foreigners Act, 1939, 
{XVI of 1930), the Central Government is pleased to declare that the provisions of the Registra- 
tion of Foreigners Rules, 1939, except rule 8 and such of the provisions of rules 4, 14, 16 and 16 
as apply to, or in relation to, jiassongers and visitors who are not forei^ers, shall not apply to, 
or in relation to, Messrs. Francis B. Rogers and Victor C. Rankin, Assistant Representatives of 
the Overseas Operations Branch of the United States Office of War Information so long as they 
remain employed in their present posts. 

B. L. PANDEY, 

Under Secretary to the Government of India, 
No. 1/44/43 -Political (E.). 

GOVERNMENT OP INDIA. 

HOME DEPARTMENT. 

Simla, the 12th October, 1943, 

DECLARATION OF EXEMPTION. 

In exercise of the powers conferred by sestion 6 of the Registration of Foreigners Act, 1939 
(XVI of 1939), the Central Governipont is pleased to declare that the provisions of the Regis- 
tration of Foreigners Rules, 1939, except rule 8 and such of the provisions of rules 4, 14, 16 and 16 
as apply to, or in relation to, passengers and visitors who are not forei^ers shall not apply to, 
or in relation to, Mr. Harold Mrazek, Assistant Representative of the United States Office of War 
Information, so long as he remains in that post. 

B. L. PANDEY, 

l/nder Secretary to the Oovernment of India. 
No. 1/47/43-PoLiTiCAL (E.). 

GOVERNMENT OP INDIA. 

HOME DEPARTMENT. 

Simla, the 19th October, 1943, 

DECLARATION OF EXEMPTION. 

In exercise of the powers conferred by section 6 of the Registration of Foreigners Act, 1939 
(XVI of 1939), the Central Geveni neiit is pleased to declare that the provisions of the Registra- 
tion of Foreigners Rules, 1939, except rule 8 and such of the provisions of rules 4, 14, 15 and 16 
as apply to, or in relation to, passengers and visitors who are not foreigners shall not apply to, or 
in relation to, Mr. Minard Hamilton, Representative of the United States Office of Economic 
Warfare for so long as he remains in that post. 

A. W. LOVATT, 

Under Secretary to the Oovernment of India. 
No. 1/48/43-^olitioal (E.). 

GOVERNMENT OP INDIA. 

HOME DEPARTMENT. 

Simla, the 22nd October, 1943. 

DECLARATION OF EXEMPTION. 

In oxfyoiso of the powers conferred by section 6 of the Registration of Foreigners Act, 1939 
(XVI of 1939), the Central Govorii'inent is pleased to declare that the provisions of the Registra- 
tion of Foreigner.'^ Rules, 1939, except rule 8 and such of the provisions of rules 4# 14, 16 and 16 
as apply to, or in relation to, passengers and visitors who are not foreigners, shall not apply to, 
or in gelation to, Mr. James Daniels, a member of the staff of the U. S. Office of War Information, 
for so^ long as ho remains in that post. 

A. W. LOVATT, 

Under Secretary to the Government of India. 



INFORMATION PROMISED IN REPLY TO QUESTIONS LAID ON THE TA^LE. 13 
No. 1/60/43-PoLincAL (E.). 

GOVERNMENT OF INDIA. 

HOME DEPARTMENT. 

Simla, the 29th October, 1943. 

DECLARATION OF EXEMPTION. 

In exercise of the powers conferred by section 6 of the Registration of Foreigners Act, 1939 
(XVI of 1939), the Central Government is pleased to declare that the provisions of the Registra- 
tion of Foreigners Rules, 1939, except rule 8 and such of the provisions of rules 4, 14, 16 and 16 
as apply to, or in relation to, passengers and visitors who are not foreigners, shall no W apply to, 
or in relation to, Mr. George W. Small, clerk at the United States Consulate at Karachi, for so long 
as he remains in that post. 

A. W. LOVATT, 

Under Secretary to the Qovm^ment of India. 
No. 1/30/43/PoLitioal (E.). 

GOVERNMENT OF INt>lA. 

HOME DEPARTMENT. 

New Delhi, the 20th September, 1943. 

NOTIFICATION. 

In exercise of the powers conferred by section 6 of the Registration of Foreigners Act, 1939 
(XVI of 1939), the Central Government is pleased to direct that the following further amendment 
shall be made in the Declarations published with the Notification of the Government of India in 
the Home Department No. 1/30/43-Politiral (E.), dated the 7th July 1943, namely :~ 

In clause (t), after the words “ issued by **, the words “ or on beiiaJt of ” shall be inst^rted. 

H. T. FRAMPTON, 

. .r-r • 

Joint Secretary to the Oovemment of India. 

The Honourable Mr. C. E. JONES : Sir, I lay on the table copies * of 

(1) Appropriation Accounts (Civil), 1941-42 and Audit Report, 1943. 

(2) Commercial Appendix to above. 

(3) Finance Accounts 1941-42, and Audit Report, 1943. 

(4) Appropriation Accounts (Railways), 1941-42, Parts I and II. 

(5) Capital Statements, Balance sheets of State Railways, 1941-42. 

(6) Balance sheets of Railway collieries and statements of all in costs of coal, 

1941-42. 

(7) Railway Audit Report, 1943. 

(8) Appropriation Accounts (Defence Services), 1941-42. 

(9) Commercial Appendix to above. 

(10) Audit Report, Defence , Services, 1943. 

(11) Appropriation Accounts (P. & T.), 1941-42, and Audit Report, J942. 

(12) Corrections to Appropriation Accounts (Civil) 1941-42 and Audit Report, 

1943. 

(13) Corrections to Railway Audit Report, 1943. 

(14) Correction to Commercial Appendix to the Appropriation Accounts 

(Civil), 1941-42 and the Audit Report, 1943. 

(15) Corrections to Appropriation Accounts (Railways), 1941-42. 

(16) Corrections to the Capital Statements, etc. of State Railways for 1941-42. 

MESSAGE FROM HIS EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR GENERAL. 

The Honourable the PRESIDENT : Honourable Members, I have a message 
to deliver from His Excellency the GovernoF General. The message is as follows 

“ ORDER. 

In pursuance of the provisions of sub -section (2) of section 63 A of the Government of India Ad, 
as set out in the Ninth Schedule to the Oovemment of India Act, 1935, I, Victor Alexander John, 
Marquess of Linlithgow, hereby nominate the following Members of the Council of State to be on the 
Panel of Chairmen of the said Council of State : — ♦ 

In the firshplace, the Honourable Sir David Devadoss ; in the second pUzee, the Honourable Mr, 
Maneckji Nadirshaw Dalai ; in the third place, the Honourable Sir Rahimtoola Chinoy ; and lastly 
the Honourable Mr. V. V. Kalikar: 

New Delhi, LINLITHGOW, 

The 17th October, 1943. Viceroy and Governor General.*' 


♦Not printed in these debates. Copies placed in the Library of the House. 
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COMMITTEE ON PETITIONS. 

, The Honourable the PRESIDENT : Under Standing Order 76 of the Council 
of State Standing Orders, I am rcquire(J at the cominenccment of each session to 
constitiitie a Committee on Petition consisting of the Chairman and four members 
The following members have at my request kindly consented to preside over and serve 
on the Committee. I accordingly have much pleasure in nominating as Chairman 
of the Committee the Honourable Raja Charanjit Singh and as members, the Honour- 
able Pai^dit H. N. Kunzru, the Honourable Sir K. Ramunni Monon, the Honourable 
Haji Syed Muhammad Hussain and the Honourable Mr. Maneckji Nadirshaw 
Dalai. 


' GOVERNOR GENERAL’S ASSENT TO BILLS. 

SECRETARY op the COUNCIL t Sir, information has been received that 
His Excellency the Governor General has been pleased to grant his assent to the 
following Bills which were passed by the Chambers of the Indian Legislature during 
the Monsoon session, 1943, namely : — 

(1) The Indian Boilers (Amendment) Act, 1943. ' 

(2) The Mines Maternity Benefit (Amendment) Act, 1943. 

(3) The Motor Vehicles (Drivers) Amendment Act, 1943. 

(4) The Agricultural Produce (Grading and Marking) Amendment Act, 

1943. 

(5) The Indian Army and Indian Air Force (Amendment) Act, 1943. 

(6) The Reciprocity (Amendment) Act, 1943. 

(7) The War Injuries (Compensation Insurance) Act, 1943. 

(8) The Delhi University (Amendment) Act, 1943. 

BILLS PASSED BY THE LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY LAID ON THE TABLE. 

SECRETARY op the COUNCIL : Sir, in pursuance of rule 25 of the Indian 
Legislative Rules, I lay on the table copies of the following Bills which were passed 
by the Legislative Assembly at its meeting held on tho 13th November, 1948, 
namely : — 

. A Bill further to amend tho Victoria Memorial Act, 1903. 

A Bill further to amend the Code of Criminal Procedure, 1898. (Second 
Amendment). 

A Bill to make certain provision for appeals in criminal cases tried by a 
High Court exercising criminal jurisdiction. 

A Bill further to amend the Code of Criminal Procedure, 1898. 

REPORT oi’ THE JOINT COMMITTEE ON THE BILL TO AMEND AND 

CODIFY THE HINDU LAW«RELATING TO INTESTATE SUCCESSION. 

The Honourable Mr. S. A. LAL (Nominated Official): Sir, I lay on the table 
the Report of the Joint Committee on the Bill to amend and codify the Hindu 
Law relating to intestate succession. 

The Honourable Sir MAHOMB^ USMAN (Leader of the House): Sir, 
as Honourable Members are aware, we meet on Wednesday the 17th for the trafi- 
saction of non-official^business, I suggest, Sir, if it is agreeable to you and to Honour- 
able Members, that we meet on Thursday the 18th and Friday tho 19th to discuss 
the food situation. 

Thb*Honourablb the PRESIDENT : I think that is a very opportune time. 
1 presume that that will be convenient to Honourable Members and that there will 
be no objection. 

(Honaurdbk Members : “ Quite convenient ”). 

The Council then adjourned till Eleven of.the Clock on Wednesday, the 17th 
November, 1943. 



COUNCIL OF STATE 
Wednesday, 17th JUfovember, 1943 

Tbe Council met in the Council Chamber of the Council House at Eleven of the 
Clocks the Honourable the President in the Chair. 

MEMBER SWORN. 

Sir Rahimtoola Chinoy (Nominated Non-official). 

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 

Export op Textile and other Piece-goods to Turkey. 

27. The Honou^lb Raja YUVERAJ DUTTA SINGH : (cp) Is it a fact 
that textile goods which Turkey formerly bought from Britain, she is now buying 
from India ; and about 500 tons of cotton yarn have already been shipped from 
India, and there were about 1,760 tons of piece-goods to be bought, upto the 
middle of August leust ? 

(6) Is it a fact that about 6,000 tons of jute purchases were awaiting shipment 
from India about the middle of August last ? 

(c) What are the facts with regard to (a) and (b) above ; and do Government 
propose to stop textile and other goods, which are urgently needed in India, to be 
shipped outside the country ? 

The Honourable Mr. N. R. PILLAI : (a) A quota of 2,250 tons of piece- 
goods and 1,300 tons of yarn has been fixed for export to Tiii key during 1943. Part 
of this quantity has been purchased and shipped. The bulk of Turkey’s pre-war 
supplies was drawn from continental Europe. 

(6) The Government of India have agreed to the export of 6,000 tons of jute 
goods to Turkey during the year 1943. The quantit}^ awaiting shipment in August 
last was 1,643 tons. 

(e) For the reasons stated in luy speech on the cotton piece-goods position on 
the 2nd March, 1943, it is not proposed to prohibit the export of cotton pioco-goods, 
though the scale of exports has been severely reduced. In the case of these and 
similar goods export quotas are fixed after a careful consideration of the internal 
supply position and other relevant factors. 

The Honourable Mr. HOSSAIN IMAM : Could the Honourable Member 
give the figures of the actual export last year ? 

The Honourable Mr. N. R. PILLAI : To what destination ? 

The Honourable Mr. HOSSAIN IMAM: To Turkey. 

The Honourable Mr. N. R, PILLAI : I am afraid I am not in possession of 
the precise figure. 

Employment of women for work in underground mines. 

28. The Honourable Baja YUVERAJ DUTTA SINGH : (a) Is it a fact 
that the International Labour Conference of 1934 unanimously recommended an 
intenmtio^l convention prohibiting women from being employed in under-ground 
work in mines ; and that the European workers* delegates declared at that Conference 
that it was inhuman to engage women for such work ? 

(6) Is it a fiBwt that the Government of India approved of, and adopted the 
Convention, and introduced legislation for the gradual abolition of women labour 
inside the mines ? 

(c) Is it a fact that this Convention has bqpn for sometime abrogated, and women 
in India are employed inside the mines ? If so, why ? 

(d) Are Government aware that due to War . conditions, the incre^*sing scarcity 

/Of food-|prains and their soaring prices, have caused the vitality of the poor people 
to deteriorate ; and women, under present conditions, are exceptionally unfit to b^r 
the senous strain of such under-ground labour ? • 

Dp Govenmient propose to t^e steps to prohibit women from being employed 
on under-ground work ? 

The Honourable Mr. H. C. PRIOR : (a) The Convention referred to by the 
Honourable Member was adopted unanimously by the International Labour Con- 
ference of 1935, and not 1934 as referred to by him. As regards the speech of a 

( 16 ) 
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workers’ delegate I presume the Honourable Member is referring to the speech of the 
Workers’ Adviser, British Empire, the purport of which was as the Honourable 
Member has stated. 

(6) Provision already existed in Section 29 of the Indian Mines Act, 1923, 
enabling reflations to be made prohibiting, among other matters, the employment 
of women in mines, below grounds Regulations were accor(Jingly made in this 
respect, which took effect from 1st October, 1937. 

(c) No. Women have been allowed to be employed in underground workings 
in coil mines in the Central Provinces since 2nd August, 1943, and in Berar since 
18th August, 1943. The restrictions on the employment of women underground 
were removed temporarily because the shortage of labour in the Central Provinces 
and Berar coalfields was affecting the output of coal and seriously impeding the war 
eflfort. 

(d) Government are not aware that scarcity of foodgrains and high prices have 
caused noticeable mal-nutrition in the Central Provinces and Berar coal fields areas. 
They do not consider that women in the Central Provinces and Berar are exceptionally 
unfit to bear the strain of underground labour. Women are not employed under- 
ground in coal cutting but in loading coal. Govetnment regret that no such imme- 
diate action as the Honourable Member proposes in the last part of the question can 
be taken by Government. 

The Honourable Mr. P. N. SAPRU : Is the health and the welfare of women 
a matter of no consequence so far as the war effort is concerned ? 

The Honourable the PRESIDENT : Does that arise out of the question ? 

The Honourable Mr. P. N. SAPRU : It arises out of the question in this 
way. The convention was aclojpted on the basis that work in mines affects the 
health of women. The convention has been abrogated. My question is is the health 
of women no concern of the Indian Government ? 

The Honourable the PRESIDENT : I quite understand your supplementary 
question ? But did you hear what Mr. Prior said last ? He said that women are 
only employed in the mines on loading work and no other work. Do you think that 
loading work endangers health in any way ? 

The Honourable Mr. P. N. SAPRU : Would you like women of the upper 
classes to do loading work ? If you would not like it, I say it is not good for women 
of the working classes to do that kind of work. 

The Honourable the PRESIDENT : There are tw^o objections to your 
question, Mr. Sapru. The first is that this question does not arise. You are at 
liberty to put any number of questions about welfare of women after giving notice. 
My principal objection is that it does not arise out of the question. 

The Honourable Mr. P. N. SAPRU : You answer for Mr. Prior. If you had 
said that the question does not arise out of Mr. Prior’s answer, I would have accepted 
-your ruling, but you are acting as the spokesman of Mr. Prior. 

The Honourable the PRESIDENT : As an old member you ought to know 
that the President has to decide about the admissibility of questions and not Mr. 
Prior or any other member. 

The Honourable Mb, HOSSAIN IMAM : Has the Government of the United 
Kingdom removed this convention and allowed women to work underground ? 

The Honourable Mr. H. 0. PRIOR : So far as I know, no. Sir. 

The Honourable Mr. HOSSAJN IMAM : Are we harder pressed for man- 
power than the United Kingdom Government ? 

The Honourable Mr. H. C. PRIOR : In the coal mines we are at the moment. 

The Honourable Pandit HIRDAY NATH KUNZRU : Was any effort 
made by the Government of the Central Provinces to get workers from outside ? 

The Honourable Mr. H. C. PRIOR : I think not. 

^Thb Honourable Pandit HIRDAY NATH KUNZRU : Will the Government 
of India ask them to make that attempt ? 

The Honourable Mr. H. C. PRIOR : We are already considering that. 

The Honourable Pandit HIRDAY NATH KUNZRU : Have Government 
in the meanwhile taken any special steps to protect the health and welfare' of the . 
women ! 



' QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 1 

The Honourable Mr. H. C. PRIOR : We had sent a Labour Welfare Officer 
to examine the conditions of work in the mines and have only just now received his 
report. 

The Honourable Mr. HOSSAIN IMAM : Have any maternity wards been 
opened in the coalfields ? 

The Honourable Mr. H. C. PRIOR : So far as we know, not underground. 

Extension op the Jurisdiction of Federal Court. 

29. The Honourable Raja YUVERAJ DUTTA SINGH : Will Qoveftiment 

state whether there is any proposal for the extension of the Federal Court’s juris- 
diction ; and if so, in what direction? Will Government give an outline of the 
proposal ? • 

The Honourable Mr. S. A. LAL : The question is under correspondence with 
the Secretary of State and I regret, I am not in a position to make any further state- 
ment at this stage. 

The Honourable Mr. HOSSAIN IMAM : In what directions are their powers 
to be increased ? 

The Honourable Mr. S. A. LAL : I have nothing to add to my answer. 

Disabilities of Indians in Canada. 

30. The Honourable Raja YUVERAJ DUTTA SINGH : Are Government 

aware that, in the words of Sir Robert Holland, Indians in Canada “ are subjected 
to disabilities, which tend to make them out-castes, apart from the specific disquali- 
fications. Nevertheless, they have to pay taxes to the Dominion, and Provincial 
Governments ”, and “ that in Canada British Asiatics are in more helpless position 
than aliens of Asiatic or other origin ” ? ( Hindustan Times y dated 27th August, 

1943). Will Government enumerate the disabilities and disqualifications of Indians 
in Canada ; and the steps taken to redress them ? 

The Honourable Mr. G. S. BOZMAN : The Government of India have 
seen the Proas Report referred to by the Honourable Member regarding the dis- 
abilities of Indians in Canada. It is in one province of Canada, viz., British Columbia 
that Indians suffer from certain disabilities arising mainly out of the denial of fran- 
chise rights to them. The Government of India have already made suitable repre- 
sentations on the question of conferring such rights on Indians domiciled in British 
Columbia. 

The Honourable Pandit HIRDAY NATH KUNZRU : When were those 
representations last made ? 

The Honourable Mr. G. S. ,B0ZMAN : The last communication Sir, was 
about two months ago. 

The Honourable Pandit HIRDAY NATH KUNZRU : Has any reply been 
received from the Dominion ? 

The Honourable Mr. G. S. BOZMAN : Not yet, Sir. 

The Honourable Pandit HIRDAY NATH KUNZRU : Did the Government 
of India make these representation^ direct to the Dominion Government or through 
the British Government ? 

The Honourable Mr. G. S. BOZMAN : Through the British Government. 

Escape of Seourtty Prisoner Revati Ranjan Chakravarty from Red 

Fort, Delhi. 

3L The Honourable Raja YUVERAJ DUTTA SINGH : Is it a fact that 
a security prisoner, Revati Ranjan Chakravarty, who was confined in the Rod Fort, 
Delhi, escaped from confinement ? If so, what are the facts ? For what offence 
was he confined, and how long was he under detention ? 

The Honourable Mr. E. CONRAN-SMITH : The Honourable Member is 
doubtless refemng to a prisoner named Rohini Ranjan Chakrabartti who recently 
escaped from confinement in the Red Fort, Delhi, but who has since been re- 
captured. Rohini Ranjan Chakrabartti is detained for military reasons which it 
would not be in the public interest to disclose and I am not prepared to give any 
further details of his case. 

The Honourable Pandit HIRDAY NATH KUNZRU : How long has he 
been^ security prisoner ? 



18 COUNCIL OP STATE [l^TH NoV. 1948 

The Honoubablb Mb. E. CONRAN-SMITH : I am afraid I cannot give the 
Honourable Member the information. 

The Honourable Mb. HOSSAIJI IMAM: Have Government made any 
enquiries into the methods of his escap# and punished those who were responsible 
for the escape .1 

The Honourable Mb. E. CONRAN-SMITH : I have already stated that I 
regret I am not prepared to give any more information about this case. 

Tje Honourable Mr. HOSSAIN IMAM : I am not asking any information 
about the prisoner. I am asking for information about the Warders, whether those 
who were responsible for keeping him in detention have been suitably dealt with. 

The Honourable Mr. E. CONRAN-SMITH : I shall have to ask for notice 
of that question. 

Appointment of Major-General George E. Stbatemeybr as Theatre Air 
Officer in India, Burma and China. 

32. The Honourable Raja YUVERAJ DUTTA SINGH : Is it a fact that 
one Maj.-Gen. George E. Stratemeyer, who arrived in India sometimes back has been 
appoint “ Theatre Air Officer in Inffia, Burma, and China ? What are the duties 
of this post ? What is his salary and how much of it will be borne by India ? 

His Excellency the COMMANDER-in-CHIEF : Major , General Strate- 
meyer has been appointed Commanding General of the Army Air Forces, India- 
Burma Sector of the China-India-Burma Theatre. As regards his duties, he is the 
Commanding General of all United States Army Air Force units in India and is Air 
Adviser to the Commanding General of the United States Army Forces in the China- 
Burma-India Theatre. . . 

His salary is fixed by the United States Government and is paid entirely by 
that Government. 

Price of and Manufacture of XE Locomotives. 

33. The Honourable Raja YUVERAJ DUTTA SINGH : Is it a fact that 
the price paid in 1930*31 for XE locomotives in service on the East Indian Railway 
was Rs. 1,34,110 each, the contract price fixed for each XE locomotive ordered 
in the United Kingdom in 1939-40, was Rs. 1,86,882 which was cancelled later on ; 
and the contract price for each XE locomotive now to be supplied by the United 
States of America is estimated to cost Rs. 3,00,000 ? How many locomotives have 
been contracted to be supplied by the U. S. A. to this country, and why is the 
price of the locomotive so much higher^ than in previous years ? Are such 
locomotives not manufactured in this country ? 

The Honourable Sir ^SATYENDRA NATH ROY : The figures quoted by 
the Honourable Member of the prices paid for XE locomotives in use on the East 
Indian Railway and contracted for supply from the United Kingdom in 1939-40 
are correct. 

The number of XE locomotives to be obtained from the United States of 
America is 40 and these will be supplied under Lease-Lend arrangements. 

Locomotives of the XE type are not manufactured in India. 

The Honourable Pandit HIRDAY NATH KUNZRU : Have the Govern- 
ment of India made any attempts to manufacture locomotives during the war in 
India ? 

The Honourable Sib SATYENDRA NATH ROY : I understand. Sir, that 
some broad gauge locomotives are being built in Ajmer but they are of the smaUest 
type. 

The Honourable Pandit HIRDAY NATH KUNZRU : What is the number 
of locomotives of the broad gauge type that are being built there ? 

The Honourable Sib SATYENDRA NATH ROY : I regret •! have not got 
that information here. 

The Honourable Pandit HIRDAY NATH KUNZRU : Has any attempt 
been made by the (Sovehiment of India to get the necessary machinery from the 
United States and other places in order tp be able to start locomotive construction 
in this country ? . 
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The Honourable Sib SATYENDRA NATH ROY : To the best of my know- 
ledge that matter is under correspondence at the present time. 

The Honourable Pandit HIRDAY NATH KUNZRU : Has it been under 
correspondence since the publication of th# Locomotive Construction Committee 
Report ? 

The Honourable Sir SATYENDRA NATH ROY : No, Sir, since the state- 
ment made by the Honourable Member for War Transport, I think, in the Budget 
debate. 

The Honourable Pandit HIRDAY NATH KUNZRU : What is the situa- 
tion now ? I mean to say, may we reasonably expect to get the machinery asked 
for ? 

The Honourable Sir SATYENDRA NATH ROY : I must have notice of 
that question. 

Air Service between Florida to Chunoking via the South Atlantic, 

Africa and India. 

34. The Honourable Raja YUV^RAJ DUTTA SINGH : Is it a fact that 
an air service between Florida to Chungking, via the South Atlantic, Africa and 
India — a journey of about 17,000 miles is operated by the United States Army 
Air Transport Command ? If so, will Government give the main details of this 
service, and the facilities afforded to India, and its financial implications, or other 
obligations imposed ? 

His Excellency the COMMANDBR-in-CHIEF ; The air service in question 
is operated solely by the United States Air Transport Command and is exclusively 
a military one for service personnel and service freight. For security reasons details 
of the running of the service cannot be given. No financial or other obligation is 
imposed on India in connection with the running of this service. 

Meeting of the Cantonment Board, Ambala^ in the absence of the 

President. 

35. The Honourable Mr. V. V. KALIKAR : Will Government state whether 
it is a fact that — 

(а) during the station leave of Brigadier A. P. Churchill, President, Cantonment 
Board, Ambala, Lieut.-Col. J. G. I. Keys, officiating Station Commander, Ambala, 
presided at the Ambala Cantonment Board meeting held on 30th July, 1943 ; 

(б) the elected members protested against this and staged a walk-out .; 

(c) after this walk-out, the officiating Station Commander ^journed the meeting 
to the next day at 10-30 a.m. ; and 

(d) the Officiating Station Commander did the act mentioned in (c) with6ut 
taking any oath ? 

The Honourable Mauk Sir FIROZ KHAN NOON : (a) Brigadier A. P. 
ChurohiU was not on station leave but on war leave and during his absence Lt.-CoL 
J. G. I. Keys was appointed Station Commander, Ambala, and as such he presided 
at the Ambala Cantonment Board meeting held on the 30th July 1943. 

(b}y (c) and (d) Government is aware that six of the seven elected members 
acted at first as stated by the Honourable Member. After it was explained to them 
that Brigadier Churchill being on war leave Lt.-Col. Keys was at that time the 
Officer Commanding the Station and as such became ipso facto the President of the 
Cantonment BoaM under section 20 (Jf) read with section 13 (3) (a) of the Canton- 
ments Act, 1924, they returned to the Board R8om and resumed their seats. Lt.-Col. 
Keys then took the oath while the Vice-President L. Kishan Chand was in the Chair. 
The Vice-President then vacated the Chair for the President and the latter there- 
after presided at the meeting. 

PEBFORBfANOE OF THE DUTIES AND FUNCTIONS OF THE PRESIDENT, CaNTON- 

• ment Board, Ambala. 

36. The Honourable Mr, V. V. KALIKAR : (a) Will Government state 
whether it is a fact that ever since the absence of the President, Cantonment Board 
referred to in the prece^Ung question the Officiating Station Commander exercised 
all the powers and assumed all the functions of the President to the entire exclu* 
sion of the Vice-President ? 
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(6) If so, is it in consonance with*the provisions of i^ections 20 and 23 of the 
Cantonments Act which lay down respectively that the military officer holding the 
office of the President shall not vacate it merely by reasons of his temporary absence 
from the station on station leave and that the Vice-President shall perform all the 
duties of the President in his absence ? 

The Honourable Malik Sir FIROZ KHAN NOON : (a) Under section 20 (1) 

of the Cantonments Act, 1024, it is only when the President is absent from the 
statior^ in a temporal}?' capacity either on duty or on station leave or during the 
transfer of his headquarters to a hill station that he does not vacate the office of Pre- 
sident and the Vice-President, under section 23 of the Act, carries on in his absence. 
As stated in jeply to parts (6), (c) and (d) of question No. 35, Lt.-Col. Keys was the 
President of the Cantonment Board, while ^^rigadier Churchill was on war leave, 
he was competent to act as such subject to any delegations previously made by the 
latter officer to the Vice-President under sub-section (2) of section 22 of the Act. 

(if) Does not arise. 

Correct recording of the Proceedings op the Ambala Cantonment 

Board. 

37. The Honourable Mr. V. V. KALIKAR : If the answers to the preced- 
ing two questions be in the affirmative, will Government state whether these facts 
are truly recorded in the Ambala Cantonment Board's Proceedings? If not, why not ? 

The Honourable Malik 8ir FIROZ KHAN NOON : No. The attention of 
the Honourable Member is invited to my answer to parts (b), (c) and (d) of question 
No. 36. 

Supply Member’s opinion on the “Four Freedoms" in the B. B. C.'s 

discussion. 

38. The Honourable Mr. HOSSAIN IMAM : Did the opinions expressed 
by the Honourable the Supply Member in the B. B. C.’s discussion of four freedoms 
on 1st November at 9-45 p.m. reflect the opinion of the Government of India ; if not, 
what are the Government’s decisions on the questions raised by Lord Hailey ? 

The Honourable Sir MAHOMED USMAN : The reply to the 
first part of the Honourable Member’s question is in the negative. As regards 
the second part no “ decisions ’’ by Government are called for. 

The Honourable Pandit HIRDAY NATH KUNZRU : Am I to understand 
that Members of the Governor-General’s Executive Council can express opinions on 
political matters which are entirely their own ? 

The Honourable Sir MAHOMED USMAN : Wo can certainly express our 
personal opinions. 

The Honourable Mr. HOSSAIN IMAM : Is it a fact that this discussion 
was recorded before he assumed charge of the portfolio of Supply ? 

The Honourable Sir MAHOMED USMAN : As far as I remember, it was 
after ho assumed charge of his portfolio. 

The Honourable Mr. P. N. SAPRU : What was his position before he became 
Supply Member ? He was a Member of the Government of India ; was he not ? 

The Honourable Sir MAHOMED USMAN : Yes. 

The Honourable Mr. P. N. SAPRU : Therefore, is it'a fact that it was open 
to sQpae Members of the Government of India to advocate Pakistan, for others to 
say that there shall be no freedom, and for others to say that there shall be complete 
independence ? Is that the position ?• 

The Honourable Sir MAHOMED USMAN : I think they can express their 
personal opinions. 

The Honourable Mr. P. N. SAPRU : Would it be open to a Member of the 
Governjnent of India to say “ Quit India’’ ? I understand the Honourable the 
Leader of the House to say that they can express their personal opinions. Would 
it be open to a Member of the Government of India to say to his cofleagues “ Quit 
India ’’ ? 

The Honourable Sir MAHOMED USMAN : No, because he has taken the 
oath of allegiance to His Majesty the King-Emperor. 

The Honourable Mr. P. N. SAPRU : That does not involve the oath of 
allegiance. 
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Payments to Peovinces in connection with “ Grow More Food ” cam- 
paign. 

39. The Honourable Mr. HOSSAIN JMAM : Will Government lay on the 
table a statement of the amounts given to 5ach province under the Grow More Food 
campaign and the specific scheme for which given, specifying the amouiiis of free 
gifts and loans, separately ? 

The Honourable Sjr'JOGENDKA SINGH ; A statement showing the loans 
and grants sanctioned by the Government of India to Provincial Governments 
during the current financial year for ‘‘ Grow Move Food Campaign ’’ schemes is 
laid on the table of .the House. In addition grants totalling R-s. 28,83,721 were 
made from the Cotton Fund to Provinc;cs and States for diverting «hort staple 
cotton to food crops cftiring 1942-43. 

showing loans and grants sanctioned by the Oovernment of India to Provincial and States 
Qomrmnents during 1943 44 for Grow more Food Schemes. 


N ITU i of Provinco or Stata and schoraos sanctioned. Loans lis. Grants from Grant from 


•» 

. Madras— 


Central 

R' von 11 os. 

Cotton 

Fund. 

( 1 ) Paddy seed multiplication Kchomo in Vizapapatom 
Chingleput, (Juntur and Cliittor District.s 


53,300 


(2) Mooting half tho cost of the permanent advance 
to the Director of Agriculture, Madras for 
financing supply of manures to CultivatoiR 

5,00,000 



(3) Distribution of paddy seeds to the Cultivators . 

14,00,000 



(4) Free distribution of manures to poor deserving 
ryots . . . . . . . . 


24,000 


(5) Grant of loans to actual Cultivators at Rs. 2 per 
acre for the reduction of cotton cultivation 



1,46,666 

(6) Incidental expenses and overhead chargee of tho 
scheme for the distribution of paddy seeds, to the 
cultivators [Scheme (3) above] .... 


1,55.400 


(7) Annual overhead charges • (except transport 
charges) of the scheme 2 above for the purchase 
of groundnuts cake and fishguano for sale to 
ryots as manure and losses which may be 
incurred by the sale of this manure 

Amount not 

yot known. 



19,00,000 

2,32,700 

1,46,666 

, Bombay — 




( 1 ) Interest free taccavi adv^ancos repayable in 3 years 
for the cultivation of cultivable waste lands . 

3,00,000 

1,00,000 


(2) Scheme for the distribution of improved seeds of 
rice, wheat, jo war and gram and ordinary seeds 
of hajra ....... 


93,106 

1,28,833 

(3) Supply of manures at concession rates to culti- 
vators provided the Central Governments share 
does not exceed Rs. 20 per ton (no manure will 
bo transported from outside the province. 

C. R. P. will bo consulted for rail movements; . 


2,00,000 


(4) Supply of 200 tons of bone-meal manure to culti- 
vators in Kanara District at concession rates for 
manuring paddy lands . . « . . 


1,927 


((>) Cash rewards to cultivators of cotton tracts for 
growing food crops in place of short staple 
cotton . • . . • « 



• 

58,000 

(0) Grant to the Provincial Government as 80 per 
cent of the loss sustained by them- on supply of 
food crop seeds at concession rates . 



1,62,000 


-3,00,000 

3,95,093 

3,38,333 
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Grants from Grant from 
Name of Province or State and schemes sanctioned. Loans Rs. Central Cotton 

Revenues. Fund. 

3. Bengal — * • 

(1) Distribution of 3 lakh maunds of Amon paddy 


seeds for lands newly BROUGHT UNDER culti- 
vation and for areas afGdcted by natural calamities 

last year . . r . . . . 33,25»000 ^,26,000 

(2) itdditional staff for the intensification of food 

production drive 76,000 

(3) Emergency Irrigation projects (0 schemes) • «.• Ii25,762 

(4) Purohaso of 50,000 maunds of wheat seed for 

distribution to cultivators . . • . . 4,50,000 2,25,000 

(5) Purchase and distribution of 42,000 maunds of 

gram, lentil, and mustard seeds for rabi season . 4,34,000 

(6) Purchase of 1 lakh maunds of potato seeds and 
75,000 maunds of oil cakes for distribution to 

growers 14,00,000 1,73,500 

(7) Substitute crops in flood affected areas in the 
Province to encourage the growing of rabi crops 
in place of rice by purchase and distribution of 

56,400 maunds of seeds 6,06,000 70,000 

(8) Irrigation by Persian wheels — wheat and potato 

crops . . . . . . 16,000 

(9) Drainage sohepies in furtherance of the ** Grow 
More Food Campaign ’* in the Districts of 
Bakarganj, Myhnensingh, Nadia, Bogra and 

Khuhia 96,800 


62,15,000 13,14,052 


4. United Provinces — 

( L) Distribution of oil cakes (1 lakh maund) to culti- 
vators covering 20,000 acres of paddy . . . 1,00,000 

(2) Emergency Irrigation Projects ... . . 7,50,000 

(3$ Compost making and preservation of Urine earth . . 25,000 

(4) Opening of 20 new seed stores in the backward 

state — Tubewell areas . . * . • • 17,500 

(5) Opening of 84 new seed stores for the multiplica- 
tion and distribution of improved paddy seeds 
and the stocking of pedigree seeds for rennovating 

the seed stocks in the existing seed stores 42,000 


9,34»500 


3. Punjab — 

(1) Reclamation of 50,000 acres of ‘ Sadab ’ (riverain) 
lands for cultivation of wheat, gram and Barley 


3,00,000 


6. Central Provinces and Berar — 

(1) Scheme relating to the sinking of wells 

25,00,000 

1,00,000 

4,00,000 

(2) Construction of field embankments for converting 
single crop areas into dd-/as^'-areaa . 

2,00,000 

1,00,000 


(8) Free distribution of gram seed for newly broken 
lands . . . . . 


1,25,000 

1,25,000 

(4) Free distribution of ^ann-hemp se^ for green 
. manuring 20,000 acres of land moat of which 

should go under wheat . * / * 


70,000 


(5) Purchase ^and distribution of oil cake manure 
(10,000 tons) for 54,000 acres on condi- 
tion that these oil cakes will be used for manuring 
riee crop only 

7.50,000 

4,00,000 


(6) Additional staff for the intensification the food 

production drive 

(7) Muramnala Irrigation scheme .... 


c 

50,000 


, , 

3,25,000 


(8) Extension of Potato cultivation 

.. 

12,500 



34,50,000 

11,82,500 

5,25,000 
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Name of Province or State and schemes scmctioned. Loans Rsr 

Grants from 

Grant from 

Central 

Cotton 

7. Bihar — , • * 

(1) pistribution of Improved seeds of paddy and 
manure for 2 lakhs acres at concession rates . 

Revenues. 

1,00,000 

Fund. 

(2) Additional staff for the intensification of food 
production drive ...... 

15,652 


(3) Six Ganges river side pumping sets . 

59,000 

• 

(4) 76 Standard Ij^ cusec tube-wells each with 3 
miles channel, 1 mile long 11 K. V. line and 
transformers ...... 

4,41,000 


(5) 12 river-bed percolation pumps energised by 2 
mobile generating sets 

73,000 


(6) A 70 mile long 33 K. V. main electric feeder line 
from Patna Power station through Bakhtiarpur 
and Bihar to Ruanger Sarai . 

2,36,000 



9,24,052 


8. Assam — 


(1) Scheme for the distribution of seeds and manures 
. at concessional rates — > 


(a) Paddy seeds ...... 

2,41,000 

60,000 

(6) Pulses ....... 

1,93,687 

58,100 

(c) Wheat and barley ..... 

52,500 

21,000 

(d) Oil Seeds 

27,100 

4,800 

(e) Manures ....... 

37,500 

13,417 

(/) Potatoes ....... 

3,50,000 

35,000 

(gr) Contingencies and storage (26 seed stores) 
for above items ...... 


17,500 

(2) Emergency Irrigation — 

(a) Small projects . , . . , 


1,10,000 

(b) Staff for minor Irrigation Projects 


75,268 

(c) Sale of 50 Persian wheels to cultivators at 
50 per cent, of cost .... 


7,500 


9,01,867 4,02,585 


Orissa — 

(1) Reclamation of waste lands to the extent of 
66,000 acres ....... 

3,76,600 

38,400 

(2) Scheme for increasing do-faali areas to the extent 
of 39,000 acres 

1,60,500 

45,000 

(3) Purchase and distribution of green manure seed 
free of cost for the paddy crops 


6,750 

(4) Provision of tendas for irrigation from existing 
wells for wheat and ragi crops 


27,000 

(5) Additional staff for the Intensification of food 
production drive . ... 


27,500 

(6) Supply of 15,000 maunds of groundnut o^e 
manum to cultivators at concession rate Tor 
. manuring 5,000 acres of ' paddy lands in the 
canal irrigated tracts of the Province 

40,300 

22,500 

1 

5,77,300 

1,67,150 


X 


10. Sind-^ ^ 

(1) PuTQhaae of improved paddy seeds in Kharif 

1944 . 

'(2) Raising of Rice seedlings in Karachi District . 
(3) Purchi^ and distribution of Millet seeds . 


2,00,000 

6,335 

55,000 


2,61,33^ 
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- Grants from Grants from 


Name of Province or State and schemes sanctioned. 

Loans Rs. 

Central 

Cotton 



Revenues. 

Fund. 

11. Coorg — ^ <• 

(1) Grant of bonus to actual cultivators at Rs. 7-8 
and Rs. 20 per aero for the cultivation of waste 

/ 



lands to tlie extent of 1,500 acres of dryland 
and 1,500 acres of wet land rospootivoly . 


41,250 


(2) Additional Staff for intensification of food pro- 
duction drive ...... 


7,200 


12. Ajmer -Mer\j6ara — 

(1) Grant of bonus to actual cultivators at Rs. 2 jjer 
aero for diverting areas from short staple cotton 
to food crops . . . . ' . 


48,450 

29,185 

(2) Distribution of wheat gram and Barley seeds . 

•• 

* *70,000 


Grand Total 

1,33,44,167 

62,33,017 

10,39,184 


fiiJNOAL Government’s purchasks of Foodgrains. 

40. Tins lioNOURABLE Mr. HOSSAIN IMAM : Is it a fact thot the Bengal 
Governnicnt’H pi .rcliaMcs of foodgraiiis are still lying in tlie provinces under embargo ^ 
Will Government lay on the table a full statement of the full amount bought by 
the Bengal Government in each province, the amount sent out by each province 
up to 30th September and the amount despatched in October out of this ? 

The Honourable Mr. B. 11. SEN : Presumably the Honourable Member is 
referring to purchases during the free trade period in the Provinces of Bihar, Orissa, 
Assam and the Eastern States. Most of these purchases were by private ^merchants 
and not by Bengal Govermnent itself. Under agreement reached between the 
Bengal Govenunent and the other administrations th(^se purchases, which were 
the subject of embargoes, have now been permitted to bo released by the adminis- 
trations concerned. Information is not available of the full amounts bought 'Ey 
the Bengal Government itself in each Province or the amounts despatched from 
other Provinces against such purchases upto either 30th of September, or in the 
month of October. 

The Honoubablb Mr. HOSSAIN IMAM : Do I tahe it that the Govern- 
ment has not asked for this information, or that it cannot be collected ? 

The Honourable Mr. B. R. SEN : We have not yet asked for this in- 
formation. 

The Honourable Mr. HOSSAIN IMAM : Has the attention of the Govern- 
ment been drawn to the Bengal Government’s protest against the embargo placed 
by the different Governments ? 

The Honourable Mr. B. R. SEN : The embargo in the case of Orissa has 
already been raised, as I have explained. 

Pre-war import of Rice, etc., by Bengal. 

41. The Honourable Mr. HOSSAIN IMAM : Will Government state the 
a verage annual pre-war net import of rice and paddy by sea and by rail by the 
Province of Bengal ? 

The Honourable Mr. B. R. SEN : The average annual pre-war net imports 
of rice and paddy by sea and rail into Bengal were as follows : — 

Rice 25, 288 tons. 

Paddy 56,659 tons. 

The Honourable Mr. HOSSAIN IMAM : For what period is this average ? 

The Honourable Mr. B. R. SEN : Three years, from 1936-37. 

Supply of Rice, Paddy, etc., to Bengal for Civil and Defence Forces. 

42t' The Honourable Mr. HOSSAIN IMAM : Will Government lay on the 
table a statement of the amount of rice and paddy and of other foodgrdRns separately 
sent to Bengal for Civil and Defence forces apart in each of the ten months of thbi 
year ? 

The Honourable Mr. B. R. SEN : A statement is placed on the table show- 
ung despatches of differept foodgrains to Bengal for Civil consumption since 
•January, 1943. ♦ 
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Information regarding foodgrains despatched to Bengal on account of the 
Defence Services during the same period is not readily available and I regret that 
I am not prepared to undertake its oollectfon which docs not appear to be justi- 
fiable. • • 


Statement showing quantities of foodgrains despatched to Bengal during the 
period from January to October ^ 1943. 

In Tons. 



Rice. 

Wheat* 

iiK'hiding 

Products. 

Millets. 

Grain. 

Total. 

J anuary ...... 

725 

576 


p. 

1,301 

February ...... 

4,761 

2,090 

i4i 


7,692 

March ...... 

5,157 

5,668 

557 


11,382 

April ...... 

18,924 

17,871 

7,146 

2,166 

46,097 

May . . . . 

26,821 

7,331 

1,118 

311 

35,r.84 

Juno . ... 

17,766 

22.367 

10,203 


50.336 

July 

(a)89,441 

19,777 

2,36>() 

92 

111,070 

AugURt . . , . 

15,667 


5,428 

289 

46,524 

September . ... 

36,858 

52,058 

19,079 

430 

107, 125 

October upto 28bh .... 

28.358 

21,197 

10,246 

3.478 

63,579 

Total 

(by Montjily break down not available 
for' Wheat Products 

Australian wheat ( before April 1943) 


1 75,078 

44,544 

11,066 

56,278 


4S«,490 

44.541 

11,066 

Total 

243,378 

230,688 

56,278 

6,756 

537,100 


(а) includes free trade despatches, 

(б) Permitg issued. Actual despatches up to 11th November, 1943, amount to 36,820 tons. 

The Honourable Mr. HOSSAIN IMAM : May I appeal to the War Member 
to give Us some information, if not full information, on lh(‘ subject? 

The Honourable the PRESIDENT : i do not think the Honourable Member 
is entitled to ask that question of the War Member now. 

Stock of Foodgrains held and bought by the Military in Bengal, 

Assam and Bihar. 

43. The Honourable Mr. IIOSSAIN IivL\M : What was the amount of 
foodgrains held by the military in Bengal, Assam and Bihar, on 3bth September, 
1943, and the amount bought locally in Bengal, during the year 1943 ? 

His Excellency the COMMANDER-in -CHIEF : The total tonnage of 
foodgrains held by the military in Bengal, Assam and Bihar on 30th September, 
1943 was 28,574. As far as can be ascertained nonij of this was bought locally in 
Bengal. 

Quantum and Value of Textiles bought by the Supply Department for 

Foreign Countries. 

44. The Honourable Mr. HOSSAIN IMAM : Will Government lay on the 
table a statement of the quantum and value of textiles bought by the Suj^ply 
Department for His Majesty’s Government and China and oilier Governments 
for export outside India during the last six quarters ? 

The Honourable Mr. Mw S. A. HYDARI : T lay a statement on tJie table. 

STATBMBift? No. 1. 

<a) Staiement showing estimatel quantities and values of (6) QmntUies and valms of cotton texi^s arrar^ed directly 
C^n Textiles purchased by the Qovemment of India for export to ** GROUP and o^r Allied cmMnes 

in the six quarters February 1942 to July 1943. in the Panel Year February, 1942-^January 1943. 



Quantity. Approxi- 
mate. 
Value. 


mi&ons.) 


(In lakhB 
of Rs.) 


Yds. 


256*660 11,74*00 

266*660 11,74*00 

246*090 14,42*16 

245*090 14,42*16 

178*089 15,78*65 

178*089 15,78*65 


A. Piecegoods— ... 

(i) For Group countries, includ- 

ing H. M. G. . .Yds. 

(ii) For Cliina . . „ 

«4i) For Turkey . , „ 


Quantity. Approxl- 
• mate. 
Value, 
(lu (In lakhs, 
millions), of Hs.) 


268*937 13,64*86 

21*440 84*08 

40*310 1,37*30 


• >* 
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Quantity Appioxl. 

mate 

Value. 

(In (In lakha 

milUons.) of BsSi 

A. Bulk Purekase contd. 

(ii) Miscellaneous Itema like Towels, 

Sheets, etc 


Quantity. Approxl* 
mate. 
Value. 

(In (In lakhs 
miiUona). of Rs.) 

Feb./April 1942 . 

May/ July 1942 
Aug./Oct. 1942 . 

Nov./ Jan. 1943 
Feb./April 1943 
May/July 1943 . 


67-12 

67-12 

62-46 

62-45 

49-66 

49-65 




(itt) Cloth for Turkey — 
Aprll/Sep. 194^ . 

40-310 

1,37-30 



* 

B. Cotton Yamt including 

Cordage for TeniSt 

Hosierut 

B. Ycrn— 



Wehbingt etc . : — 

1942-43 

lbs. 120-000 

18,00-00 

(estimate). 

ForCliina . . . lbs. 

„ Turkey 
,, 8. Africa 
„ Australia 

,*,* ®.*Ea8t . 

4-800 

2-240 

0-400 

2-400 

0-234 

0-360 

42-62 

14-80 

3-82 

18-13 

1-22 

1-19 

C. Non-Bulk Items — 



C. Non-BuUe Items — 



May, 1942— July, 1948 


6,22,24 

For HMG (Cotton Waste) 


16-09* 


*May» 194i&--July. 1943. 
Statement Ko. 2. 

TextUet other than cotton TextiUt. 

Woollen and Jute Cloth 

Jute BagH 

Woollen Blanketn, etc. . . . . ■ . 

Wowted Yam 

Silk Yam 

The total value of these articles is Es. 8,62,82,000 approximately. 


100,966,760 Yds. 
316,299,630 
199,670 
38,700 lbs. 
695,000 lbs. 


Quantum and Value of Textiles exported on Non-Government Account. 


46. The Honourable Mr. HOSSATN IMAM : Will Government state the 
quantum and value of textiles exported outside India on non-Govemment account 
in each of the last six quarters ? 

The Honourable Mr. N. R. PILLAI : I lay on the table a statement showing 
the quantity and value of cotton piece-goods exported from British India by sea on 
non-Goverhment account during each of the past six quarters ending with June, 
1943. 


Statement efmuing the quantity and value of Cotton Piecegoods exported from British India by Sea 
on non-Oovemment Account during each of six quarters ending with June^ 194 3 ^ 


Quarter ending with 


Quantity in 

Value in 





thousand yards. 

rupees thousand. 

March 1942 




266,232 

9,87,46 

June 1942 




276,223 

10,39,32 

September 1042 « 




211,528 

8,75,32 

December 1942 




182,678 

9,65,19 

March 1943 




147,667 

10,05,82 

June 1943 



• 

131,776 

9,84,46 




Total 

1,214,999 

58,47,66 


Purchases of Textiles by the Supply Department. 


46. The Honourable Mb. HOSSAIN IMAM : Will Government give an 
approximate estimate of purchases of textiles by the Supply Department during 
the year 1943-44 ? What proportion of this is for consumption of Indian Army, for 
foreign army in India and for export to foreign and empire countries ? 

^E Honourable Mr. M. S. A. HYDARI : The value of purchases of Cotton 
Textiles, by the Government of India during the year 1943-44 is about Rs. 72 crores 
and 21 lakhs ; of textiles other than cotton textiles, about 14 crores 4 & lakhs. I am 
unable to give a break-up of the supplies under the different heads required. 

The Honourable Mr. HOSSAIN IMAM : Can the Honourable Member give 
us figures about exports out of India ? 

The Honourable Mr. M. S. A. HYDARI : They have been given by my 
Honourable colleague on my right (Mr. Pillai.). 
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Allotment of Lend-Lease Lobbies. 

" 47. The Honoubablb Mb. HOSSAIN IMAM : Will Goveriunent give a full 
statement of Lend-Lease lorries given to private individuals, firms and companies in 
each province up to 30th October and on^vhat terms ? How many are left over for 
disposal ? What is the basis of this allotment ? 

The Honourable Sib SATYENDRA NATH ROY : The details asked for 
are not readily available. They are being obtained and a statement will be laid 
on the table in due course. ^ 

Lease Lend vehicles allocated for civil use are distributed by the War Transport 
Department to the Provinces on the basis of known or estimated essential require- 
ments and are allotted by Provincial Motor Transport Controllers tg Government 
Departments, firms or in^viduals in accordance with priority of demands, subject 
to the following conditions : — 

(i) that the vehicle will bo eniployed on war work or essential civil work con- 
nected with the war or to relieve conditions brought about by the war ; 

(ii) that the vehicle will be properly maintained and will not be overloaded or 
driven at excessive speed ; 

(in) that producer gas plants will be fitted to it, if required to do so by Govern- 
ment ; 

(iv) that the vehicle will not be sold without the permission in writing of the 
Provincial Motor Transport Controller ; and 

(v) that the vehicle will be surrendered to Govenuiient at a valuation if 
demanded. 

Out of 6,002 vehicles placed at the disposal of the War Transport Department up 
to the end of October only 27 had not been allocated by that Department on that 
date. Particulars of the numbers not allocated by Provincial Controllers will be 
given in the Statement I have promised to lay on the table. 

Gazetted appointments in the Supply, Infobmation and Broadcasting 

AND Food Departments. 

48. The Honourable Mr. HOSSAIN IMAM ; WiU Government lay on the 
table a statement of the new gazetted appointments made in the Supply Depart- 
ment, Information and Broadcasting Department and the Department of Food 
since 1st April to 30th October, 1943 1 

The Honourable Mr. B. R. SEN : Statements giving the required information 
are laid on the table of the House. 


StaUment giving the inf ormatumyequired in question No, 48 in the Council of State by the Honourable 

Mr, Hossain Imam, 


Serial Name. Designation. 

No. 

DEPARTMENT OF FOOD (SECRETARIAT). 


Mr. R. H. Hutchii^, O.M.O., C.I.B., I.C 
Mr. W.H. Kirby . 

Mr. N. T. Mone, I.C.S. 

Mr. S. M. Yusuf, LC.S. 

Mr. S- R. Maini,,P.O.S. 

Rai Bahadur D. N. Maitra 
Mr. I. J. Malhan, B.A. 

Mr. A. A. Shah 

DIRECTORATE 

Mr. R. B. Sen, I.C.S. 

Hon*bld Somerset Butler 
Col. Ja, J. L. Addison, I.A. 

Mr. Ml D. Apoatolides 

• 

Mr. B. L. Sahney 
Mr. S. N* Sikand . 

Dr. H. S. Bhai 
Mr. A. E. daOosta . 

0 Mr. Q. Cbaudhary 


5.S. Secretary. 

Rationing Adviser. 

Daputy Secretary. 

Under Secretary. 

Under Secretary, 

Assistant Secretary. 

Superintendent. 

^ Superintendent. 

GENERAL, FOOD. 

Director General of Food. 

Deputy Director General (Grains). 
Assistant Director General (Purchase). 
Offioer-in'-Charge, Karachi Footlgrains 
Reserve Depot. 

Deputy Director. 

Deputy Director. 

Deputy Director. 

Assistant Secretary and Amministrative 
Officer. 

Assistant Director. 
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Serial Namo. Designation. 

No. 


10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 
17 
IB 

19 

20 
21 
22 
23 


1 

2 
3 


1 


3 


4 

6 

6 

7 


1 

2 

3 


Mr. J. S. Narayana . 

Mr. I. U. Lakhia 
Lt. M. G. Abhyankar 
Mr. D. D. Gupta 

irfr. Brij Raj Kishore 

Mr. S. P. Joshi 

Mr. T. M, Rama Aiyongar 

Mr. Tazimul Haq 

Mr. R. Parikshit 

Mr. Bala Ram Dhawan . 

Mr. Mohd. Sadiq 

Mr. Jon Benedict Chitanrbar 

Mr. Mohd Ikramullah 

Mr. A. N. Chaddah . 


Assistant Director of Purchase (Food* 
grains). 

Assistant Director (Grains) 

Assistant Director (Grains). 

Deputy Assistant Director of Purchaso 
(Military). 

Deputy Assistant Director of Purchase- 
(Military). 

Industrial Planning Officer. 

Industrial Planning Officer. 

Assistant Industrial Planning Officer. 
Assistant Industrial Planning Officer. 
Assistant Industrial Planning Officer. 
Asistant Industrial Planning Officer. 
Assistant Industrial Planning Officer. 
Assistant Industrial Planning Officer. 
Assistant Industrial Planning Officer. 


SUGAR CONTROLLER FOR INDIA. 

Mr. S. A. Iyengar, I.C.S. .... Dy. Sugar Controller for India. 
Mr. I. P. Mathur, M.A. .... Inspector. 

Mr. S. N. Gupta, M.A. . . . ' . Inspector. 

REGIONAL FOOD COMMISSIONERS. 


Sir Colin Campbell Gajrbett, K.C.I.E., C.S.I., 
C.M.G. .... 

Mr. M. R. Ghulati .... 

Rai Bahadur Col. Dina Nath, C.I.E. . 

Mr. P.K. Basil ..... 

Dewan Bahadur C. P. Karunakara Menon . 

Mr. J. B. Ross 

Khan Bahadur Sir Abdul Hamid, C.I.E., 

O.B.E.' ...... 


Regional Food Cofcmmissionor, Punjab 
Region. 

Deputy Regional Food Commissioner, 
Punjab Region. 

Regional Food Commissioner, U. P. 
Region. 

Dy. Regional Food Commissioner, Eastern 
Region. 

Regional Food Commissioner, Madrrs 
Region. 

Regional Food Commissioner, Bombay 
Region. 

Regional Food Commissioner, Rajputana 
Region. 


GROUP LIAISON OFFICERS. 

Mr. Balkrishen , , , . i Group Liaison Officer, Punjab States. 

Mr. Onkar Nath Bajpai .... Group Liaison Officer, Eastern States. 
Rao Bahadur S. V. Kanungo . . . Group Liaison OfficeSr, Central India States. 


Litt of new gazetted appointmentt viade in the Information arid Broadcasting Department (Secretariat proper) during the 
period from the Ui April, JV43 to the 30th October, 1043. 


Serial 
. 1 ^ 0 . 


Designation of the poxt. 


1 Song Publicity Organiser . 

2 Addltionai Deputy Secretary 


Name of the officer 
appointed. 


Mr. H. C. Akhtar . 
Dr. T. G. P. Spear 


3 Deputy Secretary . . Ditto 

4 Assistant Counter Propaganda Mrs. Manorma Elhonce 

Officer. A 


5 Ditto . Mr. N. A. Plllal . 

0 Joint Secretary . . Mr. P. N. Thapwr, I 

7. Executive Offleer-in-Charge of the Lt. S.N. Cohen 
Naval Sub-Section of the Exhi- 
bition Section. 

8 Central Organiser National War Dr. K. T. Behanan 

Front. 

9 Campaigns Planning Officer 

10 Business^' Manager and Joint 

Advertising Consultant. 

11 Assistant Secretary . 

12 Officer on Special Duty 

13 Lady-in-Charge, Women’s Section 


14 -^Deputy Secretary 

15 Superintendent 


Mr. Denya M. Scott 
Mr. M. A. Hussain 

Mr. H. P. Kaul . 
Mr. S. S. Bai^ii . 
Begum Jahan Ara S 
Nawaz. 

MaJ. A. S. B. Shah 
Mr. Bashir Ahmed 


Community 

Date of 

Remarks. 

of the 

Appoint- 


oppofnter 

ment. 


• Hindu 

1-4-43 

Promotion. 

. English . 

23-6-43 " 
to 

Do. 


4-10-43 


. Do. 

6-10-43 ^ 


Hindu 

12-7-43 1 

I 

Direct Appointment 
by slection after 

Do. 


- advertisement in 

12-7-48 j the Dress. 

i. Do. 

14-9-43 

Promotion. 

[.N. Indian 

8-9-43 On loan from 

.R. Christian. 


Wa'r Department. 

Do. 

20-9-43 

Promotion. 

English . 

22-9-43 

• Do. 

. Muslim 

24-9-43 

Direct Appointment. 

. Hindu 

6-10-43 

Promotlop. 

. Do. 
th .Muslim . 

6-10-43 

Do. 

9-10-43 

Do. 

. Do. 

• ' Do. 

20-10-48 

Transfer. 

22-10-43 

Promotion. 
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^^atement thawing the new gazettad appointmnlte moAe in the Supply DepartTnent fram Ut April 1943 to 30th October 1913 . 


Name of office. 

Total 

number 

of 

appoint- 

ments 

made. 

Hindus. 

Muslims. 

• 

3 

1 

i 

other 

minority 

communi- 

ties. 

1. Main Seett. 

•11 

5 

2 

3 

1 

2. D. G. M. P. t D. G. A. 

tll8 

39 

3 

64 

12 

3. D. G. S. . . . 

:59 

32 


714 


4. D. G. S. R. 

5. C. A. 0. (P.) . 

18 

§31 

1 

17 


15 

1 



6. Controllers of Supplies 

4 

3 



7. Electrical Commis- 

6 

4 



sioner. 





8. Iron and Steel Control- 

9 

4 



ler. 





Total . 

11256 

105 

22 

101 28 



or 

or 

or or 



41-01% 

8*59% 

39*45% 10*93® 


Remarks. 


*4 posts flllod by promotion and 
one by re-transfer. 
t28 posts have been, filled by 
promotion includes 22 posts 
filled by transfer, 
t 5 appointments were sanctioned 
before 30th October 1043, but 
appointees have not yet 
joinctl. • 

Includes two American.s. 

S2 appointments wore sanctioned 
before 30th October 1913, but 
appointees joined after that 
date. 

5 posts flUed by promotion.. 


1137 po.st3 ftlied by promotion. 


Export of Rice from Orissa and Orissa jStates. 

49. The Honourable Pandit HIRDAY NATH KUNZRXJ: (a) Will Govoru- 
ment state what was the total quantity of rice exported annually from Orissa from 
1936-37 to 1942-43, giving separately as far as passible the figures relating to the 
Orissa States and the province of Orissa 1 

(6) What are the States whose exports of rice pass through the province of 
Orissa ? Are there any States which send their surplus rice to any other province ? 
If so, will Government state the names of these States and the province through 
which thoir exports pass ? What is the totah quantity of rice exported by them 
annually ? 

The Honourable Mr. B. R. SEN : (a) A statement is placed on the table 
giving the required information as far as available. As statistics have not been 
maintained separately for Orissa and Orissa States, it is regretted tluit separate 
figures cannot be given. 

(6) Information to answer this part of the question is not available but it is 
understood that a few of the more northerly of the Orissa States used to export 
their rice to Bihar and the more southerly to Madras. It is probable that there 
were exports to Bengal also from the States on the north-east but details are not 
available. 


Statement showing total exports of Rice, from Orissa during 1936 -S7 to 1942-43. 

(In *000 tons). 



1936-37. 

1937-38. 

1938-39. 

1939-40. 

m40-41. 

1941-42. 1942-43. 

Rail 

. (a) 

153 

180 

169 

146 

169 lli> 

Sea . 


. . 

. . 

a 


. . 

Coast 

. (6) 

13 

26 

20 

14 

13 {b) 

Total 


160 

206 

189 

160 

172 115 (c) 


(а) Trades Statistics for 1936-37 are not separately available ; included in figures for Bihar. 

(б) Not reacnly available. 

(c) Incomplete. 

The Honourable Pandit HIRDAY NATH KUNZRXJ : With regard to 
part (a) of the question, may I know whether it is a fact that the figures relating to 
exports from States have been separated from those relating to exports from Orissa 
Province since December last ? 



30 COUNCIL OF STATE [17th Nov. 1943 

The Honourable Mr. B. R. SEN: Yes, Sir ; that is correct. 

The Honourable Pandit HIRDAY NATH KUNZRU : Has the informa- 
tion relating to the States and the Province of Orissa been supplied separately for 
the period from December, 1942 upto thtf persent time ? 

The Honourable Mr. B. R. SEN : As regards the quantity exported from 
•Orissa from 1 936-37, we are not in a position to supply separate figures for the States. 
But if the Honourable Member wants to have the figures of export from the States 
from December, 1942, I can give those figures. 

The Honourable Pandit HIRDAY NATH KUNZRU : Both for the Pro- 
irince and the States ? 

The Honourable Mr. B. R. SEN : Yes. 

Export of Rice from Orissa. 

50. The Honourable Pandit HIRDAY NATH KUNZRU : What is the 
total quantity of rice exported from Orissa since December, 1942 ? 

The Honourable Mr. B. R. SEN So far as information is available, about 
126,000 tons of rice have been exported from Orissa since December, 1942. 

Financial assistance given to Bengal for famine. 

61. The Honourable Pandit HIRDAY NATH KUNZRU : Have the Govern- 
ment of India given any financial assistance to'the Government of Bengal in connec- 
tion with the famine in Bengal ? Tf so, will they give full particulars regarding it ? 

The Honourable Mr. C. E. JONES : The problem facing the Government 
•of Bengal in the famine areas is not so much a matter of finance as of securing 
and distributing adequate food supplies. Since June last the Government of India 
have made available to the Government of Bengal advances totalling 3 crores for 
general ways and means purposes and 7 crores for grain -purchases in addition to 
advances totalling nearly f crore in connexion with the Grow More Food cam- 
paign. 

The Honourable Mr. HOSSAIN IMAM : Are these advances interest-free. 

Sir? 

The Honourable Mr. C. E. JONES : No, Sir. We charge interest at a 
rate appropriate to the anticipated duration of the advance. 

The Honourable Mr, HOSSAIN IMAM : May we have some indication of 
the rate of interest that will be charged ? 

The Honourable Mr. C. E. JONES : I have not got the figures, but on a 
ways and means advance which is expected to be repaid in a year we would charge 
about 2 per cent. ; while in the case of an advance for the purpose of purchase of 
foodgrains which it id expected will be paid as and when the purchased grain is 
«old, the rate might be about 1 per cent. 

The Honourable Mr. HOSSAIN IMAM : What about the “ Grow More 
Food campaign advances ? 

The Honourable Mr. C. E. JONES : Those, I think, are interest-free. 

SuFPLY OF Foodgrains to Bengal. 

62, The Honourable Pandit HIRDAY NATH KUNZRU : (a) What is the 
total quantity of {i) rice, (u) wheat and its products and {Hi) other foodgrains sent 
to Bengal from other provinces ? 

(6) How much of this was sent to (») Calcutta since the 16th July, and (ii) the 
districts ? 

(<^ What is the quantity of foodgrains sent to Calcutta in October, 1943 ? 

(d) What is ^6 quantity of foodgrains despatched daily to the districts by {i) 
rail, (n) sea and river and (ui) other means of transport through official agencies ? 

(e) What is the total quantity of foodgrains in Calcutta belonging to the Govern- 
ment of Bengal ? > 

The Honourable Mr. B. R. SEN ; (a), (6), (c), (d) and (e) A statement is 
laid on the table. 
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' Statement showing the supply of Foodgrains, etc . to Benga I . 

(a) The following quantities have been despatched to Bengal from other provinces since 
December, 1942 to the end of October, 1943. 


• Tons. 

Rice 244,000 

Wheat and Wheat products ........ 213,000 

Other foodgrains 65,000 

(b) The total quantity of foodgrains despatched to Bengal from other Provinces (and States) 

since the fifteenth July is as follows — ♦ 

Tons. 

Rice 80,000 

Wheat and Wheat products ........ 445,000 

Other foodgrains . . . . . . . . . . 40,000 

Total . 265,000 

Of this amount despatches to districts, either direct from the supyjj^ing areas or from con* 
signments first sent to Calcutta, amounted to the following figures. 

Tons. 

Rice 13,000 

Wheat and Wheat products ........ 22,000 

Other foodgrains .......... 11,000 

and, therefore, the balance which was available for Calcuttii amounts to : — 

Tons. 

Rice 67,000 

Wheat and Wheat products ........ 123,000 

Other foodgrains .......... 29.000 

(c) About 66,000 tond. 


(d) The present programme of daily despatches is about 1 ,425 tons by rail and 625 tons by 
river and rail from Calcutta. In addition about ,400 tons of wheat products per day are being 
despatched from the Punjab. 

(e) Stocks in Calcutta on 1st November, 1943, on account of the Bengal Government amotmt* 
©d to about 64,000 tons. 


Propobtion op Imported Wheat received by Bengal. 

53. The Honourable Pandit HIRDAY NATH KUNZRU : Will Govern- 
ment st^te how much wheat has come to India from abroad and how miBsh of it 
has been received by Bengal ? 

The Honourable Mr. B. R. SEN : Since October last about 45,000 tons of 
wheat has been imported into India of which about 35,000 tons has been allotted 
to Bengal. 

Charges by U. P. Government on export of oil-seeds. 

54. The Honourable Mr. HOSSAIN IMAM : Are Government aware that 
the United Provinces Government is charging rupees two to three and a half on 
export of oil-seeds? If so, under what law or regulation? Do the Government of 
India propose to take any action, if so, what ? 

The Honourable Mr. N. R, PILLAI : The Government of the United Pro- 
vinces have under Rule 81 of the Defence of India Rules prohibited exports of oil- 
seeds from the Province except on Government account. It is understood that 
they are buying oilseeds for export at Rs. 12 per niaund and are selling to importing 
merchants at Rs. 14 per maund. The matter launder consideration. 

The Honourable Pandit HIRDAY NATH KUNZRU : Ho^ long has this 
matter been under consideration ? 

The Honourable Mr. N. R. PILLAI : For the past week or so. 

Ti^b Honourable Pandit HIRDAY NATH KUNZRU : Is that all ? • Did 
not the Government of India receive any information from the merchants who 
were affected by this order in the United Provinces some weeks ago ? 

The Honourable Mr. N. R. PILLAI : No, Sir, not in my Department. 

The Honourable Mb. HOSSAIN IMAM : Is it a fact, Sir, that this is only 
a transfer account and there is no reality of Government’s purchase and sale ? 

The Honourable the PRESIDENT: That is your argument. It is not a 
question. Please put the question in proper form. 
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The Honourable Mr. HOSSAIN IMAM ; Is it a fact that the Governrhent 
neither purchase nor sell but simply a transaction takes^place in the office of sending 
and taking back and the only thing thAt^ Government does is to take Rs. 2 a maund ? 

The Honourable the PRESIDENT : That is your argument. 

The Honourable Mr. HOSSAIN IMAM : Is it a fact that the Government 
is making a profit of Rs. 2 or Rs. 3 a maund without taking physical possession of 
the stocks ? 

The Honourable Mr. N. R. PILLAI : I can say nothing more on the subject 
at this stage than that the whole thing is under consideration. 

U. P. Governtent’s charge on export of Our. 

55. The Honourable Mr. HOSSAIN IMAM : Is it a fact that in the case of 
gur the U. P. Government is making a charge on export ? 

The Honourable Mr. B. R. SEN Yes, Sir. 

The Honourable Mr. HOSSAIN IMAM : May we ask, Sir, how gur is dealt 
with by the Food Department and oil -seed by the Department of Commerce ? 

(No Answer.) 

Examination by the Public Accounts Committee of the cost of Defence 

Purchases. 

56. The Honourable Mr. HOSSAIN IMAM: Has the attention of Gov- 
ernment of India been drawn to the report of the United Kingdom Public 
Accounts Committee on price of ships (reported in the Statesman of 4th November, 
1943) ? Has the Indian Public Accounts Committee been given any facility to 
examine the cost of Defence Purchases, if so, of what item ; if not do they 
propose to give any facilities ? 

The Honourable Mr. C. E. JONES : The Government of India have not 
yet received a copy of the report of the United Kingdom Public Accounts Com- 
mittee to which the Honourable Member refers. 

The Military Accounts Committee which, as a sub-committee of the Indian 
Public Accjounts Committee, scrutinises the accounts of Defence Services expendi- 
ture, has the opportunity of examiiung inter alia the cost of any of the various 
Defence Purchases and of criticising the system of purchase with reference to the 
observations in the Audit Report on Defence Services. 

The Honourable Mr. HOSSAIN IMAM : May we know whether the same 
facilities are given to the Military Accounts Committee as are given in the U. K. 
to the United Kingdom Public Accounts Committee 1 

The Honourable Mr. C. E, JONES : Yes, Sir, so far as I am aware. 

The Honourable Mr. HOSSIAN IMAM : Has any of the remarks made 
by the Auditor General on the accounts of the Defence Services been endorsed or 
acted upon by the Military Accounts Services ? 

The Honourable Mr. C. E. JONES : I am afraid I do not fully understand 
the question. Audit is perfectly at liberty to, and actually does, offer its comments 
freely on war time purchase of stores, on individual transactions, on the system of 
price fixation and so on, and these are carefully examined. Witnesses are called 
by the Military Accounts Committee, the Auditor General is consulted on these 
points, and the Military Accounts Committee and through them the Public Accounts 
Committee have thus every opportunity of forming their own independent opinion 
on the points that are brought to their motice in the light of the examination which 
they hold. ^ 

Prosecution of a Foodgrains Purchasing Agent of Bengal Government 

BY the U. P. Government. 

57. The Honourable Mr. HOSSAIN IMAM ; Is it a fact that the Govern- 
ment of the United Provinces has prosecuted an agent of Bengal Government for 
storing foodgrains ? What action do they propose to take ? If not, why not ? 

The Honourable Mr. B. R. SEN : (a) Yes. ' 

(6) The matter is subjudice. 

The Honourable Mr. P. N. SAPRU : Is it a crime for any Government 
to prosecute an Agent of the Bengal Government ? 

The Honourable Mr. B. R. SEN : Who said that ? 

The Honourable Mr. P. N. SAPRU : The question says ; ‘‘ What action 
do they propose to take ? ” That svggests it. 
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The HonourabItE Mr. B. R. SEN : The agent has been prosecuted by the 
District Magistrate concerned. The same is siibjudice. 

The Honourable Mr. HOSSAIN IMAM : I wanted to know, Sir, whether 
the purchases of Governments are on different footing from the purchases by a 
private person. That is all the question implies. 

The Honourable the PRESIDENT : Why don't you put your question 
in proper form instead of asking for information i 

The Honourable Mr. HOSSAIN IMAM : I am not asking for information. 
I am replying to what fell from the Honourable Mr. Sen. • 

The Honourable the PRESIDENT : I do not object, but it is not put in 
proper form . 

That concludes the List of Questions. • 

NOTICE OF MOTION FOR ADJOURNMENT. 

The Honourable the PRESIDENT : Honourable Members, I have received 
notice of a motion for adjournment from two Honourable Members of the House. 
It has been jointly signed by the Honourable Mr. Hossain Imam and the Honour- 
able Mr. P. N. Sapru. The notice reads as follows : — 

“ I wish to move that this House do adjourn to discuss a matter of urgent public importance^ 
namely, the suppression of freedom loving Lebanese by French Imperialists and the urgent need 
of the Government of India communicating the strong feelings of Indians to His Majesty’s Qov- 
ornment to urge them to act without delay in restoring normal conditions in Lebanon.” 

Mr. Hossain Imam, I would like you to satisfy me that tins adjournment motion 
is in order. 

♦The Honourable Mr. HOSSAIN IMAM (Bihar add Orissa : Muhammadan) 
Mr. President, our loctts standi in this matter comes by the use of Indian troops: 
during the time we fought the French wars in Syria and Lebanon to get possession 
of them — 

The Honourable the PRESIDENT : Order, order. I do not want you 
to go into the merits of the motion. I want you to satisfy me that it is permis- 
sible for this House to give consideration to this motion. 

The Honourable Mr. HOSSAIN IMAM : As our troops have been used in 
those conquests and His Majesty’s Goveromont have given an undertaking that 
liberty will be restored to those areas, I thought that the Government of India 
should enter a protest on our behalf just as other Governments have done. 

The Honourable the PRESIDENT : Wil^ you tell me if you could have 
moved a Resolution to this effect in this House i 

The Honourable Mr. HOSSAIN IMAM : It depends on you. Sir. 

The Honourable th^b PRESIDENT : It does not depend on mo. Such a 
Resolution would be barred by rule 12, claiise (5). 

♦The Honourable Mr. P. N. SAPRU (United Provinces Southern: Non- 
Muhammadan) : Sir, the only consideration that I shall put before you is that 
India is an original member of the League of Nations and Syria is a Mandated 
Territory under France of the League of Nations. 

The Honourable the PRESIDENT : I fully sympathise with your Motion. 

I want to know what power I have got to admit this Motion. Will you satisfy mo 
on that \ It does not concern the Government of India. An adjournment motion 
is essentially a motion of censure. How is the Government of India liable to censure 
on a matter with which it is not connected in any way and has no power whatever ^ 

The Honourable Mr. P. N. SAPRU : May I explain it ? The Government 
of India is a belligerent in this war and th« Government of India is an original 
member of the J^eague of Nations. Syria is a mandate of the League of Nations. 
Therefore the Government of India can communicate to His Majesty’s Govermuent 
what the feelings of Indians are in respect of tlys Lebanese business. Therefore I 
«ay that in so far as the Government of India has failed to make any representation 
or at any rate has failed to make known to the public that it has made any represen- 
tations to His Majesty’s Government, the adjournment motion is justified as a 
censure motion. That is my line of argument. 

♦The Honourable Pandit HIRDAY NATH KUNZRU (United Provinces 
Northern : Non<Muhammadan) : May I put another construction ? This Motion 
need not be regarded as a Motion of censure on the Government of India. 

The Government of India are no party to what has happened in Syria, 

♦Speech nqji corrected by the Honourable Member. 
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The Honoubable the PRESIDENT : All adjournment motions are motions- 
of censure. 

♦The Honoubable Pandit HIRDA Y NATH KUNZRU : It may be so, but it 
is quite clear that nobody here wants to cesasure the Goveriunent of India for what 
has happened in Beirut. They were in no way responsible for the action taken by 
de Gaulle’s party and it is clear that the object of the Motion is therefore that the 
Government of India, following its traditional role of representing the feelings of 
Indians in regard to international affairs, should on this occasion also represent 
the feelmgs of the people of India to His Majesty’s Government on this subject.. 
Mr. Montagu did it in the case of Turkey. I think therefore that we might well ask 
the Government of India to perform a similar role now. Very probably if this- 
Motion were adopted the spokesman of the Government of India would be able to* 
express complete concurrence with our view. Indeed so far as can be judged from 
the papers His Majesty’s Government have already protested to the French Com- 
mittee of National Liberation against the step taken under its authority in Beirut. 

The Honourable the PRESIDENT : I am not concerned with that. 

♦The Honourable Mr. HOSSAIN IMAM : When we us«d to send representa- 
tives to the League of Nations the selection used to be made by the E., H. and L. 
Department. 

The Honourable the PRESIDENT : Will you answer my plain question ?' 
You ask the President of this Council to go beyond the scope of rule 12 of the rules 
framed under the Government of India Act. Is it possible ? 

*Thei Honourable Mr. P. N. SAPRU : You look upon it as a Motion of 
censure. Technically it may be a Motion of censure, but in effect what we aro 
asking the Goveriunent of India to do is to represent our feelings in regard to this* 
matter to His Majesty’s Goveriunent. His Majesty’s Government have already 
taken some action and have not associated themselves with the de Gaulle’s action. 

The Honourable the PRESIDENT : Assuming your argument is correct,, 
you could not move the motion even as a Resolution without the consent of the 
Governor General. do not think the Motion is in order and I disallow it. 

. STANDING COMMITTEE FOR THE DEPARTMENT OF FOOD. 

The Honourable Mr. B. R. SEN (Nominated Official) : Sir, I beg to move : — 

“ That this Council do proceed to elect in such manner as the Honourable the President may 
direct five non-official members to ser9b on the Standing Committee to advise on subjects in the* 
Department of Food during the remainder of the financial year 1943-44.” 

♦The Honourable Mr. HOSSAIN IMAM (Bihar and Orissa : Muhammadan):: 
Mr. President, 1 should like to be enlightened as to the functions of this committee. 
Is it to be like other Standing Committees of the House which have no work to do for 
the entire Session ai\d which are only called for if there is no work to do and even 
then they are called just to make a record that a meeting has been held ? 

The Honourable Rai Bahadur SRI NARAIN MAHTHA (Bihar: Non- 
Muhammadan) : What I wish to suggest is that in the kind of situation this country 
is facing at present what we really need is a committee that will sit from day to day 
and sit for a month or so. An advisory committee of the kind we are asked to elect 
would bt^ absolutely of no value. These committees meet once in six months ► 
They may provide quite a good pleasure visit to Delhi for many of us. But, in fact 
it does lead to the moral degradation of all of us. We have been constantly 
attending these committees and returning with no recollection of having done any 
worl^. What I strongly advocate and urge Government to do in a situation like 
this is to appoint a committee of th^members of both the Houses, to assist, to advise 
them, if they are fond of advice; and if they can tolerate direction, to direct them in 
regard to the present crisis. What we want is a committee that will sit from day 
to day until the situation is relieved. I think Government should change their 
mind in this matter, — ^particularly in this matter where the famine is taking such a 
heavytollofhuman lives and is staining the fair name of Government, if the 
Government had at any time a fair name, all over the world. Government should 
even for once in their lifetime — 

The Honourable the PRESIDENT ; We have got a lot of other work to do. 

•Speech not corrected by the Honourable Member; 
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The Honourable Rai Bahadur SRI NARAIN MAHTHA: There is no 
work which is more important than the food question. That is the question that 
faces us today. In fact, Sir, before a famished people no one may dare not appear 
except in the form of food. I do not thiAk this committee is of any value or would 
be any consolation to us. Government must change their mind immediately and 
have a committee which will sit from day to day until the situation is solved. 0n 
a Motion of this character for the appointment of a formal Standing Committee, 

I would advise every non-official member of this House to dissociate himself from 
«uch a committee unless the committee is vested with proper powers. 

♦The Honourable Pandit HIRHAY NATH KUNZRU (United Provinces 
Northern : Non-Muhammadan) : Sir, the matter with which tips Resolution 
deals is an important one. We naturally expected therefore that the member who 
introduced this Motion will be able to inform us fully of the functions of this 
committee. A committee like this may be concernc^d either with a long term policy 
or with the arrangements to be made immediately for the relief of famine in Bengal, 
Orissa and certain other parts of India. We have, however, not been informed at 
all as to what the functions of this Committee will be and in what manner it is 
proposed to utilise the assistance of the non-offich|,l Members of this House in solving 
the food question. I therefore agree with my Honourable friend Mr. Mahtha in 
pressing on Government the need for clearing up the situation. If this Gommiltoe 
is meant to act in the same dilatory way as the other Committees act, if it may not 
meet at all except once in a year and that only formally, I think that the public 
would bo lulled into a false sense of security if this House quit^tly accepted such a 
Resolution and allowed its members to join the proposed Committee. It is yet time 
for Government to throw more light on the question and to toll us what exactly 
they mean to achieve by our co-operation and what are exactly the duties which they 
propose to assign to us. 

The Honourable Mr. B. R. SEN : Sir, during the last session a desire was 
expressed by some non-official Members that there should be a Standing Committee 
to advise the Food Department as the Depart mont was growing in importance. 
As there was not much time to go through the formalities to set up such a Standing 
Committee it was agreed that the Standing Committee for the Commerce Depart- 
ment should bo utilised by the Food Department for the purpose. Now the Food 
Department is most anxious that the Members of this House should be closely 
associated with the work of that Department and that is why the Department has 
come forward to have a Standing Committee of their own. The question has been 
asked as to what the functions of this Committee would be. Sir, the functions of 
this Committee would be to advise the Department in all important matters, both 
long-term and short-term. It is not possible at this stage to specify what are the 
items upon which advice will bo sought. Wo are most anxious to have the advice 
of Members of this as well as of the other House. 

The Honourable Mr. P. N. SAPRU (United Provinces Southern : Non- 
Muhammadan) : May 1 just ask one or two questions ^ 

The Honourable the PRESIDENT : You cannot ask questions. 

The Honourable Mr. P. N. SAPRU : I just want some information, Sir. The 
Honourable Mr. Sen has told us tha^t a Food Department Committee was consti- 
tuted last session informally. Now did that Committee ever meet during all this 

time ? * , 1 

The Honourable Mr. B. R. SEN : I i^m sorry, Sir, to say that the Com- 
mittee met only once, but that is no reason why this Committee which we propose 
now should not sit as often as may be necessaty. 

♦The Honourable Mr. HOSSAIN IMAM : Did it meet as a Food Department 
Committee or as a Commerce Department Committee ? . ^ 

The Honourable Mr. B. K. SEN : It was a Standing Committee ffor the 
Commerce Department but it was utilised for the Food Department. 

The Honourable M^ P. N. SAPRU : Did it meet as a Food Committee ? 
If Food was incidentally discussed as part of the Commerce Department then it 
would not be meeting as a Food Committee but as a -Commerce Department 
Committee. 

^Speech not oorr3Cted by the Honourable Member. 
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The Honourable Mr. B. R. SEN : As I have explained there was no time to 
constitute a Committee for the Food Department formally and that is why it was- 
agreed among the members that the Committee for the Commerce Department 
should also advise the Food Department till a proper Committee was constituted 
for the Food Department. 

The Honourable Mr. P. N. SAPRU ; What I want to know is whether the 
members of the Commerce Department Committee were to act as members of the 
Food Committee. If that is the position did they discuss any Food questions or 
did they discuss only Commerce questions ? 

The Honourable Mr. B R. SEN : Entirely Food questions. 

The Honqurable Mr. P. N. SAPRU : Well, the position that we take is 
this : that we are so much dissatisfied with the entire working of the Food Depart- 
ment that wo cannot commit ourselves at this stage to participation in the Food 
Committee. 

The Honourable Mr. SUSIL KUMAR'ROY CHAUDHURY (West Bengal : 
Non-Muhammadan) : Will the Honourable Member give us an assurance that the 
advice given by the Food Committee will bo accepted by the Government ? 

Some Honourable Members : How can he give an assurance ? 

The Honourable the PRESIDENT : You complain that you are not con- 
sulted. When you are asked to co-operate you say you refuse to co-operate. You 
are blowing hot and cold at tile same time. It is an impossible position you take 
up. 

The Honourable Mr. HOSSAIN IMAM : May 1 suggest, Sir-- — 

I'he Honourable the PRESIDENT : Order, order. You can discuss this 
on the Food debate. 

Motion moved : — 

“ That this Council do proceed to elect in such manner as the Honourable tlie President may 
direct five non-ofhcial members to serve on the Standing Committee to advise on subjects in the 
Department of Food during the remainder of the financial year 1043-44.” 

The Motion was adopted. 

The Honourable the PRESIDENT : With reference to the motion which 
has just been adopted by the Council, I have to announce that nominations will be 
received by the Secretary up to eleven O’clock on Friday, the 19th November, 1943,. 
and the date of election, if necessary, will be announced later. 

The Honourable Mr. HOSSAIN IMAM : May I suggest that as we are 
meeting till Wednesday, the time may be given till Monday for nominations ? 

The Honourable the PRESIDENT : But there is no time because I want 
the House to be adjourned on the 24th. Unless the Government Member agrees to 
it I cannot give you any time. 

RESOLUTION FINANCIAL HELP TO THE GOVERNMENT OF BENGAL. 

♦The Honourable Mb. HOSSAIN IMAM (Bihar and Orissa : Muhammadan): 
Mr. President, before I move this Resolution may I, with your pei’mission, drop the 
latter part of it “ and to make more foodgrains available from military and civil 
sources I think it will be more proper to discuss it w ith the Food situation. 

The Honourable the PRESIDENT : A very wise step. 

The Honourable Mr. HOSSAIN IMAM : I rise, Sir, to move that 

•’This: Council recommends to the Governor General in Council to render adequate and 
generous financial help of at least seven cror^s to the Government of Bengal to meet the present 
emergency of food shortage.” 

The Honourable the PRESIDENT : The rest of the Resolution will be 
discussed on Food debate. Is that your point ? 

The Honourable Mr. HOSSAIN IMAM : Yes, Sir. 

This Resolution, Sir, has not been brought in to get an additional Food debate 
and therefore I have dropped out the latter part. My intention primarily is to 
discuss the financial implications of the present situation. I shall shear off all con- 
troversial subjects and shall confine myself to a discussion of the tragic situation 
and the ways and means of ameliorating it. This, Sir, is no time for indulging 
in party squabbles and making political capital out of the death that is taking 
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place in Bengal. 1 thii^ it is a singularly ill-advised action of people to make 
political capital out of it. I, for one, Sir, am not going to comjuit that mistake, 
Ihe Bengal situation, Sir, calls for help from all sources irrespective of party affilia- 
tions and religious professions, religious and «ion.reiigiuiJs, Indians and Europeans, 
the representatives of the people and the Government. 1 would even go further 
and say that even people outside India are all agreed that the sulfering and the 
plight of the people of Bengal is terrible, thj^t they are in the midst of a catastrophe 
the like ofwhich has never visited any pary of India— at least any large part of 
India during recent times. Sir, the matter has been discussed in the other House 
and I would not like to repeat much of the arguments which have been advanced 
there. But there are certain fundamental cause s which have Uvd up to the present 
12 Noon. 1 do not wish to throw any blame, but the €roveriuutui.t 

of India and His Majesty’s Government cannot deny that the situation 
has been brought about by actions which may have been perfectly right in tlmir 
own context, but which have caused this trouble. I place foremost in the list, the 
occupation of Burma by the Japanese. That was tlie first exciting cause of the 
present trouble. Had not Burma been separated from India, it would not have 
been left to fend lor itself when it was attacked by Japan. The initial mistaken of 
His Majesty’s Government in having separated Burma was primarily responsible 
for the poor show that was put up in Burma. 1 am not going to discuss the past 
history how the British Government, in order to support the British shipping in- 
dustry, would not construct any roads or railway betwetui India and Burma. That 
is an old story . Suffice it for me at the present moment to say that the pi ovince of 
Bengal used to depend to a large exttmt on imj[Hu*ts of rice and paddy 
from Burfiia. That source of supply was cut off early in 1942. The 
reserves that we had as well as the imports that we had made liolped us to tide 
over a period of a year and a quarter, till March, 1943. Because of the conservative 
character of the people, who usually lay by sometliing in the rural areas for the 
rainy day or against a failure of the monsoon, because of certain conservative 
measures which they adopt, we were able to pass through a year and a quarter 
without the trouble which we are experiencing in the finamaal year 1943-44. That 
was the first cause. 

The second cause was the policy of denial. This also the inilitary may have very 
rightly adopted — I mean the policy of removal of stocks of foodgrains from certain 
exposed districts last year after the rains. That actioii on the part of the military 
was perhaps a necessary precaution against the dangers which we faced last year. 
Nevertheless there can be no denial of the fact that the situatioji was brought 
about by an action of the Government of India under directions from His Majesty’s 
Government. 

Then I come to the third cause which has played a great part in bringing about 
the situation in Bengal — the destruction of boats. Now, Sir, thcTunction of a boat 
in Bengal is peculiar, Tt functions as a transport. It provides transport facilities, 
and it also acts as a source of supply of foodstuff's. In Bengal, as is well known, 
fish is one of the staple foods. Much of the fishery industry was completely stopptxl 
due to the destruction of sailing boats. 1 do not blame the Government for having 
taken these necessary steps, but I do wish them to realise how they have been 
instrumental in bringing about the presentday conditions in Bengal. 

I should like the Government to considiir whether there are not two kinds of 
debt which they owe to the country — a debt which they owe to the individual, and a 
debt which they owe to the country at large. For instance, at many places where 
you have constructed aerodromes you have taken away land from the people. Now, 
your function as far as the individual is concerned is perfectly discharged when you 
have paid him compensation for the lands that you have acquired. But youf duty 
to the country's not discharged by that. Your <luty to the country requires that 
if the land that you have acquired was under food grains, you should see that more 
land id put under foodgrains. I think that the Government realise their duty. That 
is why the Finance Member, in spite of his great caution and his great regard for 
saving public money, was generous enough to promise every help which he could 
give for the “ Grow More Food Campaign.” He realises that he owes a duty to the 
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country at large. 1 similarly urge that the Government of India should consider 
whether it has discharged all its responsibilities and duties simply by having paid 
compensation for the foodgrains that ware destroyed or were removed from their 
places, and by having paid a compensation for the boats that were destroyed. They do 
not end there. 

If you consider the primitive character of Indian economy, you will realise how 
oven slight actions produce great effects. I will give you an illustration. If you 
-remove foodgrains from one area and do not replenish the stocks there, the result is 
that everybody who has got even a seer of foodgrains is afraid to sell out. The 
result is that prices will start rising. This rise in price would induce the neighbour- 
ing areas to send their supplies to this area. Now, the neighbouring areas, in their 
turn, as a self-protective measure, would increase the prices in their own territories 
in order to keep the foodgrains in. And this sort of tug-of-war will go on between 
the rise in prices in the deficit area and the resultant rise in prices in the neighbouring 
areas. * 

Government utterly failed in their duty in not replenishing those areas when the 
danger had been removed. They grossly neglected their duty when they failed to 
supply Bengal with boats and other transport facilities when the danger had been 
removed. If they had taken those two precautions in time, the plight of Bengal 
would not have been as bad as it is today. 

I ask whether the Government have fully realised the ineffectiveness of all the 
measures which they have taken so far. Everyone who has been in Bengal has 
admitted that more could be profitably done to help the people. I have before me 
the speech of the Premier of Bengal which he delivered on the 15th instant at the 
meeting of the Council of the All-India Muslim League. I find from it that the 
Bengal Government has set up relief committees in 3,904 out of just over 5,600 
Unions in the Province. 

The Honourable the PRESIDENT : Will the Honourable Member confine 
himself to the amended Resolution. All that will come up on the two days reserved 
for the food debate. If he confines himself to the Resolution he ^vill do more justice 
to it. 

♦The Honourable Mr. HOSSAIN IMAM : I am just drawing your attention 
to the fact that what Bengal has done at great cost and loss to itself 

The Honourable the PRESDIENT : You can do so on Friday during the 
food debate. 

The Honourable Mr. HOSSAIN IMAM : Mr. President, the reason why 
I have brought forward this Resolution dropping an important Resolution which 
I was going to move in substitution of this is because I regard that the Bengal 
situation cannot be ameliorated without financial aid. It is beyond the means of 
the Bengal Government and the Bengal people to face this crisis alone. 

The Honourable the PRESIDENT ; I quite agree, but you can say all this 
on the food debate. 

♦The Honourable Mr. HOSSAIN IMAM : I want, first of all, to have a back- 
ground against which I can make a picture. Without a background I cannot make 
a picture in vacuo. Sir, I was saying that relief committees have been established, 
according to the Premier, in 3,904 out of 5,600 Unions. That shows that much 
remains to bo done still. If we go further, we find that the number of free kitchens 
is not adequate. There are 6,146 free kitchens setup in the province of which 562 
are run and financed by private organisations and all credit is due to those who are 
responsible for this charity and high-mindedness, and all discredit on this Govern- 
ment which consists of a majority of Indian Members and yet cannot open a single 
free kitchen in the whole province of Bengal in spite of its income of Rs. 200 
orores.«And yet. Sir, when I make a demauid for a paltry sum of Rs. 7 crores, 
objection is raised. I shall show what other nations have done for oth^ countries 

The Honourable Sir JOGERDRA SINGH (Education, Health and Lands 
Member) : The Honourable Member referred to the speech of the Premier of 
Bengal. He has pointed out the number of kitchens that have been opened by 
Government. I think they are over 4,000* 
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*Thb Honourable Mr. HOSSAIN IMAMr These have been opened by the 
Bengal Government. I am questioning the generosity of the Government of India 
which can only act as a Jew, a bunya, a Kabuli — give money on loan. 

The Honourable Sir JOGENDRA I^INGH : But is it not the position of 
iihe^ autonomous provinces that they waftt to run their own affairs without any 
assistance from outside ? 

The Honourable Mr. HOSSAIN IMAM : I will just give an instance to the 
Honourable Member-in- charge of Education, Health and Lands. I have beforo 
me the speech of the Honourable the President of the U. S. A. in which he ^as said 
that during the course of 14 months he has sent to Greece something in the neigh- 
bourhood of 

The Honourable Sir A. P. PATRO (Nominated : Non-Offioij,l) : Sir, the 
Honourable Member has deleted the second part of his Resolution wliich deals 
with the food question. Therefore, what he is now saying is not relevant for the 
purpose of the Resolution. 

The Honourable the PRESIDENT : I have already said that. 

The Honourable Mr. HOSSAIN IMAM : Sir, wo want money to buy food- 
stuffs. The trouble of Bengal is that prices arc so high that it i.s beyond the means 
of a good number of the public of Bengal to buy food at all. The necessity is to 
have free kitchens and cheap grain shops. You cannot have tlnun without finan- 
cial aid. That is my proposition. If the Honourable Sir Parsuram Patro can show 
me that he can open a free kitchen without any money, I will be very much indebted 
to him and I will ask the Bengal Government to appoint him as their Food Adviser, 
if I can do it. The calamity of Bengal is not such as you can compare it with the 
■day to day difficulties. It is not an ordinary thing which could have been provided 
for in the constitution. It is an extraordinary thing —man made. Government 
made and United Kingdom made, for which these three authorities must take res- 
ponsibility. It is due to financial irresponsibility as well. 

Mr. President, I was saying that the Premier of Bengal has remarked that 
there were 562 free kitchens run and financed by private organisations, 4,080 by the 
Government and 1,504 by non-officials but subsidised by the Government. These 
kitchens will feed 22,80,000 people daily out of a population of 6 crores. That is 
due to the generosity of the people of India but not of the Government of India. Mark 
bow separate and disconnected with the people the Government are. In addition 
to the above, uncooked food is being given to 2 lakhs of persons while 5 lakhs more 
are being helped with cash doles. Thtj Governtnent and the public of India have 
done all they could do. With the single exception of th(‘. Government of India 
■every body has come to the rescue of the Bengal people. Even Ireland has offered 
£100,000 for the relief of Bengal, but the Government of the United Kingdom and 
the Government of India have nothing to spare. Ireland is more connected with 
Bengal than the Government of India. Ireland asks for a share in the Govern- 
ment of Bengal for giving this help but the Government of India have not given 
any financial help because they have no hand in the management of the affairs ot 
that province. T shall show during the discussion on the food situation how every 
action of the Government of Bengal in the matter of food has been dictated by the 
Food Department of the Government of India. My appeal now is that even this 
much that they have done is not enough. I do not find my Honourable friend Mr . 
Kunzru in his seat now. He has been to Bengal. Ho has seen conditions for himself 
and in his published statement he has mentioned that there are towns and districts, 
•especially in fleoded Burdwan and Midnapore, where muclt more is required to be 
done. I was, » as a matter of fAct, actuated *by the statement of the Honourable 
Pandit Kunzru in moving this Resolution than by anything else. I do realise that 
the resources of Bengal are not sufficient to shoulder this burden. Our trouble 
with the Government of India has been that it is wooden ; when we tell that a 
thing is coming, it will refuse to see it, and when a blizzard comes, it will s^y that 
it is a blizzard* and it cannot be helped. That is the trouble with a buroauorario 
Government' which is not intimately connected with the public life. Sir, we who 
are intimately connected with the public life and who know all the troubles to which 
our kith and kin are subject know how great is the suffering of Bengal. I would 
■ask the Finance Department to give me one assurance that all possible aid is being 
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given to Bengal and no more help is required and I will withdraw Resolution.. 
If that certificate is given by the Finance Department and by those who oppose 
my Resolution, I shall be the first to withdraw my Resolution. My Resolution 
presupposes that there is a great deal of feeway to make up. I would invite the 
attention of the Finance Department to the concluding portion of the speech of 
the Honourable the Premier to which I have referred. This is what he says : — 

“ I think it is the duty of the British Government and the Government of India not onlj^ 
to bear all expenses so far incurred for the relief of the distress but to undertake to meet the 
expenditure necessary for the rehabilitation of the famished men, women and children. The* 
war is the primary cause of the present misfortune.” 

Is the Government of India either in its food aspect, or in its financial aspect or 
in its grow mOro food campaign aspect, prepared to give us this undertaking that 
relief measures so far undertaken in Bengal are quite sufficient to meet the situa- 
tion, that no more need be done ? If they are not prepared to do this, as I think 
no one would venture to give this assurance, the only question which arises is who* 
is to bear this burden of additional cost. Is this caiamity due to any fault of the 
people of Bengal or of its Governments ? I include both the Governments of Fazl- 
ul-Haq and the Nazimuddin Government. Are these two primarily and solely 
responsible for the present plight ? Why should the people of Bengal be punished 
by having to take all this loan and incur these deficits and carry the burden all 
alone ? You deny to the provinces the liberty which a self-governing country 
would have. You dangle before it the advantages of having a central administra- 
tion, but the central administration is there oi3y to order and to give no help. 
This is the principle which is being enunciated by the present day Government 
which unfortunately is composed of a majority of Indians. I for one had expected 
bettor treatment from a Government consisting of Indians. I shall give detailed 
figures later on. But for Greece, as is well known, the United States of America 
supplied wheat free of charge at the rate of 15,000 tons for more than a year. A 
country which is under enemy occupation is better off than a country which is under 
the aegis of the British Empire which is entitled to more help and greater sympathy 
from the United Nations. I would remind the Finance Secretary to see the report 
of the speech of Sir Maurice Hallett reported in today’s paper in which he says that 
the help to Bengal is a contribution towards help of the war effort because you can- 
not have a war effort in a famished country. This was the speech delivered pro- 
bably yesterday in Hathras, a place within a hundred miles of the metropolitan 
city of Delhi. 

♦The Honourable Pandit HIRDAY NATH KUNZRU (United Provinces 
Northern : Non-Muhammadan) : Has Sir Maurice Hallett suggested a donation 
of 7 crores to the Bengal Government ? 

♦The Honourable Mr. HOSSAIN IMAM : I am surprised to hear this ques- 
tion from my Honourable friend Mr. Kunzru who has himself suggested that relief 
measures must be augmented and that much more should be done for the relief of 
distress 

The Honourable Pandit HIRDAY NATH KUNZRU : Is it a fact ? 

The Honourable Mr. HOSSAIN IMAM : It is no question of fact-- — 

The HoNOtJRABLE THE PRESIDENT : Address the Chair. 

The Honourable Mr. HOSSAIN IMAM : I shall have to repeat my remarks 
at the time of the discussion of the food situation. The Government of India 
formerly disbelieved in tiiie calamitic nature of the blizzard which has swept over 
Bengal, and when they did come forward with help that help was niggardly. I will 
just remind you of one story which came to my personal knowledge. An American 
missionary friend of mine complained to me that he wanted to remove some families 
from Bengal to give them employment at some other place upcountry near about 
Delhi apd his complaint was that he could not get them there. The War Trans- 
port Member would not allow them to come to these parts without paying for their 
tickets. Can you imagine a more callous attitude than tins ? He is a Christian 
missionary coming from America. His heart w'as moved but the stony heart of 
the Government of India cannot be moved. It must have its pound of flesh. Every* 
thing that it gives must be paid for. The Government of India and some of my 
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friends seem to have the same feeling, that they are not bound to help the people 
of Bengal ; they can give only lip sympathy but no financial help. Money can be 
squandered in the name of war and you can indulge in any expenditure. 

I began by saying that I will not brir^*in any controversial subject. I am 
afraid I did bring in some subjects, but I was provoked to do so. My only excuse 
is that the iniquity of the Government of India’s action in behaving in the manner 
in which they have been asking for price for everything has prompted me to lose 
a little of my reasonableness and go beyond the non-controversial nature of my 
subject. I hope. Sir, that a greater sense will prevail with the Government of 
India, and especially with the Finance Department, and they will do all that is 
needed to help the people of Bengal out of their present troubles. 

The Honourable Sir A. P. PATRO : Sir. the Resolution asks tliat at least 
7 crores of rupees be given over to Bengal. Sir, it is a tall order. Seven crorea 
have already been lent to the Bengal Government and 5 crores more are to be given. 

*The Honourable Mr. HOSSAIN IMAM : There is no generosity in giving 
loans. . * 

The Honourable Sir A. P. PATRO : Bengal has been the sport of politics. 
It is politics that is responsible for the tragedies of the poor people. Therefore in 
giving any money to such Government, one has got to be very careful iii the matter 
of accounts and see how the money is to be utilised. It is not that the Premier 
makes a speech ; he may make a Uliiidred speeches. How the money is to be 
utilised for the benefit of the people is not at all statt^d . 

*The Honourable Mr. HOSSAIN IMAM : The Government of Bengal 

The Honourable the PRESIDENT : Will you please not interfere T You 
can reply when you get another opportunity. You should not interrupt. 

*The Honourable Mr. HOSSAIN IMAM : Is interruption not allowed in a 
debate? 

The Honourable Sir A. P. PATRO : From April to October 470, 0(K) tons 
of food were imported to Bengal. What has become of this 470,000 tons of food 
imported into Bengal from April to October ? How has it been distributed ? Has 
it been distributed in such a manner as to rea»ch the*thaiias, the villages, or has. 
it been all absorbed in the city of Calcutta, ansorbed by hoarders, absorbed by 
profiteers ? What has become of the 470,000 tons of food ? 

It has to be sent to the Provinces, to the districts, to the thanas, to the villages. 
This must have been distributed by proper Relief Committees. Has any account 
of these 470,000 tons been made, and this not being so, and having learnt lessons 
from that, we have to be very careful in giving 7 crores of rupees ? I do not grudge 
at all having given 4 or 5 crores of rupees to Bengal. Bengal deserves it, perhaps 
Bengal neecls it and Bengal wants it for all its purposes. Bengal wants 7 crores 
of rupees and this sum may well be given but the question is how is it to be utilised 
in view of no account having been given of the 470,000 tons of food. 

Then, again, after all Bengal has bc^en made much of, not only here in India 
but internationally also, but then look at the condition of people in South India. 
South India, Travancore are worse than Bengal, Cochin is worse than Bengal,. 
Malabar is worse than Bengal, the Ceded Districts and the East Coast are worse 
than Bengal. What has the Government done to relieve the people in these famine 
sigricken areas ? On the East Coast the cyclone devastated the crops altogether, 
houses were destroyed and people were homeless, houseless and foodless. Again 
in the Ceded Districts there has been famine, ifotorious famine, and what has been 
done by the Government. The Famine Code is there and the Famine Relief Fundi 
is there ; they are simply administered but what help has been given by the Im- 
perial Government to the Ceded Districts ? In Malabar people are djdng like rats 
owing to famine conditions, and Malabar is one of very wealthy districts an^ one 
of the districts lyhich has contributed much to the war effort, one that has contri- 
buted to the war labour and Malabar is in a very sad plight. Travancore is equally 
bad, though it has contributed to the war as was admitted by the Viceroy himself, 
yet what has been done ? What about all these districts which have been so severely 
affected ? Why is it that you make much of Bengal 
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♦The Honourable Mr. HOSSAIN IMAM : Because there are crores of people 
there and in the whole of your area there are not even 60 lakhs. 

The Honourable the PRESIDENT : Please don’t take any notice of him. 

The Honourable Sir A. P. PAtfRO : But Bengal is favoured because of 
politics, because there are political rivalries there, because one party makes noise 
and manoeuvres and manages things in such a way as to bring the other party to 
disgrace, that is the thing. Bengal has been made much of. No doubt in the city 
of Calcutta destitutes have come in, destitutes from other parts have been lured to 
Calcutta city, stating that food is available in Calcutta. Therefore the destitutes 
have all come over there, and the first duty of the Government of Bengal is that it 
should opent relief centres not in. one place but in every place, approximately every 
place of centre, village and near the towns and where people can easily go and have 
food. It is not so much that there is no food ; it is because it is badly distributed. 
It is very badly managed by the Bengal Government and it is due to its inefficiency 
in the matter of management of food and its thorough failure in the matter of the 
management of famine and it is therefore itself responsible for the existing 
state of things. The Central Government has done what it could and it has 
found sufficient means of transport. You must remember that the war is our 
first concern and therefore the success in the war is our first concern and on that 
ground when. there are such transport difficulties you cannot blame the Central 
Government to move slowly, cautiously in the matter but when they have moved 
they have moved food. Look at what has Hbeen done by the military. The 
Commander-in-Chief’s statement to the Press Conference ought to convince us 
that the Government of Bengal is a thorough failure. Now look at the 
efficient way in which the military have organised it. The soldiers have given up 
their own rice rations and have taken to atta. The European soldiers have 
not been given rice and everywhere the military have been helping. Now, 
unlike the 470,000 tons of food that was mismanaged, when the food wagons come 
in they are put under military guidance ; they are taken over and handed over to 
the depots in villages, taluks, thanas and there they are distributed, or even given 
to the free kitchens in a most efficient way. The military has been managing it 
but the military will not be there all the time. It is said that they will be there only 
for three months but I think after that the civil authorities should be able equally 
to manage when the crisis is over. 

Now, Sir, Rs. 7 crores is wanted. Well calculated Bengal needs Rs. 7 crores 
and Rs. 60 crores even to rebuild, if stories that are circulated are true. In the 
-districts Rs. 7 crores is like a drop in the ocean and in order to reconstruct and re- 
build the rural areas much more is necessary and it is not a moment too soon to ask 
for a plan, but then the whole thing comes to this. Is it the responsibility of the 
Provincial Government or is it the responsibility of the Central Government ? 
The Central Government should advance money and therefore you cannot ask that 
it should be given a free gift. If it is to be given a free gift what reason is there for 
you to refuse help to Ceded Districts, to the East Coast, to the Malabar I 

The Honourable Mr. HOSSAIN IMAM: To everybody! 

The Honourable Sir A. P. PATRO : Yes, everybody who has been more 
severely affected 

The Honourable Mr. HOSSAIN IMAM : Yes, I will support you. Ask for 
financial help. 

The Honourable Sir A. P, PATRO : But they have been managing their 
affairs much more carefully, much more efficiently, than the Bengal Government 
has been doing.. 

The Honourable Mr. HOSSAIN IMAM : Sixty itiillion population ! 

The Honourable Sir A. P. PATRO : Travancore has been managing effi- 
ciently. They never asked for help. 

The Honourable Mr. HOSSAIN IMAM : Population of fi^e millions ! 

The Honourable Sir A. P. PATRO : Similarly, Cochin. Similarly, the 
East Coast. They have been managing their affairs all right. Even remissions of 
land tax were not given to them. Neariy 50 miles of coast was damaged. All the 
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villages situated on that strip of coast were destroyed. All the coast from Nara- 
saraopeth to Vizianagram was destroyed. Cocoanut groves have gone ; plantain 
gardens have been destroyed ; and the houses all along the coast have been des- 
troyed. People have been killed, and theif cattle have been destroyed. All this 
damage has taken place on the East Coast. Yet, what help do you tender them ? 
Similarly, Malabar. 

"Therefore, Sir, while I do not grudge the help to be given to Bengal, we must 
have a guarantee that it will be properly administered and properly utilised for the 
benefit of the people. Therefore, it is \ cry ?iecessarv that we should provide condi- 
tions on which that Help will Ido given. % 

The Honourable Mr. M. N. DALAL (Bombay : Non-Muhammadan) : 
Mr. President, the Honourable the Mover of the Resolution asks for financial help of at 
least seven crores to meet the present emergency of food shortage in the province of 
Bengal. T do not know how the Honourable the Mover has arrived at this figure of 
seven crores. I do not think at the moment it is possible. to arrive at any definite 
figure to remove the food shortage in the province of Bengal. 

We are aware, Sir, that His Excellency the Governor General, barely a week after 
he had assumed office, went personally to see the food situation in Bengal, and have 
firsthand knowledge of it. At a Press conference held in Bengal, at which His 
Excellency himself presided and at which the Governor of Bengal was also pu'sent, 
he said he had arrived at certain definite deciisions. It is seldom that we come across 
such refreshing instances of high officials of Government taking decisions on the spot. 
Three of the most important decisions that he has arrived at are : — ( 1 ) the reinovar 
of destitutes to properly’’ managed rost^camps from where they can be despatched 
to their homes after restoration ; (2) Major-General Wakely is appointed to improve 
and operate a suitable movement system of foodgrains from Calcutta to the affected 
districts; and (3) the resources of the Army are made available particularly for the 
movement of foodgrains, provision of temporary shelter, and relief stores. This 
three-point programme takes full cognizance of the most important factors in the 
Bengal food situation, and T think it must be given a chancjo to work the system' 
The programme visualises the maximum help from Army resources, which, [ dare 
say, includes the supplies from Army stores as a temporary reliof. 

In this matter. Sir, popular support counts, and we arc told the military autho- 
rities will act in liaison with the civil authorities of the Goverutnent of Bengal, and 
it will be up to the officials of the Bengal Government to take advantage of such 
military assistance for distribution purposes as they desire. 

The implication is clear that there is no disposition on the part of the Govern- 
ment of India to take away inititaive and responsibility from the Bengal Government,, 
even though there is not recognition wanting that the Bengal Government hav(' grave- 
ly mismanaged their duties. I am not anxious to accuse the Bengal Government or 
to create more hardship for them in their time of great stre-j^ and difficulties. If 
the Honourable the Mover of the Resolution had moved the second part of his 
Resolution, I would have supported him in his suggestion that military resources 
might be tapped and foodgrains from the military supplies might be given by way of 
temporary relief. I would have gone further and supported him in suggesting 
that even from the civil stores foodgrains might be sent to Bengal, consistent, of 
course, with the demands and requirements of t]^o deficit provinces. But we cannot 
support a plea for a free gift to the tune of seven crores or more to the Government of 
Bengal without having adequate assurance from that Government and when we know 
that His Excellency the Governor General, with the aid of the military authorities, 
has taken the situation well in hand, and, if I may say so, when even public morale 
is improving, steming out the present rot in the food system. • 

The Honourable Rai Bahadur SRI NARAIN MAHTHA (Bihar: Non- 
Muhammadan) : Mr. President, Sir, I wish to express my fullest sympathies with the 
Resolution moved by my Honourable friend Mr. Hossain Imam. In doing so, I 
would wish either Mr. Hossain Imam or the Government to satisfy my inquisi- 
tiveness in one matter, which is this. I would like to know what is the representa- 
tion made by the Government of Bengal to the Government of India 
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with regard to what they consider the needs of the province. When the Honourable 
t^he Mover was speaking, he had befoA Aim the speech of the Premier of Bengal. I 
thought that either from that speech or from some other speeches that the Premier 
might have made or from statements that he might have issued the Honourable 
Mover would be able to place before us information on the point that I have raised, 
namely, what, in the opinion of the Bengal Government, was the adequate help 
yTequired to meet the needs of the hour. Since he has not done so, I think it is 
for the Government of India now to inform us whether they have received any re- 
presentation from the Government of Bengal as to what they considered was the 
need of thd province. 

The problem. Sir, is an inter-related one. If there is shortage of food in Bengal, 
the Bengal Government cannot go and buy in Bombay unless the Bombay Govern- 
ment allow the purchase. And when they have made the purchase in Bombay, 
the Bengal Government cannot carry the food to Bengal unless the Government of 
India provide the transport. We certainly do appreciate and realise the inter- 
connections, and naturally we are all anxious to see Bengal relieved of the situation 
that she is facing — a situation which may soon become widspread and alfect other 
.provinces of India. We are all very anxious to know if the Government of India 
have received any representation from the Bengal Government which gives them a 
picture of what the Government there consider to be the present need of the province 
and in what respects, be it charitable assistance, or be it loans, or be it facilities in 
, other directions, they consider help to bo necessary so that the present difficulties 
.can bo solved. 

Sir, the Honourable Mr. Jones, in reply to a question this morning, said as fol- 
lows : — 

“ Tho probJem facing: the Government of Bengal in the famine areas is not so much a 
.matter of finance as of securing and distributing adequate food supplies. Since Juno last the 
» Government of India liave made available to the Government of Bengal advances totalling 3 
crores for general ways an<l moans purposes and "7 crores for grain purchases in addition to 
advances totalling nearly 3/4 croro in connection with tho ‘ Grow More Food’ campaign.” 

What I should like to know in this connection, is what is meant by advances. They 
are certainly rej>ayable to tlio Government of India as I think he mentioned it in reply 
to supplementary questions, I suppose interest will also bo charged on the 
advances made. And of course if interest is to be charged, the advance and interest 
thereon will be paid perhaps after one year or two years. In my opinion it cannot 
be called an act of callousness on the part of the Government of India to levy a 
rate of interest on the advances because it is not in the immediate future that tho 
repayment is expected. I do not agree with Mr. Ho^sain Imam there. However 
there will be time to consider this again and every one hopes that Bengal will riso 
to the occasion and will soon be able to stand on her own feet. 

The Honourable Mr. Hossain Imam also referred to a large number of free 
» kitchens that are being run in Calcutta. I also had occasion to see some of them and 
I take this opportunity of offering my humble appreciation and tribute to all those 
who have contributed to tho relief of Bengal — ^and they are not a few — but it is not 
so much for what they have paid that I thank them but for having paid it at the right 
time. Every one who has helped deserves the appreciation of every right-minded 
Indian on this occasion. 

Sir, there is a reference in the reply of the Honourable Mr. Jones to the “ Grow 
More Food campaign. I will reserve my remarks on this question for the general 
food debate but I just like at this moment to say one or two things. The Govern- 
ment of India seem to have a very wrong conception of what results could be achieved 
out of tho “ Grow More Food campaign. -The point is this. It the agriculturist 
has a spare acre of land, if he has the necessary seed and extra pair of bullocks neces- 
sary to cultivate that extra acre of land, is he waiting for your propaganda to go' 
and cultivate his land. If the price is there he will do it himself. India is an 
agricultural country. In fact, so much land had been going under this or that 
kind of cultivation that I heard a cry two or three years ago that there was 
hardly enough pasture land left for the cattle. But, unluckily for this country, 
you have reduced the number of even good productivo cattle to the 
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great detriment of agriculture. If Government are relying on very luarvelloua re- 
sults to come out of this ‘‘ Grow More Food ” campaign, they are relying on a broken 
reed. There are other problems to take iijt® consideration. We saw reports in many 
papers that there were about 2 million acres of land lying in Assam where no culti- 
vation has been done. If the Government of India concentrated on cultivating these 
.2 milhon acres of land, we would not have had this food trouble. 

Sir, I would not like to prolong my remarks any further. I think you were right 
in advising us to reserve as much of our remarks for the food debate and iiol? to takt^ 
up very much time of the House on this question today. 

The Honourable Mr. J. H. BUKDER (Bengal Chamber of Commerce) : 
Bir, I think that Bengal should much appreciate the solicitous intention which comes 
in this Resolution from an Honourable Member from Bihar and Orissa. But, so far 
as the Resolution reads, it seems to infer that 7 crores or at least 7 erores is adequate. 


The Resolution runs : 

“ This Council recommends to the Governor General in Council to render adequate and 
generous fuiancial help of at least seven croros 

This seems to me to suggest that we arc committing ourselves to saying that 7 crores 
is adequate help. I feci, Sir, that wo should wait until we have seen or have heard 
from Government a statement of facts — audited facts — as t(.> v\hat help Bengal 
jequires. Will they require help? It may be more than 7 crores. Meanwhile, are 
we right in committing ourselves or inferring in any way that 7 crores is adequate ? 
It may not bo enough ; it may be too much. Meanwhile, the Government of Bengal 
has undertaken to see that food supplies are got out to the full‘^st to all the districts 
wherever transport and distribution arrangements permit, and I believe they are 
" improving. In the absence of that. Sir, will any amount of money or olfei of money 
bo of any assistance ? Money wdll not save lives. It is only food that can do this 
.and the Bengal Governmdnt have undertaken to see that food gets out. But, 
meanwhile, until we know what it is costing Bengal and whether Bengal is respon- 
sible, I think we here should not commit ourselves to saying that any figure is ade- 


quate or inadequate. , 

♦The Honourable Saiybd MOHAMED PADSHAH Sahib Bahadur (Madras: 
Muhammadan) : Sir, the Honourable Mover has really made a very strong case for 
suggesting that some substantial rcli(T must be given to the Bengal Government by 
the Government of India. Sir, one of the main arguments he advanced for the pro- 
position was that the present calajnity which is facing the Bengal Government is not 
.an ordinary thing. It is not an evvuituality against wJiich something could have 
•been provided in advance if only the Bengal Government had been in a position to 
see things beforehand. As ho has remarked, the present occasion is an extraordinary 
one. The distress which is prevailing in Bengal is of a very terrible nature. It not 
.for anything else— there are many reasons why this help should be giveii-Tat leMt 
the great distress, the terrible sufferings which the jieople in Bengal arc undergoing 
should induce anybody, and much more than anybody, the (jOTOrmnent of 
±0 come to the rescue of the Bengal Goveriunent. Jrom what the Preinior ot the 
Bengal Government said the other day at a public mooting m Delhi under the aus^- 
.ces of the All-India Muslim League Council it is quite apparent that th® »«««“ 
^rnmeiit is now doing the utmo.st it can. He has made it perfectly cleai that a a g 
number of free kitchens have been started there and there is great need many 
more free kitchens to be opened. He has stated ali» that more than 
Chens there is need also for opening cheap grain shops. As you know, ‘'^eap 
•grain shops are as important as gruel kitchen where the people arc fed ^eo, be a^ 
cheap grain shops would help that part of the population that refuses to bo fed tiee. 
Most^of the people who have visited Bengal in response to a ^ 

Opined that the greatest part of the distress is among Ac lower lujddle cla^ p^p o, 
tL people who had parted with everything that they h<ad, people 
•thiiS Aey b.^ on Lcount of the floods. Those people are now without tl^o bast 
whCTewitLl to provide Aemelves wiA the food that they need and on account of 
Aeir self respect* they would not go and make an exhibition of their poverty. They 
more Aan the>ple who beg. You will have to provide cneap 
■Sriom fOT Aem. It is impossible to do all that is needed without financial help. 
The Vernier of Bengal has made it perfectly plain that the expenses which the 

♦Speech not corrooted by the Honourable Member. 
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Bengal Government is now iifburring arid have been incurring now are far beyond 
their resources. They are doing much wogk and much more yet remains to be done. 
How is this deficiency in the relief measures to be made up ? Part of it does come 
from private charity. A substantial portion of it should come from the Government 
of India because if only the Goi^rnment of India give an indication to the people 
in the country that the Bengal Government have come to the end of their resources 
and th^t is the reason why they themselves have been induced to part with some 
amount of money to give relief to the Bengal Government it would induce charitable 
people in the country also to come forward with more funds. Even without this 
inducement and help, the charitable instinct that inspires the Orientals, Indians,, 
has come out and has been responsible for much of the relief work that is being done. 
That is not quite enough and much more has yet to be done. To give an illustration, 
I would just mention one thing that the,. Premier has said. The Premier says that 
there are a number of orphans, a number of females who have been deserted by their 
husbands, who have lost their protectors, a number of children who have lost their 
parents or their protectors, who have got to be taken care of ; they have to bo provid- 
ed with houses and food and these people will have' to be kept in the orphanages for 
years to come. How all this is going to be done unless some financial help is going 
to be given. It is not merely the expenses that will have to be incurred in the distant 
future, but the expenses that have to be met for the immediate present. All these 
things require more resources than those which are now at the command of the 
Bengal Government. As has been stated by my friend Mr. Hossain Imam some of 
the causes which have brought about these are those for which the Government of 
India must be responsible. I do not say that the Government of India has deliber- 
ately done this as the Honourable the Mover has hinted ; but many of the things which 
they wore forced to do have contributed to this great suffering in Bengal. The 
destruction* of boats in some parts of Bengal has gone to cripple transpoH facilities 
there and to aggravate the suffering there and for this it is the Government of India 
that is responsible. They have no doubt done it with the best of motives at a time 
when there was the fear of invasion last year ; but whatever the justification for it 
the thing is there. It is therefore the duty of the Government of India to see to it 
that those consequenes which have been brought about by its action are redressed. 
All this, as the Honourable Mover has said, is due to war. The fact that supplies 
from Calcutta have been cut off has also contributed to this thing. Taking all this 
into account it seems perfectly just and fair that the Government of India must at 
once come to the rescue of the Bengal Government. Some of our friends who ex- 
pressed their sympathy with the people of Bengal objected to the suggestion for some 
reason or other. My Honourable friend from the European Group said we will not 
be justified in putting down the figure at 7 crorcs only. We do not know whether 
the help that the Bengal Government needs is more than this sum or less than this 
sum. What I submit is that from all the accounts that we have, w^e consider that 
7 ciwes is not more than what the Bengal Government needs. If w'e find that 7 
cnores is not enough, let us start with 7 crores now and make it the first instalment 
and if Bengal needs more and the Government of India is in a position to spare more, 
we will only welcome the Government of India giving another instalment of a few 
more crores. But for the present let us not Waste time by trying to know what is: 
the exact amount that the Bengal Government needs, but make good the deficiency 
by giving to the Bengal Government the sum of money that the Resolution suggests. 

♦The Honourable Mr. KUMARSANKAR RAY CHAUDHURY (East Bengal: 
Non-Muhammadan) : Sir, I rise to support this Resolution but not from the point 
of view of the Honourable Mr. Hossain Imam. I have always been urging that 
famine should be declared in the various tracts of India where there is a failure of 
crop and that the Government should take upon itself the responsibility of declaring 
famine and granting .famine .relief. It is an All-India question, ii'amines have 
appeared in parts of Madras Presidency, in Cochin, Travancore and Bengal. So 
the Government of India should take upon itself the duty of feeding the people 
instead of hapding over the responsibility to the Provincial Governments as is being* 
done now. The Provincial Governments are not in a position to do it without the* 


♦speech not corrected by^the Honourable Member. 
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help of the Central Government and the other Provincial Governments and peopU< 
are dying in thousands while the Central Government and the Provincial Govern* 
nrents are merely deliberating, which wou^d not save people. I, therefore, urge 
that the Government of India should taktf upon itself the responsibility of feeding 
all peoples in the various parts of India by whatever means it caii command. I 
therefore support this Resolution. 

The Honourable the PRESIDENT : Do you agree tliat we should adjourn 
now and hear you after lunch ? • 

The Honourable Mr. C. E. JONES (Finance Secretary): I am quite agreeable. 
Just as you wish. Sir. 

The Council then adjourned till Quarter to Throe of the Clock. • 

The Council reassembled after Lunch at a Quarter to Three of the Clock, tlu*- 
Honourable the President in the Chair. 

The Honourable Mr. C. E. JONES : Sir, I feel that it should be 
unnecessary, and yet in view of some of the remarks in this morning’s 
discussion I feel that it is necessary, for me to say that not only the Government 
of India but every Member of the Government of India anS every olhc^lal of the 
Government of India and, I think, every right-thinking man in the country has the 
sincerest and deepest synxpathy with Bengal in her present plight and with those 
unfortunate people in Bengal who are at present in su('h a state f)f distress.. And I 
think our sympathy is none the less real because we realise that this distress hi the 
province of Bengal is fortunately not province-wide but is to a certain extent localiz- 
ed. I would go further and say that it in no way distracts from the sincerity of our 
sympathy if we refuse to allow that sympathy to cloud issues or to make us lose our 
sense of proportion. 

The Honourable Mr. Hossain Imam denies the possibility of real sympathy 
unless it is accompanied by a cash payment. Ho calls it lip-sympathy — something 
of no value. Sir, it puzzjos and pains me that a gentleman like the Honourable 
Mr. Hossain Imam, to whom religion is such a real and vital thing that it colours a • 
majority of the questions that he asks on the floor of this House, can take so materia- 
listic a view. For myself, Sir, I cannot accept such a view. 

In opening the moving of his Resolution, the Honourable Mover started to 
analyse the causes of the present situation in Bengal. I do not propose to traverse 
that ground, Sir, although I was vbry tempted to utilise actual figures to throw some 
of the causes that he mentioned into a proper perspective. I do fiot propose to 
deal with the question of the causes of and the responsibility for the present situa* 
tion, because I feel that it is not really relevant to this Resolution, which deals with 
a purely financial issue. The Honourable Mr. Hossain Imam said that the situa- 
tion in Bengal could not be dealt with without financial help. I am prepared to* 
agree that this may be so. I cannot give a firm answer, because the experiment 
really has not, been seriously tried. Help has been asked for, and help has been 
given. But the Honourable Member goes further than this, and he says that the 
situation cannot be dealt with unless the Government of India transfer outright as a 
subsidy a sum of at least seven crores of rupees. I would submit to this Honourable 
House that the Honourable Mover at least left that claim unproven. 

Now, what is Bengal’s real problem at the present time, expressed in real terms? 
It is to secure an adequate supply of foodgrakis in the places where it is required 
for feeding a population which is short of food ; in other words, procurement of 
food, combined with speedy and equitable distribution. That, Sir, is not a financial 
issue ; it is a supply and administrative problem, and money considerations go into* 
the solving of that problem only so far as money is necessary to the procurement of 
the food that is required by the people. And I claim here, before this House, that 
where money wafe required money has been provided, and that so far as our informa- 
tion goes Bengal’s activities in the matter of supply and distribution of food have 
. never been held up for want of funds. In other words, so far as the Governiqent of 
India are aware, not a single person in Bengal has died, not a single person in Bengal 
has gone short of a meal because the Government of Bengal, wishing to provide that 
food, had not had the money to provide it. 
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An Honourable Member : But they had no wish ! 

The Honourable Mr. C. E. JjONES : Bengal’s requests to us have come 
from time to time for placing funds fifb their disposal to enable them to purchase 
foodgrains — wheat, millets and rice — and those requests have been complied with. 
I should perhaps add one caveat to that, and that is that we have consistently and 
throughout pressed upon the Government of Bengal that, in the interests of the 
province, in the interests of its people and in the interests of the whole of India, in 
the matter of procurement of foodgrains on a large scale it was up to Bengal to use 
trade and market finance to the maximum possible extent. In so far as Bengal 
has not been in a position herself to raise the funds that she required, 
we have advanced the money that was necessary. The reason for our taking that 
line this House will fully appreciate, I am certain, because we have had many dis- 
cussions here on the monetary situation in the country. We felt that it would con- 
tribute to a definitely inflationary sentiment in Bengal if we simply went on pump- 
ing new money into that province, in certain areas of which money is abounding, 
without the Government of Bengal making such efforts as it could to raise money 
within its limits and use the money so raised for the purposes qf securing foodgrains. 
We have taken that line, and we will continue to take that line with ever increasing 
insistence. The reason why we have not taken it more strongly in the past is that 
Bengal, faced as she has been with numerous and insistent difficulties, was generally 
not in a position to plan her requirements far ahead, and her requests thus came to 
us at very short notice when we had no time to argue, and we had immediately to 
pla(‘.o the funds required at Bengal’s disposal. The figures of the advances so made 
have been given to the House this morning : for general ways and means purposes, 
Rs. 3 crores ; for purchase of foodgrains, Rs. 7 crorcs — all within the last six months. 
And previous to that we had already given a ways and means advance of Rs. 2J- 
crores. So that, Bengal has received from us a matter of about Rs. 12| crores, 
Rs. ] crores of which was actually drawn, out of which Rs. 11 crore is still out- 
standing and Rs. ^ crore has been paid back. 

Now we come to the question of grant versus loan, which is the essence of this 
Resolution. This question, Sir, to my mind is irrelevant so far as a solution of Ben- 
gars real problem is concerned, for the reasons that I have already given. But apart 
from that, this question of outright assistance in the^ form of a subsidy raises very 
much wider issues and far different considerations than a mere solving of Bengal’s 
immediate problem. Honourable Members are aware that in 1937 was introduced a 
Bytstem of provincial autonomy. They are also aware that a very vital part of pro- 
vincial autonomy was financial autonomy. This financial autonomy was intended 
by the framers of the Constitution Act to be a real thing, — ^in fact so real that the 
stability of the financial credit of a Province was nv.>t included among the special 
responsibilities of a Governor of a Province. It was intended that it should be a 
very real thing' and that the responsibility for Provincial finances should rest fair 
and square on the shoulders of the autonomous Provincial Governments, What 
the Honourable Mr. Hossain Imam fails to realise, I think, is that in the last six years, 
Provinces have grown up. They have become adults. They are expected to look 
after their own monetary affairs. The suggestion that when a Province is faced 
with exceptional difficulties she should immediately rush to the Centre for financial 
assistance seems to me entirely foreign to that conception. You may say that the 
Constitution has not given Provinces sufficiently elastic resources to face up to their 
responsibilities. That, Sir, is a matter of opinion. But it seems to me that even if 
that were made out, the remedy would be not to leave a responsibility with the Pro- 
vinces and the financial resources with the Centre but to readjust financial resources 
to correspond to the division of responsibilities. But, as a matter of fact. Provinces 
have been given a far greater elasticity of resources than many people have yet 
realised. For instance, the sales t^x is a fiscal instrument of grealfvalue and scope. 
It was first explored by the Government of Madras under Mr. Rajagopalachari’s 
Government and I venture to think that the Province of Madras could still teach 
the Province of Bengal mahy things about how to secure a maximisation of revenue 
from the sales tax. Similarly is the question of agricultural income-tax. In the 
.case of a Province like Bengal ^hat is a fiscal instrument of great possibilities. 1 am 
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glad to say that the Province of Bengal is now realising its potentialities and is taking 
action to develop those resources, now that she finds that her responsibilities are 
proving onerous in comparison with her existing resources. But the fact remains 
that Provinces have grown up, there is mch a thing as financial autonomy of the 
Provinces which is, and was intended to be, a very real thing. Financial autonomy 
means that the Provinces, as far as they can, should learn to face up to their own 
difficxilties. A famine, however, painful and however sad a thing it may be when 
it happens, is unfortunately nothing unusual in this country. Madras has a famine 
almost always in certain of its districts. It is also frequently subject to cyclones and 
floods. Bihar has been afflicted by an earthquake. Sind only last year — ^little 
more than 12 months ago — was subject to devastating floods wliich involved great ^ 
liabilities in the matter of rehabilitation of whole districts and the*rebuilding of 
villages and re-settlement of agriculturists. Punjab not very long ago was spending 
crores Of rupees on fighting a wide-spread famine. These arc incidents unf6rtunately 
which are by no means uncommon in India, and they are among the burdens and 
the problems that fall to the Provinces to be tackled. If we start giving financial 
relief in the form of a gift to every Provincial Government whenever it is faced with 
a natural calamity of this sort, the question will naturally arise as to where we are 
to stop. It is very difficult to give in one case unless we give in all, and that strikes 
at the very root of the present constitutional position as I have endeavoured briefly 
to outline. 

One Honourable Member remarked that the Honourable Mover of the Resolu- 
tion had given no indication whatsoever as to how he happened to hit upon lls. 7 
crores as the figure for the minimum financial relief considered necessary for the 
Province of Bengal. I myself have been wondering the same thing. I had ho[)ad 
for enlightenment from his speech but his speech contained no reference to the 
amount whatsoever. 1 have a shrewd suspicion that it works out something like 
this. Honourable Members will rcmeml>er that when provincial autonomy* was 
inaugurated, Sir Otto Neimeyer conducted an in(|uiry as to what arrangements 
were necessary to start the Provinces off on an (^ven keel and with resources sufficient 
to keep them going under the new regime. Those recommendations were embodied 
in an Order in Council. Under that arrangement Bengal secured the cancellation 
•of its debts to the Central Government over and above those which were automatically 
cancelled by a transfer to it of deposit liabilities relating to Bengal. By that, Bengal 
.secured a relief of some 2 crores of debt. In addition, Bengal got 20 per cent, of 
the provincial share of income-tax under the arrangements which were thou intro- 
duced, and also her share (which was the greater part) of the extra 12|^ per cent, jute 
export duty which was allotted to the jute producing provinces. Under these 
arrangements, fi years have elapsed from the 1st April,' 1937 to the 31st March, 1943 
and during those six years the result of the working of financial autonomy in Bengal 
is that, after debiting to revenue some J croro of capital expenditure on account of 
commutation of pensions, Bengal has worked to a net surplus of Rs. 9 lakhs ; ?.e., 
in the first six years of provincial autonomy, Bengal has had a progressive revenue 
surplus of something like lls. 60 lakhs, reduced to Rs. 9 lakhs after allowing for the 
debit to revenue of certain capital expenditure. The latest Bengal budget framed 
and introduced only recently due to a change of Government and to certain consti- 
tutional technical difficulties, showed an anticipated deficit during the current year 
of some Rs. 7 crores. I would ask Honourable Members to realise the position. 
The current year will be the first year since provincial autonomy was introduced 
that Bengal’s progressive revenue working ha» shown a deficit, and what the Honour- 
able Mr. Hossain Imam says is that this deficit shoul4 bo met by the promise of 
a grant from the Central Government as soon as it has arisen — almost before it has 
arisen, because the figure of Rs. 7 crores is only a budget estimate and we yet do 
not know what the financial result of the present year’s working will eventually 
turn out to be. Sir, I do not tdsh nor am I in a position at this stage to offer any 
definite opinidh on the necessity or otherwise of a grant to Bengal. The position 
jn Bengal is still one of acute difficulty. The problem is to got on with the job and 
we do not yet know what the financial effect of this catastrophe will be on Bengal’s 
finances. But I can say this, that in the circumstandes it is altogether premature 
to come forward and suggest that the Central Government should, here and now, 
step into the breach and undertake to meet this the first progressive deficit of the 
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Province of Bengal in the whole of its existence as a Provincial autonomous unit>^ 
just so soon as it is anticipated that tfee deficit will arise. As I say, I wish to offer 
no opinion on the merits, since the position is not yfet known: I hope the Honour- 
able Mover will not press his Resolution, because although for the reasons I have 
given we cannot accept this Resolution, we have on the other and no wish to oppose 
it at tliis stage. The position is not clear and I think the better course will be to 
leave jt at that. 

♦The Honourable Mr. HOSSAIN IMAM : Mr. President, I am grateful to 
the Honourable the Finance Secretary for what he has said in concluding his speech. 
Although t^jere is no definite promise, yet there is a definite statement that they 
are not averse to the idea if the necessity is shown. What he questions — and I 
think somewhat correctly — ^isHliat the necessity has not been substantiated. I 
may, say, Sir, that a non-official coming from another part of the country than Bengal 
could not have very easily substantiated the claims. It is really the duty of the 
Government of Bengal to substantiate its claim and make out a case for the held 
from the Central Government and I think they are quite capable of fighting out with 
the Centre if the need be. But I would remind the Honourable the Finance Secre- 
tary that he referred to the Bihar earthquake. At that time the Government did 
<;ome forward with certain help. 

The Honourable Mr. C. E. JONES : I realise that. 

The Honourable Mr. HOSSAIN IMAM : I have refreshed my memory by 
refenuioe to the proceedings of the Council of State. The Finance Member was 
generous enough to promise certain helj) — interest-free advances, loans and free 
grants to public bodies, etc. I have not been able to total up the amounts, but it 
was a fairly good sum which even this Government did make to a province, in its 
distress. My only contention, and the reason why T I)rought forward this Resolu- 
tion is that Bengal’s calamity is not an ordinary day to day . Jair and I would be 
satisfied if I succeed in convincing not only the GovernnK^nt of India but the higher 
and mightier people at Whitehall that this calls for special attention of His Majesty’s 
Government as well as of the Government of India. 

The Honourable the PRESIDENT : You mean the Bengal situation ? 

The Honourable Mr. HOSSAIN IMAM : Yes. 

The Honourable the PRESIDENT : The Honourable Sir A. P. Patro put 
in a plea on behalf of Madras too. 

The Honourable Mr. HOSSAIN IMAM : Mr. President, I should have 
thought that the proper course for my Honourable frineds would havx* been to move 
an amendment that in addition to 7 crores, 50 lakhs be given to the Ceded Districts 
and 20 lakhs to Malabar and 10 lakhs to other places-— 

The Honourable Sir DAVID DEVADOSS (Nominated Non-official) : It is 
very gracious ? You want crores and we want only lakhs. 

* The Honourable the PRESIDENT : One province after another will come 
w'ithout facts and figures and — 

TTie Honourable Mr. HOSSAIN IMAM : Do I correctly understand that 
the pi^esent contention of the Government of India as interpreted by you is that 
Indian provinces will always have calamities like this so long as the British connec- 
tion lasts ? Is this the implication that this sort of thing will continue to happen 
all the time 'i I shudder at the prospect of the British Empire. I thought that we 
have to face it once in a long time, not that it will become an ordinary course of 
business coming every year. If this^s the prospect of the British Empire — 

♦The Honourable Rai Bahadur SRI NARAIN MAHTHA: May I remind 
you that Mr. Jones said that famine is not a new thing or an extraordinary thing. 

The Honourable the PRESIDENT : Orde^, order. You have not asked 
for my permission to interrupt. Will you please proceed, Mr. Hossain Imam. 

The Honourable Mr. HOSSAIN IMAM ; Sir Parasuram told me that I 
could discuss this with the Food discussion, but his entire speech was devoted to a 
discussion of the food problems of other provinces. That was a gratuitous remark 
without facts and figures to say that the Bengal Government was mismanaged, that 
Bengal’s calamity is no greater than that of the other parts to which he referred. 


^I^peech not corrected by the Honourable Member 
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I do not wish to compare the calamity. Because I am suflFering I should not ask 
others to suffer. I would rather try to get my own suffering removed and after that 
I would also like to remove the suffering of Qthers. Speeches like that of Sir Para- 
suram Patro are great consolations to the uheasy conscience of the Government that 
they have got some champion who will take up their cause better than they them- 
selves want to. 

I will now return to Mr. Jones* speech. First of all he gave us an assurance of the 
sympathy not only of his own Department but of the entire Government of India and 
I am grateful for that. Then he went on to say — and I think rightly — that I want 
the sympathy to be translated into action. My criteria of financiali^ielp was this. 
The Bengal Government has done something to relievo the distress, hxJit that some- 
thing is not enough and more is required to be done and I placed a straight question 
before the Finance Secretary whether he is satisfied that no further relief is required. 

The Honourable Mr. C. E. JONES : I would point out that that is a matter 
entirely within the discretion of the Provincial Government and it is not for the 
•Government of J^ndia to say whether the scale of relief which that Government decide 
to accord is adequate or not. 

♦The Honourable Mr. HOSSAIN IMAM : Officially they might not express 
an opinion, but I do feel that they must have come to some conclusions whether more 
relief could not be fruitfully and usefully given to that stricken people. He re- 
counted to us the help which the Government of India has given, tho generous help 
of giving advances. I think the Indian public has been more generous to the Go- 
vernment of India in the matter of advancing money at cheap rates of interest for 
carrying on this war. Is that all the generosity which I expect from the Central 
Government ? Ways and means advances are being given to the Government of 
India itself by tho Reserve Bank at cheap rates. 

The Honourable the PRESIDENT : Is it right to confuse the war question 
with this question at all ^ 

The Honourable Mr HOSSAIN IMAM : I am referring to the financial help 
and the relief which they have given. They took some credit for giving us money 
at a cheap rate of interest. There is no cheap rate of interest. The accommoda- 
tion which the Finance Secretary has got 

The Honourable Mr. C. E. JONES : The Honourable Member speaks with- 
out his facts when he says that there is no cheap i ate of interest. The biggest advance 
we gave to the Government of Bengal was 4 crores at a rate of one half per cent, per 
annum. 

The Honourable the PRESIDENT : Do you consider that an excessive 
rate ^ 

The Honourable Mr. HOSSAIN IMAM : I do not consider that an excessive 
rate but it is about the same rate which the Honourable the Finance Member gets 
from the Reserve.; Bank. Does he get it at more than per cent, from the Reserve 
Bank 'i 

The Honourable Mr. 0, E. JONES : I said i per cent. 

The Honourable Mr. HOSSAIN IMAM : That is cheap enj|||gh. I thought 
it was per cent. 

The Treasury bills are treated at 13 annas per hundred so that it is not much 
of a relief. 

Then he referred to the financial autonomy and he rightly expressed the fear 
that poor Bengal has been given an inelastic sowree of revenue and he rightly stressed, 
Sir, that that is a bigger quesoion in which we cannot enter at the present moment, 
•but when he shifted j^is ground and tried to take shelter beljpnd the Dawes Settle- 
ment to get but of his present commitments I think he was not doing full justice 
to the Bengal question. My only point ail along has been that this trouble of Bengal 
is not a perennial trouble that you should not expect that this thing should go on re- 
curring year after year and that it is the peculiar circumstances of the war which 
have brought about it. If there were no war we would have no shipping difficulties 
B.nd foodgrains could have come into India easily enough in much larger quantities 
than we have asked the railway authorities to transport and that would have brought 
-down prices, A competitive eepnomy which exists in the ordinary times is itself a 

^Speech not correoted by the Honourable Member. 
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guarantee of having fair prices but in the special circumstances of the war when 
tliere is no trade left, when shipping is npt available, 1 do feel, ISir, that the Govern- 
ment of India cannot take shelter behind a peace time ordinary provision which 
existed, and which rightly existed, that Provinces should not look to the Centro , 
for their relief, but, as 1 have pointed out. Sir, the Government of India once de- 
viated before in the matter of the Bihar earthquake and it did give some handsome 
help t« us. 1 do still hoxie that when the proper time comes the Government of 
India will not be as stone-hearted as it has shown itself to be, I hope the reality 
is better than its face. Sii-, 1 do not wish to press the Resolution. 

The HemoUBABLE the PRESIDENT : Under these circumstances I will not 
read to you the Resolution again. Honourable Members. Is it your wish that leave 
be granted to the Honourable Member to withdraw his Resolution. 

(Honouiable Members indicated their assent.) 

The Resolution was, with the permission of the Council, withdraw]). 

RESOLUTION HE A RECONSTRUCTION RESERVE FUND. 

The Honoubable Mb. P. N. SAPRU (United Provinces Southern : Non- 
Muhajnmadan); Sir, I desire to move the following Resolution ; — 

“ This Council rocornmeiids to the Governor General in Council to build up a reconstruction 
reserve fund for (ci) educational expansion and development and (6) public health improvement 
and development, the fund to be available for both the centially administered aieas and the 
Provinces." 

Sir, 1 feel that no argument is necessary to prove the importance to the nation of 
X)ublic health development and educational expansion and development. A people 
who aspire after national greatness cannot do with the second best in iJublic health 
and education ; they arc vital for social security and, if 1 may say so, the case for a 
rapid development of the social services could not have been put better than it 
was by the present Viceroy, Lord Waved, in the farewell speeches which he made 
before leaving for India. In one of those speeches, Sir,—! have not got the speech 
before me but 1 will just give the gist of it — ^in one of those speeches he said that vast 
sums of money were being spent on war and he thought that the problems of peace 
were just as important as the problems of war and that nations and particularly 
India should spend a great deal more than slic had done over education, public 
health and the other social services. He visualised in his speech a great exf)arision 
of these nation- building activities in the post-war era. 

»Sir, the men who arc in the lighting line and the men who are making sacrifices 
for the war have a right to expect that they shall live under better conditions in 
the post-war world than they have hitherto lived in. Therefore, the first jjoint 
that I would stress is that both educational expansion and development and public 
health development and expansion should be looked upon as part of war activity 
itself. Now, Sir, we know what the constitutional position in regard to 2 )ublic 
health and eduction is, Public health and education are essentially provincial 
subjects, but th^Centro has got to deal with the centrally administered areas. If 
we examine the Goveriunent of India Act we shall find that in a certain class of 
cases it can legislate both for education and xjublic health but primarily its functions 
are those of advice and co-ordination. The Centre’s powers in regard to education 
and public health are much the samcdas those it has in regard to agriculture. Now,, 
we know, Sir, as a matter of fact that the Centre is contributing something towards 
agricultural development and we know that when Sir James Grigg was Finance 
Me^iber we had a number of criticisms — we did not like hi^ ways then and we do 
not like his ways now — but whoH Sh James Grigg was Finance Member, we know 
he usftd to give grants for purposes of what he used to call rural reconstruction. 
Therefore, what I would say is that there should be no difficulty, irf accepting the 
principal of my Resolution. I think the principle of my Resolution, 
the principle that the Centre should help the provinces and the centrally 
administered areas with grants, recurring and non-recurring, should find acceptance- 
from all sides of the House. There should be no difficulty so far as the accept-^ 
ance of that principle is concerned. 
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At the Centre we have two important Central Advisory Boards. We have the 
Cedtral Advisory Board of Public Health, and we have the Central Advisory 
Board of Education. Both these Boards have done valuable work during the last 
five years. If Honourable Members will cane to go through the reports of these 
Boards, they will find much material whicn is of value in them. There fore, Sir* 
I think it pught to be our endeavour to further the activities of these Boards. 
And those activities cannot be furthered wihout financial assistance. 

I may say that I am more concerned at the moment with the acceptance of 
the principle than with the working out of fcho details of the principle 1 wish the Coun- 
cil to accept. I have therefore deliberately not indicated in my Resolution what 
the extent of this reconstruction reserve fund should be. In fact , having regard 
to the inadequate data that I have before me, I should not have been justified in 
swg8®8ting any concrete or actual figure. Those figures will have to be worked out 
by Departments of Government in consultation with the Provincial Governments 
and with other bodies. 

Sir, I do not propose also, for the very simple reason that I am not a financier, 
to suggest to the Honourable Mr. Jones how this reconstruction fund should bo 
built up. Whether any part of our sterling resources should be utilised for build- 
ing up this fund or whether >ve should fioat loans in the market at this time for build- 
ing up this reconstruction fund, is a question on which I do not wish to dilate. I 
should personally indicate my preference for raising of loans for the j)urpose of 
building up a reconstruction fund. Incidentally, if we withdraw some money from 
the market, it may also to some extent help us solve the pioblem of inflation. 

The Honourable the PRESIDENT : Am I to understand that the Honour- 
able Member wants these activities started at once ? 

The Honourable Mr. P. N. SAPRU : X should certainly like* to plan for the 
future — 

The Honourable the PRESIDENT : You w ant plans to be made now^ I 
Or do you want actual finance to be found now ? 

The Honourable Mr. P. N. SAPRU : I should like the principle of the re- 
construction fund to be accepted, and I should like (jovernment — 

The Honourable the PRESIDENT : I do not think Government will deny 
that the principle is good. 

The Honourable Mr. P. N. SAPRU : I should like them to build up this 
reconstruction fund. I am not indicating exactly what the figure of that recons- 
V truction fund should be ; that will depend upon the financial circumstances, and 
upon many other circumstances. 

The Honourable the PRESIDENT : You are fully aware that in other 
countries plans have been made, but they have not started to build up reserve funds. 

The Honourable Mr. P. N. SAPRU : I am not going to ignore that point. 

I will not argue the case for the expansion of these activities : I shall take it for 
granted. You, Sir, raised the question of plans. The Rouse knows that Gov- 
ernment has recently appointed a Public Health C’ommittee. The terms of refer- 
ence of that Committee are very wide and comprehensiNre. It is to deal both with 
the curative and the preventive side of medicine. And prevention in this country 
is in sonie respects even more important than cure. As a matter of fact, there 
is very little distinction today between curative and preventive medicine. Our 
object should be to prevent, rather than cure, disease, and if we are to have any 
health organisation of value to the country, it is clear that we shall need vast 
sums for improving and strengthening our htalth organisations. 

I shall just say a few words about the present state of public health in the 
country. The Bengal, famine, if I may just refer to it, will leave the people df that 
area very much devitalized. Apart from this famine which is menacing us today, 
we have in the country an actual shortage of doctors. We have about 42,000 
doctors all over India. That is to say, we have one doctor to every 10,000 f^.ople. 
In England the^iumber of doctors to the population is one doctor to every 1,000 
people. 

The Honourable the PRESIDENT : During the present period ? 

The Honourable Mr. P. N. SAPRU : We are living in abnotmal conditions. 
You, Sir, seem to imagine that everything the BHtish Government has done in this 
country from the date it came here is most wonderful — 
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The Honourable the PRESIDENT : I do not say anything of the sort. 
I wanted to know from you whether you say. that the position in England today 
is that there is one doctor to every one thousand people — whether that is the posi- 
tion today, during the war period. * • 

The Honourable Mr. P. N. SAPRU : This is the position in normal times. 
And I am discussing the question from the normal point of view. I am not taking 
abnormal conditions into account at all. When I say that we have 42,000 doctors 
in India, I am referring to the India of the pre-war days. 

I'he Honourable Sir JOGENDRA SINGH (Education, Health and Lands 
Member): I think it is true even today. 

The Honourable Mr. P. N. SAPRU : You mean that 42, 000 is the number 
of doctors in India today ? But a number of them have been enlisted in the Army, 
and the figure cannot be, if I am right, in the neighbourhood of 42,000 ; it is less than 
42,000 today. What the exact figure is I cannot say, but it is certainly not 42,000. 

Anyway, that means that we have one doctor to every 10,000 people. There 
is, moreover, bad distribution of these doctors. I mean, most of them, the great 
majority of them, live in urban areas, and so far as rural areas are concerned,' these 
areas have to do, generally speaking, without scientific medicine. They have to 
depend for treatment upon hakims and vaids, and in some cases upon unqualified 
homoeopaths. If you take the nursing position, you will find 4;hat it is even worse 
than the position in regard to doctors. The number is very much less than what is 
needed and our hospitals are inadequately staffed with nurses. As regards the 
nursing position, the Director General of the Indian Medical Services says that 
calculated on a reasonable basis of one nurse for four beds, the number of nurses 
required for the number of beds in British India in 1937, should be 16,420or almost 
double the number now employed. Now, Sir, if we take the vital statistics; 
we shall find that India has almost the highest mortality rate. The death rate 


in 1937 — I am giving you the figures for 1937 — ^in the various countries 

was as 

follows : — 

Now Zealand 

9-1 

France 

15 

Australia 

9*4 

«J apan 

17 

South Africa 

10-4 

Java 

18-8 

Canada 

10*2 

Palestine . 

18-9 

U. S. A. 

11-2 

Federated Malay States 

19-9 

Germany 

11-7 

Ceylon 

21*7 

JEngland 

Italy . 

12-4 

14-2 

British India 

22-4 


The only countries which had a higher death rate than India were the Straits Settle- 
ments, 22*6, and Egypt, 27-2. Take again, Sir, the expectation of life in this 
country and compare it with that of other countries. The figures are as follows : — 



MalSs. 

Females. 

Males. 

Females. 

New Zealand 

()5«4 

67-88 Germany . 

59-86 

62-76 

Australia 

63-48 

(not England . 
given). 

58- 74 

62-38 

South Africa 

67-78 

61-48 France 

53-76 

56 

Canada 

59-32 

61-69 Japan 

44-82 

46-54 

TJ. S. A. 

59-12 

62- 67 India 

26-91 

26-66 


Thus, Sir, the expectation of life in this country is in the neighbourhood of 26 years. 
That shows that we have about the smallest expectation of life in the civilised world. 

Then, Sir, we know that our medical organisation is very defective. I could 
give you the number of hospitals in t Jie various Provinces and the figures of popula- 
> tion that they serve. I will not go into all these details because I thipk the House 
will qgree with me that the state of public health is, due to a number of causes, 
deplorably low. We have sadly neglected it in the past. Adequate funds have not 
been provided for expansion of public health activities by the State. Public heat^^ 
has b^en looked upon as the Cinderella of Government Departments. The social 
habits of the people also are not what they should be and little has been done by 
means of education and propaganda to improve their social outlook. Theiefore, 
Sir, vast sums of money will be needed if we are to bnild up a healthy public health 
organisation in this country and the health of a country is its greatest asset. If its 
people are not strong and virile, if they are under-fed, if they suffer from ^malnutri- 
tion, they will fall victims to famine, disease and epidemics. They will be 
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.a source of danger not only to India but also to the world at large, because disease 
travels, and with the development of civil aviation, with the world getting closer, 
the danger of disease spreading from India to other countries will also become in- 
creasingly greater. Our industrial and agricultural efficiency will suffer also because 
they depend upon good nutrition and you cannot have good nutrition unless you 
have a higher standard of living. You cannot have a higher standard of living unless 
you have a more vigorous body. It is a vicious circle but you have got to break 
that circle. It is from that point of view of paramount importance that the,subject 
of public health should receive adequate consideration in the post-war period. 1, 
therefore, suggest that we should utilise this opportunity of building up a fund for 
post-war' public health development. , 

I will now just say a few words about education. I understand that the 
Educational Commissioner with the Government of India, Mr. John Sargent, has 
submitted a memorandum on education to the (Jeutral Advisory Board ot 
Education. The full text of that memorandum has not boon published but parts oi 
it were allowed to see the light of day and, if I may say so, it is in many respects 
an admirable memorandum. It shows that Mr. Sargent has brought to boar upon 
bis task a liberal outlook. Ho is not one of those who is afraid of expanding educa- 
tion. As a matter of fact, if you want any kind of democracy to f\uiction in t iis 
country — and I say any kind of democracy because I do not know what kind o 
democracy my Honourable friend Mr. Hossain Imam believes in — I know what 'in 
of democracy I believe in — 

* The Honohrable Mr. HOSSATN IMAM (Bihar and Oris.sa : Muhammadan) : 
Indigenous. 

The Honourable Mr. P. N. SAPRU whether it is indigenous or whether it 
is British or whether it is Swedish or American whatever be the kind of democracy 
that you believe in, that democracy must have an educated electorate*. 
have an electorate trained to discharge its responsibility in the functions oi oi izo 
ship, trained to understand the issues that come before a democratic elec * 
Therefore from the point of view of Indian independence > from the point of view o 
democratic development of this country, the cpiestion of education has assumoc 
vast importance. We wish, Sir, to have nursery schools. Wo wish to have primary 
education up to at least the age of 14. In England they ai’e now thinking m 
•of 16 and even for the matter of that of 18. We are thinking of the pre-war Eng * 
We want to reach the standard, at any rate, which pre-war England had reached, 
want our boys and girls to begin their education at the age of 5 or 6 and go up 
the age of 14 and there should bo free and compulsory olucation for those boys a 
girls. We want a certain number of them to be enabled by the State by a 1 

system of scholarships to proceed to higher secondary education and wo wan ^ 
least a fifth of our population, at least 20 per cent, of our population, or 30 ‘ 

of our population to receive the benefits of higher secondary education ^ 
must reconstruct this higher secondary education. We must make it seli-su ci . 
We must have a system of vocational education. At the end of the higher secon y 

stage it should be possible for a young man to join vocational institutions, 
bas got an aptitude for University education it should bo possible for h^, ^ 
though he may be very poor, to proceed to higher University education, 
different types of experiments to be tried in our Universities, residential, oac 
' Unitary, Federal and Affiliating Types ; all these types should be tried hm’© to sui 
:genius of the various types of population we have in this country. We wan 
research institutions, technological institutions ; wo want our professional . 

to be improved, our medical education to be improved ; we want greater lac 
to be placed so far as research is concerned. Industrial prosperity, 
tural prosperity, depends upon research. We want greater research laci 
to be placed wEhin reach of our yoimg men. If we are to attempt this ta^ ot so 
security, social security can be^secured either in a direct manner or it can be secure 
in an indirect manner. If we want to have any social security in this country 
must have a very considerable expansion of educational activity. If you have any 

' ♦ Speech not corrected by the Honourable Member. 
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considerable expansion of educational activity one advantage that T foresee is that 
possibly in course of time people will be able to see the communal problem also in 
its proper perspective. One of the reascAii* which I think makes for communalism 
is the backwardness of certain communities in educational matters. If they come 
up to the same educational standard as other communities, I think they will begin 
to think that it is not consistent with their dignity to ask that there should be a 
certain reservation for them in certain services, that their promotion should be de* 

termineA not by merit but by their race or creed 

The Honoubable the PRESIDENT : Mr. Hossain Imam will not agree. 

The Honottbable Mb. P. N. SAPRU : But you will agree, Sir. 

•^The HokOUBABLE Mr. HOSSAIN IMAM : Has education taught you to be 


better ? 

The Honourable Mr. P. N. SAPRU : You belong to a community which is a 
very small community. It lias played a very important part in the development of 
Indian nationalism. It has played a very important part in the development of 
Indian commerce and industry. Some of the greatest names in Indian industry have 
been those of men who belong to your community and your community has never 
asked for reservations and safeguards and promotion on the ground of your being a 
Parseo, becapse it would not pay you to do so. You know that you can compete 
successfully with peoples of other creeds. You are self-reliant and therefore you 
do not want to take shelter behind communal cries. Therefore, Sir, I think that from 


the larger point of view of communal harmony, educational expansion is necessary,, 
because if you have educational development the communal point of view will be 
seen by people in its proper perspective. They will know exactly what value to 
attach to those communal cries. Erom every point of view, from the point of view 
of India’s self-respect, from the point of view of India’s past, from the point of view 
of India’s future, from the point of view of the generations unborn, it is essential that 
there should bo a rapid development both of education and publii; health in the 
post-war period. The committees that are to do the work cannot do their work 
properly unless they know exactly what funds will bo available to them in the post- 
war world. They may make recommendations which may be of a visionary character. 
If we can now know the direction in which the mind of the Government is working, 


the problem of reconstruction will be to a certain extent facilitated. 

Sir, I have spoken at greater length than I had intended to. There is a grea4; 
deal that one wants to say ; so far as public health is concerned there may be out- 
breaks of cholera and other epidemics in the post-war world. We are short ol 
medical supplies ; we are short of medical equipment and in all these directions help 
is necessary and for that purpose it is necessary that the principle of a reconstruction 
fund which will be available for both the provinces and the centrally administered 
areas should be accepted by Government. With these words. Sir, I commend 
this Resolution to the acceptance of the House. 

The Honourable Sir RAMUNNI MENON (Nominated Non-Ofiicial) : J 
think the Honourable Mr. Sapru has done very well by introducing a Rbsolution ot 
the kind that he has introduced today and thereby giving us an opportunity of 
ventilating th(‘ very important subjects of expansion and improvement of public 
health and of • educational reconstiuction in this country. His Resolution deals 
with two subjects, but I shall confine myself to one of them, namely education, not 
because 1 think healtli unimportant but because I feel I can more usefully and 
certainly more appropriately address ifiysclf to the subject of education. Wc haye 
all felt for a long time the need of a comprehensive system of national education in 
this country. During the last few years various schemes relating to important 
aspects of education have been prepared and approved by appropriate bodies but 
they h^e all had to be laid aside for lack of funds. Now a very hopeful sign has 
appeare^d in the fact that the Reconstruction Committee of the Viceroy’s Executive 
Council, which is tlu' organisation set up for considering schemes of post-war 
reconstrliction, has expressed its willingness and readiness to consider a scheme for 
post-war educational reconstruction. The Honourable Mr. Sapru referred to a 
scheme of educational reconstruction prepared by the Educational Adviser to the 


♦ Speech not oorreoted by the Honourable Member. 
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Goveriinient. 1 think the Honourable Member in charge of Education and the 
Educational Adviser are entitled to our warm acknowledgment and to our most 
grateful appreciation for producing a scheme the first time it has been produced, 
of post-war educational reconstruction for* India. • The Educational Adviser has 
prepared an exceptionally comprehensive memorandum which the Central Advisory 
Board of Education, which met at Dehra Dun last month, had the opportunity to 
consider. The consideration is not yet complete and when it is completed I am sure 
that the scheme will be published. It will be regarded as a landmark in the liistory of 
education in this country. I do not think it necessary to go into the details 6f that 
scheme at present. As a matter of fact, the general features of the scheme have 
already become 2 >ublic property. There was a press communique which appeared 
in the papers last month. The statement published in the papers bf the 18th 
October, indicates sufficiently clearly the details of the scheme ; but for our present 
purpose it is not necessary to go into the merits of the scheme. All that one need 
say is that it is a scheme which is suitable for India and which as far as one 
coidd see will be acceptable to the Centre and to the Provinces. I hope it will receive 
a very sympathetic consideration not only ^t the hands of the Reconstruction 
Committee but at the hands of the Government of India. Now the crux of the 
whole problem is this. Granting that the scheme is sound, how' is it going to be put 
into operation ^ The Honourable Mr. Sapru expressed his ignorance of the esti- 
mated cost Of the schenie for educational reconstruction. As a matter of fact this 
figure is given in the press note to which 1 have referred. The cost of the scheme 
of educational reconstruction comes to Rs. 277 crores a year. To the ordinary 
mind it will appear to be a staggering estimate. But the war has accustomed us to 
think of income and expenditure on a colossal scale and I do not think that a country 
with a population of 400 millions can grumble at the prospect of having to spend on 
the education of its people something of that magnitude. Strictly speaking the esti- 
mate of 277 crores is for British India and is therefore for about 300 millions. Now, 
Sir, it is time that the Government of India either directly or through the medium of 
some expert Committee began to think of ways and means for financing expensive 
post-war schemes of this kind. Doubtless there will bo other schemes involving 
expenditure, perhaps not of this magnitude but of a magnitude approaching it. 
I do not know what the scheme’ of health expansion will cost. There must be other 
schemes also and I think it will probably be wise (*n the part of the Government to 
set up an expert Committee to consder the question of ways and means. The war 
has stimulated great expectations not only in the belligerent countries but in 
countries which are nominally at X)eace. In thivs country we entertain V(‘ry great 
expectations. Moreover, under the stress of war wt) have reconciled ourselves to 
various State controls and to self-sacrifices which it would probably havc^ been 
diflSicult for us to reconcile ourselves to in peacetime. It seems to me, therefore, 
taking all these circumstances into eonsid(‘j ation that this is the time for launching a 
vast scheme of national education of the kind that I have indicated. If W(‘ arc. not 
able to do this now I fear that it w ill be hupossible for this country to embark upon 
any scheme of the requisite magnitude in the near future. Therefore, whatever 
our present hardships may be we shall have to be prepared to go through not only 
the same hardships but greater hardships in order to secure a modicum of benefit 
for the coming generation. 

I was reading the other day an abstract of a White Paper issued by His Ma jesty’s 
Government, containing their proposals for* educational reconstruction in Great 
Britain. In that White Paper, the fpllowdug w’^ords are given a prominent place : — 

“ Upon the education of the people of this country the fate of this country depends.'’ 

Now I submit that those words apply with special appositenos-s to this country 
and I can think of no nobler thought to serve as an inspiration and to acii as a 
stimulus to thdse who are genuinely anxious to promote the progress and welfare 
of this country. 

His Excellency Lord Linlithgow, before he loft this country, seat a short 
message to the meeting of the Central Advisory Board of Education. • 
That message was published in the newspapers. I think it will be 
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relevant for me to quote one sentence from that. His Excellency among other 
things, said ; — ^ ^ 

“ I was iinablo, during ray Viceroyalty, to inaugurate that broad advance towards the 
•establishment of a national system of education which I had in mind before the war broke out.** 

Well, I hope it will be possible for the Government of India to complete all the 
necessary preparations in order to enable the present Viceroy to introduce a scheme of 
national education before he lays down the reins of office. 

With these few words, I heartily endorse the plea which the Honourable 
Sapru has made that. Government should build up a reconstruction fund for financing 
•schemes of educational expansion and public health improvement in this country. 

The Honourable Mr. M. N. DALAL (Bombay : Non-Muhammadan) : J^. 
President, I am in entire agreement with the Honourable Mover of the Resolution 
so far as the spirit of the Resolution is concerned. But in our enthusiasm for build- 
ing up an educational reserve fund we must not forget the liability that it will incur 
on our financial position. There is. Sir, a scheme propounded by Mr. Sargent, 
Educational Commissioner to the Government of India, which will cost, by the time 
it is fully established at the end of between 40 and 50 years, Rs. 3,13 crores annually, 
of which Rs. 2,77 crores annually will have to come out of public funds, as against 
what we are paying today from the public funds, Rs. 17J crores. 

Taxation, Sir, has reached a staggering limit. It has increased by 400 per 
cent. Cost of living has gone up by 300 per cent. And if wd go on evolving schemes 
•of educational expansion, say, for Rs. 300 crores, of public health for Rs. 400 crores, 
of industrial expansion for Rs. 100 crores, and so on, where are we going to get the 
money from ? These academic schemes may have propaganda value, but they 
raise in us only false hopes. Wo are already taxed to a limit of 93 per cent. That 
is the maximum limit, and if Government wish to put these fantastic schemes through 
by taxing us further, I am not for it. But if Government can find other meaas by 
which these schemes can be put through, I should certainly be willing to support it. 

‘ The Honourable the PRESIDENT : I should like to know from the Honour- 
able Member to which scheme he would give priority — health or education ? 

The Honourable Mr. M. N. DALAL : It is not a question of preference for 
'One or the other. It is a question of finding out ways and means for securing the 
necessary funds for these schemes. 

The Honourable the PRESIDENT : I know that. But I would like to have 
youi’ personal opinion. 

The Honourable Mr. M. N. DALAL : I do not want to give preference to 
any scheme in particular. 

The Honourable the PRESIDENT : But don’t you think that the health 
scheme ought to get priority, because the health of the country must receive first 
consideration ? 

The Honourable Mr. M. N. DALAL : I personally would put education 
ffirst. But that is a matter of personal opinion. 

The Honourable Lt.-Col. Sir HISSAMUDDIN BAHADUR (Nominated 
Non- Official) : I agree with the President that health comes first. 

The Honourable Mr. M. N. DALAL : Thank you. 

In England, for instance, a good portion of the excess profits tax is to be refunded, 
for the building up of industries. Are Government prepared to give us a portion of 
' our excess profits tax for building up a reserve fund for educational expansion ? 

The Honourable Mr. P. N. SA^RU : Should it be given for health, or for 
education ? 

The Honourable Mr. M. N. Dx 4LAL : Both. Are Government prepared to 
arrange for a portion of our sterling assets to be sent back to this country in gold or 
silver i?ow oi* after the war for building up these schemes ? Or are the United Nations 
in a position to help us after the war with money for such schemes for«all the sacrifice 
which we are making with them, India being a backward country ? Only if any of 
these or other such propositions are possible could these nation-building schemes 
be properly built up in this country. 

The Honourable Rai Bahadur SRI NARAIN MAHTHA (Bihar : Non- 
Muhammadan) : Mr. President. I shall hardly take more than two minutes. 



reconstruction reserve fund 69 «i 

I join with my Honourable friend Sir Ramunni Menon in congratulating my 
Honourable friend Mr. Sapru on having focussed the attention of this House on the 
question of education and public health. ^ shall confine myself merely to the ques- 
tion of public health, and there too to the question of malnutrition only. The 
Honourable Sir Ramunni Menon has dealt at some length the question of education. 

Sir, the last speaker wondered where the money was to be found for these schemes. 
These schemes, when put into effect, have their own productive value. The benefits : 
also go in a circle. So far as the money is conoerned, we have still to know what 
we are going to do with our sterling balances. I think we are the most solvent 
nation in the world today,: — ^leaving out the United States of America, — only if our 
debts are paid back. Wo have got enough money ; only it does not li^ in our own 
hands and we cannot get hold of it as and when we want it. So the question of finance 
does not really come in. It is a question of recovering money from England. But 
whenever we have money, the first ihing to which we want to devote that money to 
is public health, and the next is education. It does not matter what money w(' have. 

If we have te n rupees, we shall spend the ten rupees on pu])lic health. So the ques- 
tion of finance is not really a question of any controversy in this ma tter. 

My excuse for taking part in this debate is that my inspiration out of a book 
that I have with me. I am sorry 1 got hold of it only a shgrt while ago and cannot 
therefore say all that it reveals. It is entitled The Population Problem of India.” 
On pages 74-75 of this book the author deals with tlie Baroda Census Report for 
1931. Instead of trying to use my own language in the niatber, 1 shall just quote 
very briefly four or five sentences from this book on the qnt\stion of nialnul rition,, 
and I hope that the valuable information contained in these four or five sentences will' 
leave no room for me to make an apology for making a quotation from this book. 
The Honourable Mover of the Resolution told us about the high death-rate and the 
low expectancy of life in this country. For that I proceed to quote from this book 
on the point of malnutrition : — 

“ It is only to be expected that in a poptilation with such a high death rate and an alarmingly 
low expectation of life, there must be a large amount of sickness and malnutrition. Regarding 
sickness, the figures given in the Baroda Census Report for 19.S1 are very instructive. They 
allow that while in New Zealand and I]nglarid the daily av'erage number of sick persons per ] ,000 
inhabitants is 19 and 30 respectively, it is as high as 84 in India. Malaria is almost universally 
prevalent throughout the greater part of India and it is estimated that one out of every 3*6 
deaths in India is due to this cause alone. The number of sufferers from malaria is estimated by 
the Health Organisation of the League of Nations at about 100 millions. Malaria debilitates 
where it docs not kill and Col. Chopra, I.M.S., has estimated the annual economic loss to the 
country due to malaria at about Rs. 33 crores.” 

In Bengal the problem is particularly acute. “ Nutrition is'*, as Col. MoCariison 
rightly points out in his Foreword to ‘‘ Food *’ — a book which though written for 
children deserves to be read carefully by every Indian — and I may add, ever}' Indian 
inside the Government of India or outside it — 

“ The most pressing of all present day problems in Iiuiia as ‘ normal nutrition and health 
cannot be maintained on many of the diets now used by millions of the Indian people. * 

^ Sir John Megaw'esti mates that 39 per cent, of the population is well nourished, 41 per cent, 
poorly nourished, and 20 per cent, very badly nourished. Or, in other words, GO per cent, of 
the population is suffering from malnvitrition.” 

I merely wanted to emphasise this point of malnutrition. I wanted to emphasise 
that whatever money or resources may be available to us, wo must first devote all 
the money we have to proper nutrition, the proper building up of the health of the 
nation, and then only look after the education of the people and after that to any- 
thing else. 

♦The Honourable Pandit HIRDAY •NATH KUNZRU (United Provinces 
Northern : Non-Muhammadan) : Mr. President, I am in general agreement with 
my Honourable friend Mr. Sapru who has raised a very important issue today. It 
must have been a pleasure to us all to notice the support that his Resolution has 
received from all sides of the House. My Honourable friend Mr. Dalai alqpe has, 
struck a discordant note. In view of the large expenditure involved in carrying 
out the purpose Vhich the Honourable Mr. Sapru has in view in moving his Resolu- 
tion, the Honourable Mr. Dalai thinks that his Resolution could only have a propa- 
ganda value and that there was a fear that it might raise false hopes. Mr. President, 
the sums involved in carrying out the reform suggested by my Honourable friend 
are certainly large. The reconstruction of education alone will, according to the- 

* Speech not corrected by the Honourable Member. 
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scheme recently prepared by the Educational Commissioner to the Government of 
India, cost about Rs. 2,77 crores. A (i)mmittee is sitting to consider the problems 
relating to the health of the people. What the expenditure recommended by it will 
be we do not know. But we should not be frightened by the largeness of the figures. 
The total sum to be spent on education as recommended by Mr. Sargent may appear 
to be large, but a scheme which serves the needs of 30 crores of people and involving 
;an expenditure of only Rs. 2,77 crores requires an expenditure ofless than Rs. 10 per 
head. Such a scheme cannot be called extravagant and if India is to make that 
progress to which her human and material resources entitled her, we must shoulder 
the obligation of making education universal and compulsory in this land. We 
.constantly refer to the poverty of this country and the n^ed, the urgent need, for 
the development of industries. It is hard for me to understand how we can banish 
poverty and industrialise the country on sound lines unless the people have received 
that education which people have had opportunities of receiving in all the industrially 
advanced countries. People who arc thinking at the present time of industrial deve- 
lopment and would have us focus our attention on that question practically to the 
exclusion of other questions involving expenditure are doing themselves no good. 
They are preparing to build on weak foundations which will be totally unable to bear 
.the weight of the superstructure which they wish to raise. The questions relating 
to public health are of equal importance with those relating to education. What 
the condition of the people is at the present time has been forcibly brought to us by 
the calamity that has befallen Bengal. We shall not learn truly the lesson of that 
disaster if we do not make up our minds today to raise the standard of living of the 
people, to increase their power of resistance to all bodily ills and to diversify the 
occupations which are open to them at the present time. In order to achieve this 
purpose it will be absolutely necessary ^for us to have a healthy and educated nation. 

Sir, 1 do not want to discuss the details of the educational expansion that would 
be required in order to place this country in line with other progressive countries. 
But.it is obvious that ajDart from primary education, wo shall have to have a net work 
of vocational schools, of schools which will be both educational and technical in 
. character. The countries that we have in view, the countries whose progress wo 
should hght to rival, are already far ahead of us and we have not nu^rely to catch up 
with them but also to find means to adopt those jirogressive suggestions which are 
being made by their educationists in order to make the existing system of education 
real, and a source of lasting benefit to the people and the nation. Sir, there was a 
time when figures like those mentioned by iny Honourable friend Sir Ramunni Menoii 
would, as he said, have staggered all those conuoctod with Indian public life. But 
tile war has shown to us how we can increase our revenue by crores and crores in 
spite of our poverty. We have found a large sum of money in connection with the 
war. Why ^ould we not utilise those resources of which we were formerly unaware 
or only half aware to raise the standard of education and general welfare among the 
people at large ? If we are to think that as soon as the war ends all the extra taxa- 
tion that we have been subjected to should be repealed, undoubtedly it will then be 
absolutely impossible to carry out any scheme of reconstruction whatsoever. But 
if the war has made us alive to our responsibility, to the weakness of our position 
among the nations of the world and created in us a desire to make ourselves as healthy, 
prosperous and strong as the other nations are, in a word, to raise ourselves from 
a C-3 nation to a A- 1 nation, wo must be prepared to make those financial sacrifices 
without which our nation cannot develop. Sir, my Honourable friend Mr. Sapru 
did not say one word to suggest that he had in view large schemes of new taxation. 

I am sure that he in common with us all is looking forward to the time when after the 
war shall be able to utilise our national revenue for more productive purposes. 
With these words, Sir, 1 heartily support the Resolution. But I should like to say 
that I am not entirely in favour of the method suggested by him for^financing educa- 
tional and other developments referred to in my Honourable friend’s Resolution. 
My fear is that if a fuivl is created, however large it may be. Government may set 
aside 25 or 30 lakhs for education and yet feel that it has done a great thing. We 
have to guard carefully against that danger. What we have to point out to Govern- 
ment is not any particular method of financing our new needs, those needs on which 
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the development of the nation depends, but the importance of shouldering the burdens 
referred to in the Resolution. How that is to be done is a different matter and I 
do not propose to discuss it just now. ^iiut I want to emphasise the point that 1 
have just referred to. No method is of any particular importance. What is needed 
is the preparation of a comprehensive scheme for raising the general standard of living 
of the people in all ways. When the scheme has been prepared it will bo for the 
^Government of India to consider how it should provide the funds that would bo re- 
quired in order to carry out that scheme within a measurable distance of time, say, 
within a generation. That will be the responsibility of the Government of India 
and they must not think that if they accept the particular mf)thod suggested by my 
Honourable friend Mr. Sapru they will have discharged their duty-^even though 
they may place sums at the disposal of the various authoritu»s for the developments 
dwelt on by Mr. Sapru — they will have discharged their duty and will bo entitled to 
claim credit for their generosity. 

The Honourable Sir JOGENDRA SINGH (Member for Education, Health 
•and Lands) : Sir, the specific recommendation which the Resolution of my friend 
the Honourable Mr. Sapru contains refers to the Finance Department and Mr. 
Jones will speak on behalf of the Government of India. I rise as beintj in command 
of Education, Health and Lands to express how happy I feel that the vital pro- 
blems of equipping our man-power with health and knowledge are receiving the atten- 
tion of the Members of this House. The more attention this House gives to these pro- 
blems, the greater would be the pace of progress. It is true that the amounts that 
may be needed appear large, but there is an old saying which contains a profound 
truth. Money is but the dust of a man’s hand. It is the man who provides money. 
It is man who gives value to the money. Money is not gold and silver. Money is 
what the man can produce. And if by giving attention to health and education 
we increase the efficiency of our workers, there is no reason why our workers should 
not be equally as productive as workers of other countries of the world. Today 
we feel that our finances cannot permit our undertaking these large schemes. We 
are in that position because we have not equipped our man-power either with health 
or education. The time has come now when we should concentrate on this that we 
should make our man-power healthy and as efficient as workers in any other part 
of the world, if we do this, 1 think the difficulties which wo foresee will disappear. 
As the Honourable Pandit Kunzru pointed out the expenditure on education would 
not be more than Rs. 10 per head of population, I do believe that our workers 
are in a position to increase their produce 10 times if they are equipped with educa- 
tion and health. Any money that we spend on education and health is in the nature 
of a productive capital expenditure, more productive than money we invest in 
machines, because the most important machine of production is man himself. 
:Sir, lot us have courage and I can promise you that I will give you schemes both for 
production of food and for health and for education comprehensive enough to cover 
all the fields to which the Honourable Mr. Sapru referred. The memorandum which 
Mr. Sargent has alrady prepared covers all the educational fields. And it is not 
only w,e are planning. Education, oven England is occupied in preparing an educa- 
tional reconstruction programme. More than politics, more than other controversies, 
our problem is education and health, to increase efficiency of our workers so that 
our agriculture, our industries, may produce wealth and make available more 
money for nation-building subjects. It is not only Lord Linlithgow who sent his 
•encouraging message to the Educational Afivisory Council, but our new Viceroy 
Lord Wavell has sent a most inspiring message to the Health Survey Committee 
in which he has indicated the directions in which the Committee can work. So, 

I want to say no more than this, that I welcome the Resolution which my Honour- 
able friend has introduced and I would welcome still more if this House at every 
session that it^ meets would take up the problems of rural reconstruction, industrial 
development, education and all the imporatnt subjects Which prosperity of the 
Country depends me. Ghalib has said : — 

yD 

We must fight both poverty and ignorance and if we face the problems boldly 
we lure bound to succeed. • 
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The Honourable Mb. C. E. JONES (Finance Secretary) : I find myself for 
the second time in one day in the unfortunate position of having to answer to a 
Resolution which I have no desire to ojppose and yet am not in a position to accept. 
The importance of these related subjects of education and public health no man 
would attempt to deny. The Government of India are themselves very desirous 
of embarking on a forward policy in promoting the standard of living of the people 
of this country as soon as conditions permit. As Honourable Members are aware^ 
an organisation has been set up to consider the question of post-war development 
in all its aspects so as to have plans ready and available, worked out to the smallest 
detail with their financial implications fully assessed (and in the case of large schemes 
the financial implications of successive stages worked out in detail), over the whole 
field, so that as soon as conditions permit the Government of India will be in a 
position to take quick decisions, rapid decisions, as to which directions to go ahead,, 
how far to go ahead along each, and how exactly the Centre and the Provinces can 
so utilise their resources as to secure the maximum results within the shortest time- 
possible. We have been asking, more than asking we have been urging, provincial 
Governments to go ahead on similar lines, to create organisations which will con- 
sider these things from the provincial point of view. We have impressed on them 
the necessity of working out their detailed plans, assessing the financial implica- 
tions, but especially have we asked them not to restrict or limit their planning opera- 
tions by considerations of finance for the time being. I think it was the Honour- 
able Mr. Sapru who, in moving this Resolution, said that the planning experts 
cannot get on with their business, cannot do their job, unless they know how much 
money they will have to spend on their schemes after the war. With that view. 
Sir, the Government of India emphatically and definitely dissents. If that view 
had prevailed I am perfectly certain that Mr. Sargent would not have produced 
his report. If, however, we can got the planning along all possible lines of advance- 
ment worked^ out in detail and their financial implications assessed, then, when wo- 
are in a position to say what materials can be released, what materials can bo 
obtained, how much money can be spent, then we can decide how to go ahead, in 
which directions to go ahead and how far in each particular direction. But I must, at 
the very outset stress the point that the two subjects of education and public health, 
important though they are, are but two facets of this whole reconstruction problem. 
The problem is indeed a many-sided one. In the first place, there is the obligation of 
honour and the inescapable duty of the Governments in this country to provide 
for the re-settlomont and re-employment of ex-Service personnel, demobilised Army 
workers and so on. That in itself is a vast and complicated question. We do not 
know how much it will cost and what are the financial burdens that it will mean, 
but we and the Provincial Governments are investigating it as rapidly as possible.. 
Apart from that. Sir, there are many aspects of reconstruction. The Honourable 
Mr. Kunzru, .with whose views I find myself in very close agreement, in his con- 
cluding remarks referred to a comprehensive programme designed to raise the 
standard of living, in this country. What are the various aspects of such a pro- 
gramme ? First of all, there is the improvement of agriculture. That itself has 
a number of dififerent aspects. There is its imy)rovement intensively by the wider 
manufacture of fertilizers, the use of improved seeds, research and so on. There 
is the improvement of agriculture extensively by the execution of irrigation works 
both large projects and smaller other works such as the tube-wells of the U.P. Then 
connected with that, allied with that,, but going much further, there is the question 
of the development of cheap electric power supply which some people say is a vital 
need for any material improvement of this country. There is the question, 
of improvement of communications of all types — road, rail, water, air 
(civil aviation) and some people attach the very greatest significance for* 
the improvement of living conditions in the rural areas to the development 
of village roads. Then, again, there is the very large qiihstion of the 

rehabilitation and the expansion of industry to which political elements 

in this country attach the highest and the first importance. The develop- 
ment of industry covers both large scale and small scale industries. All such mea- 
sures are calculated, in my opinion, in so far as we can push them forward, to add 

within a reasonably short time to the improvement of the material welfare of the* 

people of this country. Then we have the social seiwices, of which education and 
public health are the chief, which will have what you might call a long term effect.. 
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Now the course of the debate this afternoon has shown that opinions diffsr as to 
the relative priorities which should he attached to these various activities. Some 
. will argue, as has been argued this morningttfiat unless you first raise the standard 
of health of the people it is idle to carry out other plans for their benefit. Others 
will argue that the first task should be to adopt the quickest method of improving 
their material welfare, viz, by improving productivity, so as to fit them to enjoy 
the other benefits, which will at the same time improve the taxable capacity of the 
country to enable it to bear the heavy burdens of the social services. That is a 
matter on which, possibly unanimous opinion will never be arrived at, But cer- 
tainly it is a matter on which no opinion can be arrived at until you have before you 
something like a complete picture of all possible reconstruction develop meftt schemes. 

The one point I omitted to mention about all these schemes, barring the first, 
is that they all fall within the provincial fiejd ; and it is essentially a matter for the 
Provincial Governments to judge as between these various schemes, in so far as 
they relate to their local areas, what relative jjrioiitifis should be assigned with 
reference to their local conditions and requirements and having regard to possible 
rates of advance in the light of possible available resources. I have no doubt 
that the views of Provincial Governments on these aspects will weigh very consider- 
ably with the Central Government when the Central Government starts to exercise 
its powers of co-ordination of the various schemes. 

That, Sir, is the general picture of what the Central Governmoiit is trying to 
work to in respect of post-war reconstruction. But now I would like to say some- 
thing about the financial approach to this question which is (unbodied in the Reso- 
lution before us. The one feature which is common to those two groat social 
services of education and public health is that schemas of dovolopment, to be any- 
thing like adequate to the needs of the country, must necessarily involve very 
heavy expenditure ; and not only heavy expenditure, but expenditure which must 
necessarily be mainly of a recurring nature. I'hat is, the expenditure involved, 
once the schemes are started, will be heavy every year and year after year, because 
the initial or non-recurring expenditure is bound necessarily to be very small com- 
pared with the annual recurring burden which these schemes will impose. ‘ Fur 
this reason, I would submit that the suggastion to build up a roconstriKition fund 
for financing schemes of this nature is largely without meaning. Thei j would be 
very little object in building up a concrete, physical but necessarily limited fund to 
provide for a scheme which will exhaust that fund within a matter of a few years 
and then leave you high and dry, without having built up your recurring annual 
revenue to meet the recurring annual expenditure involved in the scheme. 

Prom another point of view, too, the question of building up a fund a . suggested 
is largely meaningless in present circumstances. The House is aware that wo are 
at war ; that our war expenditure is extremely heavy ; that we are working to sub- 
stantial deficits ; that we have no chance, in present circumstances, of making allo- 
cations from revenue to these funds ; that we have no surpluses on r<wenue account 
which we can devote to these funds ; and that therefore the only possibility of 
having anything that could reasonably approximate in form even to a fund would 
be by borrowing money for the purpose. The House is also aware that we are 
running savings drives and investment drives for all that we are worth, and every 
rupee of loan money that we can raise we are already taking olf tlie country for the 
benefit of our finances ^t the present time. There is thus the obvious difficulty 
that when one’s finances ajpe as severely strained as they are now, it is not possible 
to build up in advance a fund for any purpose, however good that purpose may be. 
That is apart from the technical difficulties that if we started borrowing for this 
particuladT purpose we should have to decide how much to borrow for that parti- 
cular purpose how much we could borrow having regard to market conditions, and 
how much we ^hould borrow having regard to requirements for development in 
other directions. Then, again what should be the size of the fund ; what should be 
the period of the loan — ^whether we should try to raise 20-year money or 50-year 
money ; on what terms we could raise it ; on what security the loan would be given. 
These questions, I submit, make an approach to this problem freim the financial 
side on the lines indicated in the Resolution quite inappropriate. It is, in fact, not 
possibly for the Government of India to do other than they are doing now ; that is, 
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to float loans on the security of the general revenues of the Government of India 
and to take all that the market is {>separed or can be induced to lend. The 
proceeds of all such loans must necessarily go into the general ways and means 
position of the Government of India. 

But there is the further point that at the present time, in the present abnormal 
cirouipstanceSy it is impossible for any Government to commit itself to any definite 
financial pohey or undertake any heavy and indefinite commitments in the form 
of block allocations for individtiai purposes. The first point that would at once 
arise would-be, what will be the financial resources of India after the^ war 1 And 
that again involves questions of policy, such as whether after the war it will be 
India’s desiie to go ahead with taxation on the present war-time level for the sake 
of post-war development schemes, or whether in the interests of the country the 
level of taxation should be relaxed and somewhat lesser rcsomces devoted to these 
schemes ot development. That is a policy which, as the Honourable Pandit Kunzru 
said, must be decided by the Government of the day when the time^omes. 

What 1 am saying now arises out of no desire to shirk responsibility or to refuse 
to face facts, and it certainly does not arise Ifom a lack of proper understanding 
of the value oi post-war development. But 1 would submit that there are uncer- 
tainties inherent in a transition fi'om abnormal war conditions to the equally ab- 
normal conditions that may j^revail in the early post-war period. These uncertain- 
ties are bound to arise and cannot be decided in advance by the Government now. 
What the Central Government is doing and what it must do is to see that all prepa- 
rations aie made and all plans are ready, so that when they have a complete picture 
of possible post-war progi'css in the various dfiections, they will be in a position to 
take a decision as to what is of prime urgency and which schemes should be under- 
taken at once and which should be postponed for implementation when funds 
pei’mit. And in coming to decisions on such questions, 1 have no doubt that the 
Government will wish to associate with themselves the General Policy Keconstruc- 
tion Committee which has recently been appointed. 

Therefore, while I sympathise, and sympathise deeply, with the object under- 
lying this Hesolution, 1 would put it to the Honourable Member and 1 am reassured 
in taking this attitude by what the Honourable Pandit Kunzru himself said that 
the financial approach suggested is not the one which is best suited to this question, 
and that it is a matter which must be decided in due course in the light of the con- 
siderations which I have mentioned. Possibly the Honourable Member will con- 
sider that his object has been achieved in having had this subject ventilated today 
and with the expression of views that the debate has elicited. 

’The Honoubablb Mb. P. N. SAPRU ; Mr President, the Resolution which 
I have had the honour to move has had, so far as its objective is concerned, a large 
amount of support in this House. I say a large amount of support because I am 
not clear in my mind as to what the attitude of the Honourable Mr. Dalai was — ^ — 

The Honoubablb Mb. M. N. DALAL : .May I explain ? I have said that 
I am in entire agreement with the principle of the Resolution. My only difficulty 
was to find out how Government are going to collect the money for such schemes. 

The Honoubablb Mb. P. N. ISAPRU : As the House will remenlber, I did 
not go into the question of finance deliberately because I felt that that was a matter 
for experts, and 1 did not say anything to suggest that I wanted taxation to be in- 
creased now or in the immediate future. I left the question of finance to be dealt 
with by experts. My object was to draw attention to two important aspects of the 
nation’s life, aspects which will condition the nation’s progress towards a fuller 
and richer life. It may be that the specific suggestion which I have made for the 
building up of a Reconstruction Fund has certain inherent defects in being worked 
out immediately. But my object was to focus attention on the public health ques- 
tion and on the educational question and I would, therefore, suggest that Govern- 
ment might agree to the Resolution with your permission, being passed by this 
Council in an amended form. I can only suggest that^emendment with your per- 
mission, Sir. It is such an innocuous amendment. Sir. 
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Thb Honoubablb the president : The original Resolution cannot be 
amended at this stage after the full discussion wo have had. I would advise you, 
therefore, in the face of the assurances giVen to you by Government, to withdraw 
your Resolution. 

♦ The Honourable Rai Bahadur SRI NARAIN MAHTHA : I have just 
ascertained the opinion of Government, Sir. 

The Honourable the PRESIDENT ; , Can you give me a single precedent 
in which there has been such a thing done ? 

The Honourable Rai Bahadur SRI NARAIN MAHTHA : Wp are not 
trying to depart from established precedent, Sir. • 

The Honourable the PRESIDENT : Mr. Jones, are you prepared to agree 
to an amended Resolution being substituted now ? 

The Honourable Mr. C. E. JONES : I would have no objection, Sir. 

The Honourable the PRESIDENT : (to the Honourable Mr. Sapru)* 
What is your amended Resolution ? 

The Honourable Mr. P. N. SAPRU : It will read like this, Sir 

“ This Council recommends to the Governor General in Council to keep in view the necessity 
of Rnding funds for Education expansion and development and Public Health improvement and 
development both in the centrally administered areas and the Provinces in framing their re- 
construction programme.’* 

The Honourable the PRESIDENT : (to the Honourable Mr. Jones) Do 
you accept that ? 

The Honourable Mr. C. E. JONES ; Yes, Sir. 

The Honourable the PRESIDENT : The question is that this amended 
Resolution bo adopted. 

The motion was adopted. 

RESOLUTION RE REMOVAL OF RESTRICTIONS ON PUBLICATION 

OF NEWS. 

The Honourable the PRESIDENT (to the Honourable Mr. Kunzru): Yours 
is a very important Resolution and I do not want that you should lose your priority. 
You can therefore move the Resolution today. 

* The Honourable Pandit HIRDAY NATH KUNZRU : (United Provinces 
Northern ; Non-Muhammadan): Mr. President, I am much obliged to you for 
allowing mo to move the Resolution today. Mr. President, I beg to move : — 

“ That this Council recommends to the Govornor General in Council to remove all restriC' 
tions on the publication of news not relating to tho war and in particular news relating to tho 
internal political conditi9na and the economic well-being of the people, and to persuade the 
Pro\^ncial Governments to adopt the same policy.*’ 

I hope. Sir, that it will meet with your approval and be to the convenience of 
the House if I reserve my speech to the next non-official day. 

The Honourable the PRESIDENT : You can reserve your speech. The 
Resolution will be taken up on the next non-official day. 

The Honourable Sir MAHOMED USMAN (Leader of ,tho House): Sir, I 
have to announce a slight alteration of the dates for the food debate. Instead of 
Thursday and Friday, I suggest that we medt now on Friday and Saturday. I 
understand that in the Assembly tho food debate is still going on and will not bo 
finished before tomorrow. 

The Honourable the PRESIDENT : Are you all agreed ? 

The Honourable Pandit HIRDAY NATH KUNZRU : I thought, Sfr, that 
the Honourable Member had also agreed to giving us an extra day. 

The Honourable Sib MAHOMED USMAN : I am coming to that. If 
the debate is not concluded on Saturday, I am agreeable to its being continued 
on Tuesday the 23rd after Government Bills are disposed of. 

The Council then adjourned till Eleven of the Clock on Friday, the 19th No- 
vember, 1943. 

* Speech not oorreoted by the Honourable Member. 
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Friday, 19th November, 1943, 

The Council met in the Council Chambor*of the Council House at Eleven of the 
Clock, the Honourable the President in the t^hair. 

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 

Message fro m His Majesty the King to General Eisenhower on the victory 

IN Sicily. * 

58. The Honourable Raja YUVERAJ DUTTA SINGH : Is it a fact that 
His Majesty, the King-Emperor of India, in course of a very heartening and * con- 
gratulatory message to General Eiseiiliower, on the final accomplishment of the 
occupation of Sicily, has been graciously pleased to state as follows 

“ I should be grateful if you would convoy to my British and Canadian troops 
a special assurance of my pride in their share of this victory ” (vide 
the “ Pioneer dated the 20th August, 1943) ? 

Will Government state if Indian troops were also employed in this successful 
campaign in Sicily, and if so, did they acquit thenr part creditably ? 

His Excellency the COMMANDER-in-CHIEF : Yes, Sir. T would refer the 
Honourable Member to the reply to question No. 5 in whicjh I have jneution.^d the 
small but very creditable part played by Indian tr()oi>s in Sicily. In this connecjlion 
I should like to make it clear that personal congratulations from His Majesty the 
King-Emperor are a rare honour sent at His Majesty’s discretion whe^n troops have 
played a particularly outstanding part in an operation. Such messages were sent 
to the Indian soldiers in Tunisia. 

Indian Commercial Mission to Argentina. 

69. The Honourable Raja YUVERAJ DUTTA SINGH: Is it a fact 
that an Indian Commerical Mission recently visited Argentina, and had conference 
with Chancellor Storni, with reference to exchange of products between Argentina 
and India ? If so, w ho were the members of the Indian Mission, and what w^as the 
result of it ? 

The Honourable Mr. N. R. PILLAI : The answ er to the first part of the ques- 
tion is in the negative. The other parts do not arise. 

Ministerial Staff of the Cypher Bureau. 

60. The Honourable Raja YUVERAJ DUTTA SINGH : Will Government 
state how many officers and members of the ministerial staff are employed in the 
Cypher Bureau of the Government ; and out of them how many are ludiams, Anglo- 
Indians, and Europeans ; and what are their r(‘8i)ective salaries ? 

The Honourable Sir MAHOMED USMAN : The staff* of the Central Cypher 
Bureau consists of one officer, two Superintendents, 29 Cypher Assistants, one clerk, 
one stenographer, and a type-section of 12 women typists, a total of 46 iXTsons. 

The officer is an Anglo-Indian, as are all the women typists. Of the remaining 
33 persons, 14 are Hindus, 14 Anglo-Indians, 3 Muslims, 1 is a Sikh and 1 an Indian 
Christian. 

The Officer’s salary is in the scale of Rs. 1,000 — 50 — 1,250. 

The salaries of the tw^o Superintendents are^n the scale of Rs. 600 — 40 — 800. 

Those of the ** Old entrant ” Assistants are in the scale of Rs. 200 — 15 — 500, 
while those of now entrants are in the scale of Rs. 140—10—280 (E. B.)— 10— 
310—15—400. 

The stenographer’s pay is in the scale of Rs. 176—12^—375—15—450—25—500 
and that of the clgrk in the scale of Rs. 100—8—300. 

The women typists begin at Rs. 100 per mensem, receive an increment of Rs. 4 
per mensem after completing every 4 years’ service until they roach a pay of Rs. 120 
per mensem, and after a further five years’ service receive a single increment of Rs. 6, 
giving them a maximum salary of Rs. 126 per mensem. 

( 67 ) 
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Observations of His Excellency the Viceroy at the general meeting of the 

All- India Cattle Show Society. 

61. The Honourable Raja YUVERAJ DUTTA STNGH : (a) Has the 

attention of Government been to the following observations made by 

His Exeelleney, the Viceroy, at the annual general meeting of the AU- India Cattle 
Show Society, fit the Viceroy’s House, on the 1st September, 1943 : — 

“ (Jattle aie in real sense, the basis of India’s economy, and the deep and 
traditional reverence paid to them by so many millions throughout this 
country has a very real and solid basis In this immense agri- 

cultural country which feeds the largest poj)ulation in the whole world, 
almost every seed that germinates, owes its debt to the work of cattle 
*in ploughing up the soil, and almost every grain that is carried to the 
mark(^ts to fec^d the great urban population, is carried there by bullock 
transport ” ? 

{b) In view of the above, do Government propose to take necessary and early 
steps in the interest of India’s economy, to prevent the increased slaughter of cattle 
for purposes of f<3od for the American and British troops stationed in India ? 

(c) Do Government propose to import cattle, or cattle meat for the above pur- 
pose ? 

The Honourable 8ir JOGENDRA SINGH : (a) Yes. 

(6) Necessary restrictions have already been imposed preventing the slaughter 
of useful (rattl (5 for supplying beef to the defence services in India. No cow in milk, 
or i)regnant cow or working cattle used for {)longhing or transportation is accepted by 
them for slaughter. Steps are also being taken and necessary enquiries have been 
made regarding the provision of the requisite refrigeration plant and rolling stock, as 
well as road trans[)ort to enable imported frozen meat to be handled in India. If the 
ijcheme materializes, th(? slaughter of cattle in India for food purposes will bo further 
rediKU^d. 

(c) The imf)ort of live cattle is not practicable owing to — 

(i) the largo numbcT of sp(^cially fitted ships that would be required, if 
available, to provide a regular supply ; and 
(it) non-(^xistence in India of facilities for storing frozen meat and moving it 
by road and rail to consumption points. 

It may bo explained, however, that two-thirds of the beef requirements of the 
defence services arc? met by importing tinned bully beef -from abroad. Only the 
remaining onc^-third is supplied from Indian sources. 

Implications of Lend-Lease operations. 

62. The Honourable Raja YUVERAJ DUTTA SINGH : (a) Has the atten- 
tion of Gov(Tmuent been drawn to the .statement of President Roosevelt, in his 
lull ref)ort to United States Congress on Lend-L(*ase operations, that “ the United 
States wanted no new war debts. Victory and secure peace were the coins in wliich 
repaym(*nt could be made ”, and also that “ Congress iii passing and extending 
the Lend-Lease Act made it plain that the United States want no now war debts 
to jeopardise the coming peace. Victory and secure peace are the only coins in 
which we can be repaid (“ The Pioneer ”, dated the 27th August, 1943) ? 

(b) In view of the above, will Government state the full implica- 
tions of Lend-Lease operations between the United States of x\morica, and India, 
in terms of financial obligations between the two countries in respect of lend-lease 
articles aiid commc»dities exchanged, between them ? 

The Honourable Mb. C. E. JONES : (a) Yes. 

(b) As far as the Government of India are aware there are no financial obligations 
between India and the United States of America in respect of such articles and com- 
modities. 

Proposed construction of a tunnel through the Delhi Ridge. 

63. The Honourable Raja YUVERAJ DUTTA SINGS; WiU Govern- 
ment state whether there is any scheme to make a two mile long tunnel through 
the Delhi ridge ; and that the water of the Jamna canal is to be carried through 
it to the Gurgaon District ? If so, what is the total estimated expenditure ; initial 
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and recurring I and how much of it will fall on the Central revenues ? What is 
the benefit likely to accrue from it and what is the main outline of the scheme ? 

The Honourable Mr. H. C. PRIOlt^:* It is understood that the Rinjab Gov- 
erriment have under consideration a scheme for the extension of the W'estern Jumna 
Canal involving the construction of a tunnel through the ridge near Delhi, but they 
have not yet formally approached the Government of India. Govenunent have ik» 
official information on the total estimated cost of the scheme. Tht) question of the 
allocation of expenditure between the Central and the Provincial Government does 
not arise. Tlie Punjab Government expect that the (^anal will irrigate large areas in 
the Gurgaon and neighbouring districts. Government have no official information 
on the outlines of the scheme. ' • 

Flood disaster in Ajmer-Merwara. 

64. The Honourable Raja^ YUVIIKAJ DUTTA SINGH : Will Govern- 
ment give the details of the flood disaster in Ajmer-Merwara in August 
last, the number of lives lost, an approximate value of the properties destroyed, 
and state the measures taken by Government to relieve the distress and the 
amount of expenditure incurred ? 

The Honourable Mr. E. CONRAN-SMITH : The Honourabh^ Member’s 
attention is invited to the reply which the Hononrabh* the Home Member gave in 
another place on the 12th August 1943 to a short- notice question put by Rai Bahadur 
Seth Bhagchand Soni on the same >subject and to th(' pr('ss note issiu'fl by the Chief 
Commissioner of Ajmer-Merwara on the lltli September, 1943, a eopy of whieh I 
place on the table of the House. I also place on the table a statement giving further 
information. 


PRESS COMMUxVIQUI?. 

The Ofiicor on Special Duty appointed in coiirrjcfcion with the renont Rood disaster in Ajmer- 
Merwara after a thorough and careful investigation reportofl the following loss of life and 
property : — Human life 1,691, cattle 662, goats and* sheep 5,275, collapsed houses about 3,300. 
In addition grain and ornaments valued at many thousands of rupees wore also lost. Nearly 

10.000 bighas of culturablo land has b(^en damaged of which half the area is roclaimable. 831 
wells, 209 doris (lifts), 8 tanks and four Nadis (small tanks) wore also darnagofl. As far as 
Ajmer-Merwara is cunc'*rnod the accounts of loss of life which liavo rocoritly been ajipoaring in 
the press aro greatly exaggerated. 

The organ is ition set up to undorbako relief me i^.ires is working saiisfa(‘torily. The devastat- 
ed area has been dividtid into live circles with an ollieor in chargo of each circle, in addition to 
other officers who supervise the work in oach circle. A. R. P. and National War Front officers 
wore also employed on various relief monaiires. Non-official tigencies both local as well as from 
outside continue to do useful work. Tho Govorninent of India have deputed five sub-Assistant 
Surgeons, Rvo compounders and one dispenser for duty in the villages affectod, and have supplied 
adequate stock of medicines. There has been no epidemic of any kind and tho state of health 
of tho people is as good as it can bo in the circumstaiicos. Eor tho immediate needs of the 
sufferers tho Government of India promptly placed a lakh of nipoos at tho disposal of tho Local 
Administration. Donations in response to the appeal issued by me are coming in and total over 

01.000 actually rocnivod. Including tho sums promised thv^ amount ia nearly Rs. 1,13,000. 

After tho disaster thousands of people had to bo foil daily and although tho present number 

has decreased there aro still nearly 3,000 persons who are being maintained. Food depots were 
opened at central places in tho circles and it is gratifying that not a singlo death occurred from 
starvation. Large quantities of clothes have been distributed chiefly by charitable institutions 
and arrangements aro in hand for the supply of warm clothing. Nearly 60,000 rupees have been 
spent so far on food and sirki shelter etc., by tho Local administration. Kharif seed was distri- 
buted free of cost to those cultivators who wished to rc-sow their fields and arrangements were 
made to provide implements of husbandry to thojib who had lost their own. Rabi seed will 
be distributed soon and stops have boon taken to advance taccavi loans free of interest for pur- 
chasing tho seed. Wiere rents are paid in cash Istimrardars (landlords) have boon asked to 
remit kharif and rabi rents suitably in accordance with tho loss. Action is also being taken to 
make tho Istimrardars start work on repairing of tanks, cleaning of wells and reclaiming of 
silted up lands. A special sub-Coinmittee is enquiring into the problem of reconstructiqji of new 
houses on better sites, and its recommendations will soon bo submitted. Tho Government of 
India would be requested to bear part of the expenditure on giving effect to the recommendations. 
The Government of India have bwn requested to depute a flood expert who may after investigat- 
ing into the causes of tho flood advise the Local Administration regarding the steps that it may 
be possible to take to avoid a similar calamity in future. 

Ajmer, KHURSHID, LCJS., 

Dated September II, Chief Commissioner, AjmertMerwam* 
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Statement containing further information in reply to the Honourable Raja Yuveraf Dutta Singh's 
question No. 6i regarding Ajmer floods. 

The rocomtnendations made by the officer Special Duty have been considered by the Chief 
Commissioner and appropriate action on those recommendations has already been, or is being, 
taken. The grant of one lakh of rupees made by the Government of India for the immediate 
needs of the sufferc^rs was found more than sufficient and it was therefore possible for the Chief. 
Commissioner to continue gratuitous relief up to the end of October without asking for further 
assistance. Subscriptions to the AjAior-Merwara Flood Relief Fund ainountod to Rs. 1,16,000 
by about the third week of September while some promises of subscriptions still remain to be 
fulfilled. 

2. For the restoration of normal conditions, action on the following line.s is outstanding : — • 

(1) Reconstruction of houses. 

(2) Reclamation of da^naged lands. 

(3) Repairs to damaged tanks» lifts and wells. 

(4) Fresh classification of soil of the affected area. 

(6) Sowing of the rahi crops. 

As regards the reconstruction of houses, it is estimated that the balance of the Flood Relief 
Fund supplemented by free grants of bamboos, tiles, moonj, wood, mud and stone would be ade- 
quate for tho purpose of reconstructions of the 6,300 houses destroyed by the flood. Efforts 
are also beiqg made to reconstruct on modern lines tho villages of Chosla, Kadera and Deomand, 
which wore entirtily destroyed by the floods, with the assistance of a number of officers and men, 
having knowle<lgo of military engineering, kindly offered by the Officer Commanding at Nasirabad 
Cantonment. 

Out of 10,000 highaa of culturable land which has been damaged by the floods, it will b® 
possible to reclaim an area of. about 5,900 bighas at an estimated cost of about Rs. 71,000 whil® 
the rest cannot be reclaimed without a disproportionate expenditure of labour and money. 

The repairs to tanks, lifts, etc., are estimated to cost a further lakh of rupees. Since none 
of tho villages affected is a khalaa village, efforts are being made to restore the damage done 
through istimrardars and jagirdars and suitable special takkavi grants are being made for the 
purpose as well as for the reclamation of fields. 

The question of the re-classification of the soil is under consideration. 

Tho distribution of rabi seed ha® been taken in hand and it is hoped that full advantage will 
be taken of the fertile silt which has boon deposited over an area at least as great as that which 
has boon permanently damaged. 


Flight of capital and migration of factory, btc. 

65. The Honourable Raja YUVERAJ DUTTA SINGH : Will Govern- 
ment make a statement on tho subject of the flight of capital, and tho migration 
of factories ami industrial plant from British India to Indian States ; and the steps 
taken or j)roposed to be taken to discourage and prevent such a tendency ? 

The Honourable Mr. M. S. A. HYDARI : Government have taken no action 
specifically directed against Indian States. The rest of the question docs not there- 
fore arise. 

Indian Prisoners of War in Italy. 

66. The Honourable Raja YUVERAJ DUTTA SINGH : Has tho atten- 
tion of Gove^rnnieiit been drawn to tho statement of the Secretary of War, Sir James 
Grigg, in Parliament, towards the close of August last, that “ The Italian Govern- 
ment have now^ given an assurance that no British Prisoners of War have been 
transferred to Germany since the fall of the Fascist regime **? 

Will Government state whether there were Indian Prisoners of War in Italy ; 
and does tho f*xpression “ British Prisoners of War include Indian prisoners 
of War ? Have Government made /tny enquiry as to the fate and whereabouts 
of Indian Prisoners of War in Italian hands ? 

The Honourable Malik Sir FIROZ KHAN NOON : Yes, Qoveriunent have 
seen the statement. On the 31st J uly, 1943, there were 5,442 Indian Prisoners of War 
in Italy and the expression referred to by the Honourable Member includes these 
prisoners. During the period between the fall cf the Fascist regime alxd the capitu- 
lation of the Italian Government there were no transfers of British ^nd Indian Pri- 
soners of War from Italy to Germany. Shortly after the capitulation, the majority 
of Risoners of War Camps in Italy passed to German control. It is reported by the 
International Red Cross that 5,000 Indian Prisoners of War have been transferred 
from Italy M Germany. Over two hundred Indian Prisoners of War have rejoined 
tho advancing Allied Forces. 



71 


QUESTIONS and ANSWERS. 

Impost op goods for Civilian use in India. 

67. The Honourable Raja YUVERAJ DUTTA SINGH : (a) Iis it a fact 
that towards the beginning of September^ “ the shipping situation having appre- 
ciably improved, Governnlent proposed lt> import large quantities of certain con- 
sumable goods such as whisky and toilet goods, etc., to ease the existing slxortago 
in respect of the same”? 

If so^ how much of whisky, and toilet goods, etc., have been imported into 
India since then ? • • • 

(6) How much food-grains for the relief of flood-stpken people of Bengal, 
Ajmer-Merwara, and elsewhere have been imported into this country since then^ 

(c) Has the import of whisky and toilet goods, etc., been giv(>n preference 
over the import of essential foodgrains for the suffering people of India ? 

(d) Have Government received any representation on this subject from the 
Indian Chamber of Commerce, Calcutta ? 

The Honourable Mr. N. R. PILLAI : (a) In S(^pt(imber last it was found 

possible to provide shipping space for substantial (pian titles of spirits and other 
, goods w'hich had been awaiting shipment in tlie United Kingdom for a considerable 
period. Figures for imports of whisky arc not se})arately available but according to 
information at present available 320 gross tons of liquors were imported in September 
and October, 1943, for civil purposes from all sources. The corresponding figure for 
toilet requisites is 78 gross tons. 

(6) About 50,000 tons since September, 1943. 

(c) No. 

(d) Yqs. 

Statement op Mr. Suhrawardy regarding transport arrangements for 

FOODGRAINS IN BENGAL. 

68. The Honourable Raja YUVERAd DUTTA SINGH: (a) Has the 
attention oh Government been drawn to the following statement of 
Mr. H. S. Suhrawardy, Minister for Civil Supplies, Bengal, in his address to a Press 
Confcrenc(', in Calcutta, on the 1st September, 1943 : — 

“As regards the transport arrangements, the l(\ss said the better, I ‘have no 
desire to quarrel with the Government of India, to which, after all, we look for suc- 
cour, and whose good-will we mu.st always preserve if we are 1o get foodgrains 
from all parts of India. But I just want to say this that any impression that the Gov- 
ernment of Bengal at this end cannot clear foodgrains expeditiously, whatever 
be the quantities sent to us, is wholly incorrect and not in accordance with facts. 
At a certain stage there was serious bungling, and onr yards here were congested, 
so much so that bookings had to be suspended by the East Indian Railway for a 
while. There were some mistakes somewhere, but people who know will tell you 
that they were not the mistakes of the Government of Bengal ” ? 

(b) Will Government state if the above represents the true facts ; and who 
were responsible for the “ serious bungling ” and mistakes ” at a time when people 
in Bengal were starving to death ? 

The Honourable SIR SATYENDRA NATH ROY : (a) Yes. 

(6) It is a foot that from time to time there has been considerable confusion at 
the terminal stations in Calcutta owing to receipt of wagons far in excess of their 
unloading capacity, which has resulted in congestion and consequent im])osition of 
restrictions on traffic into Calcutta. This state of things was caused mainly by — 

(i) the difficulty of getting consignors to consign wagons to their proper desti- 
nations ; and 

(ti) delays in clearing wagons of which a large number arrived on account of 
private merchants. . • 

* Dbahth of small coins in the United Provinces. ' 

69. The Honourable Raja YUVERAJ DUTTA SINGH : (a) Have Govern- 
ment received any representation from the United Provinces Government to give 
the latter its full share of small coins ? If so, what have Government done in the 
matter ? 
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(d) Are Government aware that the dearth of small coins is still acutely felt 
in most of the areas of United Provinces, uiban as well as rural, which greatly 
interferes with trade, business, and pubj^c transactions ? 

The Honourable Mr. C. E. JONE^: (a) Yes. 

The small coin shortage was most acute in its early stages in Bengal, Bombay 
and Madras wIuto military and industrial activity were at the highest tempo. 

As thfi additional supplies of small coin fell^ short of the total demand, it was 
necessaFV to use them to the best immediate jwlvantage and so at first they were 
issiu‘d (;hi(*fly in these areas. As the situation became easier iTp-coimtry remittances 
w(Te augmented though some time lag was involved owing to the difficulty experienc- 
ed in obtaining police escorts and transport facilities, particularly in Calcutta. These 
difiiculti(*s were surmounted and larger and more frequent up-country remittances 
wei e made from the ever increasing newly minted suppli s. During the period April- 
8eptein}>t‘r, 1948, small coin to the value of over Rs, 1 crore has been supplied to 
the Currency Oflicer, Cawnpore, which is considerably more than double the amount 
supplied during the corresponding peniod of the previous year. As additional supplies 
become avaihible remittances will be increased still further. 

(6) Government are aware that in spite of these large remittances inconvenience 
is still being felt in parts of the United Provinces though the situation in tliat pro- 
vince has on the whole become somewhat easier. The slower response to increased 
issues in the United Provinc<‘s appears to arise from the prevalencx^ of hoarding small 
coin, particularly in the villages. ^ 

Tuk Honourable Mr. HOSSAIN TMAM : Has any representation been receiv- 
ed from other Provinces on the same lines ? 

The Honourable Mr. C. E. JONES : I would like to ask for notice, Sir. 

Status and PRivrLEOES of Indians in reconstructed Burma. 

70. The Honourable Raja YUVERA J DUTTA STNGH : (a) In view of what 
the Indians did in Burma, both before and after it ceased to be a part of the Indian 
Empire, and also what they are doing now in assisting its rcconquest, will Govern- 
ment state what stc})s th(\y have taken or propose to take to ensure that Indians 
enjoyed the same status and privileges in reconstructed Burma as the Britishers, 
or the Americans or other non-Burmans in that country ? 

(d) Are Government aware that on the invasion of Burma by Japan, the 
citizens of Rangoon were asked to leave Rangeron within 48 hours on Eebniary 20, 
1942, anel obviously the^y (?oulel not take away their goods with them in this short 
periexl and the “ Burma Govennmeint ” has rejected such claims of the Indians 
under the War Risks (Goods) Insurance Scheme ? What steps have Government 
taken in this matter, and with what result ? 

The Honourable ]Mr. G. S. BOZMAN : (a) The Government of India havo 

obtained an assurance from the Go^xrnment of Burma that on importmt subjects, 
of iutoiest not only to Burma Indians but also to the Government of India and the 
public ill India, it is their iiiteiilioii not only to consult the opinion of Burma Indians 
but also to take account of rndian public opinion and to enter into full discussion and 
negotiation with the Government of India before submitting their final proposals to 
the Secretary of State. The views expressed by the Honourable Member will clearly 
need to be considered when that stage is reached. 

(h) The Honourable ]\Iember has correctly described the (urcumstances in which 
many citizjons left Rangoon. Th(» Government of India are advised, however, that 
loss of property in those cii’cumstance^ w as not covered by the Burma War Risks 
(Goods) Insurance Scheme. 

Allegation of profiteering by the Bengal Government by selling wheat. 

71. The Honourable Raja YUVERAJ DUTTA SINGH : Is it a fact 
that Government have made an inquiry, or have undertaken to make an inquiry, 
into the allegation that the Bengal Government are, or have been, making profit 
by selling wheat in Bengal at rates higher than the purchase prices ? What are 
the facts, and what steps have been taken in this matter ? 

The Hoi^ourablb Mr, B. R. SEN : The Honourable Member’s attention 
invited to the Press Note on the subject issued by the Government of India on the 
9th October, 1943, and to the resolution dated the 3rd November, 1943, constituting 
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a Committee of Enquiry. A copy of the note and of the resolution are placed on the 
table. 


PRESS NOTE 
Wheat prices in Bengal 
Central Cover ament explain,^ position 

Tho attontioa of tho Govornment of India has boon drawn lo tho anxiv^ty prevailing in th o 
two main wheat exporting provinces lest the (p)verninent of l^ongal may have derived, or should 
henceforth derive, an undue addition to Provincial Revenue'! from the sale of wheat exported or 
to bo exported from these provinces to Bengal under arrangomonts made by the Goj^ornmont of 
India. The Government of India have accordingly obtainod from tlie Government of J3ongal 
a statement of position which is as follows : — 

2. All wheat imported from other provinces under aiTangemonts made bj^ the Government 
of India is held in Government custody. Shice tho first of May last wheat is being sold to mills 
at a fixed price. Consignments received prior to that date were made over to the mills direct at 
cost price. The mills are allowed to sell their wheat prodii *fcs at ex-mill prif'es fixed under the 
Defence of India Rules corresponding to the retail ratm for such products whi«*h are also fixed 
statutorily. Tho schorl ule of rates in forco from the first IMay is as follows : — 


Period. 

Rate for 

saio.j 

Ex-Mill prices 

Retail i)ricos 


of wheat to 


attrt- and (lotir 

Ptta and i 

flour 


Mills. 



lospocliv 

oly. 


re -ipectively. 


Rs. 

pt'r ] 

rnd. Rs. yjor md. 

Rs. i>er md. 

Ist May to 1st August 

1.5 

S 

0 

19 

0 

0 

20 

0 0 





19 

0 

0 

- 20 

0 0 

1st August to 20th September 

14 

4 

0 

16 

8 

0 

17 

8 0 





10 

0 

0 

20 

0 0 

20th September onward . 

12 

12 

0 

14 

0 

0 

15 

0 0 





19 

0 

0 

20 

0 0 


3. D iving the foi r months May to August 1943 inclusive tho J^ougal Goveriunont have 
derived a gross revenue of Rs. 33*44 lakhs on a turn-over of 19*84 laklis maunds of imported 
wheat. This has been derived solely from sales of wheat to mills. The J^ongal Government are 
not concerned in any of the subsequent tran:jacitions. In considering this revenue llgiire it has 
to be conceded that the Government of Bengal fixed their selling yiricos of wlioat to tho mills 
having regard to a number of estimated charge'! for handling storage, delivery, etc. whirdi in 
view of tho poor deliveries of wheat in most of tho months in question were never actually incurred. 
It will bo noticed that Uio Governmoiit of Bengal effectoii a reduction of Rs. 1-4 per maund in 
their sale price of wheat with effoc^t from (he 1st AugiLst when it bo^'ame apparent that re(5eipts 
wore accumulating. The price now in force ii Rs. 12-12 per maund which, regard being liad to 
the F.O.H. prices current in tho PunjaVi and tho Uniiotl Provincoi respectively, will rupiaisont an 
actual loss to the Bengal Government. On tho footing that the (juentities still duo uiidor tho 
Basic Plan are exported to Bengal in an even monthly flow, it is estimated that the Bengal 
Government’s loss on sales of imported wheat to mills over tho remaining [)oriofl of the revised 
Basic Plan will amount to Rs. 40*3 lakhs which after deducting the accumulated revenue of 
Rs. 33-44 lakhs will leavo a net lo.s.s to the Bengal GovoriUnent (T Rs. 6 -SI) lakhs.Tho Govorn- 
ment of India aro satisfied that the selling price t>f wheat now fixod by tho Govoi nmont of Bengal 
is reasonable. 

4. As regards the ‘ Milling Differential ’ allowed to tho mills tho (lovernmont of India have 
decided that the question should be gone into by tho Regional C/ommisdenor, Eastern Region, 
Mr. Justice Braund, with tlio aid of a Cost Accounts Officer of tho Government of India, with a 
view to ascertaining whether the “ Differential ” allowed to tho mills, and the consequential 
retail prices to the public aro reasonable. 

5. Tho above calculations do not include imported wheat products, which tho Government 
of Bengal have boon selling at tho statutory prices fixed for ox-mill sales detailed in y)aragraph 2. 
The gross revenue received by tho Government of Bengal on re.salos of imported wheat pflpducts 
up to the end of Augu.st 1943 amounts to'Rs. 6*32 lakhs. In regard to this rovomie, it would bo 
undesirable and unworkable in practice to fix different sets of wholesale and retail prices for local 
and imported wheat products. The question of wiping out tho accumulated revenue on wheat 
products is, however, under the active consideration of the Government of Bengal. 

Food Department, 

New Delhi, October 9, 1943, * • 


GOVERNMENT OF INDIA 
Department op Food 
Resolution ’ 

No. F. 10(1) -Secy. /43. New Delhi, the 3rd November, 1943, 

The Government of India have had under consideration measures for ensuring that the 
retail cost of wheat and wheat-products sold to the public m Bengal is reasonable and that no 
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iinduo elemont of profit is included in those prices. It has been recently announced publicly 
that tlie Government of Bengal have reduced their selling price of wheat to the millers by Rs. 1*4 
and the Government of India are satisfied the reduced selling price fixed by the Bengal 
Government of Rs. 12-12 per maund of wheat sold to the flour Mills in Calcutta is reasonable. 

2. In order to satisfy themselves that there is no excessive element of profit in the prices 
charged for wheat-produets at subsequent stages, the Government of India have decided to 
appoint a Committee of Inquiry, consisting of (1) Honourable Mr. .Justice H. B. L. Braund, 
Bar tat- Law, Regional Commissioner (Food), Eastern Region, and (2) Mr. A. L. Cooke, Chief 
Cost Accounts Officer, Supply Finance Department. 

3. The terms of reference to tho Committee are as follows : — 

(I) Xo enquire — 

(а) ’ whether tho profit accruing to the flour mills from tho production and sale at the 

ex -mill statutory prices of wheat products ma^lo from wheat purchased from the 
Government of Bengal is reasonable, having, regard to such variations in output 
and other conditions as may from time to time arise and, if not, what adjustment 
ought to bo made so as to secure a reasonable rate of profit in the interest of the 
public and all parties concerned. 

(б) whether the profit accruing to retailers in tho sale at tho statutory retail prices of 

wheat products purchased from tho mills is reasonable. 

{II ) To make recommendations as to the proportions in which atta, flour and bran should 
bo produced by the mills in Calcutta out of wheat bought from Government, and 
tho respective prices at which they should be sold to the public. 

(Sd.) W. H. J. CHRISTIE. 
Deputy Secretary to the Oovemment of India ^ 


Census of British Asiatic evacuees in India. 

72. The Honourable Raja YUVERAJ DUTTA SINGH : (a) Is it a fact 

that a census of Indian Biirman, and other Asiatic British evacuees at present in 
India, has been taken ? If so, will Government give the figures of the above 
separately ? 

(h) What are the respective figures for European British and foreign evacuees ? 

The Honourable Mr. G. S. BOZMAN : (a) The census is being taken during 
tho current month and tho tabulated results will not bo ready before February, 1944. 

(6) S(^parate figures for European British and foreign evacuees in India are no^ 
available ; thi ir total number is 10,464. 

Establishment of a permanent Empire Council. 

73. The Honourable Raja YUVERAJ DUTTA SINGH : Are Government 
aware of the proposal of establishing a permanent Empire Council in order to bring 
tho Dominions into closer consultation and co-operation with the United Kingdom 
and each other ? 

On the successful termination of the War, do Government propose to press the 
claims of this country to bo included in such an organisation on absolutely equal 
terms for the purpose of mutual help and co-operation in times of need ? 

1'he Honourable Sir MAHOMED USMAN : I have seen reports in th© 
Press about tlie proposal put forward by tho Prime Minister of Australia for the for- 
mation of a su])reme Empire executive body or a consultative body to co-operate 
with Allied Nations in post-war reconstruction. No official information has been 
received but the Honourable Menilier may rest^ssured that if a proposal on these 
lines is put to tlio Goveniiuent of India the need that India should be represented will 
bo urged. 

Remarks of Sardar Baldev Singh on the food crisis in Bengal. 

74. The Honourable Raja YUVERAJ DUTTA SINGH : Has the attention 
of Government l)een drawn to tho following remarks of Sardstr Baldev Singh, 
Food and Development Minister of the Punjab, on the food crisis in Bengal 

“ There was no doubt that huge profits were still being made either by the Bengal 
Government, or stockists, middlemen and other agencies. There should be no sur- 
prise if people began to harbour grave doubts about the manner in which the situa- 
tion was still being handled by- the provincial authorities. ” And further that “ he 
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revealed that the dispatches from the Punjab since August 15 last were about 50,000 
tons, and the profits made on this account alone by the Bengal Government would 
amount to about Rs. 20,00,000 (vide t}ji^“ Pioneer ”, dated the 16th Septem])er, 
1943). 

What steps have Government taken or propose to take against the Bengal 
Government under the powers of superinteiulenco, direction and control which they 
possess under the constitution ? • 

The Honourarle Mr. B. R. SKN : The Honourable Member's attention is 
drawn to a Pres^ Note, dated 0th Octob(‘r, 1043, which was issu«'d on the subject 
and to the Resolution of the Goveriunent of India ])iibli8hed in the (Gazette of the 
6th November, copies of which are placed on the table. 


PRESS NOTE 
Wheat Prices in Be.voal 
CeMral Ooverninent exphln/i position 

The attention of the Government of India ha’i boon drawn to the anxiety prevailing in the 
two main wheat exporting provinces le?t the Government of Bengal may have derived, or should 
henceforth derive, an undue addition to Provincml Revenues from the sale of wheat esported or 
to be exported from those provinces to Bengal under arrangements made by the Govornmont of 
India. The Govornmont of India have accordingly obtained fiN^rn the Government of Bengal 
a atatsmont of position which is as follows ; — 

2. All wheat imported from other provinces under arrangements made by the Govojrnment 
of India is held in Government custody. Since the fi%st of May last wheat is being sold to mills 
at a fixed price. Consignment received prior to that date wore made over to the mills direct at 
cost price. The mills are allowed to sell their wheat products at ox-mill prices fixed under the 
Defence of India Rules corresponding to the retail rates for such products which are also fixed 
statutorily. The schedule of rates in force from the first May is as follows : 


Period. 

Rate for -sales 
of wheat to 
Mills. 

Ex-Mill prices 
atta and flour 
respectively. 

Retail prices 
atta and flour 
respectively. 


Rs. per md. 

Rs. per md. 

Rs. per md. 

1st May to 1st August 

15 8 0 

19 0 0 

20 0 0 



19 0 0 

20 0 0 

1st August to 20th September 

14 4 0 

’ 16 8 0 

17 8 0 


1 

19 0 0 

20 0 0 

20bh September onward , 

12 12 0 

14 0 0 

15 0 0 



19 0 0 

20 0 0 


3. During the four months May to August 1943 inclusive the Bengal Govornmont have 
derived a groAs rovoriue of Rs. 33*44 laklis on a turn-oviT of 19*84 lakhs rnaunds of imported 
wheat. Tnis has been derived solely from sales of wheat to mills. The Bengal Govornmont are 
not concerned in any of the subsequent transactions. In considering this rovoriue figure it has 
to be conceded that the Government of Bengal fixed th »ir selling prices of wheat to the mills 
having regard to a number of estimated charges for handling storage, delivery, etc. which in view 
of the poor deliveries of wheat in most of the months in question were uovor actually incurred. 
It will be noticed that the Government of Bengal dffected a reduction of Rs. 1-4 per maimd in 
their sale price of wheat with effect from the Ist August when it became apparent that receipts 
were accumulating. The price now in force is Rs. 12-12 per maund which, regard being had to 
the F.O.R. prices current in the Punjab and^^he United Provinces respectively, will represent an 
actual loss to the Bengal Government. On the footing that the quantities still du^ under the 
Basic Plan are exported to Bengal in an evea monthly flow, it is estimated that the Bengal 
Government’s loss on sales.of imported wheat to mills over the remaining period of the revised 
Banc plan will^mount to Rs. 40*3 Ukhs which after deducting the accumulated revenue of 
Rs. 33*44 lakhs will leave a not loss to the Bengal Government of Rs. 6* 86 Ukhs. The Govcirn- 
ment of India aie satisfied that the selling price of wheat now fixed by the Government of Bengal 
is reasonable. 

4 . As regards the * Milling. Differential * allowed to the mills the Government of India have 
decided that the question should be gone into by the Regional Commissioner, Eastern Region^ 
Mr. Justice Braund, with the aid of a Cost Accounts Officer of the Government of India, with a 
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view to ascertaining whether the “ Differential ” allowed to the mills, and the consequential 
retail prices to the public are reasonable. 

5. The above calculations do not include imported wheat products, which the Government, 
of Bengal have been selling at the statutory prices fixed for ox-rnill sales detailed in paragraph 2 
The gross rovf'rnie received by the Government of Bengal on resales of imported wheat products 
up to the end of August 1043 amounts to Rs. 6*32 lakhs. In regard to this revenue, it would be 
undesirable and unworkable in practice to fix different seta of wholesale and retail prices for local, 
and irnport(»d wheat products. The question of w'iping out the accumulated revenue on wheat 
productseis, howev(T, unfler the active consideration of the Government of Bengal. 

Food Dkpautmknt. 

New DelfUf October 1043. 


GOVERNMENT OF INDIA 
Dkpartmknt of Food 
Resolution 

No. F. 10(l)-Secy 13. New Delhi j the 3rd November ^ 1943 

The Government of India have ha<l un<lor consideration measures for ensuring that the retail 
cost of wheat and wheat products sold to the public in Bengal is reasonable and that no undue 
elomont of profit is included in those prices. It has been recently announced publicly that the 
Government of Bengal have reducetl their soiling f)rice of wheat to the millers by Rs. 1-4, and the 
Govornnjont of India ai-o satisfied that the reduced selling f)rioe fixotl by the Bengal Government 
of Rs. 12-12 })or maiind of wheat sold to the flour Mills in (.^alculta is reasonable. 

2. In ord''r to satisfy themselves that there is no oxc(vssiv'o element of profit in the prices 
charged for wheat-products at subHequont stages, the Government of India have decided to 
appoint a Committee of liupiiry, consisting of (1) Honourable Mr. Justice H. B. L. Braund, 
Bar.-at-Law, Kegionjd (\)inmissioner (Food),' Eastern Region, and (2)^r. A. L. Cooke, Chief Cost 
Ac(<ounts Ofneer, Supply Finauce Department, 

3. The terms of ref(U’onco to the Ooinmittoo aro follows : — 

(I) To eii(|uire : — 

{a) wh(»ther the profit aceruing to tho Hour mills from the production and sale at th© 
ex-mill statutory prices of wheat products made from wheat purebasofi from the 
Goverfirneat of Bengal .‘s reasonable, having regard to such variations in output 
and t)i;lier eomlitions as ioay from time to timt; ariw' and, if not, what adjustment 
ouglit t-,» 1)0 made so as to secure a roasonahlo rate of pfofit in tho interest of tho 
|)ul)lii; anil all parties coucerncvl. 

(b) whi'l-her (he profit accruing to retailers in t)>»' sale at the statutory retail prices of 
^^lu at products purchased from tho mills is roasonahlo. 

(II) To make ri.icointnouilalious <is to the proportions in wiiich atta, flour and bran should 
ho prodiieotl by the mills in Calcutta out of wheat bought from Government, and 
the iwspeetive j)i*ices at wiiich they shoidd bo sold to tho public. 

(Sd.) W. H. J. CHRISTIE, 

. Deputy Secretary to the Oovernment of India, 


Dispute between the C. P. and Berar Government and the Reserve Bank of 
India Reoardjno the bearing op the Cost of destroyed currency Notes. 

76. The Honourable Raja YTJV'SRAJ DUTTA SINGH : Was any enquiry 
made into the dispute between the C. P* and Berar Government and the Reserve 
Bank of India, as to who should bear tho loss occasioned by the destruction of 
currency notes as a result of disturbances in Ramtek in August last year? What is 
the result of tho enquiry and what was the amount of loss involved? 

The Honourable Mr. C. E. JONES : An enquiry was inS^do by Efis Excellency 
the Governor General with whom, under the terms of tho Agreement between the 
Provincial Government and the Reserve Bank, rests the final decision in any dispute 
arising out of the terms and conditions of that Agreement. The Governor General’s 
decision was that in this particular case the loss must fall on the Reserve Bank. The 
net loss involved amounted to about 2^ lakhs. 
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Occupation of the buildings of the Central Government by the Burma 

Government. 

76. The Honourable Raja YUVERAJ*DUTTA SINGH : (a) Will Govern* 
ment state whether “ Burma Government ** have been in occupation of buildings 
belonging to the Central Government for office or residence, in Simla nnd New Delhi 
or Delhi City ? If so, do they pa^^ rent to the Central Government; and, if so, what 
amount of rent do they pay to be stated separately for such use and occupation ? 

(6) In view of the over congested nature of Simla and New Delhi or Delhi^ity 
why the headquarters of the “Burma Government” is not shifted to some less crowd- 
ed city or centre in India specially in view of Lord Mountbatten’s headquarters of the 
South East Asia Command, which is also to be located in New Delhi ? * 

The Honourable Mr. H. C. PRIOR : (a) A statement furnishing the required' 
information, is laid on the table of the House. 

(h) It was considered necessary that the Govoinmcnt of Burma should have 
their headquarters at a place where they could kc'(‘p close cr niacl with the Govern- 
ment of India. As they could not be accommodatt d in D(‘lhi or N('W' Delhi on afTount 
of the acute shortage of accommodation, they have becui accommodated in Simla. 
One of the Burma Government Offices has already been shifted from Sinda to 
Allahabad. 


Burma Government have been in occupaiion of the following accomodation for offices or residential ' 
belonging to the Central Government^ since 1942 todatc. 



I. In Simla. 



{a) Office Acconnnodation 

. 28, 287 sq. ft. ill a. H. Q. Build- 

Amount of rent. 
Kfl. A. F 

dings and 3 leased houses 


^00,903 3 

(b) Besideufial accommodation 

. House .... 

79*] 

1 

Suites ill Government Hostels 

73 1 

k 1,49,320 12 

(a) Office accommodation 

Clerks quarters . 

II. In New Delhi. 

Nil. 


Nil. 

(6) Besidentkil accommodation 

. Family liuts 

2^ 

1 2,010 0 

Nil. 

Suites in Government Hostels 
III. In Delhi cm. 

Nil. 

3, 

r 

Nil. 


Notk.— 1 . The amount given against {a) under I in rolumn IJ above doos not inclucb the 
rent of two of the leaded houses becauv-e the rent of those houses has not yet been fi.xo.l and couJ‘l 
not therefore be calculated. The Government of Burma occu])ied them only reconlly. 

J2. The number of officers against (b) under II are aecommodatod in tlio <<niee sparjo allotted 
to the General Head Quarters to which they are attaohoil. Separates ealculations hav e not 
therefore been made in respect of the oflico accommodation occupied i)y thorn. 


Membership of India of the Inter-Governmental Committee on refitoees. 

77. The Honourable Raja YUYERAJ VVTTA yiNGIl : Will Government 
state if India, among other countries, has been invited to become a me ruber of 
the Inter- Governmental Committee on refugees ? If so, what is the exact sco])e and 
object of this committee and who are the representatives of India on this committee ? 

The Honourable Mr. G. S. BOZMAN : An invitation has b(^on received and 
is under consideration. The Committee is concerned mainly with the aceommoda- 
ti(ui and maintenance during war time of pv^rsons driven from their homes as a result 
of the w ar in Europe. 

Secretary of State’s statement on food shortage in Bengal. 

78. The Honourable Raja YUVERAJ DUTTA SINGH : {a) Has the atten- 
tion of Government been drawn to the following statements made by the Secre- 
tary of State for India, Mr. Amery, in the House of Commons, on or about the 23rd' 
September, 1943, on the question of food shortage in Bengal :• — 

“ The problem which faces the Government of Bengal, which, I would remind! 
the House, is a Government of Indian ministers responsibb to thedocal. legislature^ 
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and which is statutorily responsible for the food administration, is to obtain suffi- 
cient supplies from sources in Bengal and elsewhere, and to distribute them adequate- 
ly* ’and further on “Primarily it is the statutory responsibility of tlie provincial gor- 
ernment where these Governments have*employed self-governing ministries ** ? 

(b) In view of the further assurance of Mr. Amery in the same speech that the 
Government of India will not hesitate to take whatever measures are necessary, will 
■ Government state what steps they have taken in the matter of speedily supply- 
ing adequate food to the starving people of Bengal and also of calling to account the 
•Government of Bengal for its dereliction of responsibility referred to by Mr. 
Amery, under the ample powers of superintendence, direction and control possessed 
by the Central Government. ^ 

The Honourable Mr. B. R. SEN : (a) Yes. 

(b) ArrangiUnents liavo been made by tho Governm(;nt of India to purchase 
foodgrains and transport them from other parts of India to Bengal in steadily in- 
creasing quantities since the beginning of the year. Imports of foodgrains from 
overseas have also been arranged. The Government of India are in continuous 
touch with the Government of Bengal regarding all aspects of food supply and dis- 
tribution. 

Instructions to Indian Authorities in U. S. A. to arrange for shipment of 

FOODGRAINS TO INDIA. 

79. The Honourable Raja YUVERAJ DUTTA SINGH : Will Government 

state if they have instructed “ British Indian authorities stationed in the United 
. States ** to arrange for the shipping of foodgrains for the relief of the suffering people 
of Bengal and other parts of India and also to invito financial and other forms of 
assistance 1 If so, when was such instruction sent and what is the measure of 
response from the U. S. A. ? , 

The Honourable Mr. B. R. SEN : No, Sir. 

Tho Gov(‘rnmont of India have examined the possibility of obtaining food- 
grains for India from tho United States of America but learn that for reasons of 
supply and shipping alike this is not at present a practical proposition. Tho urgency 
of tho problem and the need for economy in the use of shipping equally require that 
tho supply of foodgrains should be sought from tho nearest possible source of supply, 
and all possibb^ efforts are being made by the G )Vornm3nt of India, with tho assis- 
tance of His Majesty’s Government to obtain supplies on this principle. 

.Instructions regarding maintenance of Hindu orphans in Bengal by Hindus. 

80. The Honourable Raja YUVERAJ DUTTA SINGH : Have Govern- 
ment issued instructions to the Bengal Govermnent that during the period of food 
shortage, Hindu orphans in Bengal should be maintained only by Hindu individuals 
and institutions belonging to their own community so that the destitution of orphans 
.may not bo utilized for purposes of proselytizing ? 

The Honourable Mr. B. R. SEN : No, Sir. 

Indian Air Training Corps in the Universities. 

81. The Honourable Raja YUVERAJ DUTTA SINGH : Will Government 

• give an outline of the scheme of forming dn Indian Air Training corps at Allahabad 
university, and at other universities ? When is the scheme to be taken in hand ? 

His Excellency the COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF : Sir, I lay a statement on 
the tabhv giving the information rqquin'd by the Honourable Member. 

Statement. 

The Indian Air Training Corps Scheme, which was started as an experimental measure to 
nduoo young Indians of good family to enter the ranks of the Indian Air Force as airmen techni- 
*<3ians, originally comprised IndiantAir Training Corpj at 6 Universities, namely, Aligarh, Allahabad, 
Punjab, O^mania and Madras. In addition, tho Universities of Calcuttii, Nagpur and Travancore 
I have recently been invited to join. The Indian Air Training Corps Scheme ^aims to give pre- 
gentry training to candidates* for the Indian Air Force. Each Indian Air Training Corps runs 

* 2 courses, each of 50 trainees, during the year. Instruction is iihparted by a Flight Lieutenant 
and Sergeant Instructor of the Indian Air Force assisted by a selected Professor of the University 
iwho has undergone a course of instruction at an Air Force School and receives a stipend of Rs. 100 
a month. The . trainees receive uniform and a stipend of Rs. 20 per month. Air Headquarters 
.provide equipment, and officers from Air Headquarters supervise the Indian Air Training Corps 
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and advise the University authorities, {n addition, special Air Force Classes have been started 
at the Khalsa College of Punjab University. The Government of India’s liability as regards 
these classes is restricted to the supply of the syllabus and such equipment and books as are 
available and the training of 3 members of the Coliege staff. 

At the completion of training candidates undergo an examination and those successful are 
awarded a diploma. 

The Scheme has been in operation since April 1943 and one coiuse has already been com- 
pleted at Aligarh, Madras, Punjab and Osmania universities and a second course has now 
started at Aligarh and Osrnania universities. The first course at Allahabad University has also 
now started. It includes the full number of 50 trainees. ^ 

Since the Indian Air Training Corps Scheme was introduced, however the recruitment of 
airmen technicians to the Indian Force has very much improved while that of pilots is very un- 
satisfactory and is causing acute anxiety. The Government of India, therefore, have decided 
that the Indian Air Training Corps should, in future, be used primarily for the rcpcruitmont of ‘ 
officers to the General Duties (Pilots) Branch of the Indian Air Force. Trainees who are rec^om- 
mended by the Indian Air Training Corps and University authorities for appointment as officers 
will not have to appear before Provincial Selection Boards but will go straight to the Officers 
Selection Board. The number of courses has also been increased from 2 to 3 per year and trainees, . 
in addition to a stipend of Rs. 20 per month, will be eligible to I'^ceivo an allowance of Rs. 1-8-0 a. 
day when undergoing a course of training during vacation or free messing and accommodation 
when undergoing intensive training at an Air Force Establishment. 

Deputation to U. S. A. and Britain to explain India’s war efforts. 

82. The Honourable Raja YUVERAJ DUTTA SINGH : (a) Is it a fact 
that Sir Srinivas Sarma, Mi*. M. Ghiasuddin, M.L.A. (Central), Mr. R. B. Bhole, 
M.L.A. (Bombay) and Mr. H. G. Misra of Cawnpore have been deputed by Oovorn- 
inent to proceed on tour to the U. S. A. and Britain to give the public in both countries 
a first hand account of India’s war efforts ? Have these gentlemen been given any. 
specific line of instructions for their work and will their activities be confined only to 
giving an account of India’s war efforts or will they bo employed in other politicaL 
propaganda also ? 

(6) Are there no organisations for this kind of work in the U. S. A. and Britain 
and what is the estimated total expenditure of this expedition ? 

The Honourable Sir MAHOMED USMAN : {a) Yes. Those gojitlomen 
have been instructed to speak in tin* United Kingdom and United States of America, 
only on India’s war effort. They have be(‘n provkhni with the necessary information 
and before their departure abroad were s(^nt on an instructional tour in this country 
to see the facts for thcmsolvos. Government have no intention of (employing them- 
for political propaganda. 

(h) Yes, the Ministry of Information of His Majesty’s Government and the 
Information Office of the Agent General for India' in United Stat(‘s of America. 
The tour is being arranged on the suggestion of these two c rganisations, and a part 
of the expenditure will bo borne by His Majesty’s Government. An (estimate of the 
portion falling on Indian revenues will be laid on the table of the Housci as soon as the 
details have been settled. 

The Honourable Mr. HOSSAIN IMAM : Is it a fact. Sir, that these gentle- 
men have been given a sort of training on the subject in which tlu^y are going to 
speak ? 

The Honourable Sir MAHOMED USMAN : Public men like the Honour- 
able gentleman who has put the question do not require any training at all. 

The Honourable ' Mr. KUMARSANKAR ray CHAUDHURY : Will* 
Government be pleased fo’ publish the correspondence that passed betw^een the 
Government of India and the British and th» United States Governments on this 
subject ? 

The Honourable Sir MAHOMED USMAN : It is confidential, and confi- 
dential correspondence is generally not published. 

The Honourable Mr. P. N. SAPRU : How do these gentlemen represent; 
India ? To which organisations do they belong ? . What public servi(!es ha^e they 
rendered ? WBat is their title to speak on behalf of the people of India ? Will- 
the Honourable the Leader of the House explain ? 

The Honourable Sir MAHOMED USMAN : They are all public men, and 
they have been doing a lot of public service all these years. Patriotism is not con- 
fined to party organisations alone. ^ 
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The Honourable Me. P. N. SAPRU : May I know what public services 
Mr. H. G. Misra, apart from making profits for himself out of this war, has rendered 
to this country ? May I know what public services Sir Srinivas Sarma, apart from 
editing possibly a subsidised paper, ^\The Whip’\ has rendered to this country ? 
May 1 know what sorvioos Mr. 11. B. Bhole, M.L.A. (Bombay), has rendered to this 
country ? What is their locus standi with any political organisation in this country ? 

The Honourable Sir. MAHOMED USMAN : 1 do not carry this information 
in my pocket. I must ask for notice of the question. 

The Honourable Mr. P. N. SAPRU : What were the considerations which 
actuated Government in sedecting these gentlemen to tour in the United States and 
Britain to give the public a firsthand account of India’s war effort ? 

The Honourable Sir MAHOMED USMAN : Years ^of public service and 
patriotism. 

The Honourable Mr. P. N. SAPRU ; May I know whether as a matter of fact 
. the Dominions have advertised their war effort in the United States or the United 
Kingdom ? Has Canada sent any deputation to the United States to advertise her 
war effort there ? Has Australia sent any deputation to advertise her war effort in 
the United States and Britain ? Has New Zealand sent any mission ? Has 
even South Africa sent any^elegation of this nature to advertise her war effort in 
those countries ? 

The Honourable Sir MAHOMED USMAN : I have no information as to 
whether these countries have sent their representatives to the United States and 
Britain or not. We have sent the delegation simply because the Ministry of Infor- 
mation of His Majesty’s Government and the Agent General for India in the United 
States asked for it. 

The Honourable Mr. P. N. SAPRU : May I take it that this delegation has 
been scut in response to the demand of the Ministry of Information in England, 
and that the Government of Inflia had no initiative in this matter ? 

The Honourable Sir MAHOMED USMAN : It is in the answer that I gave. 
The Honourable Mr. KUMARSANKAR RAY CHAUDHURY : What 
particular special experience have these gentlemen in India’s war effort ? 

The Honourable Sir MAHOMED USMAN : They do not require any 
experience. They have lived in India. Thv\y have seen what India is doing. They 
have been doing all tliat they possibly can to help the war effort in India. What 
more experience do you want ? 

Bengal Government’s profit out of wheat selling. 

83. The Honourable Raja YUVERAJ DUTTA SINGH ; (a) Has the 
attention of Government been drawn to the following admission made by 
Mr. H. S. Suhrawardy, in his speech in the Bengal Legislative Assembly on or 
about the 27th September, last : 

“ The position was that in the beginning the Bengal Government was making 
certain profits out of wheat and wheat products ” 1 

(b) Have Government received any explanation from the Bengal Government 
why the latter was making profits when the population of Bengal was suffering from 
intense food scarcity and destitution ? 

The Honourable Mr. B. R. SEN : The Honourable Member’s attention is 
invited to the Press Note on the subject which was issued on 9th of October. A 
oopy of the note is placed on the table. 

PRESS NOTE. 

Wheat Piuoes in Bengal. 

Central Government Explains Position, 

Tho attention of the Government of India has been drawn to the anxiety prevailing in the 
two m‘\in wheat exporting provinces lost the Government of Bengal may have derived, or should 
henceforth derive, an undue addition to Provincial Revenues from the sale of wheat exported or 
to exported from those provinces to Bengal under arrangements made by ^tho .Government of 
India. The Government of India have accordingly obtained from the Government of Bengal 
a statement of position which is as follows: — 

2. All wheat imported from other provinces under arrangements made by the Government of 
India is held in Government custody. Since the first of lilay last wheat is being sold to mills ~ 
>at a fixed price. Consignments received prior to that date are made over to the mills dixeot 
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at cost pric^. The mills are allowed to soil their wheat products at ex-mill prices fixed under 
the Defence of India Rules corresponding to the retail rates for such products which are also fixed 
^statutorily. The schedule of rates in force from the first May is as follows : — 


Period. 

JRatefor sale t 

Ex-Mill prices 

Retail prices 


• of wheat to 

atta and flour 

atta and flour 


MiVa. 

respectively. 

rapecticely. 


Rs. 

Rs. 

Hs. 


per ind. 

per md. 

per md. 

ist May to 1st August . 

15 8 0 

19 0 0 

20 0 


10 0 0 

20 0 

1st August to 20th Soptetnbor 

14 4 0 

Ifi 8 0 

17 8 


19 0 0 

20 0 

20th September onward . 

12 12 0 

14 0 0 

15 0 



19 0 0 

• 20 0 


3. During the four months May to August 1043 inclusive the Bengal CTOvernrnent have 
derived a gross revenue of Rs. 33.44 lakhs on a turu-ovor of 10‘84 lakhs rnaunds of imported 
wheat. This has boon derived solely from sales of wheat to mills. Tiie Bengal Government 
are not concerned in any of the subsequent transactions. In eoiisitlering this revenue figure it 
has to be concotled that the Government of Bengal fixed their selling prices of wheat to the mills 
having regard to a number of estimated charges for handling storage, delivery, ote. which in view 
of the poor deliveries of wheat in most of the montlis in <(Uostion were T\ever actually incurred. 
It will be noticed that the Government of Bengal effected a reduction of Rs. 1-4 per maund in 
their sale price of wheat with effect from the 1st August when it became apparent that- receipts 
were accumulating. The price now in force is Rs. 12-12 per maund whi(!}i, regard being had to 
the F.O.R. prices current in the Punjab and the United Provinces respectively, will rbproseut an 
actual loss to the Bengal Government. On the footin«T that the quantities still due under ilie 
Basic Plan are exported to Bengal in an oven mont.hi> flow, it is estimated that the Bengal 
Government’s loss on sales of imported wheat to mills over the rt\mainiug period of the revised 
Basic Plan will fimount to Rs. 40*3 lakhs whhdi after do<iueT-ing the accumulated revenue of 
Rs. 33*44 lakhs will leave a not loss to the Bengal Government of Rs. (i* 80 lakhs. Tlie Govitii- 
mont of India arc satisfied that the soiling price of wheat now fixed by the Government of Bengal 
is reasonable. 

4. As regards the ‘ Milling Differential ^ allowed to the mills the Government of India have 
decided that the question should be gone into by the Regional (k)<iimissioner, Kastorn Region, 
Mr. Justice Braurid, with the aid of a Cost Accounts Gfihmr of the Government of India, with a 
view to ascertaining whether the “ Differontial ” allowed to tiio mills, and the consequential 
retail prices to the public are reasonable. 

5. The above calculations do not include imported wheat proflucts, which the Government 
of Bengal have boon selling at the statutory prices fixed for ex-mill sales detailed iu paragraph 2. 
The gross revenue received by the Government of Bengal on resales of imported wheat products 
up to the end of August 19 13 amounts to Rs. fi* 32 lakhs. In regard to this revenue, it would be 
uudcHirahle and unworkable in practice to fix different sots of wliolesalo and retail prices for local 
and imported wheat prodind-s. The question of wiping out the acciirniilatod revenue on wheat 
products is, however, under the aotive^consideration of the Governiuont of Bengal. 

Food DraPAiiTiviRNT. 

New Delhi, October 9. 19i3. 

Supply of Australian wheat to India. 

84. The Honourable Raja YUVER AJ DUT FA STNGH : (a) Has the atten- 

tion of Government been drawn to the following observations made by Mr. William 
James Scully, the Minister of Oommereo and Agriculture, Australia, in the last week 
of September : “ Australia could supply all the wheat needed for starving India pro- 
vided the U. K. could provide ships ; wheat is practicail}^ waiting for loading on 
boats. There is no indication yet from the U. K. whether ships can be made 
available. Australia is ready and waiting ? 

(b) Will Government state why no arrangements could be made for supplying 
sliips to. bring wheat from Australia in time with the result that suffering and death 
by starvation in Bengal and elsewhere have b^n on an almost unprecedented scale ? 

The Honourable Mr. B. R. SEN : The amount of shipping that can be 
made available for the carriage of foodgraius froin Australia to India has to be 
fitted into the general programme of shipping moyomonts to moot the requirements 
of the war situation and tonnage had to bo re-distributed for the purpose. His 
Majesty’s Government at the instance of the Government of India have ag!-e( 5 d to 
provide shipping facilities for the transport of grain from abroad to this country 
and several ship-loads of wheat have already arrived in India. 

New Supply road on India’s eastern frontier. 

86. The Honourable Raja YUVERAJ DUTTA SINGH : Is it a fact that 
a new supply road is being built on India’s eastern frontier, which starts from East 
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Assam, and may eventually join with the old Burma Road — or the Lashio-Chungking 
Road — the Burma end of which was lost with tj;ie fall of Burma? Americans, Negroes 
and some tribesmen from the Garo Hills, started work on it in December last year with 
some of the most modern American road^making e<iuipment ; what is the estimated 
cost of the whole project when completed, and how is it to be shared ? What part 
of it will fall on India’s revenues ? 

His Excellency the COMMANDER-in-CHIEF : It is a fact that military 
communications on and beyond tho eastern frontier of India are being improved 
and extended, but it is not in tho public interest to give any details. I am unable 
to answer the latter part of the question beyond saying that it is unlikely that any 
part of the cost will fall on Indian revenues. 

Number of Indian Military Estate Officers. 

86. The Honourable Mr. P. N. SAPRU : (a) Will Government state the 

total number of Indians employed as Military Estate Officers ? 

(6) Will Government also state tho total number of Military Estate Officers ? 

The Honourable Malik Sir FIROZ KHAN NOON : (a) Six. 

(b) Seventeen. 

Arrival of ship in India with foodstuffs. 

87. The Honourable Mr. P. N. SAPRU : Will Government state — 

(a) the number of ships with foodstuffs which have arrived in India, and 

(b) the total amount of foodstuff’s which have been imported by them in this 
country since August last ? 

The Honourable Mr. B. R. SEN : (a) and (b) Up to tho 18th November, 
1943, nims sliipa had arrived with about 54,000 tons of foodgrj^jns. Information 
about import of other foodstuffs is not readily available. 

Number of Reconstruction Committees with non-official Members. 

88. The Honourable Mr. P. N. SAPRU : Will Government state the 
number of Reconstruction Committees, their names and their functions on which 
non-officials are represented, operating at the Centre at present? 

The Honourable Malik Sir FIROZ KHAN NOON : With your permission, 
Sir, I propose to answer both this question and Question No. 102 in the name of the 
Honourable^ Mr. Kumar Sankar Ray Chaiidhury tf)gcth(T. 

As n gaicls tin* scopt^ and functions of the various Reconstruction Committees 
I invito the Honourable Members’ attention to the statement laid on the table of 
this House by the Honourabhi Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava in reply to Question 
No. 74 by tho Honourable Pandit H. N. Kunzni on the 4th August, 1943. The lists 
of members of tho Policy Committees are not y(*t complete but the Committees are 
oxpect(*d to be fully constituted very shortly. 

The Honourable Mr. P. N. SAPRU : Will tho Honourable Member lay on the 
table a li^t of members of tho Committees which have been completed ? If he can- 
not do it noAv, he can do it later. 

The Honourable Malik Sir FIROZ KHAN NOON : Certainly, when the 
lists are eoinpU^t(*d. 

The Honourable Mr. P. N. SAPRU : Tho personnel of some of the Policy 
Committees has been completed. In the case of those Committees, the lists may 
be laid on tho tabic. ^ 

The Honourable Malik Sir FIROZ KHAN NOON : Very well ; they will 
be laid on the table as they are completed. 

Condition of scarcity and number of deaths due to starvation in Bengal. 

89. The Honourable Mr. ALI ASGAR KHAN : (a) Is it a fact that famine 
and food scarcity are prevailing in most of the districts of Bengal in a most acute 
form and people arc dying of starvation in large numbers ? 

(6) Iftheanswert>e in the affirmative, will Government give the figures of deaths 
due to starvation in the different districts ofBengalalong with the City of Calcutta 
up to Slat Ootober, 1943. 
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The Honourable Mr. B. R. SEN : (a) It is a fact that conditions of food 
scarcity prevail in several districts of Bengal and that people are dying of mal- 
nutrition and disease. 

(6) A statement is laid on the table shoeing the total number of deaths reported 
in Calcutta, week by week from the beginning of this year till 30th Octbber, 1943. 
No information is available as to what proportion of these deaths is directly or in- 
directly attributable to starvation. No accurate information regarding deaths in 
the different districts in Bengal outside Calcutta is available with the Government 
of India. * 

WeMy Total Mortality Ocmrfing in Calcutta during 1943^ 


Week ending. 


1943. 

2-1-43 . 


671 

9-1-43 . 


634 

16-1-43 . 


446 

23-1-43 . 


488 

20-1-43 . 


468 

6-2-43 . 


518 

13-2-43 . 


648 

20-2-43 . 


476 

27-2-43 . 


490 

6-3-43 . 


632 

13-8-43 . 


461 

20-3-43 . 


619 

2T-3-43 . 


461 

3-4-43 . 


473 

10-4-43 . 


442 


Week ending. 1943. 


17-4-43 . 



470 

24-4-43 . 



601 

1-5-43 . 



660 

8-6-43 . 



483 

16-6-43 . 



624 

22-6-43 . 



469 

29-6-43 . 



yi67 

6-6-43 . 



496 

12-6-43 . 



640 

19-6-43 . 



400 

26-6-43 . 



621 

3-7-43 . 



684 

10-7-43 . 



769 

17-7-43 . 



767 

24-7-43 . 



962 


Week ending. 


1943. 

31-7-43 .‘ 


891 

7-8-43 . 


939 

14-8-43 . 


1,067 

21-8-43 . 


1,129 

28-8-43 . 


1,166 

4-9-43 . 


1,183 

11-9-43 . 


1,292 

18-9-43 . 


1,319 

26-9-43 . 


1,492 

2-10-43 . 


1,636 

9-10-43 . 


1,967 

16-10-43 


2,164 

23-10-43 


2,166 

30-10-43 . 


2,214 


Number of deaths due to starvation in Calcutta. 

90. The Honourable Mr. ALI ASGAB KHAN : (a) Are Government aware 
that Calcutta streets are full of homeless starving people and that they are dying 
in large numbers. 

(fe) Will Government give the figures of such deaths up to 31st October, 1943 ? 

(c) What action have Government taken to relieve these people from dying 
from starvation ? 

The Honourable Mr. B. B. SEN : A statement is laid on the table showing 
the total number of deaths reported in Calcutta, week by week from the beginning of 
this year till 30th October, 1943. No information is available as to what propor- 
tion of these deaths is directly or indirectly attributable to starvation. 

Arrangements were made by the Central Government for the despatch to Bengal 
by rail and sea, and from overseas, as quickly as possible, of large quantities of food- 
grains. In ad^tion the Bengal Government have opened free kitchens, orphanages, < 
poor houses and cheap foodgrain shops for destitute persons, and have arranged 
for the free distribution of foodgrains, cloth and milk for such persons. Arrange- 
ments have also boon made for the treatment of destitute persons in hospitals. Test 
relief schemes have been started for able-bodied persons, and loans granted. 

Weekly Total Mortality Ocourriug in Calcutta during 1943, 


Week ending. 

1943. 

Week ending. 

1943. 

Week ending. 


1943. 

2-1-43 . 


671 

17-4-43 . 


470 

31-7-43 . 


891 

9-1-43 . 


634. 

24-4-43 . 


601 

7-8-43 . 


939 

16-L43 . 


446 

1-6-43 . 

• 

660 

14-8-43 . 



23-m3 . 


488 

8-6-43 . 


* 483 

21-8-43 . 


1,129 

30-1-43 . 


468 

16-6-43 . 


524 

28-8-43 . 


1,166 

6-2-43 . 


.618 

22-6-43 . 


459 

4-9-43 . 


1,183 

13-2-43 . 


548 

29-6-43 . 


667 

11-9-43 . 


1,292 

20-2-43 . 


476 

6-6-43 . 


496 

18-9-43 . 


1,319 

27-2-43 . 


490 

12-6-43 . 


640 

26-9-43 . 


L492 

6-3-43 . 


632 

19-6-43 . 


400 

2-10-43 . 


KRiiiLJ 

13-3-43 . 

• 

461 

26-6-43 . 


B21 

9-10-43 . 


1,967 

20-3-43 . 


619 

3-7-43 . 


«84 16-10-48 . 


2,164 

27-3-43 . 


461 

10-7-43 . 


769 23-10-43 . 


2,166 

3-4-43 . 


473 

17-7-43 . 

e 

767 30-10-43 . 


2,214 

lO-jl-43 . 


442 

24-7-43 . 

• 

962 
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Requisition of lands and homesteads by Militaby authorities. 

91. The Honourable Mb. ALI ASGAB KHAN : (a) Is it a fact that a pretty 
good number of families have been rendered homeless owing to requisition by 
military authorities of their lands and homesteads in-different districts of Beng^ 
and that these people have spent all the money they received by way of compensa- 
tion owing to high prices of foodstuffs and that they are now homeless ? 

(i) Have Government any scheme to settle such people on lands at other places 
in or4er to ease the present difficulties and to save them from starvation ? 

His Excellency the COMMANDER.in-CHIEF : A certain amount of land 
in Bengal has been requisitioned by the military authorities but I am not aware of 
any instances of persons being rendered homeless. I would refer the Honourable 
Member to the Press Communique issued by the Government of India on the 4th 
August, 1942, describing the procedure to be followed when it becomes necessary 
to requisition land for military purposes. Although any scheme to settle the eva- 
cuated persons is a matter for the Provincial Government, the Central Government 
have asked the Provincial Governments in such cases to make every effort to provide 
temporary accommodation and alternative lands and houses for those evacuated. 

Opening of reserve forests and fallow lands to ensure success op “ Grow 
More Food Campaign. 

92. The Honourable Mr. ALI ASGAR KHAN : In order to ensure the success 
of “Grow More Food Campaign” do Government contemplate to ask different 
provinces to open vast forest reserve and fallow lands for cultivation and settle- 
ment to the people ? 

The Honourable Sir JOGENDRA SINGH: The necessity and urgency 
of bringing fallow lands under cultivation have been impressed upon the Provincial 
Governments and to assist them in doing so, the Government of India have sanc- 
tioned liberal grants in a number of cases. As regards forest reserves these are a 
national asset the conservation of which is essential for prevention of floods, soil 
erosion and land utilisation generally in the national interest and it would be an 
extremely ill conceived and short sighted policy to denude these forests for extension 
of arable cultivation. 

Measures to stop the spread of leprosy. 

93. The Honourable Mr. ALI ASGAR KHAN : (a) Will Government state 
what precautionary measures have been adopted by Government to stop the spreading 
of leprosy among general public in train and steamer services and public restaurants 
and other places and how far the measures have proved a success ? 

(5) Have Government taken the census of people of different provinces suffer- 
ing from leprosy ? 

(c) Will Government give the flgures province by province ? 

(d) Have Government made any arrangement to house these persons at a segre- 
gated place ? If so, how many such asylums have been opened and how many 
people have been admitted so far ? 

The Honourable Sir JOGENDRA SINGH : (a) The Railways Act and the 
Motor Vehicles Act include provisions to control travelling by persons suffering from 
infectious diseases and Provincial Municipal Acts generally provide powers for the 
control of spread of infection in places such as public restaurants. Owing to pract|cat 
difficulties in the way of inspection and diagnosis it is not possible to enforce the 
provisions of the law very strictly and it is not possible to'assess exactly the degree 
of success achieved by such legal provisions. 

(b) and (c). , A statement is laid on the table. 

(d) The responsibility for making arrangements to house lepers at segregated 

i daces rests with the Provincial Governments. It is understood tiiat there are 81 
eprosy in-patient institutions maintained by Governments, local bodies and Missions 
distributed over the different Provinces. No information is available regarding the 
exact number of patients at present lodged in these institutions. 
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Statement showing the number of lepers in Provinces as enumerated in the 1931 census (no cenm 
of lepers was taken during 1941 census). 


Name, of Province. 

Ajmer-Merwara 




Total number of lepers. 
Males. Females. 

12 6 

Assam 


• • 




3,864 

1,300 

Baluchistan 






20 

4 • 

Bengal . 






16,290 

5,656 

Bihar and Orissa 






. 14,408 

4,921 

Bombay 


• ^ 




6,374 

2,738 

C. P. and Berar 






7,341 

• 4,166 

Coorg 






11 

6 

Delhi . 






8 

1 

Madras . 






24,842 

8,285 

N.-W. F. P. . 






164 

85 

Pqnjab . 






1,326 

627 

United Provinces 






12,013 

2,472 


Spreading of leprosy in bio cities. 

94, The Honourable Mr. ALI ASGARKHAN : (a) Aro Government aware 
that the streets of big cities are infested with lepers and there is a chance of 
spreaiHng the disease among^the public ? 

(6) Do Government contemplate to take prompt and immediate steps to 
stop such occurrences ? 

The Honourable Sir JOGENDRA SINGH; (a) It is -true that lepers are 
found in the streets of most big cities and that there is a possibility of spread of 
infection. ^ 

(b) The executive and legislative powers necessary for dealing with the problem 
of beggars with leprosy rest with tho Provincial Governments and legislatures. 
The whole problem of the control of leprosy was considered by a Committee of the 
Central Advisory Board of Health in 1941 and I shall arrange for a copy of the 
report to be supplied to tho Honourable member. 

Representation of the Indian Medical Council on the Public Health and 

Development Committee. 


95. The Honourable Mr. KUMARSANI^AR RAY CHAUDHUKY : 
(a) Will Government state whether it is a fact that no representation has been 
given in the recently constituted Public Health and Development Committee under 
the presidentship of Sir Joseph Bhore to the Indian Medical Association which 
is the premier medical organisation of medical graduates in the cou ntry, having 
196 branches and 5,909 members of the profession on its roll ? 

(6) Will Government state the reasons for this exclusion ? 

(c) Do Government propose to include some of their representatives now ? 

The Honourable Sir JOGENDRA SINGH : (a), (6) and (c) The members 
of the Health Survey and Development Committee have been selected in their indi- 
vidual capacity and not as representatives of any particular body or association. 
They include at least two persons who are members of the Indian Medical Association. 

Committee of allied powers for rehabilitation of devastated areas. 

96. The Honourable Mb, KUMARSANKAR RAY CHAUDHURY : Will 

Government state — • 

(а) whether any committee is going to be set up by the allied powers for the 
rehabilitation of areas devastated by the present war ; if so, what is its object and 
scope ; 

(б) what part or share, if any, is India going to take in it and on what fdbting; 

and ^ 

(c) whether India will be entitled to get relief from sttch a committee for the 
economic and other devastations caused to her by the war ? 

The Honourable Me. N. R. PILLAI : (a) A United Nations Relief and Re- 
habilitation Administration I^as been set up in the United States of America, As 
regards its object and scope the attention of the Honourable .Member is invited to 
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the Preamble to the United Nations Relief and Rehabilitation Agreement, a copy 
of which has been placed in the Library of the House. 

(6) India has signed the Agreement* subject to the reservation that the Agree- 
ment shall not come into force with respect to India until it has been approved by 
the Indian Legislature. 

(c) The Scheme is intended to provide aid to areas liberated by the armed 
forces of the United Nations or as a consequence of the retreat of the enemy. 

The Honoubablb Mr. HOSSAIN IMAM : Has any quota been fixed for 
India ? 

The Honourable Mr. N. R. PILLAI : No, Sir. 

The Honourable Mr. KUMARSANKAR RAY CHAUBHURY: With 
reference to part (6) of my question the Honourable Member has replied that the 
agreement will be ratified by the Indian Legislature. May I know when this rati- 
fication will take place ? 

The Honourable Mr. N. R. PILLAI : It is hoped to submit the agreement 
for the approval of the Legislature in the npxt session. 

Position op Government of India in relation to South East Asia Command. 

97. The Honourable Mr. KUMARSANKAR RAY CHAUDHURY : Will 
'Government state what is its position in relation to the South East Asia Command 
under Lord Mountbatten as regards — 

(а) the employment by it of the Indian Army; 

(б) the provision of supplies of munitions and stores to it ; and 
(c) costs 1 

His Excellency the COMMANDER-xn-CHIEF : (a) The Supreme Com- 
mander, South-East Asia Command, will have under his command such units of the 
Indian Army as may from time to time be placed at his disposal by the Commander- 
in-Chief, India. The situation in regard to such units will be the same as that 
obtaining in respect of Indian troops employeddn the Middle East or other overseas 
commands. 

(6) The South-East Asia Command will place demands on the Government 
of India which will then with due regard to India’s financial and economic position 
decide whether to arrange provision from Indian or other sources. 

(c) The financial problems arising out of the establishment of the South-East 
Asia Command are engaging the closest attention of Government. 

Claim on behalf of India for territories won from the enemies. 

98. The Honourable Mr. KUMARSANKAR RAY CHAUDHURY : Will 
Government state whether any claim for any territories won from the enemies has 
been made by anybody on behalf of India ; if so, by whom and of what nature ? 

The Honourable Sir MAHOMED USMAN : No. 

Relation op the Government op India with the provinces regarding food 

PROBLEM. 

99. The Honourable Mr. KUMARSANKAR RAY CHAUDHURY: (i) Will 
Government state what is the 
connection with the country’s 

(а) import from outside, 

(б) inflation of currency, 

(c) employment of soldiers and army stores and medicine, 

(d) rendering of transport facilities, 

(e) inter-provincial help and co-operation, 

(/) supervision and organisation of relief v orks, 

Ig) punishment arid prev^tion of abuses, . 

(A) prevention of hoarding, 

{%) making undue profits, aad 
{J) introduction of rationing ? 

{%%) Will Govemment state the nature of the steps already taken by them on 
each of the above heads ? 


present relation it has assumed with the provinces m 
food problem as regards-^ 
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The Honoubablb Mr..B. R. SEN : (a) Imports of foodgrains from outside 
are arranged and distributed to Provinces by the Government of India. 

(6) The meaning of this part of the question is not clear. The Centre has 
assumed no relation with the Provinces in •regard to currency matters. 

(c) The attention of the Honourable Member is invited to. the statement made 
at a press conference on Saturday, the 6th November, 1943, by His Excellency the 
Commander-in-Chief, and reported in the press. 

(d) Programmes for the movement of foodgrains from surplus to deficit^ Pro- 

vinces are prepared by the Food Department in consultation with the War Trans- 
port Department and the Railway Board. These are forwarded to the Regional 
Controllers of Railway Priorities who make arrangements in consnltatioQ with each 
other and with Regional Pood Commissioners and Directors of Food Supplies and 
with the Railways concerned who carry them out. ‘ 

Programmes of movement by sea are forwarded to the Bombay Coastal Shipping 
Committee who berth ships in accordance with a priority direction in which food- 
grains are given priority over all other cargoes. 

In the case of movements within Provinces, arrangements are direct 

between the Director of Food Supplies of the Province and the Regional Controller 
of Railway Priorities. Such direct arrangements are also made for the inter-Pro- 
vincial movement of such foodstuffs as are not controlled by the Food Department. 

(e) The Government of India endeavours to secure the greatest possible mutual 
help and co-operation by Provincial Governments in food matters. It is part of 
the functions of the Regional Food Commissioners to secure this co-operation. 

(/), (g) and {h) These are all primarily provincial functions of which the Central 
Government closely supervises the performance. 

(t) The Government of India have laid down the principle that the cost to be 
charged by a supplying administration for foodgrains exported by it shall include 
only the prime cost of the grains plus incidental charges up to the point of despatch 
and an element representing the actual cost of administration and nothing else. 

(j) The Government of India are urging all administrations to prepare plans 
for the card rationing of their towns of one lakh and over and are offering technical 
advice in preparing rationing schemes. 

Total mileage of rails taken out of India. 

100. The Honourable Mr. KUMARSANKAR RAY CHAUDHURY : Will 
Government state how many miles of railway, if any, have been taken away from 
India to countries outside, and what proportion does it bear to the total mileage of 
railway in India ? 

The Honourable Sir SATYENDRA NATH ROY : The total track mileage 
of rails supplied overseas from Indian Railways is 1,063. This is 1*9 per cent, of 
the total track mileage of Indian Railways open on 3lst March, 1943. 

Restrictions imposed upon Ships on the Indian register. 

lOU The Honourable Mr. KUMARSANKAR RAY CHAUDHURY : WiB 
Government state whether ships under the Indian register have been subjected to any 
restrictions which do not apply to ships uudtT the British register in connection with 
the coastal trade of India ? If so, what are these restrictions ? 

The Honourabl]^ Mr. N. R. PILLAI : In view of the necessity for ensuring 
the best possible utilisation of available shipping^nd for securing priority for essential 
cargo such as foodgrains, vessels on the Indian Register which are not on requisition 
to Government have recently been subjected to a scheme of licensing. This control 
has not been extended to vessels on the British Register because all such vessels 
have already been requisitioned by His Majesty’s Government and operate under 
the direct control of Ministry of War Transport. • 

Scope and Composition op post-war reconstruction committees. 

*102. The Honourable Mr. KUMARSANKAR RAY CHAUDHURY : Will 
Government state the scope and composition of the various post-war reconstruction 
committees, if any, set up by them in India ? 

* For answer to this Question, answer to Question No. 88. 
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Scheme fob the advancement of the educational level in In;dia. 

103. The Honourable Mb. KUMARSANKAR KAY CHAUDHUR^ : Has 
the Educational Adviser to the Govertiinent of India submitted any scheme for the 
advancement of the educational level of India ? If so, what is its substance ? 

The Honourable Sir JOGENDRA SINGH : 1. Yes. A brief summary of the 
scheme, prepared by the Educational Adviser to the Government of India, for 
Post-war Educational Develoi^ment in India which was placed before the Central 
Advisory Board of Education last month is laid on the table. 

2. The scheme has generally been approved by the Centra;! Advisory Board 
of Education at a special session at Dehra Dun last month. The views of the 
Inter-University Board on matters relating to university education are awaited. 
The Board will consider the views of the Inter-University Board at its annual 
meeting in January, 1944 at Baroda and then formulate its final proposals. It is 
proposed to submit the recommendations of the Central Advisory Board of Educa- 
tion to the Reconstruction Committee early next year. 

A NATIONAL SYSTEM OF EDUCATION FOB INDIA. 

PRIMARY AND MIDDLE SCHOOLS FOR 52 MILLION PUPILS IN FORTY YEARS. 

20«YEAa Proqraacme of Adult Education. 

The outlines of a scheme for a national system of education whicli will provide all the children 
of India with a certain basic education and enable those who show promise to pass on to high 
schools, universities, technical, commercial and art institutions are contained in a Momorandiim 
prepared by Mr. .Tohn Sargent, Educational Adviser to the Government of India, and discussed 
by the Central Advisory Board of Education at a special meeting held at Dehra Dun on October 
13, 14 and L5. According to Mr. Sargent, the scheme aims at no more than has been achieved 
already in Britain and other countries of the West and is the minimum for which India ought 
to plan in the postwar period of reconstruction. Such a system for British India alone, he esti- 
mates, will cost by tlie time it is fully established Rs. 323 crores annually of which Rs. 277 crores 
will probably have to come ovit of public funds. When it is borne in mind that in 1940-41 out 
of a total expenditure on education of about Rs. 30 crores, Rs. 1 7 J crores came from public funds, 
the magnitude of the expansion envisaged will be realised. 

As Mr. Sargent points out in his Foreword, his Memorandum embodies the main proposals 
contained in the .reports of various committees appointed by the Central Advisorj Board since 
1935 and is in fact something like a patch-work quilt in which material from the Board’s reports 
is hold together by his own ideas and suggestions. In recent years committees appointed by the 
Board have reported on such matters as basic, primary and middle education, women’s educa- 
tion, adult education, the phy.sical welfare of school children, school buildings, social service, 
examinations, and the recruitment, training and salaries of teaeheis. 

Basic Education. 

Naturally the most important part of Mr. Sargent’s scheme is that relating to Basic (Primary 
and Middle) Education — a system of universal, compulsory and free education for all boys and 
girls between the ages of (j and 14. The instruction to be provided should follow the lines of 
education through various activities laid down in reports already adopted by the Board. He 
suggests that, while the majority of the pupils should go through the complete course, children of 
ability and promise should be enabled at the end of the Primar}'^ or Junior Basic stage to enter 
high schools and other institutions for higher education. A vast increase in the number of 
women teacliers is envisaged and certain minimum standards of training, recruitment and service 
conditions for teachers should be adopted and enforced everywhere. It is estimated that the 
cost of suoh a system of universal elementary education for British India would be Rs. 200 
crores a year. This would call for 1*8 million teachers to instruct 52 million pupils. 

' Nursery Schools. 

India now has hardly any facilities for nursery schools or classes but a proper system of 
kindergarten instruction is an essential part of any national system of education. Mi. Sargent 
suggests that in urban areas separate nursery schools or departments should be provided, while 
elsewhere where there are not sufficient cfiildren nursery classes should be attached to Primary 
Schools. Kindeigarten work should invariably be in the hands of women teachers trained for 
the purpose. Such instruction should be free and every effort should be made to persuade 
parents to send their ohildren to school, particularly in areas where housing conditions are bad 
or mothers have to go out to work. 

,HigH SCHOOI.S. 

CVi the subject of High {Schools education Mr. Sargent calculates that roughly one child in 
every five will be able, with profit, to 'enter the High School stage of education. As high schools 
will be largely dependent on public funds, entry to such schools should be dn a selective basis, 
only those pupils being culmitted who are likely to profit by the inslructioii imparted. A system 
of scholarships, stipends and free places should ensure that no poor child of any ability is excluded. 
The high schools in Mr. Sargenvs scheme will be of two types — academic and technical — but 
both should aim at giving a good all-round education and prepariiig pujpils in the later stages for 
their future careers. Curricula should be as varied as possible and university and examination 
requirements should not be the deciding factor. 
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Whaknbssbs or Univbrsity systbx. 

In the ehapter dealing with university education reference is made to certain weaknesses oF 
the prevailing system. India Jias not too many umversities for a country^ of her si^fe and popula- 
tion, but the trouble is that the proportion of atuaents in Indian universities as compared to the 
school-going population is high which shows that in India ** the super-structure of the educational 
system has been allowed to develop before the main building has been erected ou broad and sound 
foundations.” To raise standards all round Mr. Sargent suggests here too that the conditions for 
admission should be revised to ensure that all stud'^nts admitted will benefit from a university 
course and ho expects that his propoaed rebrganisation of the High Scjhool system will fattlitato 
this. As in the high schools, adequate assistance must bo provided for poor students. 

Regarding courses of study and methods of teaching in universities, the anomalous position 
of the Intermediate stage in Indian university education is criticised and a three-year degree 
course, with the Intermediate course covered in the High School stage (as has beet adopted in 
Delhi), is advocated. The extension of the tutorial system and closer personal contacts between 
teachers and students as well as steps to improve conditions of service of teaching staffs so as to 
attract men and women of the requisite qu6Jity are other reforms advocated. 

Mr. Sargent anticipates that the creation of a national system of high schools will call for a 
university system with 240,000 seats, or double the present capacity of India’s universities. An 
Indian University Commission is advocated to co-ordinate the activities of different universities 
and eliminate overlapping or dispersion of effort. 

Tbohnioal Ikstbuction. 

Technical (including commercial)’ education is an important servioe and it is suggested that 
in view of the difficulties in the way of organisilig it on a provincial basis, it should be controlled 
at any rate in its higher stages by an all-India body called the National Council for Technical 
education and that the cost should be borne by the Government of India. Frbspootive post* 
war developments make the establishment of an efficient system of technical instruction a matter 
of the greatest importance and agricultural education is not the least important branch of techni- 
cal instruction. The technical high school is an important new idea aiming at giving an all- 
round education with a technical bias for pupils of ability so as to satisfy the aptitudes of those 
who want a practical course and the needs of industry and commerce for intelligent young workers. 
But apart from technical high schools, technical instruction should moot the needs of i^vo classes 
of industrial work^s — the managerial class, research workers, the supervisory class, skilled 
artisans and semiSkillod and unskilled workers. 

A twenty-year campaign to deal with illiteracy among adults preceded by five years of pre- 
paration is envisaged by Mr. Sargent in his survey of the problem of adult education. Such a 
campaign is particularly important in India with its very high percentage of illiterates, but 
literacy is not on end in itself. To an increasing de^proo as illiteracy is reduced education in a 
fuller sense should be provided for those who become literate. Hero, as in all branches of educa- 
tion, a big problem will be the securing of teachers and, while the main responsibility is the State’s, 
the help of voluntary organisations whore they are available will have to the enlisted. 

Waktbd Two Million Teachbbb. 

The great increase in the number of schools will call for an enormous stepping up of the out- 
put of trained teachers and India’s existing institutions are only sufficient to pr^ide for replace- 
ments among existing teachers. India will require ultimately over two million non-graduate 
teachers and 180,000 graduates for high schools, and new training schools and colleges must be 
provided to meet this need. Suitable pupils from high schools must be picked — particularly 
from girls’ high schools. No fees should be charged and poor students should be helped liberally. 
Teachers, especially those in remote rural areas, should be able to take refresher courses. 

Medical Attention and Physical Education. 

On the subject of school medical services and physical education, Mr. Sargent takes his 
stand on the findings of a Joint Committee appointed in 1941 by the Central Advisory Boards of 
Health a]\d Education. The medical inspection of children is of little value unless linked up 
with the treatment of defects discovered and arrangements for following up coses where 
necessary. The provision of midday meals in schocls is a stop towards combating malnutrition, 
while beUor personal hygiene can be taught both by example and precept in schools. Physical 
training* should be given to all children. Mr. Sargent calculates that India’s school-going 
population will need 7,600 school medical officers and .15,000 nurses to nm an efficient school 
medical service. 

Education ow DsTBcft^ivES. 

So far what has been done for the education of mentally and physically handicapped children 
in India has been almost always due to voluntary effort. Provision for them should, however 
Form part of the State system of education. As far as possible handicapped children should b« 
brained in ordinary schools ; resort to special schools should be limited to casea where it is essoutuJ. 
The blind and the deaf need special educational arrangements and special teachers. The hftndi- 
capped should always be trained for remunerative employment and an effort should be made 
to find such emplo>%nent for them. 

A National Youth Movement to provide recreative and social activities for young people, 
specially those between 14 and 20 who are no longer in school, should be set up. Tl^ move- 
nent should not try to supersede existing organisations ouch as the Y. M. 0. A. and the 
Etamakrishna Mission, but fhould co-ordinate their activities cmd extend their range. 
kCr. Sargent suggests that leaders for such a movement mignt be found among carefully select 
lemobilised men. 
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Emplojrment bureaiik under the control of the education departments and staffed by trained 
6Zpert6 with experience of teaching and of industrial conditions should be maintained in the 
provinces. They are specially necessary in India because of the restricted opeziings at the 
moment for progressive employment. Such Voreaux should be responsible for those leaving all 
types of schools ; universities should preferably have their own employment bureaux. 

Thb Honoueablb Mb. P. N, SAPRU : WilJ the Honourable the Education 
Member consider the desirability of publishing the entire Memorandum of Mr. Sargent 
so thAt those who are interested in educational reconstruction may have a complete 
view of the picture ? It is an excellent Memorandum judging from the summary 
which has appeared in the Press but some of us would like to read it in detail. Will 
the Honourable Member consider the desirability of publishing it ? 

Thb Honourable Sir JOGENDRA SINGH ; I will certainly consider it as 
soon as it assumes final form. 

Transfer of famine relief, eto., from the Provinces to the centre. 

104. The Honourable m. KUMARSANKAR RAY CHAUDHURY : Do 
Government contemplate taking steps for the transfer of the subjects of famine 
relief, agriculture, irrigation, river communication, and education and health or any 
of them from provincial to central control ? 

The Honourable Sir MAHOMED USMAN : No, Sir. 


INFORMATION PROMISED IN REPLY TO QUESTIONS LAID ON THE 

pi TABLE. 

The Honourable Mr. M. S, A. HYDARI (Industries and Civil Supplies Secre- 
tary) : Sir, I lay on the table statements containing the information promised in 
reply to question No. 54 asked on theJSrd August, 1943. 

20s. Count Yarn. 

STATEMENT No. (1). 

(i) Price and QuafUiiiee purehaeed direetly by the Supply Deparimeni each month of 1942 and 194S 


1942. 

— ^ 

Honth. Quantity. Price per 

iO lbs. 


January 

Fabniary 

. Hosiciy . 

(lbs.) 

82,000 

R». 

9 

A. 

5 * 

P. 

0 

March . 

. r HosiPiy . 

.82,000 

9 

5 

0 


1 Weaving . 

87,200 

8 

8 

0 


i » * 

60,000 

8 

4 

6 

April . 


60,000 

9 

0 

0 

, HoKiery . 

80,000 

9 

5 

0 

May 

. / Hosiery . 

80,000 

9 

8 

0 


\ Weaving . 

800,000 

8 

8 

6 

June . 

./Weaving . 

800,000 

8 

3 

6 


\ Hosiery 

80,000 

9 

5 

0 

July . 

. / Hosiery 

78,000 

9 

5 

0 


\ Weaving . 

800,000 

8 

3 

6 

Augost 

Sa^mber 

October 

Novamber 

. Weaving . 

Weaving . 

. Weaving . 

800,000 

800,000 

800,000 

9 

9 

9 

8 

,8 

8 

0 

0 

0 

December 







. 1948. 


Month. 


Quantity. 



Price per 

January . 

Weaving 

(lbs.) 

4,800 

30 lbs. 

RS. A. F. 

10 11 0 

February 

/Weaving . 

67,300 

12 9 

6 

. Hosiery , 

53,000 

210,200 

12 9 

6 

March . . 

r Weaving . 

12 9 

6 

i 

Hosiery . 

53,000 

12 9 

6 


1 » . 

50,000 

18 9 

6 (Cones). 

April 

f Weaving . 

167,600 

12 9 

6 ' 

Hosiery . 

54,000 

12 9 

6 


50,000 

13 9 

6 (Cones). 

May 

f Weaving . 

142,500 

16 13 

0 

A 

Hosiery 

53,000 

16 13 

0 

1 

L . 

100,000 

17 13 

0 (Cones). 

June . 1 

f Weaving . 

142,500. 

16 13 

0 

j 

Hosiery 

53,000 

16 13 

0 

July .1 

»» 

100,000 

17 13 

0 (Cones). 

^ Weaving . 

142,700 

16 IS 

0 

Hosiery 

54,000 

200,600 

16 18 

0 

1 

17 13 

0 (Cooes). 

August ^ 

^Weaving . 

6,400 

16 8 

9 

September ^ 
to 

December ^ 




5»339,200 lbs. 


1,093.900 IbA. 


STATEMENT No. (2). 

OMMWan (•*) (8).— TAa Quantity utUioed in India and tent ouUide in the fiut tix monthe of 1942 and 1944. 


January/June 1942. 


January/June 1948. 


Quanity utilised in 
India 

Nil 


Quanitty utilised in 
India — 





Hosiery . 

66,000 Hm. 

Sent outside India— 
WeAving 

167,200 lbs. 
1,600,000 lbs. 

Actually sent out. 

For China (Stored 

Weaving . ^ . 

Sent outside ^ndia— 
Hosiery 

185.000 lbs. 

500.000 lbs. 

Hosiery 

304,000 lbs. 

in India). • 

'Weaving 

539,200 lbs. 


2,061,200 lbs. 



1,200.800 lbs. 


FOOD SITUATION 
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STATEMENT No. (S). 

OSMfion (i) (e). The Quantity of yam manufactured in India in this period. 


1942. 


1943. 


January . 
February 
March 
April 
May 
June 
July 
August 
September 
October . 
Novefuber 
December 


(lbs.) 

20,«64,000 

18.774.000 

17.439.000 

16.993.000 

18.265.000 

18.358.000 

19.513.000 

13.848.000 

11.595.000 

12.484.000 

18.052.000 

20.066.000 


(lbs.) 

19.398.000 

16.079.000 

19.179.000 

19.150.000 

19.049.000 

19.076.000 


)>Not available. 


Noth. — Figures from July 1942 are provisional and subject to revision and are for 20s. yarn only. 


STATEMENT No. (4). 

QuetHon (ti). Ha$ any effort been made to tubttUute coir or jute yamt for cotton yams in the specification of Supply 
Department goods^ if «o, eshat are the dems and since wiMn has this been done f 


1942. 


1943. 


January/June — 

Jute Union Canvas 


July/December — 

Jute Cloth . 

„ Cordage 
„ Union Canvas 


1,655,360 lbs. 


26,461,120 lbs. 
4,379,200 lbs. 
1,955,520 lbs. 


January/ June— 

Jute Union Canvas 
» „ Cloth 

„t Cordage 
J uly/l^ember — 

Jute Union Canvas 
,. Cloth . .\ 

„ Cordage . / 


1942. 


Jute for Cordage end Webbing. 


1943. 


Figures not available as fabitoators made their own 
arrangements. 


February/AugUKt — 
Webbing . 
Cordage 

Septomber/December — 
Coir Cordagi} 

Jute Cordage 
„ Webbing . 


1,229,760 lbs. 
20,574,400 lbs. 
3,353,280 lbs. 

1,583,680 lbs. 
Not known. 


4,229,324 lbs. 
4,030,096 lbs. 

62,720 lbs. 
277,760 lbs. 
293,440 lbs. 


BILLS PASSED BY THE LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY LAID ON THE 

TABLE. 

SECRETARY of the COUNCIL : Sir, in pursuance of rule 25 of the Indian 
Legislative Rules, I lay on the table copies of the following Bills which were passed * 
by the Legislative Assembly at its meeting held on the 17th November, 1943^ 
namely : — 

A Bill further to amend the Indian Tea Control Act, 1938, and 
A Bill further to amend the Indian Companies Act, 1913. 


MOTION RE FOOD SITUATION. 

The Honourable Mb. B. R. SEN : (Nominated OflScial) : Sir, I bog to move : 

‘‘ That the food situation in India be taken into consideration.” 

Sir, India to-day is over-shadowed by a grim tragedy. Questions are naturally 
being asked why such a tragedy should have happened to a country which is so nearly 
self-suf&cient in her food requirements, why such a calamity was not anticipated by 
Qovermn^t) what Gfoveriunent are doing now to bring the situation under control. 

Sir, for the beginning of this tragedy one must go back to the days when with 
the sweeping advance of the enemy first in the Far East and then in Burma, *the sense 
of security enjoyed by the people of India for generation under the British rule re- 
ceived its first rude shock. ' 

Bengal felt the shook most being nearest* of all to the advancing enemy, having 
to receive hundreds of thousands of refugees of all classes of life in destitution and 
misery . The apprehension among the people was aggravated by the fear of an im- 
pending invasion of the Coastal districts, which necessitated military measures, 
such as, removal of excess foodgrains from the danger zone (though the quantity 
actually removed was 1^ than 40,000 tons) and of boats which are practically the 
only means of transport in the Coastol districts. Then came one of the worst cyclones 

16,000 people and nearly 100,000 heads of cattle, 
and destroyed human habitations over thousands of square miles and also one of the 
worst fungus epidemics on rewrd Which along with the cyclone destroyed over a 
million tons of BengaPs ripening crops. Expectation of imports from Burma had 
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in the past acted as a steadying factor in conditions of local s^rcity in Bengal. The 
panic created by the feeling that nothin^#* was to come from' Burma and little from 
anywhere else, in the midst of this destruction, finally tipped the balance. Frantic 
purchase followed by traders and consumers, and hoarding by cultivators, traders 
and consumers alike. The bombing of Chittagong and other areas in East Bengal 
and of Calcutta did little to allay the panic. The price of rice within a few weeks 
of the December harvest (1942) shot up to ton times the pre-war level. 

What did Government do during this time to keep the situation under con- 
trol. The Honourable Members must have seen the comprehensive statement of the 
late Food Member the Honourable Sir A. Haque on the subject, which he made during 
the last session of the Assembly. I will not recapitulate here in detail the measures 
taken by the Government of India previous to the creation of the Food Department 
ozeept to say that the representatives of Provinces attending the Price Control 
Conferences since the outbreak of War right up to the end of 1942 had consistently 
refused to have any control over the price of rice or to agree to building up of stocks 
by Provinces for fear of choking up the flow of foodnains. The Food Department 
was created in December, 1942. The first action oi the Department was to draw 
up a procurement plan to distribute the deficiencies all over India so that the surplus 
provinces may take their share of the general deficiency on an all-India basis and the 
deficit provinces may not be left to face their shortages alone. The Second Food 
Conference held in February, 1943 revealed no unanimity as to who should determine 
the quantity that should bo surrendered by a Province to deficit areas. A Basie 
Plan was drawn up on the principle that the annual requirements of each foodgrain 
of a Province should not ezeeed the lowest figure during the three years immediately 
preceding the War. By the beginning of May, the situation in Bengal assumed 
alarming proportions. There was an acute shortage of rice in the markets and it 
seemed that unless some desperate steps were taken a collapse of the civil life of the 
province was inevitable. Free tradt^ was, therefore, introduced in the whole of the 
north-cast region comprising Orissa, Bihar, Bengal and Assam. It was hoped that 
free trade would not only bring in a fiow of supplies to the deficit areas, but will also 
stabilise on a parity the price levels in the entire region. I shall not relate the events 
in detail which followed the introduction of Free Trade. It was resisted by all the 
three surplus provinces, but at any rate it saved Calcutta from a sure disaster. The 
Third Food Conference hoId> in July definitely declared against any form of free 
trade and recommended reversion to the original procurement plan, with arithmetical 
adjustments, functioning under the Government of India, but with purchasing 
organisations under the Provincial Governments. The Government of India accept- 
ed the recommendation ; though the view is still held in some quarters that so long 
as the Eastern region is not treated as one homogeneous economic block as in normal 
times, local deficiencies met normally from across the provincial borders cannot be 
rectified and normal conditions in deficit provinces as a whole cannot be restored. 
There was also opposition to the formula for calculating the requirements of a 
Province adopted in the Basic Plan. The Plan had therefore to be revised. The 
original Basic Plan had achieved the distribution of 1,240,000 tons of foodgrains in 
months. The Revised Plan was drawn up on the basis of surpluses declared by 
the Provinces and States. The surpluses declared were naturally estimated by the 
Provinces on rather a conservative bajis. The reasons were the inadequacy of 
existing procurement arrangements and the ci^utious policy which some adminis- 
trations felt bound to follow until their own domestic position had been secured 
by the building up of reserve stocks or otherwise . The Government of India accepted 
these surpluses as declared but hoped that as procurement arrangements became 
more eflTcient and as with the approach of the now harvests sufficiency in the pro- 
ducing areas became increasingly assured, there would be a progressive improvement 
on the quotas shown in the Basic Plan. At the same time the Government of India 
appointed a Committee under the Chairmanship of Mr. H. D. Vigor later replaced 
by Sir Theodore Gregory, to examine the past policy and |>resent position in India 
in relation to the supply, distribution and price of foodgrains, and to make reoommen- 
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dations both of policy, and for administration, for securing for the duration of 
the War maximuiu supply, equitable distribution and proper control of prices in 
relation to foodgrains. •• 

The Revised Basic Plan came into operation from the 1st of August. The 
Plan aimed at distribution of 1,400,000 tons of foodgrains from surplus to deficit 
areas within 8 months from August to March 1944. During 3 months of its operation 
August to October, the. deficit areas have received over lakli tons of foodgrains. 
Throughout this period we have endeavoured to remove progressively th.0 differ- 
ences between the Centre and the Provincial Governments and I am happy to state 
that we have reached a very large common measure of agreement about the impera- 
tive necessity of taking effective and speedy measures for bringing Teliof to the 
situation. The supplying administrations are increasingly realising their respon- 
sibilities and most of them have co-operated willingly with the Government of India 
in fulfilling the quota programme allotted to them. The additional surpluses which 
have since been voluntarily declared by the Provinces and States, outside the quotas 
in the Revised Basic Plan, have amounted to over 220,000 tons out of a total so far 
distributed of 772,000 ions. The principal recipients of the quantities despatched 
during the period have been Bengal 300,300 tons, Bombay 84,200 tons, Madras 
79,200 tons, Travancore/Cochin 61,600 tons and Deccan States 6,600 tons. One 
will be inclined to ask how far these distributions under the Old and Revised Basic 
Plans which already total over 2 million tons have actually helped to relieve distress 
in deficit areas. Take the case of Bengal. 

The statistical deficit in rice in Bengal this year amounted to about I *3 million 
tons. This deficit was however to some extent covered by the carry over from the 
previous year. The total quantity despatched to Bengal up to the end of October 
is 640,000 tons. This however forms only 6% of the total requirement of Bengal. 

*Thb Honourable Pandit HIRDAY NATH KUNZRU (United Provinces 
Northern : Non-Mohammadan) : Could the Honourable Member tell us to what 
extent the shortage of 1 *3 million tons in 1942-43 was compensated for by ,the carry 
over from the previous year ? 

The Honourable Mr. B. R. SEN : Sir, it is very difficult to say whab the carry 
over was but our rough estimate is about million tons. 

The Honourable PaNdit HIRDAY NATH KUNZRU : From 1941-42? 
That means that there was no actual deficit. 

The Honourable Mr. B. R. SEN : As I said, it is almost impossible to say 
what the carry over was but on the production of the previous year we feel that the 
carry over must have been very large. 

If, as it happened, the entire normal marketable surplus of the local produce 
which this year formed 87 % of the total requirement was not available for general 
consumption, a supply of 6% of the requirement frdm outside could not possibly 
make a decisive difference to the situation. The key to the problem in Bengal is, 
therefore, not so much what we can send from outsido — and even under the most 
favourable conditions we can send only limited quantities compared to the total 
production which is available within the province — but the extent to which wo are 
able to restore public confidence which has yet to recover from the shocks it has 
received, and get the marketable surplus of the local produce resume its normal 
fl'dvancing this argument, I do not however mean that the Government 
of India have any intention of relaxing their efforts in despatching supplies to the 
deficit areas but I do like to impress upon the House the necessity of the matter being 
viewed in a correct perspective. 

I shall now say a few words about Government policy with particular refer- 
ence) to the recommendations of the Committee presided over by Sir Theodore 
Gregory. 

In his speech before the Assembly during the last session the late Food Member 
Dir Azizul Huque said that the policy which the Government of India had followed 
amce the beginning of the War was to attempt to evolve a common price policy 
and to co-ordinate the necessary measures that might be taken by the Provincial 
authorities to meet the exigencies of the War situation. “ We have he said, “ to 
work under a co^titution under which the provinces function as autonomous 
umts with responsibilities of their ar eas within their own sphere and this is true as 

•Speech not corrected by tfie Honourable Member. 
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much of the ministerial province as of the Section 93 provinces. And we have no 

right to interfere in matters within the scope o^ provincial responsibilities 

(Again) the Government of India have*do administrative agency of their own and 
must necessarily depend on the Provinces and their established administrative 
machinery to carry out any common planning or programme in the food problem 
of India. They can only enforce all common measures through understanding and 
agreement with the Provinces and States ' 

Sir, wo have since then made a fundamental departure from this policy. The 
Honourable the FoodMemberSirJwala Prasad stated the new policy in those words 
. in his opening speech at the All India Food Conference last mbnth : “ Whatever ^ 
may have been the case in normal times, what goes on in each province or State in 
the matter of production, distribution and utilisation of food supply can no longer 
be regarded as the undivided concern of that Province or State in the mobili- 

zation of India’s resources the Government of India will have to take, and imple- 
• mont, decisions which may, at times, conflict with what appear to be local or sec- 
tional interests We can no longer afford either failure or the prospect of 

failure, and I, in the discharge of the duty which is mine, shall not hesitate to exercise 
whatever degree of superintendence and control at every stage may be necessary, 
or to invoke and use whatever powers are essential to ensure success Sir, 1 can 
assure the Honourable Members of the House that the Govornment of India propose 
to implement this policy. 

On the question of procurement, the Government of India intend to examine 
the possibility of establishing central foodgrains monopoly which is recognised to 
be the only completely satisfactory solution but quite impracticable at present. 
Meanwhile procurement for domestic requirements and for export must continue to 
be carried out by local Government agencies under general central supervision. 
The Government of India does not insist on uniformity but on efficiency, and re- 
serves the right to suggest improvements or, in the last resort, to issue directions. 

As to statutory price control, the view of the Government of India is that it is 
not possible to have all India statutory prices at present, but price control must be 
built up first on provincial then on regional basis until efficient distribution supported 
by imports from abroad enable Government to, regain control of stocks sufficient 
to influence the market. Meanwhile, provinces are permitted to enforce statutory 
control or ceiling prices appropriate to local conditions but subject to Central Gov- 
ernment’s approval. 

The Govemment of India also regard the introduction of full urban rationing 
as fundamental to any co-ordinated food plan. 

Seven cardinal points of our policy — 

(1) Stoppage of exports. 

(2) Maximum possible imports. 

(3) Association of public with the work of food. 

(4) Price control. 

(«5) Rationing. 

(6) Enforcement of Foodgrains Control Order. 

(7) Efficient procurepaent under the supervision of Centre. 

Sir, in the Press and in the other House it has been said that the Government of 
India have no policy. I would like to state categorically that Government have a 
policy and their policy is this : stoppage of exports, maximum possible imports, 
association of the public with the work of food, price control, rationing, enforcement 
of Foodgrains Control Order, efficient procurement under the supervision of the 
Centre. 

The Honoueable Pandit HIRDAY NATH KUNZRU : What about infla- 
tion ? „ 

The Honoubasle Mr. B. R. SEN : Inflation is a subject which J am not com- 
petent to deal with. The Honourable Member representing the Finance Depart- 
ment will, I believe, speak, if necessary. 

The Honourable Rai Bahadur SRI NARAIN MAHTHA (Bihar : Non- 
Muhammadan) : Will the Honourable Member say from what date there has been 
no export ? 
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The Hokoubable Mb. B. R. SEN : Exports of foodgrains were stopped from 
the month of July. 

The Honoubable Rai Bahadur SRJ NARAIN MAHTH'A: But you said 
that you realised the situation in May. • 

(No reply.) t 

The Honourable Mb. B. R. SEN : Sir, I have just stated the cardinal points 
about policy. 

The two other important questions on which the (Jovernment of* India 
have formulated a definite policy are exports and imports of foodgrains. We have 
accepted the recommendation of the (Committee that India must ccase^to be a net 
exporter of foodstuffs. 

The only exceptions that we shall permit in future will be the export of small 
quantities of foodgrains for provisioning ships sailing from Indian ports and for the 
use of the Indian seamen of the merchant navy, also small quantities for the use of 
vital personnel on our air lines of communications in countries adjacent to In4ia, 
and for a few isolated communities in neighbouring countries, who cannot obtain 
their essential foodgrains except from us. 

The Honourable Mb. KUMARSANKAR RAY CHAUDHURY (East Bengal : 
Non-Muhammadan) : What about global war charges and Persian supplies ? 

The Honourable Mb. B. R. SEN : That is included in “ for a few isolated 
communities in neighbouring countries who cannot obtain their essential food- 
grains except from us **, 

The Honourable Mr. KUMARSANKAR RAY CHAUDHURY : What about 
global war charges. ? 

' Some Honourable MEMBERS : What does it mean ? 

The Honourable Mr. KUMARSANKAR BAY CHAUDHURY : I do not 
myself know ? 

The Honourable Mb. B. R. SEN : I am sorry I do not know either what it 
means. 

, An Honourable MEMBER : Is it confined to ? 

The Honourable the PRESIDENT : Order, order. 

The Honourable Mr. B. R. SEN : The total quantity involved in those small 
exports will be less than 1,000 tons a month and in the import calculations this factor 
will be taken into account. 

On the question of imports, we have accepted the recommendation of the 
Committee that we must press His Majesty’s Government for imports to create a 
Central Reserve which should not be less than 500,000 tons, that this Reserve is 
absolutely necessary to enable the Centre to meet emergencies, control markets 
and restore public confidence. 

In addition we require one million tons per annum to cover the estimated loss 
of average net imports of the last five years. I may add that the supreme necessity 
of imports for fiUmg^up the gap in India’s food supply has for some time past been 
continuously pressed by us on His Majesty’s CJovernment and His Majesty’s Gpvern- 
ment have already allocated a certain amount of shipping and we have since last 
month received over 45,000 tons of wheat from overseas. We expect to receive 
far greater quantities within the next few months. 

The Honourable Mr. SUSIL KUMAR. ROY “CHOWDHURY (West Bengal : 
Non-Muhammadan) : Is it the Honourable Member’s case that taking into account 
the carry-over of last year and the imports there is no deficit but a surplus ? 

The Honourable Mr. B. R. SEN : It is not possible for any one to calculate 
the carry-over. The carry-over remains in the houses of individual people. But;, 
on the actual produce of the crop of the previous year we believe there harf been a 
carry-pver . 

The Honourable Mr. SUSIL KUMAR ROY CHOWI^HURY : Then there* 
must be a surplus to cover imports and the carry-over. 

The Honourable Mb. B. B. SEN : 1 have not said that there was a surplus. 
I simply said there was a carry-over. 
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Sir, 1 have so far dwelt largely on the food situation in Bengal. If I have 
done so it is not because Government of India are not with equal care and anxiet}^ 
watching the situation in tpther seriously deficit areas in India 
12^ Nook. such as Travancore/Cochin, Deccan States and Bombay, the 

ceded districts of Madras and the cyclone affected districts of 
Orissa and taking all possible relief measures for them. If there is any misgiving 
in any quarter on this point, I would like to dispel it. These Provinces and States 
have shown what resolute and efficient administrations can do to meet a crisis of 
this nature. Normally Bombay imported about one-fourth of her rice and wheat 
requirements. Travancore/Cochin were dependent on imports to the extent of 50 
to 60% of their rice requirements which is the principal food of the population. 
Madras was short of rice, gram and wheat by over 500,000 tons i.e. 7%. Inspite of 
these deficiencies, Bombay has kept the situation well under control and has shown 
the way in India of a satisfactory rationing scheme. Madras has not only maintain- 
ed her food position on a remarkably even keel but has also spared for Ceylon over a 
lakh tons of rice — these exports have since been stopped — and also substantial 
quantities for Mysore, Hyderabad and Travancore/Cochin. While Travancore/ 
Cochin faced with the loss of half of her normal food requirements have introduced 
rationing not only in urban but also in rural areas, have through State monopoly 
acquired practically all the marketable surplus of grain throughout their area, and 
have put down profiteering and hoarding with a heavy hand. Sir, these Provinces 
and States deserve from their countrymen the fullest recognition of their high sense 
of duty and of their efficiency and the Government of India are not going to let them 
down. 

♦The Honoubable Pandit HIRDAY NATH KUNZRU : Does this apprecia- 
tion apply to the Orissa Government also 1 

Honourable Mr. B. R. SEN : You might have noticed that I have said 
nothing about Orissa. 

Sir, what of the immediate future ? The area which naturally is causing 
the most anxiety is Bengal. On a review of the Bengal situation, H. E. the Gover- 
nor of Bengal recently indicated that if 250,000 tons of foodgrains could be delivered 
to Bengal in three months October to December, Bengal would be able to turn the 
corner. By that time the main crop will have arrived. Sir, we have already plan- 
ned for the despatch of this quantity and I am glad to be able to say that the planned 
quota for October of about 82,000 tons was actually despatched to Bengal. lnd( 3 ed, 
we have every hope that our despatches will substantially exceed the target figure 
given by H. E. the Governor of Bengal. Along with the despatch of incrcNised 
quantities of foodgrains, the Government of India have interested themselves in the 
question of improvement of transport facilities for distribution in the districts. 
The House ^is aware of the visit of H. E. the Viceroy to Bengal within a few days of 
his arrival in India and the action which followed H, E.^s visit. The House is also 
aware ol the help of H. E. the Commander-in-Chief has given and is giving in assist- 
ing the Provincial Government with experienced officers, staff and troops in the diffi- 
cult task of distribution of foodgrains from Calcutta to the districts and administra- 
tion^ of medical relief. Sir, we have in the past known the work of the Army in India 
in aid of civil power in other spheres. The kind of aid that the civil power in India 
is now^ getting from the Army , ih the midst of their urgent and pressing preoccupa- 
tions, is one which could come only from Soldiers with imagination and humanity. 
India must owe a deep debt of grdtituda to H. E. the Viceroy and H. E. the Comman- 
der-in-Chief. (Applause,) 

Sir, I am afraid I have already taken a good deal of the time of the House 
though I have not been able to deal with many important points which must bo in the 
minds of the Honourble Members. I propose to deal with them in my reply to the 
debate. ^ I must however refer to one point before I close which in my view is of para- 
mount importance. Bengal this year is going to have a record crop.** The average 
aimual requirement of rice of Bengal before the War including imports was 8*86 
million tons ; this year the total rice crop is expected to be about 10*0 million tons. 
On such a crop there should not be any scarcity in Bengal in 1944. But, as I have 
explained, the major trouble in Bengal has been not so much an intrinsic shortage of 


^Speech not corrected by the Hononreble Member. 
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fty^graing as E breakdown in public confidence. Unless and until there is a 
return of public confidence generally in Bengal — 

The Honotoabm Rai Bahadub SRI NARAIN MAHTHA : Breakdown of 
public confidence — ^in whom ? •* 

The Honoubable Mb. B. R. SEN: The situation is not likely to im- 
prove to any appreciable extent inspite of an intrinsic sufficiency of foodgrains« 
How is that confidence to be restored ? As is obvious, it is. largely a psychological 
factor— in dealing with which the public leaders of the country and tho»Preas 
can be of invaluable help to Government. Sir, as I have said, the Government of 
India have taken upon themselves their responsibility for the proper mobi- 
lisation of India’s resources and in doing so have announced their determination to 
exercise whatever degree of superintendence and control at every stage may be 
necessary or to invoke and use whatever powers are essential to ensure success. 
But such a responsibility the Government of India can hardly (^charge with any 
degree of success, unless they have in their task the fullest co-operation from the public 
and the Press. May I, Sir, through thi.s House make an earnest appeal to the 
public leaders and to the Press all over India and particularly in Bengal to give us 
their unreserved co-operation if only to save Bengal from a continuation of the 
present tragedy ? (ApptofMe.) 

The HonoubabIiE the PRESIDENT : Motion made : — 

" That the food situation in India be taken into consideration. ” 

I may, however, inform Honourable Members that I have this morning received 
notices from two Honourable Members suggesting certain amendments to this 
Motion. I will not take up the time of the Council at this stage by reading 
these amendments, but I have asked our Secretary to circulate these amendments to 
Honourable Members immediately so that they may be in possession of full informa- 
tion on the subject. 

The Honoueable Mb. P. N. SAPRU (United Provinces Southern : Non- 
Muhammadan) : What will happen to these amendments ? Will they be movc^ 
now, so that tho debate on the Motion and on the amendments may go on simul- 
taneously ? 

The Honoueable the PRESIDENT : The usual practice, when notice of an 
amendment is given in time is for the President to ask the Honourable Members 
to speak both on his amendment and on tho general 'Motion. .But in this 
as it is a very important debate, I will permit the Honourable Members, especially 
the proposers of the amendments, to saya few words on tho amendments if neces- 
sary after thay have taken part in the debate on the general Motion. 

♦The Honourable Saiyed MOHAMED PADSHAH Sahib Bahadur (Madras : 
Muhammadan) : Will those Honourable Members who have spoken on the mam 
Motion be given another opportunity to express their views on the amendments . 

The Honourable the PRESIDENT : Not all Honourable Members. Only 
the proposers of tho amendments will get a further opportunity to say a few words 
if necessary on the particular amendment being moved. 

The Honourable Saiyed MOHAMED PADSHAH Sahib Bahadur : What 
about the views of the Honourable Members who are not sponsors of the amend- 
ments ? 

The Honourable the PRESIDENT : I .am afraid you have not understood 
me. I canpot enlighten you any further. 

The Honoueable Saiyed MOHAMED PADSHAH Sahib Bahadub : Would 
it not be better if you are pleased to allow the amendments to be read just now* 

The Honoueable the PRESIDENT : The amendments have not beep seen 
by Honourable.Members. I must give them an opportunity to study the apiend- 
ments so that they may be able to discuss them properly. 

♦The Honoueable Mb. HOSSAIN IMAM (Bihw and Orissa: Muhammadan): 
May I suggest that the time for amendments may be g iven till tomorrow as was done 
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in the Assembly so that those who wish to give further amendments may do so 
tomorrow ? The amendments might be moved formally. 

The Honourable the PRESIDlftNT : Honourable Members Tiad so many 
days to make up their minds and to send me as many amendments as they liked but 
they have nob done so hitherto. I have received notice of only 2 amendments this 
morning, one by the Honourable Mr. Sapru a Ad the other jointly signed by the 
Honcv.irable Mr. Parker and the Honourable Mr. Burder. I do not wish to shut out 
any Honourable Member. If he sends in an amendment and if I see it is a very 
proper amendment, I shall certainly allow it. 

♦The JioNOURABLE Mr. HOSSAIN IMAM : I wish to suggest that the 
amendments might be formally moved without a speech and then we can discuss 
the whole subject. 

The Honourable the PRESIDENT : When the debate is concluded I shall 
decide how to allow these amendments to be moved and which amendments would 
be allowed to be moved. 

The Honourable Mr HOSSAIN IMAM : The speech and the amendment 
might go together. The amendment might then formally be read and discussions 
continued. 

The Honourable the PRESIDENT : That is what I said at the beginning. 
The usual course is for an Honourable Member to speak on the original proposition 
of the Honourable Mr. Sen as well as on the amendment. But, unfortunately, the 
amendments have been sent in too late in the day and therefore I have no other 
alternative but to adopt the course which I have suggested. 

The Honourable Sir A. P. PATRO (Nominated : Non-Official) : Sir, we have 
listened to the speech of the Honourable Member in which he has stated not only the 
policy of the Food Department but he has also very rightly defended the part which 
the Government of India played in the 

♦The Honourable Pa.ndit HIRDAY NATH KUNZRU : May I suggest. Sir, 
that the amendments of which notice has already been received should be read out . 
to the House ? 

The Honourable the PRESIDENT : If that is the wish, I will read them. 
The Honourable Mr. Sapru’s notice runs as follows : — 

** I beg to give notice that I shall move the following amendment to the motion on Food 
to be debated by the Council of State on the IBth November, 1043. Add to motion : — 

* and that having done so this Council recommends to the Covemor General in Council 
that he may be pleased to appoint an impartial commission presided over by a high 
judicial dignitary to enquire into the cause which have brought about the food crisis 
in Bengal and other parts of India and for responsibility for the present situation 
in Bengal and report in the adequacy or otherwise of the steps taken to prevent 
and relievo distress *.** 

The other amendment is the one given by the Honourable Mr Parker and the 
Honourable Mr. Burder jointly. That amendment runs thus : — 

“ That to the motion the following be added, namely i— • 

* And that this House is of opinion that at a suitable date an enquiry should take place 
to examine the whole question of the fpod shortage in India and in particular in 
Bengal. The enquiry should be conducted by a suitable body of the typo of a 
Royal Commission and its personnel should be completely outside the field of 
Indian politics. Its terms of reference should cover a full examination of the 
present food shortage and the making of recommendations to prevent the recurrence 
of the existing distress 

The Honourable Sir A. P. PA'f RO : Sir, the real position has been explained 
in detail as to the part played by the Government of India to the Bengal famine. 
The primary need is not to argue and make speeches or to cry down particular indivi- 
duflJs or organisations but to lay down broad principles and to act upon those princi- 
ples. 4f this is done, a great deal of friction in the country would be avoided. AA 
present the Bengal problem is difficult to understand to a fair mind. ^ Bengal in 1941 
and 1942 had a normal crop and in the beginning of 1943 we had a deficit of 1 million 
tons. 

The Honourable Mr. HOSSAIN IMAM : Did you have a bumper crop in 
1941-42 or 1942-43 1 ' 


^Speech not ooirec^ by the Honcarable Member. 
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The HoiTOtnBABLE the PRESIDENT : Order, order. Will you please not 
disturb the Honourable Member ? 

♦The Honourable Mr. HOSSAIN IM^M : He said there was a bumper 
<crop in 1942. 

The Honourable the PRESIDENT : You know we have got a long debate 
before us and if all these disturbatices take place we w ill not be able to make pro« 
gress. I think the Honourable Member (Sir A. P. Patro) may be allowed to have 
his own say and then, when speaking j-ourself, you might put the questions. 4 

The Honourable Mr. HOSSAIN IMAM : I w^anted to know what he meant. 
The crop is ready in December- January. 

The Honourable Sir A. ,P. PATRO : The rice harvest in 1041 ai!d 1942 w^as 
'exceptionally good. 

The Honourable Mr. HOSSAIN IMAM : December, 1942 or January, 1942 ? 
That is what I want to know from you. 

The Honourable Sir A. P. PATRO : That is a statement made by Sir John 
Anderson, ea;-Governor of Bengal. 

The Honourable Mr. HOSSAIN IMAM : When was this statement made ? 

The Honourable Sir A. P. PATRO : It was given in the House of Commons. 
So, 1941 and 1942 w^ere good years and at all times there w ill be a deficit of about 4 
per cent., not more than that. At the beginning of this year there was a deficit of 
1 million tons and this has been flowing into Bengal for the purpose of relieving the 
•distress that has been prevailing there. The Bengal deficit is 14 per cent, of the 
total production of the Province and much more than a million ton has already been 
imported into Bengal. Why then the poor in the towns and villages have been 
subjected to starvation and death and wlij^ thousands of them are dying is a problem. 
What became of the food that was imported ? Therefore, the question is not so 
much what is done. The administrative difficulties have been in the way. Princi- 
ples which are consistent and whi($h would co-ordinate the whole country mufet liave 
been taken into account. It should be remembered that the whole province of 
Bengal is not . affected by famine. Only the district of Midnapore and the neigh- 
bouring districts are badly affected.. And what is the reason for making so much 
noise about Bengal famine when only these two districts are affected ? Other parts 
of India have suffered as badly as these two districts. The same distress prevails 
in the province of Orissa which was visited by my friend Mr. Kunzni. As the 
Honourable the Mover has pointed out, Bengal, Orissa and parts of South India 
have been affected. The reason why much is made of Bengal is that tw^o bulls are 
fighting and the calf has become unsafe. Tw o parties are fighting for power and the 
result is that the people starve and die- One party — I would not say which party — 
one party does propaganda by saying that the particular party should not be support- 
ed, that ryots should not sell paddy, the Marwari merchants should not release 
their hoards and all things should be done in such a way as to obstruct the party. 
Famine condition of the people is made a sport of the parties. This is the result of 
party politics. Knowing this condition of things that parties are fighting for pow[er, 
Mr. Arthur Moore held out the olive branch leaf and said that leaders of Bengal ought 
to take into consideration the lives of the people and they must all unite together in 
the cause of mitigation and alleviation of the famine conditions. This has not been 
done in spite of his appeal and the result is worse. When the present League Ministry 
appointed Mr.Isphani for the purpose of purchasing and securing prices, what happen- 
ed. At once the Marwari Chamber, the Hindu Chamber, sent in protests and they did 
not co-operate with him and ultimately Mr. Isphani had to yield and the w^hole aus 
crop was cornered by them and it still remains in their hands. Therefore any admin- 
istrator’s work in this area has become very difficult. Relief measures have been 
started and under the screen of relief measures propaganda is carried on by very 
eminent persons, by the leaders of the party and they have been advising and i^alling 
upon cultivator^ not to sell to Government agents, 

The Honourable the PRESIDENT : Don’t read from a newspaper, but you 
can use the substance in your speech. 

The Honourable Sir A. P. PATRO : They say Government is buying this 
paddy in order to send it to the Middle East and to deprive food to the people of 
this country. Then what happens. The Forward Bloc people are employed in 

M l M — rf , „ 

^Speech not corrected by the Honourable Member. 
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large numbers to run the kitchens and they come into close contact with the people — 
they instigate and say that the Govemtuent is taking away food from Bengal and 
sending it to other countries — this is the fifth column — that Bose is coming with 
Burma rice to save them. This is the kind of propaganda that is being carried on 
by one party. In such circumstances people arc scared away and people do not 
release the stock that they have got. In these circumstances the Provincial Gov- 
ernment has found itself inefficient and incapable of managing their affairs and 
hence military has come to their aid. Immense help has been rendered by the mili- 
tary within^the last fortnight, as the interview of His Excellency the Commander-in- 
Chief shows*. As soon as food reaches Bengal they take it and distribute.. Difficulty 
lies in the distribution. The military take the wagon and give it in charge of the 
Thana people and the Thana agency give it to the villagers ; depots are opened close 
to the villages from where the villagers can buy food very easily and it is given free 
in deserving cases. The military have also sacrificed very much. It is said that 
the food was taken away to feed the military. On the other hand, the military have 
sacrificed their rations. Rice is not given to Europeans and Indians and atta is 
substituted, and in addition 50,000 of these people are supported by the army. So 
it is untrue to say that the military are the p^'ople w ho are responsible for this famine. 
It is necessarj’’ for us to remember what the military have been doing to help the 
civil administration in Bengal. The thing can be done in Bengal by proper adjust- 
ment of distribution. Labourers and peasants have been lured to Calcutta under 
false pretence in order to create confusion in Calcutta ; now they are under proper 
guidance and they are being repatriated to their villages. Now there will be the 
aman crop, a crop of ten million tons and they will be going in and will have the 
inducement to get food. Therefore they should not gamble with the lives and safety 
of the people, and the public must also remember that it is their duty, as well as the 
duty of any Government to help the people. They forget that and instead of it they 
think that it is only the Government that should do the thing and nqt the people 
themselves nor their leaders. 

Now the proximity of Bengal to the war zone really makes it very difficult for 
the people to get on, but what should be done we have got in the recommendations 
of the Gregory Report. These recommendations are sueh that they will certainly 
rehabilitate any Province that has been affected because they establish co-ordination 
first without affecting the constitutional principle and that is a very^ great thing to 
help the people. The rise in the food prices docs not measure the absolute decline 
in the voluipe available of supplies since it is a long established fact that food prices 
rise disproportionately to decline. Imports of foodgrains act as a sort of safety valve. 
Now this importation can only be made in a limited quantity. Is it possible for 
people to have the full quantity required for their purposes and after all the absence 
of the imports reacts adversely on the food situation as a whole ? Bengal suffered 
from this. GoVerriment made no attempt to import foodstuffs in proper time. When 
they had the w^arning of cyclone of 1942 they should have taken steps to reserve 
foodgrains. In actual practice what happened was that they were very callous. I 
do not say what Ministry, but the Bengal Government was very callous to the situa- 
tion and therefore it did not ask for help of the Government of India and when it 
applied to the Government of India it was too late. Government made every effort 
possible to help thefn in the matter of importing of foodstuffs. 

♦The Honourable Mr. HOSSi^IN IMAM : When was this application for 
help made ? 

The Honourable Sir A. P. PATRO : You had better refer to the newspapers 
yourself. 

The Honourable Mr. HOSSAIN IMAM : Was it before March or after 
March ? 

The Honourable Sir A. P. PATRO : You w\ant to know' whether it was the 
League Ministry or wdiether it w'as the other Ministr}^ ? 

The Honourable Mr. HOSSAIN IMAM : It is a material fact. 

The Honourable Sir A. P. PATRO : I do not want to pursue the matter 
whether it was the League or the other Ministry. So far as the League Ministry is 
concerned w'hat became of the 470,0QP tons of foodstuffs imported under it ? It has 

*Speech not corrected hy the Honourable Member. 
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disappeared ; it did not go to any shop or anywhere else for distribution to the public. 
Whether it be the League Ministry or any other Ministry they are all in the hands of 
politicians. One Ministry is led by Marwaj4 Chamber and other Indian Chambers 
of Commerce. Another Ministry is led by other persons. So while these two are 
fighting people are dying. 

The Honourable Mr. P. N. SAPRU : And your grievances are not redressed. 

The Honourable the PRESIDENT : Will you please proceed and tilke no 
notice of these interruptions ? 

The Honourable Sir A. P. PATRO : From November, 3,000 tons were dis- . 
tributed daily from Calcutta to the districts. The Army is feeling its own respon- 
sibility in helping the civil authorities, but the civil authorities have no scheme to 
create a store for eacli group of villages and towns which would supply grains at 
reasonably rates. Confidence is to be restored. The Honourable the Mover has 
referred to the restoration of confidence. That is very essential. Now on the one 
side wo have j^ropaganda against Government and also propaganda not to sell any- 
thing to the Government and on the other side tlie oonfideJice is to be restored. We 
have got the military helping and taking food to the very doors of the people. This 
must necessarily restore confidence because they physically dcnionstTate that the 
food is there. Food is made available and therefore it is not a question of it not 
being available ; it is given to them. Therefore the Government must take care of 
the stockists, the hoarders and the middlemen. 

Then the Grow More Food campaign will increase production of food. Now 
what is done in China. In China in such famine conditions 1/1 6th of the produce is 
taken as tax in kind by the Government and is stored in each Province, in each 
district, where famine prevails. As a result people have confidence in their adminis- 
tration and the famine is also tidied over. Similarly, some such measure should be 
adopted here also. For instance, the aman crop which is coming in will yield about 
10 million tons, and a portion of it should be kept as a grain reserve. Such a reserve 
would be of immense value to the people, because it will create confidence in the 
producer that the grain is kept in his own country, in his own district. Also it will 
help Government to distribute the grain wherever necessary and wherever desirable. 
Therefore, grain reserve is a thing which should be undertaken. 

As regards control of prices, it is a very difficult question. Control of prices 
without ensuring supplies is meaningless. How can you control a thing without 
having supplies of it in hand ? I’he controlled price is quite different from the 
market price. For instance, my Honourable friend referred to the case of potatoes. 
Government have fixed a certain price for this commodity, and they sell according 
to that price. But the middleman comes in and asks for a lower price. He in turn 
sells it to others at a fabulous price — five or six times the controlled rate. There- 
fore, the ryot who has spent Rs. 5 per acre on growing potatoes does not get that 
much. In such cases it is very difficult for the ryot to be able to grow more food. 

The harvesting of the ainan crop is approaching, and this is just the time when 
necessary steps should be taken by the Government to conserve a sufficient quantity 
so as to bo free from all the troubles. As soon as it is brought to the market, before 
it is taken hold of by the middleman, by the Marwari, it should be taken over by the 
Government. 

• 

It is gratifying to see that the great exodus from Calcutta is being helped by 
Government, and that able-bodied destitutes in that City have left it, and that it 
is returning to normal state. Several thousand destitutes have been collected with 
the aid of the military and volunteers and have been sent back to their homes. 

» 

Sir, ten million tons of crop is a great temptation for Government to work on, 
instead of merely depending on imports. The steps taken by the Government will 
enable the destitutes to reach their villages and take advantage of the supplies made 
available by Government. So the situation in Calcutta is gradually easing and the 
people are satisfied with the military administration which is assisting the civil auth* 
Critics. It is the duty of the Government of Bengal now, as the harvest is coming in, 
to get hold of it and control it and manage it for the benefit of the people. They 
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should not allow it to be done by agents jwrho are unscrupulous, as has been shown by 
Isphani incident. Such an agency, a#' has been shown, is altogether futile and 
harmful. Government should have more reliable persons and shomd be able to get 
the best out of them, and then the situation will be eased. ' 

/Thb Honoubable Sabdab Bahauub SOBHA SINGH (Nominated Non-^ 
OflBcidl) : Sir, in the regrettable episode of the Bengal famine, now happily being 
cleared up under the energetic direction of H. E. the Viceroy, there are some amazing 
perplexities for which it is hard to find aii intelligible answer. The food policy of the 
country ha4 been the subject of so many conferences that one has almost lost track 
of them. Six Price Control and four Food Conferences have met periodically and 
the net practical result of their labours would appear to be nil, thus justif 3 nng a 
diarist’s definition of a Conference as a group of men who individually can do nothing 
but as a group can meet and decide that nothing can be done. We have had com- 
mittees and experts without number who have drawn mathematically precise lines 
from unwarranted assumptions to foregone conclusions and who have given admirable 
expose of the complexities of the problem and the reasons for past failure. In its 
brief career the Food Department has been toying with experiments, the solution 
being tho result that we witness today. The Government of India Act 1935 and the 
scheme of provincial autonomy, offer admirable excuses, advantage of which has 
been fully taken, for the Government of India pleading powerlessness in the matter 
as it is primarily the concern of provincial governments. The most outstanding 
feature, however, is that the Bengal Government, although on the spot, failed to see 
the shadows of the approaching famine and maintained until a recent date that the 
rice position in Bengal was satisfactory. It only shows how absorbing the game of 
politics can be to the participants in it, that having eyes they see nothing else. It is 
an unpleasant business to disinter an episode which is best buried. 

That a province so fertile and with its fields so enriched and irrigated by the 
Gangetic Delta and traditionally the home of the rice crop should have failed to 
produce enough rice to feed her people is apparently incomprehensible. The explana- 
tion perhaps is to be found in the diversion of large tracts from a food to a cash crop, 
the jute. I would suggest that to prevent a recurrence of the present unhappy famine 
conditions, the greater part of the land under jaate cultivation should switch over to 
the rice crop. Other Provinces, notably the United Provinces and the Punjab, can 
help Bengal to tide over her calamity. There are vast cultivable areas in both these 
Provinces suitable for rice and other food crops and in bringing those tracts under 
the plough they would create more employment and would provide more income for 
their pwn under-employed and poor peasants and at the same time increase the food 
resources of the country*. 

As one of those who welcomes the energetic measures set in motion by His 
Excellency the Viceroy in employing military agency^ to relieve the distrc^ in Bengal 
and as one who acknowledges the good work that that agency is rendering. I have 
some suggestions to make. 

Firstly, in view of the awe with which illiterate villagers regard the uniformed 
forces and of the apprehension which may be created in the minds of the destitutes 
by the employment of the military, it is essential that to reassure them Government’s 
policy in this matter should be formulated and broadcast.' The decision to resettle 
migratory destitutes, now crowding Calcutta and other centres, in their native villages 
and induce them to pursue their former avocations is a wise one. Opening camps for 
these destitutes is at best only a temporary solution. 

Secondly, with tho approach of winter. Government should satisfy themselves 
that before the destitutes are resettled, they are provided with adequate clothing and 
that* they will continue to receive food rations. Thirdly in tending the destitute 
starving medical facilities should be made available to ensure that feeding them does 
not react unfavourably and sanitary services should be provided to avoid epidemics 
breaking out. I have no doubt that Government wilj see the wisdom of announcing 
their poUcy in these matters to reassure the public and the destitute population which 
is affected. 

The extent to which transport shortage has hindered relief measures has been 
generally recognised although not rexpedied yet. We are deeply appreciative of the 
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strenous efforts made by Sir Edward Benthairs Department to mobilise railway 
resources, in their present preoccupations with military traffic, in moving food to 
Bengal but the vital fact to be recognised is that railways by themselves are not 
adequate to serve the entire transport needs of the country. We hear the slogan 
‘‘ Grow more Food ” which I heartily echo but there is a counterpart to it which I 
think it is essential to bear in mind and I would say “ Grow more Food ”, and to 
move it, make more roads. Road transport has been severely attentated with war- 
time conditions. It has been found in Bengal that food cannot easily be transported 
to the interior owing to lack of communications and transport. In the poSt-war 
era, road communications must play their ifnportant role of providing channels for 
moving traffic, of providing traffic for the railways and of opening up land-locked 
rural areas and I would therefore suggest that schemes of road development be 
undertaken now. The lesson which the Bengal famine has taught us of the need for 
close liaison between the Food Department and the Transport Department is one 
which has greater force in normal peacetime. 

The Bengal famine and the events and policies connected there with expose, to 
my mind, the constitutional defects inherent in the Government of India Act. 1935. 
Provincial autonomy was hailed at the time as a constitutional advance by interested 
politicians who forgot that the unity of the country was being batered and sacrificed 
for political opportunities for the few. By bec oming autonomous units provincial 
governments have become self-sufficient and insular in their outlook, regardless of 
the good of the country. The Central Governrnonti pathetically looks on, appeals, 
cajoles and at times holds impotent threats of withdrawing subventions and sub- 
sidies, but the provinces stand on their bond and charter. Ik^fore the decentrtilisa- 
tion of the administration, partially in 1919 and completely in 1937, such a thing as 
famine could hardly have happened. I recognise that this is rather a cry in the wilder- 
ness but I hope that with greater appreciation of the disunity and separatism which 
the so-called constitutional advance has led to, there will be a clamour for a unitary 
government, strong in the centre, administering for the good and in the best interests 
of the country as a whole. 

The Honoxjbable the PRESIDENT : I think I will adjourn the House at 
this stage till 2-30 p.m. when I will call upon the Honourable Pandit Kunzru to speak. 

The Council then adjourned for Lunch till Half Past Two of the Clock. 

The Council re-assembled after Lunch at Half past Two of the Clock, the Hon- 
ourable the President in the chair. 


The Honourable Pandit HIRDAY NATH KUNZRU: Mr. President, 
it was a very interesting speech which Mr. Sen, who represents the Food 
Department in this House, delivered this morning. I doubt. Sir, whether a 
Speech as frank and as clear as his had ever been delivered in this House 
before (Applaud^), He did something to clear up the doubts that had arisen 
in our minds owing to the conflicting statements made by the Government 
of India and several Provincial Governments. These statements puzzled 
us and we never knew which statement we should accept. We did our best by means 
of questions to obtain information which would enable us to know the position 
accurately. Nevertheless there remained much on which we would have liked Gov- 
ernment to throw some light. Mr. Sen has partly discharged that duty this morn- 
ing. Yet I feel that Government should have enabled us to have fuller 
information at our disposal before this debate began. They realised the need for 
a connected account of the whole position for the information of the members of the 
Central Legislature. They had it prepared and circulated to members of the 
Legislative Assembly. But for some reason which I cannot understand itjbasnot 
been distribute^ among members of this House. To the best of my information 
it was distributed in the Assembly the day the food debate began 

The Honourable Mr. B. R. SEN : That is quite correct. I owe an apology 
to this House that this mistake was committed. , 

The Honourable the PRESIDENT : I think it is not right for Government 
to treat this House which is the Supreme Council in India differently from the Legis- 
ative ^sembly. (Aj^lause), , 
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The Honourable Pandit HIRDAY NATH KUNZRU : I came accidentally 
to know last evening that a statement on the food position in the whole country 
had been supplied to the members of the Legislative Assembly by the Govern- 
ment of India and was able to obtain it tlhrough the courtesy of a member of the 
Assembly, But it is unfair to this House, as you, Sir, have already said, that the 
Government should have ignored it in such an important matter. 

Sir, my Honourable friend Mr. Sen in his speech dwelt largely on the situation 
in Bengal. I make no complaint about it, because no one who speaks on the food 
situation in this country can help bringing the sufferings of Bengal prominently to the 
notice of the public and the Government. Never in living memory has any part of 
the country been faced with a disaster of the magnitude which has befallen Bengal. 
Had I not visited some of the more seriously affected districts, I would have regarded 
the harrowing accounts of the distress in Bengal as incredible. But I have seen, 
Sir, with my own eyes things which neither my tongue nor my pen can adequately 
describe. I have seen crowds of starving men and women piteously begging for 
food ; I have seen children exhausted for want of nourishment laying themselves 
down on the ground and expiring in a few minutes; I have seen hospitals full of 
distitutes and in the most insanitary condition ; I have seen hundreds and 
thousands of patients whom death seemed to have marked out as its own. 
Generally, Sir, readers of newspapers come across statements of the deaths 
that have occurred in hospitals and the number of patients discharged from them. 
Only those who have seen these hospitals or seen the plight of Bengal, with 
their own eyes can understand what the fate of the discharged patients will be. 
Death stalks the land. My Honourable friend the Home Secretary said in the course 
of a debate in August last that Dr. Shyama Prasad Mookerjee had been guilty of 
‘ overdramatizing the situation.* I doubt whether anybody would have the 
temerity to make a similitr statement today. The situation in Bengal is so serious 
that I do not think it can be exaggerated. Nobody need have any temptation to go 
beyond the facts because the facts are so telling that no exaggeration could serve his 
purpose better than a bare statement of what is actually happening. 

Sir, I thought of dealing with the situation in Bengal before referring to other 
parts of India, but the problem of Bengal is so vast and requires so prompt and com- 
prehensive a treatment that if I were to take up the question of the restoration of 
normal conditions in Bengal I would have hkrdly any time to refer to the other parts 
of the country which are also suffering from serious distress. I shall, therefore. Sir, 
refer briefly to the other parts of India before I deal with the situation in Bengal. 

The Honourable Mr. Sen told us this morning that Government were fully aware 
that not merely Bengal but the Ceded Districts, the Malabar District — ^perhaps he 
did not mention the Malabar District — Cochin Travancore and Orissa were also 
suffering acutely and that Government were taking steps to send foodgrains to some 
of these areas. Sir, the accounts that have appeared of the famine in Bengal 
have been of such a character as to overshadow the distress in other parts of 
India. It is necessary Sir, therefore, for me to draw the attention of the House to 
their sufferings, particulary those of Travancore and Cochin. That they have been 
hard hit by the shortage of foodgrains is admitted on all hands, but it is not 
realised that notwithstanding the utmost efforts of the administrations of these 
States to utilise the food grown locally and the foodgrains sent by the Government of 
India to the best of their capacity they have been unable to provide for a per capita 
ration which would be enough to sustain the people in good health. It was Sir 
Frederick James, I believe , Sir, who drew the attention of the Assembly to the fact 
that in spite of the rationing resorted to by both the States the daily ration per head 
amounted only to 7^ ounces. I gather, however, from the papers circulated by the 
Govemmentof India to the Members of the Assembly that during the last three 
months Cochin had been compelled to reduce the full rice ration of 1 J lbs. per head 
for three days in a week and give other grains on the other days of the week, but 
even this statement does not bring -out, the deficiency of the ration that is 
distributed in Cochin and Travancore. It is therefore obvious, Sir, that these areas 
deserve much more attention at the htods of the Government of India than^they 
have so far received. 

I have very little to say about Malabar and the Ceded Districts. The situation 
in Malabar has come to be known recently. The number of people who have 
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died there on account of cholera alone has exceeded 30,000 and it is believed that this 
cholera epidemic has been largely due to malnutrition. As regards the Ceded 
Districts, I understand that the acuteness of the distress there is over and T hope that 
the measures taken by Government as wel^tis the next rice crop will enable the 
people soon to see better days. 

The case of Orissa, however, Sir, requires much more attention than it has re- 
ceived either at the hands of Government or of the public. We have been told 
several times in this House that Orissa is a surplus province. Wo therefore 
treated the complaints of the people of Orissa as exaggerations indulged in bj^ local 
patriots in order to keep as large a quantity of grains as possible in their province 
for the use of the Oriyas, but my eyes were opened, Sir, when I visited Orissa recently. 
I lound that in that part of the Balasore District, which was hit by the cyclone 
last year and by the floods this year, and in the affected parts of the Ganjam 
District, the distress was as serious as in some of the Bengal districts seen by me. 
I was told that deaths had occurred in both these* districts which had not been 
allowed to be reported in the newspapers by the Government. The control over 
the publication of the news has been exercised so strictly that the people of the 
country were unable for a long time to become aware of the true state of things in 
Orissa. It is now known, however, that deaths are occurring there but even if no 
deaths were occurring there it would be the duty both of the public and of the 
Government to help the famine stricken parts of the Orissa districts in ordei* to 
save the lives of lakhs of people. Surely it is not when the peo]>le of a province begin 
“to die that that province should expect to receive our sympathy. If we want that 
•our help should really be of some use we ought to give it when there is a fair 
chance of saving the lives of those to whom it is given. 

Orissa, Sir, as I have already said, has been regarded as a surplus province* 
It is true that if you look at the trade figures, that is, the figures relating to exports 
from Orissa by rail and river, you will find, taking the figures from 1937-38 onwards 
which wore supplied to the House in reply to a question of mine by Mr. Sen the other 
day, that the average exports came to about 170,000 tons. This will, roughly 
speakiug, mean about 50 lakhs of maunds. But this quantity included the exports 
from some of the Orissa States. Lot us suppose that these States account for not 
more than 30 per cent, of the total exports. This shows that the exports from the pro- 
vince of Orissa amounted to about 35 lakhs of maunds. I asked Government what 
had been the total export of rice from Orissa sinci» December, 1942 up to the present 
time. I asked this question not because the financial year begins in December, but 
because the crops in several parts of 0|:issa were severely damaged by the cyclone 
last year, and I was anxious to know the total quantity of rice exported from Orissa 
after the calamity that befell it last year. I was informed by Mr. Son that the total 
exports amounted to 126,000 tons, Or about 34 lakhs of maunds and this quantity 
was exported from the province of Orissa only. This shows. Sir, that, notwithstand- 
ing the damage done to crops last year and this year, the same amount of rice has 
been exported from Orissa as used to be* exported normally. 

If the quantity of rice available for the relief of the famine-stricken areas had 
been sufficient, one Avould have admired the patriotism of the Government of Orissa 
in sending out a large quantity of rice for the relief of other parts of India. But the 
fact is that for a long time the free kitchens and the dole centres did not function 
efficiently. Even when I was in Orissa towards the end of October and when the 
officials said that they had sufficient rice to keep every free kitchen going and to 
supply the full rivtion in ^accordance with the scale sanctioned by Govermnent, I 
received complaints from several centres in the Balasore district of inadequate sup- 
plies of rice and its irregular distribution. 

Sir, I know that this subject has been made controversial by the Orissa officials. 

I shall therefore quote a few lines from a statement issued on behalf of the jOrissa 
Merchants* Relyf Committee in September last. I quote a few lines from this state- 
ment because the Maharaja of Paralakimidi, who is the Prime Minister of Orissa, is 
the President of this Committee. Appealing on behalf of this Committee, he said : — 

“ Tho general food situation of the province has already become alarming.** 

He further said, referring to the situation in the Ganjam district : — 

“ It has been reported that there have been about 330 deaths in Ganjam since tho middle 
.of May due to food shortage.” 
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Then, comparing Bengal and Orissa, he said : — 

“ We are getting daily reports from Bengal in papers of the deaths of people due to mal- 
nutrition and starvation. In Caloutta they*are being admitted ^ several hospitals as a safe- 
guard. But there is no publicity here in Orissa, and people are dying unnoticed and the condi- 
tion of the people is practically a sealed book.** 

Sir, this statement made by the Maharaja of Paralakimidi shows that, whatever the 
Ministers may choose to say now, the situation in the province was serious and that it 
requites the utmost attention both of the local Government and of the Government 
of India. If the facts relating to Orissa ha^e never come to be known by the public 
outside, it is the fault of the Maharaja of Paralakimidi’s own Government. The 
remedy lieS in his own hands. If he were to make the public more fully aware- of 
what is happening in Orissa, I have no doubt whatsoever that Orissa would receive 
much more help from outside than it has done so far. 

Sir, I have dwelt on these facts so long in order to convince the Gc vernment of 
India that Orissa, which suffered last year on account of the cyclone and has suffered 
this year from floods in certain districts, requires special treatment at their hands. 
Orissa has always been a province with a ramshackle economy, and the export of 
foodgrains from Orissa merely meant that thousands and hundreds of thousands 
of people there did not know what it was to have a full meal from one end of the 
year to the other. I suggest, therefore, that the Govermnent of India should look 
into the figures of ex])oit again, take the needs of Orissa sympathetically into con- 
sideration, adopt measures for the restoration of normal conditions there, and make 
the people feel that they would not be allowed to suffer because for no fault 
of their own they cannot make their voice heard outside their own province. I lay 
emphasis on this because the damage done to the crops since October last cannot 
be less than 30 lakhs of maunds of rice. This means, Sir, that the calamity that 
befell Orissa wiped out the exportable surj^lus. Yet exports, which are completely 
under Government control, are continuing up to the present day. ^ 

Now, I 'Shall pass on to Bengal, which deserves our attention in a special degree.. 
I have already said in a general way what my experience was when I went to some 
districts in Bengal. In spite, however, of the great distress prevailing there, we were 
told by the Governor, in a broadcast in October last, that in Midnapore — which is one 
of the worst sufferers from the famine — the free kitchens were being taken advantage 
of mostly by professiotial beggars. This shows, Sir, the extent of the misunderstand- 
ing that still persists in the minds of the Bengal officials— (An Honourable Member 
“ Permanent oflicials ”)— with regard to the magnitude of the calamity which Bengal 
is facing. The whole blame for the present> situation is sought to be thrown oa 
Mr. Fazlul Huq. I hold no brief for Mr. Fazlul Huq and if he made any statement 
contrary to the facts, he must bear the responsibility for it. But the sooner we realise* 
the better that both the Fazlul Huq and Nazimuddin Ministries failed for a long time 
to realise that Bengal was faced with an unprecedented situation. My Honourable 
friend Mr. Sen said this morning that it came to be known by the beginning of May 
that the position was very serious and that unless adequate measures were taken 
to copo with it, there would be an inevitable collapse of civil life in the province. 
Yet, Sir, on the 8th May, Mr. Shuhrawardy said there was sufficient food 
for file people of Bengal and on the 30th May he again Said that he did not wish to say 
that there was not enough rice in B^ongal or thab enough rice would not be coming 
from outside. Further, in July, referring to the food drive, he said : — 

“Wo had to deal with two major factors, one panic brought about by insistence on 
shortages and the other, greed brought abcAit by a speculative rise in prices.** 

It is clear. Sir, that up to July the Ministers, according to their public statements, 
were under the impression that there was no serious famine in Bengal and that its 

severity existed only in the imagination of its political opponents 

♦'fHB Honourable Mb. HOSSAIN IMAM : May I just say. Sir, that the 
Prime Minister of Bengal has publicly stated in Delhi that these statements were 
made by the Ministry under a specific order from the Food Departmeht ? 

The Honourable Pandit HIRDAY NATH KUNZRU : I have no knowledge 
about it. But it is obvious, then, that the Fazlul Huq Ministry must have had to 
yield as much to the orders of the Governor as the Nazimudffin Ministry had tn. 
Butuptillreoentlythe whole blame was sought to be thrown on the previous Ministry 


* Speech not corrected ^y the Honourable Member. 




MOTIONS RE FOOD SITUATION IDT 

and so long as this game continues, the case of Bengal will never receive the attention 
that it ^deserves either at the hands of the Governmeiit of India or of the Local 
Grovernment itself. It is obvious, Sir, that neither Mr. Fazlid Huq nor Mr. Suhra- 
wardy could have made these statements <in his own responsibility-- 

The Honourable Mr. SUSIL KUMAR ROY CHOWDHURY : Sir Azizul 
Huq made the statement in May last in Kishengarh that there is no food shortage. 

*The Honourable Pandit HIRDAY NATH KUNZRU : I am not aware of 
that statement. However, these Ministries could not have made the statements which 
they did on their own responsibility. They must have done so on the assurance^)! the 
permanent officials that statistically there was no famine in Bengal. Statistics suffici- 
ency did not enable the people of Bengal to get the food they required but for months 
and months those statistics were treat^ as if they were substitutes for fdod. Apart 
from this, steps were taken in Bengal just as they were taken in Orissa to prevent 
the news relating to the severity of the famine from reaching England and America. 
The “ Civil and Military Gazette ” of Lahore wrote as follows in this connection^ 
in the second week of September : — 

“ The fact is that foreign newspaper correspondents in India are not permitted 
to cable abroad even the bare facts of deaths and hospital admissions duo to starva- 
tion issued in Calcutta by the Director of Information to the Bengal Government. 
Some account of the prevailing distress is permitted to be cabled provided the bare,, 
horrible facts are toned down by descriptions of Government measures to alleviate 
the distress,— measures which are so often mere good intentions. Correspondents must 
not tell the British and American public the blunt facts of the situation.*’ Both the 
public men of Bengal and the newspaper correspondents who did their best to in- 
form the outside public of the disastrous situation prevailing in Bengal were regarded 
as alarmists. They were even accused of making the administration of famine relief 
more difficult. Yet, I think that no one has rendered greater service to 
Bengal than those people who left no stone unturned in spite of the obstructionist 
attitude adopted by the authorities to enable India and the world outside to know the 
seriousness of the situation they had to deal with. The authorities who prevented 
foreign newspaper correspondents from sending correct news about the situation in 
Bengal have done the Province a very serious injustice. I say this because practical- 
ly within a week of the truth coming to be known by the British public, there was sort^ 
of commmotion throughout the United Kingdom and so strong was the pressure put 
on the Secretary of State for India both by Members of Parliament and the British 
public that he had to abandon his previous attitude of complacency and to admit 
that positive steps must be taken promptly in order to relieve the sufferings of the 
starving people of Bengal. Had the truth been allowed to be known, earlier 
I have no doubt whatsoever that the situation would not have deteriorated to the 
extent to which it has. I do not know who was the authority responsible for the 
control of the news relating to the famine in Bengal. But whether it was the Go^ 
vernment of India or the Local Government, it did a very serious injustice to Bengal, 
by preventing the true facts from becoming known. 

Sir, I have so far dealt with the causes which have been responsible for th® 
present situation in Bengal, a situation which has become so difficult that neither th^ 
Government of India nor the Local Government know now how to deal with it proper- 
ly. I should, however, refer to one other matter in this connection before I deal with 
other matters which are of more importance at the present time than the causes 
which have brought about the existing distress. The question to which I wish to 
refer is that of the deaths occurring from starvirtion in Bengal. Mr. Amery informed 
the House of Commons about the middle of October that according to his in- 
formation only about a thousand people were dying weekly in Bengal on account 
of starvation. I do not know who was responsible for misinforming the Secretary of 
State. But the statement yas so completely wrong that one wonders how any res- 
ponsible official could make it. I can only understand it on the suppositidh that 
Mr. Amery who^ad throughouJ minimised the extent of the distress in India wanted 
to prevent a full knowledge of the severity of the disaster from reaching the people in 
England. On no other assumption can I understand the statement made by him in the' 
House of Commons. As a matter of fact, however, the mortality is tremendously higher 
than has been admitted yet by any official. It is clear from the figures published the 
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other day that half of Bengal is seriously affected. There are about 90,000 villages 
in Bengal. Supposing that one death occurs weekly from starvation in each of the 
45,000 seriously affected villages, it if^clear that on a conservative estimate the 
number of weekly deaths could not be less than 50,000. In view, however, of the 
mounting death roll not merely in Calcutta but in many districts in Bengal, I fear 
that the weekly death rate is much higher. I will give only one instance of the 
appalling rate at which mortality is increasing. In Cliandpur whicli is a part of the 
TippeTah district it was reported the other day that there had been 207 deaths in a 
week. Chandpur isasmall town of 20,000 to 25,000. Obviously the people wlio died 
could not aU have belonged to that small town. Many of them must have come from 
outside. But the total number of deatlis that have occurred there owing to starvation 
among people who drifted there from the rural areas in search of fdod shows how the 
severity of the famine has increased even during the last few weeks. It seems to me 
after looking at such facts as are published in abundance in the newspapers that the 
weekly death roll would be nearer 1 lakh than 50,000 at the present moment. Winter 
is fast approaching. The people who have already btion weakened by want of food 
will be unable to stand the exposure to cold and will die in very large numbers unless 
something (^an be done to provide them with warm clothing. It seems to me very 
difficult, however, for the Government of India to take adequate measures at this 
stage to supply the people of Bengal with the warm clothing that they need at the 
present time. I shall not therefore be surprised. Sir, if the death-rate goes up further. 
The aman crop certainly promises to be excellent. We all hope that it will greatly 
mitigate the distress which Bengal is suffering from. But according to official esti- 
mates the arnan crop will not be fully available to the public before the 15th January. 
We have thus two months before us in which the people will continue to suffer in a 
greater degree than they have done in the past. 

*THJfi Honoukable Mr. HOSSAIN IMAM : What about the aus crop ? 

♦The Honourable Pandit HIRDAY NATH KUNZRU : My Honourable 
friend Mr. Hossain Imam asks me about the aus crop. The aus crop is believed to 
have yielded 1 million 800,000 tons of rice, but the aus crop has never been regarded 
in Bengal as a commercial crop. If therefore only a very small part of it was sold, 
we need not be surprised. But whatever the situation in respect of the aus crop 
may have been, there can be no denying the fact that the people who are suffering 
at present fropi the pangs of hunger and are dying in large numbers because of their 
inability to get their accustomed nourishment are not guilty of hoarding. 

The Honourable Mr. HOSSAIN IMAM : Twenty per cent, of the produc- 
tion, . • 

The Honourable Pandit HIRDAY NATH KUNZRU : Had they had any 
grain with them they would not have parted wdth their lands and their houses and 
their household utensils, I made enquiries at many of the free food kitchens 
visited by me in Bengal and I was invariably, told that about three-fourths of 
the people fed in these kitchens were either petty cultivators or landless labvjuroj-s 
w ho having parted with everything that they had in this world, oven with their house- 
hold utensils, resorted to these free kitchens in order to’ save their lives. Their 
self-respect would not allow thejn to depend on public charity so long as they could 
buy food with their own unaided resources, but when their means wore exhausted 
they had no option left but to throw themselves on public charity. These people, 
Sir, deserve to be treated with respect and sympathy and not to be called professional 
beggars. • 

8ir, I shall now turn to the measures which in my opinion ought to be taken 
to alleviate the severe distress from which the people of Bengal are suffering. The 
Government of India and the British Government should have realised their res- 
ponsibility in this matter long ago but in the name of provincial autonomy they 
have allowed hundreds nf thousands of the people of Bengal to starve and die. CAn 
anybody here conceive for a moment that if the province of Punjab ffben in the grip 
of a famine as severe as that which has afflicted Bengal, the Government of India 
would have kept quiet because the Punjab was being ruled by an autonomous 
Govermnent ? They would have taken an immediate and dirtjct 
interest in the preparation of measures for the relief of distress in the Punjab. The 
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Punjab is regarded, to use popular phraseology, as a martial province. The Gk)- 
vernment of India could not, therefore, have been as indffierent to its fate as they 
were for a long time to the fate of the people of Bengal. The second misfortune. 
Sir, of Bengal is that the Bengalis are too*quiet. Had they been as self-assertive 
as the people of the Punjab are, had they instead of dying submissively asserted 
their will to live and made the Government feel that they would take all possible 
measures to save their lives themselves if the Government did not come to their 
aid, I am sure that their troubles would have received the attention of the Govern- 
ment much earlier than they have 4^ne, but the docility of the people of Bengal 
and its non-martial character have been its ruin in the present crisis. It is all the 
more necessary, therefore, that the Government should, in order to compensate for 
their past mistakes, take special measures to rehabilitate those petty peasants and 
landless labourers who have been reduced to beggary in Bengal. 

Sir, wo have been told that the afnan crop would be a biiiuber crop, but I should 
like to know, Sir^ in what way GovernmeiiD propose to deal with the arntDi crop. 

1 gathered from the speech made by the Pood Member yesterday that tlie Govern- 
ment realise the importance of restoring public coiifidciici^j and that no ste])s would 
be taken which would create uneasiness among the people. I shuuld, however, 
like to have. Sir, a fuller stvatement of the Government’s policy than wo have been 
given so far. I should, in the first place, like to know what are the steps that the 
Government have taken in connection with rationing. We understood that Calcutta 
would be rationed from the 15th November, but it has not been rationed so far. 
When is it really going to be rationed ? I understand that rationing has been 
introduced in some of the smaller towns. My suggestion is. Sir, that towns with a 
population of 25,0d0 and over should be taken in hand at once. The Gregory Report 
recommended that to begin with towns with a population of 100,000 and over should 
be rationed. I think. Sir, that the position is so serious that in Bengal at least the 
smaller towns too must be rationed. Apart from this. Sir, I feel that if any attempt is 
made to purchase a largo part of the aman crop or to make the people suspect that 
the stocks purchased by Government would be moved out of their districts and taken 
to Calcutta, the Government will be faced with a greater disaster than it has had to 
cope with so far. | 7 ? 7 

My Honourable friend, Mr. Sen, said that the Govermnent oi India have made 
it public that they will take all possible steps to superintend and supervise the execu- 
tion of any policy which might be agreed to at the Food Conferences, but this state- 
ment is much too vague to give any satisfaction to the public. Besides the Go- 
vernment of India must assume a more direct responsibility than they have done 
up to the present time. I further suggest. Sir, that when it has been decided how 
much rice should be purchased by the Govermnent of Bengal its purchases should 
not be left to the officials alone. Repeating a suggestion made by Mr. Holds worth at 
the second Food Conference I suggested that a Purchasing Commission should be 
appointed and that it should contain a business element in it. I am not sure whether 
Mr. Holdsworth made the latter suggestion but I feel, and feel stroilgly, that the 
Government need the co-operation of businessmen at the present juncture. If a 
Purchasing Commission is set up consisting of the representatives of consumers and 
businessmen and the administration the result will bo much better than if the pur- 
chase of rice were to be left to the sole discretion of the officials or the trade. 

The second point, Sir, on which I should like to have information is the trans- 
port of food to the districts. The figures that have been given by the Bengal Ministry 
show that a very large part of the foodgrains I'eceived by it from outside was con- 
sumed in Calcutta. It is not surprising, therefore, that the districts have suffered 
severely. As a result, however, of the visit of the Viceroy to Bengal, the services of 
two military officers have been placed at the disposal of the Government of Bengal 
for organising the movement of food outside Calcutta and securing the ma^jimum 
help of the Arn^ in the distribution of relief. I understand from the reply given 
to a question of mine the other day by Mr. Sen that the total quantity of food- 
grains sent to the districts daily amounts to about 2,500 tons. Now, Sir, accord- 
ing to the broadcast of the Governor of Bengal to which I have already 
referred, leaving out greater Calcutta Bengal requires about 600,000 
tons of foodgrains ewy month, or ' about 20,000 tons daily. Now, 
let Us suppose that 75 per cent, of the people will be able to support 
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themselves somehow or other. The Government must still provide for a dailjr 
movement of 5,000 tons of foodgrains to the districts. But at the present time only 
half of this quantity is being sent out«^ It is obvious, therefore, that much more 
energetic measures have to be taken to transport food to the districts than have 
been taken so far. I should like to know in this connection whether river transport 
has been properly organised. When I went to Bengal, I found nothing to indicate 
that any special steps were being taken to make use of the waterways of Bengd»l for 
the transport of foodgrains. I am therefore anxious to know what steps have been 
taken to co-ordinate the various methods o^ transport and, in particular, what 
measures have been adopted to make full use of the waterways of Bengal for the 
supply of f6od to the starving people. 

Sir, I should like to refer here to the request made by the Governor of Bengal 
for being supplied with 250,000 tons more of food so that Bengal might be in a posi- 
tion to tide over the crisis during the next two or three months. Considering, Sir, 
the number of deaths that are occurring, the starvation that is witnessed in every 
famine-affected district, it is rather hard to believe that the Bengal distress is due 
merely to a shortage of 250,000 tons of foodgrains. I am therefore unable to under- 
stand on what basis this request has been made. If the total shortage amounts to 
250,000 tons only, how is it that thousands of people are dying and millions 
of people are starving today in Bengal ? I hope that some light will be thrown on 
this point by Mr. Hen when he replies. 

The last question to which I should like to draw the attention of Government is 
that of the rehabilitation of the people who have been uprooted from their homes. There 
are thousands and hundreds of thousands of destitutes who, having parted with all 
that they had, look up to the public and to the Government to support them in this 
dire calamity. We should all like them to go back to their villages. But as they 
have severed their ties with their old villages by selling away even the houses that 
they had, it is the duty of the Government to put them in a position to go back to 
their villages. The Government should not think that they have done their duty 
if they have forcibly sent the starving people back to their 'tillages. Those people 
must be enabled to start life afresh. The petty cultivators who hvae had to part 
with their land should be helped to get it back. And the landless labourers must be 
provided with fund till they can earn their bread and enabled to rebuild their homes, 
and to have a few agricultural implements at least in order to resume the life which 
was theirs before they were engulfed by the disaster to which I have referred so often 
in the course of my remarks. This is an extremely important point. I have never 
seen any reference to this question in the official statements that have been made 
so far. The future welfare of the destitutes may have been referred to in passing 
in some official statement, or may have adorned the peroration of some Minister or 
official, but so far as I know no serious statement has been made which would show 
that the Government had formed any plan to deal with these hundreds and thousands, 
probably millions of people, who are today exiles from their villages and 
who, though longing to return to them, are unable to do so because of their poverty. 

Sir, I have so far dealt with the measures that ought to be taken immediately 
by the authorities in order to alleviate distress in Bengal. But the question to which 
the sufferings of Bengal have compelled us to devote our attention is a much bigger 
one than ^yo imagine. I shall not deal in detail with the recommendations 
of the Gregory Committee on this point because my Honourable friend Mr. Sen 
dealt with some of them very lucidly Jbhis morning. I should, however, like to stress 
the fact that the basis of the Gregory Committee’s recommendations is the willing- 
ness and ability of His Majesty’s Government to supply us first with a million tons 
of foodgrains for current consumption and second with 500,000 tons more for the 
formation of a central reserve. IJpless these recommendations are carried out the 
Committee’s plan will break dowui. The ability of His Majesty’s Government to 
supply India in the near future with a million and a half tons of fopd is the crux of 
the question. If the authorities are unable to carry out this recommendation, I 
w^onder whether we shall not find in the near future that India has to deal with an 
even worse situation than it is faced with in Bengal. 

Sir, the Gregory Committee, after dealing with the present food situation in 
India, made suggestions for increasing the supply of food to the country 
and one of the recommendations made by the Committee w’as that assistance should 
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130 afforded to industrialists for the importation of plant and in all other ways such 
as th^ giving of technical advice for the manufacture of ammonium sulphate to the 
extent of at least 350,000 tons. The Ghmmittee realised that without an ade- 
quate supply of manure, the “ Grow More Food ” campaign will not become a reality. 
It is necessary, therefore, that we should know from Government what steps have 
been taken with regard to this important question. 

Another point which the Committee referred to was the assurance given J>y the 
Government of India that action had been initiated in regard to the importation of 
tractors and other agricultural implements and their parts. This matter too is 
important because we have been repeatedly told that the “ Grow More Food ” 
campaign has not been able to make adequate progress partly bet^ause of the in- 
sufficiency of manure and partly because of the unavailability of the agricultural 
implements required. It is necessary, therefore, that Government should give us 
full information on this point. My Honourable friend Sir Jogeiidra Singh has been 
touring the whole of India and exhorting the people to bring more land under culti- 
vation and even to use a part of the lands on which commercial crops are grown 
for the production of foodstuffs. But his appeals will prove unavailing unless 
the things practically needed in order to carry out his exhortation arc available tu 
the people. 

Lastly, Sir, I should like to draw the attention of the House to the recommenda- 
tion made by the Gregory Committee with regard to prices. It recommended that 
the prices of foodgrains should be brought down. TJiis is undoubtedly a very im- 
portant matter. Those of us who have never been to Bengal imagine that the dis- 
tress of Bengal is due merely to the shortage of rice. The bict is, })owover, that there 
is shortage there of all kinds of foodgrains and wbat is even worse, the foodgrains 
that are available there are not within the reach of the poorer people. I found 
‘Scarcely any foodgrain there the price of which was less than 12 annas a seer. The 
isupply of foodgrains in these (ircumstances is by itself totally insufficient to meet 
the real needs of the people. Simultaneously with the an increase in the supply of 
foodgrains steps must be taken to bring down their prices. It will be possible to 
bring down the prices only when the prices of the requirements of the villagers are 
.also brought dowm.. It is impossible to deal with foodgrains as an isolated item. The 
CJommittee, therefore, suggested that Government should take steps not merely to 
bring about a reduction in the prices of foodgrains but also in the prices of the other 
necessaries of life, particularly of those things which the agriculturist needs. 

This, Sir, brings us to the important question of inflation. I will not deal with 
It at length because we have had occasion in the past to refer to it repeatedly. 
We wam^ Government of the serious harm that their policy would do. The 
Finance Member, however, thought that those who drew attention to the serious 
dangers lurking in the inflationary policy of Government were only creating panic 
in the country. After dealing with the rise in prices in his last Budget speech he 
said : — 

" I most earnestly deprecate loose talk and, wild exaggeration in these matters for they are 
the parents of panic buying and hoarding and these in their turn benefit only the profiteer and 
the speculator.” 

Yet, Sir, in the recent debate on the Indian food situation which took place in the 
House of Commons, Sir John Anderson admitted on behalf of His Majesty’s Gov- 
ernment that the Government of India had pot taken adequate steps to mei^t the 
dangers inherent in thteir inflationary policy. I have not repeated the words of 
Sir John Anderson. I have merely .paraphrased his language, but the support 
that has been given to our contention by Sir John Andersort and also by Mr. Amery 
in his replies to several questions in the House of Commons shows that those who 
were accused of spreading panic have unfortunately turned out to be trme pro- 
phets. Had they been listened to earlier, had the plea that war expenditure must 
be met somehow or other not been resorted to as freely by the authorities as it has 
been, I feel certain that the situation today would have been 'much better than it is. 
The Government of India, therefore, owe a heavy responsibility to the country in 
this matter. If there is to be any reduction in the price of foodgrains and the other 
requirements of the people, the Government of India alone are in a position to take 
the necessary steps to bring about such a result. 
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Sir, I believe I have dealt with ail the main recommendations made by the 
Gre^rory Committee. I should, however, like to lay special emphasis on the recom- 
mendations made v ith regard to incrd!k,sing the supplies of food available in the 
country. 

' The greatest difficulty that we have to encounter at the present time is that the 
country is exceedingly poor and that ith standard of living is deplorably low. 
We are also faced with the fact that the production of rice and wheat per acre is much 
less tli'an it is in other countries. It is necessary in view of the experience, the un- 
fortunate experience, that we hatre gained that the question of food supply should 
be looked at as a whole. What has happened so far has made it clear that no pro- 
vince can be left to d('al by itself with this all important question. The Government 
of India is concerned, and vitally concerned, with the adequate supply of food to the^ 
people. I suggest, therefore, that an agricultural committee or commission should 
be set up which would lay down a proper plan and co-ordinate the efforts of the 
Provincial Governments in carr3nng it out. 1 lay particular stress on this because 
it has so far been tlie duty neither of the Provincial Governments nor of the Govern- 
ment of India to see that the country had sufficient stores of food to meet its needs. 
We have up to the present time depended on a purely price economy and we have 
left the poor people to look after themselves as best they may. Yet we have to 
remember that the country is desperately poor and that the cultivators who produce 
the foodgrains are in a more deplorable condition than the urban population. I 
have referred at length to the situation in Bengal. I may therefore point out that in 
accordance with the Report of the Land Revenue Commission which was presided 
over by Sir Francis Floiid four-fifths of the cultivated area in Bengal is sown with 
only one crop. I may also point out on the authority of the same commission that 
most of the agriculturists are not in a position to support themselves and their fami- 
lies. At page 86 of its Report, the Commission observes as follows : — 

“ Cue of the mo.'jt disquieting features of the enquiries made for the Commission by the- 
Director of Land Records and Surveys is that the percentage of families holding 2 acres or less 
is 41 • 9 per cent, and the percentage of holding between 2 and 4 acres is 20* 0. If these figures 
can be taken as representing the economic position throughout the Province, it moans that, 
two-fifths of the agricultural families hold an area of 2 acres Or less, which is insufficient for their 
maintenance, and that they are compelled to take land as bargadara (that is, oh the sharing 
system), without any legal rights or to supplement their income by working as day labourers,, 
by hiring carts or by other subsidiary occupations. One-fifth of the agricultural population 
has just sufficient land for their maintenance in moderate comfort, but without any margin for 
unforeseen expenditure.” 

It is clear from this that two- thirds of the cultivators in Bengal live in an unenvi- 
able condition. I dare say that the condition of the cultivators in other parts of 
India is much the same. The question of the production of food therefore assumes 
the greatest importance in the present circumstances. I hope, therefore, that 
Government will bo able to make some statement on the subject in the course of this 
debate which will be of a reassuring character. We have thought too much of tho 
independence of the provinces so far and too little of the welfare of the people. I 
do not want that the legitimate autonomy of the provinces should bo interfered with 
in any way. But we must not allow any constitutional technicalities to obscure the 
fact that the lives and the welfare of the people depend in a large measure on the 
action taken by the Government of India to co-ordinate the policies of the Provin- 
cial Governments and to give them adequate funds to carry out those policies. Un- 
less the economic unity of India is recpgnised and the Government of India are pre- 
pared to utilise all those powers with which the constitution invests them, we shall,, 
in future, be faced with a greater disaster than any that we have faced in the past. 
We have been told that there may be a food shortage after the war throughout the 
world. It is necessary that we should take account of that warning and take aU 
possible steps now to meet our own needs and be, if possible, in a position to relieve 
the distress of others. If, however, we let things drift, we may afttr the war find 
that the needs of the devastatcnl areas receive greater attention than the ne^ds 
of the people of this country. Sir, I appeal again both to the Government of India 
and to the British Government to attend to this most important question and in the 
immediate present to supply us with enough shipping to enable us to get a miHion 
and a half tons of foodgrains. The shipping at their disposal may not bo adequate. 
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But I suggest, Sir, that the people of some other parts of the Empire, for iustance- 
of England and the Dominions, should show some willingness to reduce their rations 
in order that their fellow-citizens in other paints of the Empire may be in a position, 
at least to save their lives. 

The Honourable the PRESIDENT : I will just mention that I have allowed 
(the Honourable Pandit Hirday Nath Kunzru) an hour and a half to address this 
House as I believe he was making an interesting speech full of recommendations 
and instructions. He has been the spokesman not only of his own Party hut of 
many members of this House. I therefore ask Honourable Members of this House 
not to repeat in subsequent speeches the remarks which have fallen, and so ably, 
from the mouth of the Honourable Pandit Kunzru but to confine themselves to- 
other remarks and to new matter. 

The Honourable Mr. HOSSAIN IMAM : May I suggest that the amend- 
ments which have now been circulated might be moved without speeches. 

The Honourable the PRESIDENT : But there are other speakers. 

The Honourable Mr. HOSSAIN IMAM : The amendments might be moved 
without speeches so that the House may have all the amendments before it. That 
is the usual practice. 

The Honourable the PRESIDENT : Tliere are three amendments. When 
you speak you can refer to them. 

The Honourable Mr. HOSSAIN IMAM The amendments may be moved 
without speeches so that the House may be in possession of those amendments. 
I think that should be done. 

The Honourable the PRESIDENT : You want it to be done at this stage ? 

The Honourable Pandit HIRDAY NATH KUNZRU : I think that would 
be the proper procedure. 

The Honourable the PRESIDENT : Each of you can move your amendment.. 

The Honourable Mr. P. Ni SAPRU : Sir, I beg leave to move : — 

4 P.M. ^ 

That to tho motion the following bo added, namely ; — • 

‘ and that having done so this Council recommends to the Governor General in Council 
that he may be pleased to appoint an impartial Commission presided over by a high 
judicial dignitary to enquire into the causes which have brought about the food 
crisis in Bengal and other parts of India and for responsibility for the present 
situation in Bengal and report on the adequacy or otherwise of the steps taken to 
prevent and relievo distress ’.** 

Sir, I move. I shall reserve my remarks for my speech tomorrow. 

The Honourable Mr. R. H. PARKER (Bombay Chamber of Commerce) ; 
Sir, I move : 

*• That to tlie motion tho following bo added, namely : — 

* And that this House is of opinion that at a suitable date an enquiry should take place 
to examine the whole question of tho food shortage in India and in particular in 
Bengal. The enquiry should be conducted by a suitable body of tho type of a Royal 
Commission and its personnel should be completely outside tho field of Indian poli- 
tics. Its terms of reference should cover a full examination of tho present food 
shortage and tho making of recommendations to prevent the recurrence of tho exist- 
ing distress 

Sir, I move. 

♦The Honourable Mr. HOSSAIN IMAM : Sir, I move : 

“ That to the motion tho following be added, namely : — 

‘ and having taken into consideration this Council views with grave concern the tragic 
situation prevailing in Bengal and rocomipends to tho Governor General in Council 
to adopt immediately more vigorous and effective measures to cope with tho famine 
in Bengal and to afford adequate relief to tho other distressed parts of the country. 

This Council further recommends to tho Governor General in Council to take steps for 
the appointment of a Royal Commission composed of independent and impartial 
persons, majority of whom shall be Indians commanding the confidence of tho peoples 
of India to enquire into and report inter alia on the following points relating to the 
continued prevalence of famine conditions in Bengal and the unprecedented death- 
rate resulting therefrom : — 

(а) the cause of the present distress ; 

(б) the degree of effectiveness of the steps taken to prevent or remedy tho situation 

from time to time ; 

(c) the suitability of the administrative organization in charge of famine operations ; 

’ (d) the adequacy or otherwise of the relief measures adopted by Government ; 

^Speech not corrected by the Honourable Member. 
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(c) the accuracy or otherwise of mortality statistics and effect of the present famine 
on mortality rates ; 

(f) the steps to be taken to counteract or mitigate the effects of starvation and mal- 

nutrition upon the younger generation ; and 

(g) the measures to be taken to prevent a recurrence of the present trouble in any part 

of India’.” 

Sir, I move. 

The Honoubable the PRESIDENT : These amendments have been intro- 
.duced. Of course, it will be for me to decide later on which amendment is to be 
placed firstfbefore the House. 

The Honourable Rai Bahadur SRI NARAIN MAHTHA: Mr. Presi- 
. dent, you were good enough to remind me and the House that on an important 
. occasion like this time is a very valuable factor and thkt you were pleased to 
allow the previous speaker a longer time only because you thought that his remarks 
were bound to be very useful and instructive to all concerned. I cannot, Sir, 
make a promise to you or to the House to make my speech as instructive as the 
previous one nor can I assure you t^at following, as I have jfco, such a comprehen- 
sive speaker as the Honourable Dr. Kunzru I can avoid dealing with one or two 
points that he has already dealt with, although what I can promise to you is this : 
that I shall not deal with those points at any time for more than a few seconds. 

Sir, it is a very deplorable culmination of a long Viceroyalty of seven years 
and a half of Lord Linlithgow, who first came to India as the President of a Royal 
Commission on Agriculture, to have left the shores of India in the grip of a terrible 
.famine. It is difficult to understand his stoicity, almost verging on inhumanity 
in so far as he did not even once go to Bengal to see things for himself, tlie very first 
thing which his successor did when he arrived in India .... 

The Honourable the PRESIDENT : Honourable Member, I do not wish 
to stop you but I would only remind you that it is not Parliamentary practice either 
to refer to the Bang or to the Viceroy and surely Lord Linlithgow stood here in the 
position 6f the King. If you have to make any remarks you are welcome to say as 
much as you like about the Government of India. 

♦The Honourable Mr. HOSSAIN IMAM : But he is an integral part of the 
• Government of India, 

The Honourable Rai Bahadur ^RI NARAIN MAHTHA : Sir, only a 
short time ago this August House passed a motion congratulating his successor on 
his appointment as Viceroy. That was a personal motion. If we can congratulate 
. a Viceroy, we can certainly condemn him too. 

The Honourable the PRESIDENT : I have only reminded you of the 
Parliamentary practice. 

The Honourable Rai Bahadur SRI NARAIN MAHTHA : Sir, I shall 
.refer to his duties, his responsibilities, as a Gk)vernor General and not refer to his 
personal charms at all of which at least Lord Linlithgow had none. 

Sir, I was going to say that between the time that Mr. N. R. Sarkar resigned 
and Sir Azizul Haque was appointed, there was no Food Member and therefore 
Food lay in the direct and immediate charge of the Viceroy. I do not know if in 
that case we have to criticise the policy of the Pood Department whom we shall 
have to call to account. We shall have to take into account the Governor General 
himself. * 

Sir, the other day I heard Sir J. P. Srivastava open the debate in the other 
House and I felt that a proper summary of what he said there would be this : — 

I am a baby three months old — (he was appointed three months ago) — . Look at 
my acfliievement. I am now able to lift up my feeding bottle. Wait for a dozen 
years and another ten until I can g6 and fight the wolf at yOur ^oor ; but, I do 
solemnly promise to you that I shall never rest content until the wolf stands there 
and makes a prey of you all. 

Sir, the spokesman of the Government who spoke this morning and to whom 
a very warm compliment was just paid by my Honourable friend. Dr. Kurizru, 
spoke as nicely and as cleverly as his chief. He said that the Government got 

^Speech not corrected *by the Honourable Member. 
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alive to the situation in May. He stated that the problem was merely a problem 
of distribution. May I ask him, therefore, what the all-imporatant Governor in 
Bengal was doing ? How has ho used his fi^ecial powers ? Is he to use them only 
when killing is required ? The problem was stated by the Government spokesman 
this morning as being merely an administrative problem for which the sole res- 
ponsibility lies and must lie oil the head of the Governor, How did the Governor 
discharge his responsibility ? During •the Midnapore floods his callousness for 
Indian lives had become apparent. Why was he kept in office to perform aftothcr 
mass murder of Indian people ? 

The Government spokesman also referred to the introduction of free trade in 
the eastern zone, and he mentioned the provinces of Bihar, Bengal, Assam and 
Orissa. I have something to say about this performance. I am speaking of what 
happened in Bihar. In Bihar, when the paddy crop was ready, not only the pro- 
vincial, but even the district embargo was imposed. The result was that Govern- 
ment agents and' the rice mill owners were able to buy at very cheap and favour- 
able prices. When the grower was thus deprived of his stock, the embargo was 
lifted and the miller and the middleman were able to sell in a high market full of 
competitive buyers. 

♦The Honourable Mr. HOSSAIN IMAM : The embargo was lifted for the 
benefit of the trade ! 

The Honourable Rai Bahadur SRI NARAIN MAHTHA : Yes, those 
who trade on the miseries of the people. The result of Government action was 
thivt the imposition of the embargo and the lifting of it wore so timed that growers 
were deprived of their stock and the consumer could not find the food to oat. 

My Honourable friend Sir A.- P. Patro referred to party fractions in Bengal. 
But let me remind him and this House that Bihar was and is a section 93 province 
under the direct charge of the Governor. Who will answer iV:)r him ? 

Sir, I came across a couple of hours ago a statment by Mr. Loopald Ariiory, 
that worthy father of that worthy son John Amery who broadcasts frequently from 
Berlin, that as a result of the food crisis in Bengal no European lives had been iostr 
It is a matter of congratulation in many ways, but, I should have waited to see- 
how many of my beloved Executive Councillors would have boon in their seats* 
today had that appalling oatastrophy happened. I, in my mind, have hardly any 
doubt at all that there would immediately have been an open and public impeach- 
ment of Lord Linlithgow, which, because merely Indian lives have b ^en lost, is 
considered a preposterous proposition. 

Sir, my charge against the Government of India is that it not only did not 
do anything to prevent the Bengal famine but it even tried to suppress all news 
about it. Dr. Kunzru referred to this point. When news could not bo suppressed 
altogether, the effort was to tone it down as much as possible. Whereas factual 
news was undermined, expression of views or criticism was wholly stopped — ^the 
editorial columns of “ The Amrita Bazar Patrika ” are still blank. The official 
records reveal that between the time that the transfer of the Government from the 
East India Company to the Crown took place and the year 1901, there were seven 
famines 'and one severe scarcity in this country. In situations of this kind the 
attitude of the Government of India in those days was wholly different from what 
we see today. Not only no attempt was made to minimise or suppress news about 
the gravity of a calamity, but, on the contrary, the fullest measures were taken to 
see that the widest publicity was given and relief organised on the broadest possible 
basis. I have carefully read the Report of the Indian Famine Commission of 1901, 
and I am amazed at the present callous unconcern of the Government of India as 
compared to their conception then of the primary and essential responsibility of a 
government to look after the food and health of the entire civilian population-— 
not only of those who are engaged on war work or employed in European concerns. 
One finds in William Digby’s book “ The Famine Campaign in Southern India 
which is published in two volumes, that when famine occurred in Southern India 
in 1876 — 78, every district officer in India was called upon to organise relief and 
every Governor in his own province, not only in Madras, took upon himself the 
mobilization of all resources in the whole country to cope with the situation that 
bad arisen. Why has that not been done ? Did party factions stop the Viceroy 

* *Sp«ech not corrected by the* Honourable Member. 
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from waking up the Governors ? Or^did party factions stop the Governors from 
Waking up district officers ? This negfect is sheer callousness Some people have, 
called it a planned industry on the part of the Government to bring about famine. 

Sir, in the case of previous faniines these activities about mobilizing relief were 
wot kept confined to India alone. Appeals were made to all countries, and the 
respanse was world wide. Government at that time were not ashamed of telling 
the whole world that there was a famine in India. I shall read out to the House 
» small telegraphic message sent to the ** L(mdon Times ", which is contained in 
this book 4^ Digby, about a meeting which was presided over by His Grace the 
Qovemor of Madras. The message was as follows : — 

V 

** Please publish, inform Lord Mayors London, York, Dublin, Mayors Birmingham, Bristol, 
Zdverpool, Manohester, Provosts of Edinburgh, Glasgow, public meeting. Governor presided 
veaolved appeal British public foi aid population Southern India. Severity famine increasing, 
dlisiress great, rainfall continues insiifficient, population affected 20,000,000, numbers absolutely 
dependent charity Madras Presidency 1,075,600, daily larger; increased mortality already 
reached nearly half million; distress now reaching better classes owing increased price grain 
double prevailing Bengal famine. Matters become worse rapidly . Under most favourable 
tslrcumstances of weather, which is still unfavourable ; pressure must continue till crops are 
gathered January. Necessity assistance most urgent pressing.” 

Sir, Governors in those days were not shy of presiding over public meetings 
fialled in aid of a distressed people. Nor was there any harm thought to accrue 
from giving the widest publicity to a national calamity. The situation is different 
today. Why 1 It is so for two reasons. The first is that the Bengal famine is 
•entirely the creation of the Government itself, and had they thought Indian lives 
to be valuable, the famine was easily foreseen and could have been averted. The 
second reason for suppressing publicity gives me a sense of immense gratification 
wnd that reason is this. The Britisher is fast losing his sense of proprietorship 
wnd trusteeship over India. 

Tub Honourable Mr. HOSSAIN IMAM : A welcome sign I 

The Honourable Rai Bahadur SRI NARAIN MAHTHA : Indeed, atid so 
1 say it gives mo a sense of immense gratification. It does not occur to the Britisher 
aow that he ought to do what he did in the seventies of the last century. The other 
day, when my Honourable friend Mr. Hossain Imam made a demand for a subsidy 
of Jfeven croros of rupees for the Bengal Government, the Honourable Mr. Jones 
in his reply, reminded us that famine is no uncommon experience in India, and 
^hat the provinces hod been given real autonomy — whiclr also meant economic 
l>r fiscal autonomy. While I propose to deal at a later stage with the question 
of autonomy, I feel that I cannot proceed without saying something about the grind- 
ing poverty of the people of India which manifests itself in many ways, in the pre- 
valence of malnutrition and disease, in the horrible living conditions of industrial 
.workers and the steady increase of landless peasants. 

lu 1933, the Director of the Indian Medical Service, Major General Sir John 
Megaw, estimated that 39 per cent, of the Indian people were fairly nourished, 
41 per cent, poorly nourished, and 20 per cent, very poorly nourished. At least 
80 million people of India wore perpetually hungry. He reported further that 
’disease is widely disseminated throughout India and is increasing steadily and 
rapidly. In Bengal 78 per cent., of %he population were under-nourished. ‘‘The 
ipeasantry of Bengal ho said on the basis of an official report of the director of 
(Health, “ are in large proportion taking to a dietary on which even rats could not 
9ivo for more than a few weeks Low physical vitality is another striking evidence 
♦of Indian poverty causing the average expectation of life for an Indian to be only 
23 years as compared with double or more than double in other countries. The 
third outstanding feature of the Indian economic structure is the fact that more 
than 80 per cent, of the Indian people depend for their existence on what they can 
vaise from the tiny scattered strips of4and which make up the average peasant 
holding. 

The failure to develop industries as alternative sources of employment has led 
to the terrific over*pre88iu*e on agriculture which is the basic cause of Indian poverty§ 
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As long ago as 1880, the Indian Famine Commission, appointed by the British 
Government, reminded this Government of^Jndia that : 

** at the root of much of the poverty of tlie people of India. ...... .lies the unfortunate 

oiroumstance that agriculture forms almost the sole occupation of the mass of the population, 
and that no remedy for present evils can be complete which does not include the introduction 
of a diversity of occupations, through which the surplus population may be drawn from agri- 
cultural pursuits and left to find the means of subsistence in manufactures or some such employ- 
ment.** ^ • 

Yet between 1891 and 1911 the percentage of the population dependent on 
agriculture increased from 61 per cent, to 72 per cent, as more and more artisans, 
eraftsmen, spinners, weavers, etc., were forced to turn back to the land. In 1911, 
Sir Thomas Holderness estimated that there was “ less than one acre and a quarter 
per head for that portion of the population which is directly supported by agricul- 
ture and went on to point out that : 

“ not only does the land of India provide food for this great population, but a very con- 
siderable portion of it is set apart for growing produce which is exported. In fact it pays its 
bills for import and discharges its other mternational debts, mainly by the sale of agricultural 
produce. Subtiacting the land thus utilized for supplying (the produce) to foreign markets 
from the total area under cultivation, we shall find that what is left over does not represent more 
than two -thirds of an acre per head of the total Indian population. India, therefore, feeds and 
to some extent clothes its population from what two-thirds of an acio can produce.** 

There is probably no country in the world where the land is required to do so 
much. 

This is what Sir Thomas Holderness reported in his book, “ Peoples and 
Problems of India 

Sir, I now come to another point. There is a prevalent and fallacious theory 
that India’s poverty is the result of over-population. Where is the Indain MaJthus 
who will inveigh against the devastating torrent of Indian children ? ” This is 
what the British economists question with one voice and all our official reports 
echo this very sentiment. The Whitley Commission on Labour in India, reporting 
in 1931 declared ; 

^ Increased production of food ultimately effects little improvement in the standard of 
living since the population quickly multiplies under these favourable conditions. For- 

merly, war, famine and pestilence were all active in reducing the numbers for which the land 
has to provide sustenance ; war and famine have been largely negative as active influences, 
whilst deaths from pestilence have been considerably reduced. The result is a steadily growing 
pressure on the land.’* 

Such arguments convey the picture of an enormously rapid increase of the Indian 
population as a result of healthy living, comfort, and security under British Baj, 
Yet, the actual rate of increase of population in India has been markedly less than 
that of any European country. Between 1880 and 1930, the population of England 
and Wales increased by 54 jier cent., that of India by 32 per cent. Only in the 
decade from 1921 to 1931 was the rate of increase in India 10-6 per cent, as com- 
pared with 14 • 2 per cent, in the United States, and was higher than that of England. 
Indian poverty, however, does not date from 1921. It perhaps dates from the time 
•of the British occupation of India, leading to a perpetual drain on and the exploita- 
tion of the resources of this country. I say so with confidence because ift 1769, the 
Company’s own Resident at Murshidabad reported that — 

** it must give pain to an Englishman to havo reason to think that since the accession of 
the Company to the Dowani (civil administration) the condition of the people of this country 
has been worse than it was before, and yet I am afraid the fact is undoubted. I well remember 
this country when trade was free and the flourishing state it was then in ; with concern I now 
see its present ruinous condition, which I am convinced is greatly owing to the monopoly that 
has been made of late years in the Company *s name of almost all the manufactures in the coun- 
try.’* , 

Here is a clear admission by an honest Briton who was in authority to say what 
he did and the fact stated by him is the reason for'the repeated famines that we get 
in this fair land of India. This picture given by the Resident of the “ Honourable ” 
East India Company, as it was called, is a very real picture indeed. 

Another implication of the Malthusian critics of India’s birth-rate is that the 
growth of population has outstripped the growth in the volume of food produced. 
This too is not the case. Between 1910 and 1930 population increased by about 
17 per cent., food production by about 30 per t^ent. It is admittedly true that the 
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present production of food is whoUy inadequate, but tl^p reasons for this inadequacy 
lie in the system of production and the* failure to develop the available resources, 
not in any absolute over-population. In fact there is every reason to believe that 
by making full use of her resources, India could support a far larger population than 
at present. About one-third of the cultivable area has not yet been brought under 
cultivation. That was the work that the Bep^tment of Agriculture should have 
taken up and not the ‘‘ Grow More Food Campaign which produces no effect on 
any one. I have never understood either the philosophy or the reality of this 
Grow More Food Campaign”. I have been working as the Leader of the National 
War Front in my district and I have, l.fear, been soiling my hands by pasting many 
of your posters. I cannot understand the logic of this “ Grow More Food Campaign”. 
If there is a man who has an extra acre of land, if ho has seeds available, if he has an 
extra pair of bullocks, is he waiting for your propaganda leaflet to reach him for 
cultivating his extra acre ? You ought to enquire whether he has seeds, whether he 
has the pair of bullocks, and you should make available'to him the required imple- 
ments for agriculture. You are not doing these things. You are simply parading 
to the world that you are doing an act of great service to this country. 

I might in this connection remind you of one thing. I am not yet in possession 
of a full report about it, but I can yet teU you something. There is a body in Bihar 
known as the Bihar Planters* Association. It is a body of some standing and 
recognition — even statutory recognition. This body elects one representative to the 
Bihar Assembly. At a meeting of this body it was stated by some planters that the 
seeds supplied to the villagers by the Agricultural Department were, on their esti- 
mate, 75 to 80 per cent, rotten. The poor agriculturists are not educated or trained 
enough to test the seeds. The test is very simple. It has been an act of moral sin 
on the part of the Department to have sold those seeds to the agriculturists. To test 
the potency of the seeds all that you have to do is to soak a piece of blotting paper in 
water and spread 100 seeds over it. By the next morning you can sec how many 
of the seeds genuinate and how many do not. You know what percentage is good 
and what percentage is bad. Big planters know it and they are cautious enough t« 
apply the test but the poor agriculturist does not know and confidently relies on what 
he is given. I propose first to enquire and then refer the matter to the provincial 
government, my advisti to you is this do not waste so much money and energy over 
propaganda ; attend to t ho actual and real requirements of agriculture, arrange the 
seeds, provide the manure and have productive cattle. 

Sir, I will not go any further into the picture that I was trying to paint before 
you of the results of British administration in India. Suffice it to say that this is 
the state of things in describing which I have taken some time of this House, a 
state of things which is the result of British administration during the last 150 years 
of which we are asked to be proud. 

The cause of Indian poverty is neither the rate of population growth nor anything 
else that is used for imperialist propaganda, but, the fact that India is a case of 
arrested economic development and arreskid industrial development. That is the 
real fact and that is which you will be constrained to admit if you want to go to the 
root of the matter honestly and that is the state to which we have been reduced in 
the interests of the foreign capitalist who is here out to trade and wants all that 
we have and wants to leave us nothiiig. 

Sir, I am not sorry that I had to give vent with a free mind without restraint to 
the honest feelings of an Indian because I had to give you and the House the picture 
of Indian poverty and to. show to the House how poverty has come to us on account" 
of foreign rule and foreign exploitation. I had also to do so, because while the 
exploitation goes on, the benign Government of India and their masters in England 
carry on a propaganda all over the world that the Indian is an unsocial being incapable 
of understanding the difficulties of his neighbour and adjusting his own position so 
as not to make it wholly prejudicial to the vital needs of his neighbour. 

Sir, I have figures here with me to show what the prevailing prices in India were 
during the time of Alauddin Khilji, when even an ordinary soldier in the Army 
was paid 234 Tankas per month, a Tanka being equivalent to a rupee, to maintain 
himself and his horse, and to pro videc himself with uniform. He was an ordinary 
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soldier, not an officer. I shall not go into the long price list but shall merely say 
that a maund, which at that time meant 14 J seers, of wheat could be had for 
Jitals, a Jital being equivalent to a pice and^^ice was cheaper. But now, Sir, we are 
starved, we are exploit^, and wo are asked to accept perpetual bondage in gratitude 
for what has been done to us. The Britisher has a special knack of committing 
a wrong and then congratulating himself on having done so. 

The Honourable the PRESIDENT : Will you please bring your ren^rks 
to a close now ? There are other speakers also. I have allowed you 40 minutes 
as you asked for. 

The Honourable Rai Bahadur SRT NARAIN MAHTHA : 1 think as the 
Government are willing to give us another day 

The Honourable the PRESIDENT : I have nothing to do with that. You 
can make the request to Government. 

The Honourable Rai Bahadur SRI NARATN MAHTHA : I have some- 
thing really very important to say but if you will not permit mo I will not be able 
to do so. 

The Honourable Sir MAHOMED USMAN (Leader of the House) : What 
is the' use of giving another day if the Members do not talk about the subject under 
discussion but attack the British Administration instead ? 

The Honourable the PRESIDENT : The Honourable gentleman has not 
referred to the motion before the House at all. Ho has been only pointing out what 
gross injustice has boon done by Government in the [)ast. 

^ie Honourable Rai Bahadur SRI NARAIN MAHTHA : May I respect- 
fully say that if you will road tho speeches iii the House of Commons, they started 
with dissertations oil the benefits of British adniinistraiiori, they went on to develop 
the theme that the problem of famine in India was for Indians to settle and that 
Indian merchants were responsible for the famine, and therefore what I have been 
saying is relevant by way of answer to all that was said by Mr. Amery and many of 
Mr. Amery’s supporters. ? 

The Honourable the PRESIDENT : It is no use referring to the House of 
Commons. I would cite to you tho example of the Honourable Pandit Kunzru. 
Will you now proceed and finish ? 

The Honourable Rai Bahadur SRI NARAIN MAHTHA : I shall try to 
emulate the difficult example of my Honourable friend, Dr. Kunzru, who let me 
remind you. Sir, spoke for 90 minutes and I also hope, Sir, that in what I have to 
say now I shall try to confine myself to subjects which may bo pleasantivo for (iov- 
ernment to hear. I am however, not concerned at all with what Sir Mahomed Usman 
(considers relevant or not. Ho is no judge of these matters. 

♦The Honourable Pandit HIRDAY NATH KUNZRU : It is very kind of 
you to have complimented mo but may I say that the remarks made by the Leader 
of the House with regard to what fell from my Honourable friend, Mr. Mahtha, 
were not justified ? It cannot be said that my Honourable friend has said thing 
that were irrelevant or things which should not be said in the course of tho debate 
today. While discussing the economic situation in the country we are, of course, 
discussing the responsibility of the British Government for the present state of 
things. We have not got the final authority in our hands. The final responsibility 
was recognised by several members of tho House of Commons and Mr. Amery liim- 
self as that of tho British Government. 

The Honourable Rai Bahadur SRI NARAIN MAHTHA : May I submit 
that in furtherance to what my Honourable friend. Dr. Kunzru, has said I am sure 
that we are entitled on this occasion to ask the British Government to leave this 
country immediately because they are not able to deal with the situation at all. 
(Applause.) \^^e are in the midst of a crisis. We are being starved. And the leader 
of the House thinks that we cannot say how the starvation has come to us. 

Sir, I jwfopose, however, for the rest of my speech to confine myself now strictly 
to the situation in Bengal only in spite of all the provocation that has been offered 
to me by Sir Mahomed Usman. 

The Honourable the PRESIDENT : I do not know how long you are going 

to speak. You asked for 40 minutes and I have given you more than that. 

* 

•Speech not corrected by the Honourable Member. 
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The Honourable Rai Bahadur SRI NARAIN MAHTHA : I thank you, Sir, 
for your indulgence and the indulgence of the House. 

The Honourable the PRESIDBNT f There are other speakers also. I 
would have allowed you to speak if there had not been other speakers. I do not 
wish to disappoint them. 

The Honourable Rai Bahadur SRI NARAIN MAHTHA : I think I have 
the permission of the House in general to continue. I feel flattered in this that 
I cleany se^ that the House, leaving out the paid henchmen of Government on the 
treasury benches find it useful to listen to me. However to proceed on with the 
debate let say, Sir, that Mr. Amery and the Government of India have both 
gone and laid the whole blame of the present crisis at the door o Provincial Auto- 
nomy, an autonomy which is an utter farce. Sir Edward Benthall in reply to a 
question in the Le^slative Assembly on the 12th of this month said as foUows : — 

“ The responsibility for adequate supplies rests with the Provincial Government, although, 
under existing arrangements, the Railways and Port Administrations have the first place ^ to 
secure supplies to the best of their ability 

The first priority is thus given to the Railway and to the Port Administrations, 
but. Sir Edward did not mention the various Arms of the Army, perhaps because 
they did not come under his jurisdiction although the Army is the biggest buyer 
today and against whom none can compete in the market. Apart from all this, 
Sir, may I know if the Bengal Government could go and buy food freely in India 
for the unprivileged classes, whose lot and privilege today is to st&rve and die ? 
Could they go and buy food for them freely even in Section 93 Provinces, or, if even 
when they could buy there, could they carry the material bought to Bengal with- 
out the aid of the Central Government ? It is the Central Governmefit thafi^ules 
all over the land through its agents, the Governors in the Provinces, and it is a 
wonder, perhaps part of a plan, to have kept the question of the responsibility of the 
Governor wholly in the back ground. The Governor interferes in matters of adminis- 
trative detail. What was the Governor doing when the people were starving ? 

The Honourable Mr. HOSSAIN IMAM : Feasting ! 

The Honourable Rai Bahadur SRI NARAIN MAHTHA : He was snoring ! 
It was his duty to keep the Government of India informed of developments and an 
approaching all-enveloping crisis. But the Governor is Caesar’s wife, and must be 
kept >bove suspicion and above reproach. 

Sir, I shall now come to another point. The principal factor in the creation of 
shortage of supplies has undoubtedly been the purchasing policy of the militai;y" 
Department. The requirements of the military are calculated on a lavish scale and 
there is therefore such a huge waste in foodstuffs at the hands of the military. This 
point was emphatically stated by Sir Frederick James in the other House only the 
other day. The military purchases are made in large quantities and at recklessly 
high prices. The reserves built up by them are also considerable. These are matters 
of common knowledge and no amount of ofliciaL understatement of the situation 
can convince the people. 

In the case of the Civil Departments of the Central Government officers stationed 
in Bengal who are in receipt of Rs. 300 per month or less are entitled to get food- 
grains at concessional rates for their individual consumption. In the case of the 
Railway Department, however, all railway servants, irrespective of pay and including 
their families, are entitled to purchase at concessional rates. This is what was 
stated by Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava in reply to a question in the Assembly on the 
9th of this month. In the case of railways again they have their independent 
purchasing agencies in addition to their supplies from the Provincial Governments 
whenever possible. The Railway Department has not yet made any statement to 
indicate the basis on which the requirements of the railway officials and their families 
had been fixed. It is understood that the standard of allowances in this matter is 
very high. It is moreover a most curious phenomenon that even highly paid railway 
officials, whatever their status, are entitled to purchase at concessional rates. There 
is a widely prevalent belief that this unusually liberal treatment of the railway 
officials of all ranks has resulted in the withdrawal of an inappropriately large 
quantity of foodgrains during the most critical weeks when Bengars food position 
was ipost^ precarious. As important a man like Sir Purshotamdas Thakurdas, in 
his note appended to the Gregory Committee report, has referred to the general 
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impression that even the Government have frequently resorted to the black market. 
It is in the Gregory Committee’s report. It is^eliev^ that the railways have parti- 
cularly done so, and while their private agents made purchases from the black 
market at high prices, the recipients of the concession are in some cases reported to 
have supplied the black iparket with the excess of their liberal allowances of food- 
grains. 

I shall not, Sir, for want of time, refer to the mad rush made for the purchase of 
foodgrains by industrial employers, leading to a steep rise in prices. There will be 
other speakers who will deal with it. In that connection perhaps I might have had 
to refer to a speech of my Honourable friend Mr. Parker on the last occAftsion, but 
I shall not do so now. 

I shall now close with only one more point, and that point is one to which T 
want to draw the special attention of Government because I appeal to them that it 
is in their interest that they must clear up the allegation. That important point is 
this. The Government of India owe to this House a clear and categorical statement 
with reference to the charge which the Honourable Sir Baldev8ingh, Minister of the 
Punjab, brought against them of having made a profit of one rupee per maund on 
wheat purchased on behalf of the Central Government in the Punjab and sold to the 
xieficit provinces. 

The Honourable Mr. KUMARSANKaR RAY CHAUDHURY : They 
admitted it. 

The Honourable Rai Bahadur SRI NARAIN MAHTHA : Let thi^ra say it 
here. Your admission is not of the same value as the admission of Government 
made here in this House. 

One other point mentioned by the said Minister calls for a clear explanation. 
In the same statement, he made the allegation that the Director of Pood Supplies 
of the Punjab refused the offer of Rs. 28 per maund for one and a half lakh maunds 
of rice made by official agency on behalf of two private firms in Bengal as the price 
fixed by the Punjab at the time was Rs. 17 per maund. I am reliably informed that 
it was Justice Braund, the Regional Food Commissioner of Bengal, who, in a letter ; 
to the Regional Commissioner in the Punjab area, requested him to allow two private 
firms to make this purchase at that enhanced price on behalf of the Bengal Chamber 
of Commerce, adding that the Bengal Chamber of Commerce was a more efficient 
flistributing agency than the Government of Bengal itself. The Honourable the 
Food Member should make a statement as to whether it is the policy of the Govern- 
ment to encourage the Bengal Chamber of Commerce or any other organisation of 
capitalists to make purchases independently of the Government agency and at prices 
in excess of the locally prevailing price, as alleged by the Punjab Minister. 

It is a curious fact that the trade agent of the Government of Bengal is paid a 
commission on all purchases not on the basis of quantity of the foodgrains purchased, 
but on the amount paid as price, with the result that the agent, not being above 
human failings, welcomes as high a price as possible in order that the amount of his 
own commission may also be correspondingly larger. 

♦The Honourable Mr. HOSSAIN IMAM : Are you sure of the facts ? Are 
you sure that he is paid on the basis of money value and not quantity ? 

The Honourable Rai Bahadur SRI NARAIN MAHTHA : i wiU prove it 
to you. I will produce the proof before the House if the President will allow me. 
If you come to my house I will show you the proof — 1 will prove every word of what 
1 have said. I certainly promise that. ' * 

The Honourable Mr. HOSSAIN IMAM : 1 think the Food Department 
should make an inquiry into it. . 

The Honourable the PRESIDENT : If the Honourable Member interrupts 
in this way, he should not blame the Chair if he does not get an opportunity of dis- 
cussing the matter fully tomorrow or on the third day. 

The Honourable Rai Bahadur SRI NARAIN MAHTHA : Sir, in the case 
of no other province, as far as I can judge, is the commission paid on the basis of 
price. Here is one indication as to why the price of foodgrains, particularly rice 
purchased through the Bengal Government’s agent, has not gone down in spite of 
increasing supplies. Is it any wonder that suspicions about the prevalence of 
corruption among responsible parties are so very strong ? 

^Speech not corrected by the Honourable Member. 
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[Bai Bahadur Sri Narain Mahtha.] 

Before I sit down, Sir, I just want to make two recommendations. For want of 
time I shall just enumerate the points without trying to dev’elop my arguments on 
them. The first is this. The Government spokesman made an appeal this morning 
for co-operation and restoration of confidence. How can this bo done ? Govern- 
ment have lost the confidence of the people on account of their actions. I would 
suggcr^t to Government that here is an opportunity. They must forthwith release 
the member.^ of the Congress Working Committee and the members of the All-India 
Congress Comjuittee. They should see what they do under the present circumstances,, 
and when •their attitude is known, they .should release all Congress prisoners- 
Whether I like it or not or whether you like it or not, it is true that they are whom the * 
country trusts to a very large extent, and this Government can never answer to 
humanity the charge that at a time when there was so much humanitarian work to 
bo done, so many of trusted Indians were kept in jail, most of them without trial. 

Secondly, Sir, many have in the Press and at other places suggested the buying 
of the aman crop. This you must not do. No one trusts you, and if you took an 
action of this kind, there would be panic. You should leave the crop to the people^ 
to be consumed by them through the normal channels of trade. . 

♦The Honoubable Mr. HOSSAIN IMAM : These are your suggestions ? It 
surprises me to hear them. 

The Honourable Raf Bahadur SRI NARAIN MAHTHA : Yes, these are 
my recommendations. Government should, by import of foodgrains, feed the 
population in Calcutta and the industrial population in Bengal and leave the aman- 
crop entirely to flow through the normal channels of trade for the consumption of 
the rural population. 

The Honourable Mr. HOSSAIN IMAM : What about the urban areas I 

^Phe Honourable Rai Bahadur SRI NARAIN MAHTHA : I have suggested 
that Calcutta and the other industrial towns should be fed by Government from 
imported foodgrains, or foodgrains which they can arrange to get from surplus 
provinces. That I believe. Sir, will serve the purpose, so far as food is concerned. 
Clothing and shelter and medical relief will still have to be arranged. The resources, 
of the Government and the people will have to be mobilised to the fullest. 

Thirdly, Sir, what 1 would recommend to the Government of India and to the 
Leader of the Muslim League Party is that they should suggest to the Government 
of Bengal to form a Food Council consisting of representatives of all impprtant politi- 
cal parties with large and summary powers to deal with the situation. 

I do not want to multiply suggestions because no scheme or machinery can be 
made to work successfully unless there is the fullest earnestness and drive to do so. 
Let Government rise to the occasion, otherwise History, which never forgets, shall 
answer back. Let me remind tliis wooden Government that the only acceptable 
form in which even God may dare appear before a famished people is food and wages 
for work to buy food with. 

The Honourable Mr. HOSSAIN IMAM : May I suggest. Sir, that we sit a 
little late today, say till 5-30 p.m. ? 

The Honourable Sir MAHOMED USMAN : Sir, we have all got engagements^. 

I therefore respectfully suggest that wo should adjourn now. 

ELECTION TO THE FOOD DEPARTMENT COMMITTEE. 

T'hb Honourable the PRESIDENT : With reference to the announcement 
made by me on the 17th November, 1943 regarding nomination to the Standing 
Committee to* advise on subjects in the Department of Food, I have to announce that 
the following Honourable Members have been nominated for election to that 
Committee : — 

' 1. The Honourable Mr. Susil Kumar Roy Chowdhry. 

2. The Honourable Mr. V. V. Kalikar. 

3. The Honourable Saiyad Mohamed Padshah Sahib BahaHur. 

4. The Honourable Mr. Khurshid Ali Khan. 

5. The Honourable Mi\ P. N. Sapru. 

There are five candidates for five seats and 1 declare them duly ejected. 

The Council then adjourned till Eleven of the Clock on Saturday, the 20th 
Novehiber, 1948. 


^Speech not correciod by tho Honourable* Member. 
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The Council met in the Council Chamber of the Council House at Eleven of the 
Clock, the Honourable the President in th(5* Chair. 

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 

Text of Agreement fob, and India's participation in, the United Nations 
Relief and Reh^bhjtation Administration. > 

105. The Honourable Raja YUVERAJ DUTTA SINGH : Have Government 
received any information with regard to. the revisfid text of draft agreement for the 
United Nations Relief and Rehabilitation Administration ; aiui has India been invit- 
ed to attend the first Session of the Council of the new organisation ? If so, what 
is its exact scope and object, and by whom is India going to be represented ? 

The Honourable Mr. N. R. PTLLAI : The Goveninient of India have received 
the revised text of the United Nations Relief and R habilitation Administration 
Agreement and a copy has been placed in the Library of tlio House. The Govern- 
ment of India were invited to send a representative to the first S 'ssion of the Council 
of the Administration, and have nominated Sit Girja Shankar Bajpai, their Agent 
General in Washington, as their representative. It is expected that the Council will 
discuss at this Session all matters relating to relief administration and policy. 

The Honourable Pandit HIRDAY NATH KUNZiUJ : May I enquire 
whether India will be required to give any contribution towards the relief work to 
be started under the U. N. R. R. A. agreement, and if so what is the ainoimt ? 

The Honourable Mb. N. R. PILLAT : The agreements contemplates that 
. all participating countries should make a suitable contribution. No figure has yet 
been suggested for India. 

The Honourable Pandit HIRDAY NATH KUNZRU : Is any particular 
procedure laid down for fixing the contribution to be paid by the various nations 
taking part in the agreement ? 

The Honourable Mr. N. R. PILLAI The agreement says that contribu- 
tions to be made by each Member-Government shall be subject to the observance 
of the normal constitutional procedure of the country. 

The Honourable Pandit HIRDAY NATH KUNZRU : That means that 
the contribution every year will requii’e the assent of the Legislative Assembly ? 

The Honourable Mr. N. R. PILLAI : That is so. 

Observations by Sir Colin Garbett regarding profiteering in Wheat supplies. 

106. The Honourable Raja YUVERAJ DUTTA SINGH : (a) Has the 
attention of the Government been drawn to the following, observations made by 
Sir Colin Garbett, Regional Food Commissioner, Northern India, at a me^Tyihg of the 
Calcutta Rotary Club about the end of September last dealing with allegation of 
profiteering on wheat supplies : — 

“ The Bengal Government had looked into their accounts, and found that 
through miscalculations they had been making a profit of about Rs. 40 
lakhs. To amend this they had reduced the price of rice to Rs, 20 

2 ier maund The Government of India with whom the Punjab 

Government were in complete agreement, were absolutely detormined. 
that no Government or their agents would bo allowed to make profits 
out of commodities despatched for purposes of relief" ? 

(b) Will Government explain in details how the Bengal Government have been 
able to make a profit of about Rs. 40 lakhs ? 

The Honourable Mr. B. R. SEN : (a) I have seen the report which is not 
an accurate reproduction of the words used. 

(b) The attention of the Honourable Member is invited to the Press Statement 
issued on the 9th October, 1943, a copy of which is placed on the table. 

( 123 ) 
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COUNCIL OF STATE. 

PRESS NOTE. 

Wheat PeicbA in Bengal. 

Central Ooverrment Expla^ine PoaUion, 

^ The attention of the Government of Indicias been drawn to the anxiety prevailing in the 
fwo main wheat exporting provinces lest the G^emment of Bengal may have derived, or should 
henceforth derive, an undue addition to Provincial Revenues from the sale of wheat exported 
or to be exported from those provinces to Bengal under arrsuigements made by the Government 
of India. The Government of India tave accordingly obtained from the Government of Bengal 
a statement of position which is as follows: — 

2. 4^1 wheat imported from other provinces under arrangements made by the Government 
of India is held in Government custody. Since the first of May last wheat is being sold to mills 
at a fixed price. Consignments received prior to that date were made over to the mills direct at 
cost price. The mills are allowed to sell their wheat products at ex-mill prices fixed under the 
Defence of India Rules corresponding to the retail rates for such products which are also fixed 
statutorily. The schedule of rates in force from the first May is as follows : — 

Rato for sales Ex-MiU prices Retail prices 
Period. of wheat to atta and flour atta and flour 

Mills. respectively. respectively. 


1st May to 1st August . 

1st August to 20th September 
20th September onward . 


3. During the four months May to August 1943 inclusive the Bengal Government have 
derived a gross revenue of Rs. 33*44 lakhs on a turn-over of 19*84 lakhs maimds of imported 
wheat. This has been derived sobly from sales of wheat to mills. The Bengal Government are 
not concerned in any of the subsequent transactions. In considering this revenue figure it has 
to be conceded that the Government of Bengal fixed their selling prices of wheat to the mills 
having regard to a number of estimated cheurges for handling storage, delivery, etc. which in view 
of the poor deliveries of wheat in most of the months in question were never actually incurred . 
It will be noticed that the Government of Bengal effected a reduction of Rs. 1/4/- per maund in 
their sale price of wheat with effect from the let August when it befcame apparent that receipts 
were accumulating. The price now in force is Rs. 12/12/- per maund which, regard being had to 
the f.o.r. prices current in the Punjab and the United Provinces respectively, will represent an 
actual loss to the Bengal Government. On the. footing that the quantities still due under the 
Basic Plan are exported to Bengal in an even monthly flow, it is estimated that the Bengal 
Government's loss on sales of imported wheat to mills over the remaining period of ih& revised 
Basic Plan will amount to Rs. 40*3 lakhs which after deducting the accumulated revenue of 
Rs. 33*44 lakhs will leave a net loss to the Bengal Government of Rs. 6*86 lakhs. The Govern- 
ment of India are satisfied that the selling price of wheat now fixed by the Government of Bengal 
is reasonable. 

4. As regeurds the ‘ Milling Differential ’ allowed to the mills the Government of India have 
decided that the question shoiild be gone into by the Regional Commissioner, Eastern Region, 
Mr. Justice Braimd, with the aid of a Cost Accounts Officer of the Government of India, with a 
view to ascertaining whether the ** Differential ” allowed to the mills, and the consequential 
retail prices to the public are reasonable. 

5. The above calculations do not include imported wheat products, which the Government of 
Bengal have been selling at the statutory prices fixed for ex-mill sales detailed in paragraph 2 . 
The gross revenue received by the Government of Bengal on re-sales of imported wheat products 
up to the end of August 1943 amounts to Rs. 6*32 lakhs. In regard to this revenue, it would 
be undesirable and unworkable in practice to fix different sets of wholesale and retail prices for 
local and imported wheat products. The question of wiping out the acoumulatod revenue on 
wheat products is, however, under the active consideration of the Government of Bengal. 

Food Depabtment. 

New Ddhit October 9, 1943. 

The Honourable Pandit HIRDAY NATH KUNZRU : Will the Honour- 
able Member mind telling us what this Press Note of the 9th October said on this 
point ? 

The Honourable Mr. B. R. SEN : The Press Note is with reference to the 
profits q.llegcd to have been made by the Bengal Government. 

The Honourable Pandit HIRDAY NATH KUNZRU : What is the profit 
that the Bengal Government admit to have made ? ^ 

The Honourable Mr. B. R. SEN : 33*44 lakhs from sale to mills. 

The Honourable Mr. HOSSAIN IMAM : Is it in regard to the purcliase of 
wheat or other foodgrains 


Rs. per md. 
15 8 0 

14 4 0 
12 12 0 


Rs. per md. 
^19 0 0 
19 0 0 
'16 8 0 
19 0 0 
"14 0 0 
19 0 0 


Rs. per md. 
^20 0 0 
20 0 0 
17 8 0 

,20 0 0 
15 0 0 
20 0 0 
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. QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 

The Honourable Mr. B. R. SEN : Purchase Qf wheat. 

• The Honourable Mr. HOSSAIN IMAjM : What is the price at which wheat 
is being now given to the trade and the price at which wheat product is sold ? 

The Honourable Mr B. R. SEN : Tffe price to the mills is Rs. 12/12/- per 
maund and the price to the consumers is Rs. 15. * 

The Honourable Mr. HOSSAIN IMAM : Since when has this new price 
been fixed ? 

The Honourable Mr. B. R. SEN : 20tli of September. ^ 

Use of swimming pool in the Lady Hardinge Medical College, New Delhi 

BY MALES. 

107. The Honourable Raja YUVERAJ DUTTA SINGH : (a) Is it a fact 
that the swimming pool situated inside the premises of the Lady Hardinge Medical 
College, New Delhi, which >vas hitherto confined to the use of ladies has recently 
been thrown open to men particularly to members of the armed forces. If so, are'"' 
Government aware that this innovation has created much rosontmont among the 
ladies of the College and the public generally ? 

(b) Do Government propose to restore the normal position by rigidly excluding 
members of the male sex from the use of the swimming pool, which is exclusiNrely 
meant for the ladies College ? 

The Honourable Sir JOGENDRA SINGH : (a) The swimming pool has 
not been thrown open to men. The Swimming Bath Committee, which consists 
of members of the staff and students of the college, accepted a proposal that on 
Saturday evenings during the long vacation from Isb June to 15tli September when 
the bath was reserved exclusively for the staff members of the staff should be permit- 
ted to invite guests both men and women. These guest nights were held only on one 
or two occasions. On two occasions the Committee also invited expert male swim- 
mers to give swimming, diving and life saving demonstrations for the students. 

(5) The Lady Hardinge Medical College is under the control of a Registered 
Association and attention of the Association will be drawn to the desirability of 
reserving the pool for staff and students exclusively. 

The Honourable Pandit HIRDAY NATH KUNZRU : Is the Honourable 
Member aware of the report widely current in Delhi that on Saturdays at least 
soldiers were freely allowed to use the swimming pool in the Lady Hardinge Medical 
College ? 

The Honourable Sir JOGENDRA SINGH : The information is what I 
have given, viz., that only on two occasions some people were invited and I am now 
inviting the attention of the Association to reserve the pool for staff and students 
exclusively. 

Proposal of Sind Government to proscribe the “ Satyarth Prakash.” 

108. The Honourable Raja YUVERAJ DUTTA SINGH : (a) Is it a fact that 
the Sind Government have proposed to the Government of India to proscribe the 
“ Satyarth Prakash ’’ the chief religious book of the Arya Samajists, or certain 
portions of it ? 

(6) Is it a fact that no Hindu Ministers of the provincial Government ever 
agreed to this proposal on , the ground that the book, being a scripture or any 
portion of it ? 

The Honourable Mr. E. CONRAN-SMITH : {a) No. 

(6) I have no information. , 

Conference in London on Post-War Civil Aviation. 

109. The Honourable Raja YUVERAJ DUTTA SINGH : {a) Is it a fact, as 
stated by Lord Beaverbrook, Lord Priyy Seal, that “arrangements are being made for 
a conference in London before the end of the year, between the British Dominions, 
and Indian representatives and discussions between the British and U. S. Govern- 
ments are* expected to follow, ” on the question of Post War Civil Aviation ? 

(6) Have Government decided as to who will be India’s representatives ; and 
will these representatives be only officials and Europeans ? Will Government keep 
in view the general desire of the Indians that India’s representatives mainly 
be non-official Indians .? 
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The Honourable Sir MAHOMED USiVIAff : (a) The Conference between 

British, Dominion and Indian representatives has alread^^ been held. Discussions 
with the Governments of the U. S. .^^nd U. S. S. R. are expected to follow. 

(b) The High Commissioner for India represented India at the London Con- 
ference. The reply to the last part of the question Ls in the affirmative. 

The Honourable Pandit HIRDAY NATH KUNZRU : Have Government 
placed a copy of the discussions that took place in the Library of the House ? 

* The Honourable Sir ^IAHOMED US]VIAN : I have not yet received an 
official report of the discussions that have taken place. 

The Honourable Pandit HIRDAY NATH KUNZRU : May we take it,. 
Sir, that when that copy is received it wdll be made available to the Members- ? 

The Honourable Sir MAHOMED UvSMAN : I will have to consider it at the 
proper time. 

Financial Implications of the Establishment of the South East Asia Commani> 

in India. 

110. The Honourable Raja YUVERAJ DUTTA SINGH : (a) WiU Govern- 

ment make a statement relating to the financial implications of the establishment of 
the South East Asia Command In India, in so far as they affect India and the 
manner in which the resources of this country might do devoted in the operations 
to be conducted by this command in India 1 

(b) Is there any truth in the report that His Majesty's Government is pressing the 
Government of India to modify the Tndo-British fhiancial settlement of 1939 ? 
What is the position with regard to this settlement ? 

(c) In view of the fact tl^at the campaign to be conducted by this command 
would bo the concern of inter Allied Governments are Government prepared to resist 
the proposal that India should bear any additional expenditure for the operations of 
this command ? 

The Honourable Mr. C. E. JONES : (a) I would refer the Honourable 
Member to the reply given by His E;Kcellency the Commander-in-Chief to part (c) 
of the Honourable Mr. Kumarsankar Ray Chaudhury's question No. 97 on the 
19th November 1943. 

(6) No proposals have been received from His Majesty’s Government in this 
connection. 

(c) Does not arise. 

The Honourable Mr. HOSSAIN IMAM : May wc ask, Sir, whether the 
present forces on India’s frontier are under His Excellency the Commander-in- 
Chief ’s orders or under the South East Asia Command ? 

The Honourable Mr, C. E. JONES : I have nothing to add, Sir, to the 
information provided by His Excellency the Commander-in-Chief in his reply to 
yesterday’s question to which I have already referred. < 

Transport of rice from Karachi to Bengal by the Scindia Steam Navigation 

Company. 

111. The Honourable Raja YUVERAJ DUTTA SINGH • (a) Will Govern- 
ment state why the vessel berthed by the Scindia Steam Navigation Co. 
at Karachi, to carry foodgrains specially rice to the famine stricken Province of 
Bengal free of freight was allowed to carry only about 1,352 tons, instead of her 
capacity for cargo, w^hich sliould bo over 6,500 tons ? Is it a fact that the Govern- 
ment said that they could not see their way to allow so much quantity of rice and 
foodgrains to be shipped by tliis vessel ? If so, why ? 

(6) Is it a fact that the bulk of the cargo was consigned to the Director of Civil 
Supplies, Bengal, and the balance to the Ram Krishna Mission, Calcutta, and nothing 
was allowed to be consigned to Dr. S. P. Mookerjee, to whom the vessel was offered ? 
jf so, why ? . • ■ 

The Honourable Mr. B. R. SEN : (a) It is not a fact that the steamer was 

not allow ed to carry its fiilMoad of foodgrains. On .the contrary, the facts are that 
the Scindia Company wrs unwilling to carry foodgrains to Calcutta which were 
consigned on Government account, or any foodgrains which were not free gifts. 
The value of foodgrains sufficient to fill the ship would have been about 20 lakhs 
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of rupees, and since that amount was not forthcoming as a free gift, the vessel loaded 
about 5,000 tons of commercial cargo for Calcutta and other ports, although the Sind 
Government offered to fill the ship with foodlfrains consigned to the Bengal Govern- 
ment. 

(b) In accordance with general instructions issued by the Government of 
India on the subject, all consignments for charitable organisations ar(^ sent fonnglly 
to the Director of Civil Supplies, Bengal, on account of the charitable organisations 
concerned. According to the information of the Sind Government no grain was 
offered to be consigned by that ship to the gentleman named. 

The Honourable Pandit HIRDAY NATH KUNZRU : Did the Government 
of Sind, or any other authorities, discourage in any way the exjXDrt of grain by the 
'Scindia Steam Navigation Company’s ship to Dr. vSbyama Prasad Mookerjee s Com- 
mittee, that is the Bengal Relief Committee, of which he is Vice-Chairman ? 

The Honourable Mr. B. R. SEN : As I have* said. Sir. according to the 
information of the Sind Government no offer was made to I)r. Shyama Prasad 
Mookerjee. 

The Honourable Mr. HOSSAIN IMAM: Am 1 correct, Sir, in understand- 
ing that the Scindia’s did not agree to carry any foodgrains cxr*epl tree gifts ? 

The Honourable Mr. B. R. SEN : That, is cc*(Te('t. 

The Honourable Mr. HOSSAIN JMAIff : And they advertise so much. 

The HoNOvmABLE Paniht HIRDAY NATH KUNZRU : They said that 
they would charge nothing on wheat which was being sent as a fr<M' gift to Bengal, 
which w^as a perfectly reasonable position to take up. 

The Honourable Mr. HOSSAIN IMAM : But tliey did load the ship with 
other cargoes. 

The Honourable the PRESIDENT : Please don’t go on discussing among 
yourselves. Our time is very valuable. 

Execution of four Indian Civilians as Enemy Agents of Japan. 

112. The HonourabIvE Raja YUVERAJ DUTTA SINGH : Will Govermnent 
make a statement giving details of the four Indian civilian nationals resident 
in Malaya who were recently sent by the Japanese to India for the work of espionage, 
and were condemned to death under the Enemy Agents Ordinance ? Which High 
Court reviewed their cases ? Have special precautions been taken to frustrate such 
designs ? 

The Honourable Mr. E. C’ONRAN-SMITH : As the Honourable Member 
will readily appreciate, it would not be in the interests of security to disclose further 
details than those* that have already appeared in the press concerning these four 
persons and their fifth column task. The Honourable member may rest assured 
that all necessary measures have been taken to conntcr these activities. 

Representation of India at the Empire Air Conference. 

113. The Honourable Raja YUVERAJ DUTTA SINGH : Is it a fact that in 
the Empire Air Conference, which was held in London in October, India was repre- 
sented by Sir Samual Rimganathan, High Commissioner in London, Sir Frederick 
Tymms, and Mr. Ham Rumbold of the India Office ? Was no capable non-official 
Indian available to be included as a member ? 

The Honourable Sir MAHOMED USMAN : India was represented at the 
Conference referred to, by the High Commissioner for India, and Sir Frederick 
Tymms and Mr. Rumbold were associated with him as technical experts. As the 
Conference consisted of official representatives only of the Governments of the United 
Kingdom, Domkiions and India, no question arose of a suitable non-official Indian 
ibeing available. 

^Statement of Mr. Amery regarding utimsATioN of the profits made by the 
Government of Bengal out of the purchases of Wheat. 

114. The Honourable Raja YUVERAJ DUTTA SINGH : (a) Has the 
Mtention of Qovernmeut been drawn to the following statement made by Mr, Amery ^ 
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the Secretary of State for India, in the House of Commons on or, about the 21st 
October 1943, in reply to a question on the food situation in Bengal : — 

“ I understand the Bengal Government did resell grain at a higher price than 
that at which it was obtained from the Punjab ; and that the profite 
made were subsequently devoted to providing food for the poor ’’ ? 

(6) Will Government state what was the amount of profits which accrued 
to the Bengal Government by thus reselling the grain to the mills of Bengal at a 
higher rate ? 

(c) Will Government state whether it is a fact that instead* of spending money 
out of their revenues for “ providing food to the poor,"’ the Bengal Government 
merely devoted the profits whicli they made out of this transaction, for the relief of 
the famine stricken people ? 

(d) Will Government state whether it is a fact that the mills in Bengal to 
which the Bengal Government sold the grain at a higher price, hoarded the grain 
thus obtained or offered it to'ibhe public for sale at a still higher price than that at 
which they had obtained it from the Bengal Government ? 

(c) If the Bengal mills, or others had hoarded the grains what steps have been, 
taken against them for the offence of hoarding ? 

(/) Will Government state what steps they have taken against the Bengal 
Government for profito^^ring, which has been declared to be a criminal act in the 
^ase of private individuals ? 

The Honourable Mr. B. B. SEN : The attention of the Honourable Member 
is invited to the Press Note*, dated 9th October, 1943, published on the subject and 
to Government of India’s Resolution No. F-10 (l)-Seoy./43, dated 3rd Novembeiv 
1943, copies of which are placed on the table. 

GOVERNMENT OF INDIA. 

departmp:nt of food. 

Resolution, 

No. F. 10 (l)-Secy/43. New Delhi, the 3rd November, 1943, 

The Government of India have had under consideration meastyres for ensuring that the retail 
cost of wheat and wheat-products sold to the public in Bengal is reasonable and t})at no undue 
element of profit is included in those prices. It has been recently announced publicly that the 
Government of Bengal have reduced their selling price of wheat to the millers by Rs. 1 -4, and the 
Government of India are satisfied that the reduced selling price fixed by the Bengal Government 
of Rs. 12-12 per maund of wheat sold to the flour Mills in Calcutta is reasonable. 

2. In order to satisfy themselves that there is no excessive element of profit in the prices 
charged for wheat-products at subsequent stages, the Government of India have decided to 
appoint a Committee of Inquiry, consisting of (1) Honourable Mr. Justice H. B. L. Braund,. 
Bar-at-Law, Regional Commissioner (Food), Eastern Region, and (2) Mr. A. L. Cooke, Chief 
Cost Accounts Officer, Supply Finance Department. 

3. The terms of reference to the Committee are as follows : — 

(I) To enquire — 

(a) whether the profit accruing to the flour mills from the production and sale at the 

ex-mill statutory prices of wheat products made from wheat purchased from the 
Government of Bengal is reasonable, having regard to such variations in output 
and other conditions as may from time to time arise and, if not, what adjust- 
ment ought to be made so as to secure a reasonable rate of profit in the interest 
of the public and all partied concerned. 

(b) whether the profit accruing to retailers in the sale at the statutory retail prices of 

wheat products purchased from the mills is reasonable. 

fll) To make recommendations as to the proportions in which atta, flour and bran should 
be produced by the mills in Calcutta out of wheat bought from Government, and 
the respective prices at which they should be sold to the public. 

Sd. W. H. J. CHRISTIlS, 
Deputy Secretary to the Oovernment of India. 

Feeding op the United Nations Armies in India by their respective Countries. 

■ 116. The Honoubable Raja YUVERAJ DUtTA SINGH : In view of the 
critical food situation in differenl) parts of the country, specially in Bengal, and 
also in Bihar, have Government ma^ representations to the British Government 

* Not r^jinted. Please^see page 124 of these Debates* 




QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 129 

that the United Nations should feed their own armies in India, and thereby release 
sufficient stock of foodgrains ? If so, wh^ is the result ? 

The Honourable Mr. B. R. SEN : This matter is under the consideration 
of Government of India in consultation with His Majesty’s Government. 

Remark made by Mr. Paul Appleby at the United Nations Food Conference 

AT Hot-spring. # 

116. The Honourable Raja YUVERAJ DUTTA SINGH : Are Government 
aware of the following remark made by Mr. Paul Appleby, Vice-Chairman of the Unit- 
ed States Delegation at the United Nations Food Conference, held at Hot-springs : — 

“ There can be no more powerful force to grip the minds of men than the simple 
thought that the world can and should and must be adequately fed — every one. and 
everywhere ” ? 

In view of the above, will Government state what steps have the U. S. A, 
taken in the way of providing food aqd shipping to relieve the dire distress arising out 
of food shortage and starvation in Bengal, and elsewhere in India ? 

The Honourable Mr. B. R. SEN : (a) Yes. 

(b) The Honourable member is referred to the reply given to his question No. 
79 on the 19th November, 1943. 

Trouble given to Muslim Income-tax payers in Delhi. 

117. The Honourable Mr. HOSSAIN IMAM : Are Government aware that 
the Muslim Tax-payers in Delhi are usually given trouble by the Officers and 
Inspectors of the Income-tax Department ? 

, The Honourable Mr. C. E. JONES : No, Sir. 

Differential treatment in matter of adjournment of Income-tax cases. 

118. The Honourable Mr. HOSSAIN IMAM : Are Government aware that 
the Muslim Tax-payers in Delhi are not given adjournments? Is it a fact that 
other ta^K-payers' are given every facility ? 

The Honourable Mr. C. E. JONES : Government have no reason to believe 
that the same facilities are not being given to Muslim Tax -payers as to other tax- 
payers. 

The Honourable Mr. HOSSAIN IMAM : Will Government ask for infer- 
mation from the Department concerned ? 

The Honourable Mr. C. E. JONES t We have already asked for information, 
Sir, and so far as we can gather there is no basis whatsoever for the insinuations 
contained in these two questions.. 

Resignation by Mr. Blair of his appointment of Chief Secretary, Bengal. 

no: The Honourable Raja YUVERAJ DUTTA SINGH: Is it a fact that 
Mr. Blair who was Chief Secretaiy to the Bengal Government had to resign his office ? 
If so, what were the circumstances under which he had to resign ? 

The Honourable Mr. E. CONRAN-SMITH : No. The second part of the 
question does not arise. 

Number op persons arrested and detained in Delhi under the Defence 

OF India Rules. 

120. The Honourable Pandit HIRDAY NATH KUNZRU : WiU Govern- 
ment state— 

(а) the number of persons arrested in Delhi and detained under (i) Rule 26 and 

(ii) Rule 129 of the D. 1. R. from the 9th August; 1942, to the end of October, 1943 ; 
and • 

(б) the number of persons convicted in Delhi under' (i) the D. 1. R. and (ii) 
the Cr. P. C. for political offences during the same period ? 

The Honourable Mr. E. COi^RAN-SMITH : (a) 164 persons were arrested 
under Defence Rule 129 during the period 9th August, 1942, to 16th October, 1943, 
the latest date up to which information is available. Out of this total, 73 persons 
were subsequently detained under Defence Rule 26, the remaining 91 being detained 
under Defence Rule 129 for varying periods not exceeding two months. In addi- 
tion 32 persons were arrested and detained ^t once under Rule 26. 
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(6) Government do not recognise the term ‘‘ Political offences The number 
of persons convicted under the Defence^f India Rules in connection with the dis- 
turbances during the above period was 66. Convictions in connection with those 
disturbances during this period under all laws other than the Defence of India Rules 
totalled 643. Such of these persons as were convicted of offences not involving 
violence have been classified as “ Civil Disturbance Prisoners, 1942 a special 
class cieatcd for them by the Punjab Government. Such as were convicted of 
offences involving violence are, however, treated as ordinary convicted prisoners 
and have been classified accordingly. 

Place of detention of Defence of India Rule prisoners of Delhi. 

121. The Honourable Pandit HIRDAY NATH KUNZRU : (i) Will Gov- 
ernment state wJiether it is a fact — 

(a) that all or nearly all the persons detained by the Delhi Administration 
under Rule 26 of the D. I. R. are kept in the Punjab jails and that the nearest jail 
used for this purpose is at Ferozeiiore ; 

(b) that in Ferozepore they are kept in the camp jail which is meant for C 
class prisoners ; and 

(c) that there are no covered baths in this jail and that the latrine arrange- 
ments are such as to secure no privacy ? 

(ii) If the ansAvers to (a), (b) and (c) are in the alfinnative what action do Govern- 
ment propose to take in regard to (b) and (c) ? 

The Honourable Mr. E. CONRAN-SMITH : (a) All security prisoners 
detained by orders made under Defence Rule 26 by the Chief Commissioner are 
transferred to the Punjab to a jail to be determined by the Inspector General of 
Prisons. Such 7)risoncrs as are detained for reasons connected with the Congress 
movement are transferred to the Ferozepore District Jail. 

(6) and (c) I have no information. 

(d) Does not arise. 

The Honourable Pandit HIRDAY NATH KUNZRU : Why hj^ve Gov- 
ermnent no information on this subject ? These people being their prisoners, is 
it not their duty to find out the conditions relating to their detention ? 

The Honourable Mr. E. CONRAN-SMITH : If the Honourable member 
will refer to Defence of India Rule 26, sub-rule {r5), he will find a provision for deter- 
mination of conditions of detention by the Provincial Government in whoso charge 
these security prisoners are placed. In this case, it is the Punjab Government, 
and it is for the Punjab Government to determine the conditions of their detention. 

The Honourable Mr. P. N. SAPRU : These persons are detained by the 
Delhi Administration : why are they being sent to Ferozepore in the Punjab ? 

The Honourable Mr. E. CONRAN-SMITH : I believe, Sir, it is in accord- 
ance with the principles of modern penology that different classes of prisoners should 
be kept in different classes of jails. Such differentiation is not possible in Delhi, 
but it is possible in the Punjab. For that reason these prisoners were sent to the 
Punjab. 

The Honourable Mr. P. N. SAPRU : Why has the Punjab been specially 
selected for these prisoners ? There are other provinces also. Why has the Punjab 
been selected for this purpose ? 

The Honourable Mr. E. CONRAN-SMITH : There are various reasons 
which my Honourable friend himself could probably appreciate. In the first place, 
the Punjab and Delhi jails form one unit ; and, secondly, the Punjab is conveniently 
adjacent . 

T,he Honourable Pandit HIRDAY NATH KUNZRU : With regard to 
part (b) of my question, may I ask the Honourable member whether it is not the 
duty of the Government of India to find out whether prisoners classed as A and B 
are kept in jails wliich are meant for C class prisoners ? 

The Honourable ]Mb. E. CONRAN-SMITH : I have ilready answered that 
question. It is the business of the Punjab Government, and not of the Central 
Government, to determine the jails in which these prisoners are kept and the condi- 
tions of their detention, and the Government of India are .satisfi^ that the condi- 
tions in the case of the Punjab are'reaSbnably suitable. 
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The Honourable Pandit HIRDAY NATH KUNZRU : Are Government 
aware of the conditions prevailing in the Fer|)zepore Jail ? The point of the ques- 
tion is that the Punjab Government should not have the power to treat A and B 
class prisoners as C class prisoners merely because under Defence of India Rule 26 
they have the power to determine the conditions under v/hich a detenu shall be 
kept. 

The Honourable Mr.- E. CONRAN-SMITH : The classification of pri^ners 
is a matter which lias been the subject of correspondence between the Central Gov- 
ernment and the Provincial Government, and substantial agreement has been 
reached as regards that classification. As the Honourable member is aware, in the 
case of Central Government prisoners and in the case of many provinces this parti- 
cular dass of security prisoner is kept in a separate class, and there are separate 
conditions laid down for their detention. The Government of India have no reason 
to suppose that those conditions are other than suitable. I cannot undertake to 
make inquiries about individual complaints as regards such things as baths and 
other amenities. 

CLASSIFICATIoir OF DEFENCE OF INDIA RULE PRISONERS UF DeLIII. 

122. The Honourable Pandit HIRDAY NATH KUNZRU : (a)Will Govern- 
ment state whether it is a fact that some of the persons arrested and detained under 
Rule 26 of the D. I. Li. by the Delhi Administration after the 9th August, 1942 were 
classified as Security Prisoners class I and the rest as class TI Security Prisoners ? 

(6) Is it a fact that so long as they remained in the Distri<jt Jail, Delhi, they 
were treated as such and allowed all the privileges of Security Prisoners ? 

(c) Is it also a fact that soon after their transfer to the Punjab jails these 
privileges were withdrawn ? If so, why ? 

(d) Was this fact brought to the notice of the Chief Commissioner, Delhi, tele- 
graphically by some of the detenus soon after thc'ir privileges were withdrawn in 
September, 1942 ? If so, what action did ho take in the matter ? 

(e) What action do Government propose to take now to redress the grievances 
of the detenus ? Do they propose to ask the Punjab Grovernment to accord to them 
the rights they are entitled to or transfer them back to the District Jail, Delhi ? 

The Honourable Mr. E. CONRAN-SMITH : (a) This is correct up to 
September 5th, 1942. From that date, liowcver, in accordance with the orders of 
the Government of India, security prisoiU'rs dciiaincd in Delhi in connection with the 
Congress movement were placed in a single special (;lass. 

(6) Security prisoners detained in tlic D(‘lhi District Jail are treated in accord- 
ance with the Central Government Security Prisoners Order, 1942, and instructions 
issued thereunder from time to time. 

(c) Central Government security prisoners detained in a Province arc treated 
accoixiing to the rules current in that Province. There are certain differences of 
detail between the treatment accorded under the Central Government Security, 
Prisoners Order and the Punjab Governments rules, but I am satisfied that the 
treatment in matters of principle is substantially the same. 

id) Yes. The Chief Commissioner informecl the prisoners that their conditions 
of detention were to be determined by the Punjab Government. 

(e) As for the first part I do not admit that there arc legitimate grievances : 
the latter part does not arise. 

The Honourable Pandit HIRDAY IsTATH KUNZRU : With regard, to 
part (c) of the question, may I inquire whether the prisoners are allowed to inter- 
view persons and to write and receive letters, and to receive books and newspapers, 
as security prisoners detained under the orders of the Government of India in Delhi 
are ? ^ 

The Honourable Mr. E. CONRAN-SMITH : May I point out to the Honour- 
able member that the supplementary question which he has now' put is covered by 
later questions which I am answering this morning 1 

Supply of Indian, newspapers to Defence of India Rule prisoners 

OP Delhi. 

123. The Honourable Pandit HIRDAY NATH KUNZRU: (a) Will Govern- 
ment state whether it is a fact that the Delhi detenus detained under Rule 26 of the 
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D. I. R. who are at present in the Punjab jails are not allowed to receiw any news* 
paper published at Delhi except the “ S^a-tesman ” although the “ Hindustan Times* V 
the daily** Tej ” and the “ VirArjuna ” ate allowed to the detenus in the District 
Jail, D^lhi ? If so, will Gk)vernjnent take steps to have this restriction removed ? 

(b) Is it a fact that a written application made some time ago by Lala 
Deshbandhu Gupta for permission to get the “ Hindustan Times ”, the “ Tej ” and 
some British and American periodicals including the “ Nation and Statesman 
and “ Foreign Affairs ” at his own cost was rejected ? If so, why ? • Do Govern- 
ment propose to take suitable action to enable him to got the above-mentioned 
papers ? 

The Honourable Mr. E. CONRAN-SMITH : (a) and (6) I have no infor- 
mation on these matters which are for the Punjab Government. All I know is that 
the Punjab Government do allow newspapers. 

The Honourable Pandit HIRDAY NATH KUNZRU : With regard to the 
Honourable Member’s reply to my supplementary question to Question No. 122,. 
may I point out that the previous question that I asked related to a number of 
privileges and not merely to the receipt of newspapers ? 

The Honourable Mr. E. CONRAN-8MITH : I do not think the Honour- 
able member heard my reply. I said I was covering those points in answer to later 
questions — not to the succeeding question. 

The Honourable Pandit HIRDAY NATH KUNZRU : As regards part (5), 
is there any reason why a prisoner who is willing to pay for a periodical should not 
be allowed to receive it so long as the periodical is not regarded as objectionable by 
the authorities ? 

The Honourable Mr. E. CONRAN-SMITH : P have tried to make it clear 
already that in these matters of detail the Central Government do not feel justified 
in interfering with the discretion of Provincial Government to fix conditions. They 
have allow’d! newspapers. It will not be proper for the Government of India to* 
prescribe what newspapers they should allow. 

' Privileges of Security Prisoners. 

124. The Honourable Pandit HIRDAY NATH KUNZRU : (a) Are security^ 
prisoners allowed newspapers, books and interviews in all provinces ? If not 
what are the provinces in which they are not allowed all or any of these privileges ? 

(6) Are interviews alio wed in the case of security prisoners in the U. P. ? Are 
they allowed to write letters to their relatives or friends on domestic matters ? If 
so, how^ many hitters per w'^eek can they send and receive ? 

The Honourable Mr. E. CONRAN-SMITH : (a) Newspapers and books are 
allowed to security prisoners in all Provinces. Interviews are ordinarily allowed to 
all Classes of security prisoners except In the Punjab and the United Provinces. In 
the former Province they are not allowed to Congress security prisoners. In the 
' latter Province they were, except in special cases, refused to all classes of security 
prisoners, but I understand that the question is at present under further examination 
by the Provincial Government. 

(h) I have explained the position with regard to interviews in the United Pro- 
vinces. Security prisoners in that Province may write an^ receive one letter per 
month on domestic matters. 

The Honourable Pandit HlflDAY NATH KUNZRU : Do Government 
mean, in view of the intention expressed by them some time ago to secure uniformity 
in respect of the rules relating to detenus, to persuade the Government of the United 
Provinces to make the rules relating to the writing of letters to, relatives or friends on 
domestic matters as liberal as those made by the Government of India themselves ? 

The Honourable Mr. E. CONRAN-SMITH : It is a fact ^at substantial 
uniformity has been achieved as between the Centre and the Provinces on these 
matters. As regards the conditions in the United Provinces especially in regard to 
correspondence, the matter is at present the subject of correspondence between the 
Central Government and the Government of the United Provinces. 

The Honourable Pandit HIRDAY NATH KUNZRU : With regard to part 
(a), the refusal of the Punjab Government to allow Congress security prisoners to 
have interviews, is that matter too iftider correspondence ? 
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The Honourable Mb. E. CONRAN-SMITH : No, Sir. Government have not 
regarded the matter of interviews as a large question of principle, and they are not, . 
therefore, pursuing the question with the Punjab. I may add that interviews are 
allowed with legal advisers under certain conditions. 

Placing of rules relating to Security Prisoners in the Council Library. 

125. The Honourable Pandit HIRDAY NATH KUNZRU':(a) With reference 
the reply given by Government to my question No. 76 on the 4th August, lS(i3, will 
Government state whether they have placed the rules relating to security prisoners 
made by those Provincial Governments which do not treat them as confidential in 
the Council Library? 

(b) Have Government been able to secure the consent of the other Provincial 
Governments to the placing of the rules made by them with regard to their security 
prisoners in the Council Library ? 

The Honourable Mr. E. CONRAN-SMITH : (a) and (6) after due considera- 
tion, the Government of India have come to the conclusion that it would not be 
appropriate to place in the Library of the Central Legislature copies of the Rules and . 
Orders made by Provincial Governments. 

The Honourable Pandit HIRDAY NATH KUNZllU : What is the objec- 
tion tf) placing the rules of those Governments in the Council Library which do not 
treat them as confidential. 

The Honourable Mr. E. CONRAN-SMITH : Government feel. Sir, that it is . 
doubtfully appropriate for them to place in the Library of tlio Central Legislature 
rules made by Provincial Governments. Moreover in so far as in present circum- 
stances some Provincial Governments treat their rules as contidential and others 
alio w publication, the Government of India feel it would be still more inappropriate 
to place the rules of one set of Provinces in the Library of the House and not of all 
of them. 

The Honourable Pandit HIRDAY NATH KUNZRU : Why should Mem- 
bers of the Legislature, because of the refusal of certain Governments to. publish the 
rules made by them in regard to security prisoners, be denied an opportunity of 
knowing the rules made by the other Governments which have made them public or 
w'hich at any rate do not treat them as secret. 

The Honourable Mr. E. CONRAN-SMITH : I have explained the reason for 
that; Sir. 

The Honourable Pandit HIRDAY NATH KUNZRU : What are the con- 
siderations which made the Government of India think that they should not allow 
us to know even the rules of those Provinces which have no objection to their being 
published. 

The Honourable Mr. E. CONRAN-SMITH : It is not a question of the Gov- 
ernment of India not allowing Honourable Members to know. It is a question of 
placing in the Library of the House rules made by Provincial Governments. 

The Honourable Pandit HIRDAY NATH KUNZRU : How else are we to 
know those rules unless a copy is placed in the Library of the House. 

The Honourable Mr. E. CONRAN-SMITH : I will leave that to the Honour- 
able Member. If they are published, I presume they are obtainable in the Province. 

The Honourable Pandit HIRDAY NATH KUNZRU : The Government of 
India have placed a copy of the rules relating to security prisoners in the Libraf y but 
I understand that they are not available on sale. There may be a similar practice in 
the Provinces. How can we get them unless copies are placed in our Library ? 

The Honourable Mr. E. CONRAN-SMITH : I would suggest that the 
Honourable Member should address the Provincial Government concerned. • 

The Honourable Pandit HIRDAY NATH KUNZRU: Why should we 
address the Provincial Governments when the rules under which the Provincial 
Governments are arresting persons and making orders for their detention have been 
made by the Government of India. , Why should any Member of the House be 
asked to approach any othej; Government in order to obtain information on a ques-- 
tion of public importance which concerns the whole of India. 

(No answer.) 



MOTION RE FOOD SITUATION— 

The Hono0rable the PRESIDENT : The debate will now be resumed on 
"the Food Motion. But before the debate begins I must point out to the House that 
yesterday and today several Honourable Members of this House came to see me and 
complained that the time available will not permit me to give them an opportunity 
of speaking. They said it would not be fair on my part not to allow them to sp3ak 
on an important occasion like this. I quite agreed with them. I think the Honour- 
able Mf^mbers from Assam and Bengal have certainly a preferential right to speak 
on the Motion than any other Honourable Member. At the same time I am of opinion 
that this debate should not be monopolised by a few leading Members of the House 
but that I should give a fair opportunity to every Member to speak. I have, there- 
fore finally decided most reluctantly to introduce for today a time limit of 15 minutes 
for each Honourable Member. I do so with considerable hesitation as I have allowed 
some Honourable Members yesterday to speak at length, but I find that I liave no 
alternative but to submit to the desire of other Honourable Members in all fairness. 

Another matter which I want to point out is this. Today is the last day. As 
far as I am concerned, I am prepared to sit till 6 O’ Clock or even later if the Council 
wishes. I shall give every Honourable Member an opportunity of speaking on this 
motion. This motion will bo debated again 6n Tuesday but we shall have very little 
time on that day because I understand that 4 Members of the Government of India 
desire to speak on that day and each of them will entitled to speak for half an hour 
at least. As regards the Honourable Mr. Sen, who bears the burden of this motion, 
I shall have to give him at least an hour to an >w(a‘ all the questions raised as he was 
present throughout this debate. He will have to be given an opportunity of answer- 
ing all questions on behalf of Government. I hope that Honourable Members will 
help me in order that the debate may be completed in time, I request that there 
should be no interruptions when Honourable Members are speaking in oi*der to save 
time. 

The Honourable Mr. R. H. PARKER (Bombay Chamber of Conierce) : Mr. 
President, Sir, the Honourable Mr. Sapru reminded me the other day tliat it was the 
European Group in the Central Legislature Avho first urged upon Government the 
importance of being prepared to meet the sliortage of food, which it seemed might 
occur. In particular wc asked Government to have one Minister in charge of Food 
policy, and nothing else. This was many moons ago. I do not suggest that (‘ither 
recrimination or criticism, unless it is of a constructive kind, is of much value a t this 
stage. I feel that the Central Government has missed a great opportunity of de- 
monstrating the utility of rationing by not instituting a scheme in Delhi Proviueo. 
They should there have given an example of how rationing should be applied in a 
land of plenty. It would, I think, have been of great advantage to the Members of 
the Central Legislature to have had the opportunity of seeing rationing being carried 
out in Delhi. 

Unfortunately the Food problem is not only a short term problem, it is a long 
term problem, with which wc arc likely to be faced for a considerable number of years 
after the war. It is not only a long term problem, but it is a world wide problem. 
TJieoretically at any rate, a oonntry such as India with a comparatively small per- 
centage of defic it should not have to rely on other countries for food, certainly not 
for grain. Either by increasing production, or decreasing consumption, it is our 
duty to balance our account. As it is necessary to plan for years ahead, it is by no 
means too late for Goverjiment to int]joduce rationing in Delhi as an example, and 
I hope that they will do so, and that those of us who are here in the next Budget 
Session, will be able to get some idea of its working. Those of us who come from 
Bombay, have had the good fortune to lee a rationing system which has been a great 
success. 

It is useless to expect that life in circumstances which make rationing necessary, 
•can be as pleasant as normally it would be in ordinary circumstan^pes. Such dis- 
advantages as there are in Bombay under the rationing system are very small com- 
pared with the serious state of afiairs in some other parts of the country where no 
rationii^ has been introduced. We have every reason to bd extremely grateful to 
. Sir Roger Lumley, the ea;-Govemor of Bombay, Mr. H. F. Knight his Adviser, and 
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Mr. Gorawala, the Secretary concerned, for the production and the application of a 
plan which has undoubtedly saved Bombay, a deficit Province, from a very serious, 
catastrophe. 

I w’ould like to take this opportunity^ of making a sliort personal explanation. 
I have been referred to both in the Press and in another place, as an honest Briton 
who has confessed to the crime of hoarding. I plead guilty to the accusation of 
honesty, but not to the crime of lioarding. 

The kind of lioarding to which I made reference in this House when we last dis- 
cussed this subject, was the very nc'^essary and proper organization of food Supplies 
for employees. My reason for mentioning it in connection with hoarding was tliat 
the mere fact that employers did as I did and bought, say, a month’s supply for some 
thousands of people in advance, gave the impression that large amounts were being 
boug^it, larger amounts than would normally be taken off* the market in big quanti- 
ties, but in the result, this did not lead to any greater consumption or to any loss of 
supplif's for other persons ; in fact it merely brought about a more economic and 
satisfac ^ory basis of supplies for the workers, tJian could .otherwise have existed. 
Generally sjieaking, it made it possible for employees to obtain better food at lower 
pri(^es, and the waste of time which would otherwise have occurred in obtaining their 
supplies, was eliminated. The pity is that Government failed to do for the people- 
generally what certain employers did do for their employees. 

All of us can help a little in reducing consumption — Indians, by reducing the 
amount of foodgrains which they consume, and Europeans, by omitting rice in parti- 
cular, from their menus altogether. 

There is one recommendation which I made on a previous occasion, and which 
I would like to repeat now. I draw the attention of Government to the dual ad- 
vantages of the system followed in England, of Government bearing a part of the 
cost of food supplies out of public revenues. I am sorry that this has not been done 
more in India. It is a system which goes a long w^ay to deal wdth two of the more 
serious problems of the j^resent war, viz., the high cost of living, more especially for 
the poor, and the danger of inflation. Bengafs duty to keep price to public down. 
I think this is one of tlie main defects of the Bengal organisation. I think that if the 
Bengal Government had done as I say they ought to have done, gone into the market 
and obtained supplies and if necessary sold them at a loss to make sure that even the- 
poorest man could get his ration at a reasonable price, we w^ould not have had these 
tragic events in Bengal. 

Another thing which I have mentioned in the past and which I w ant to mention 
again because it does not seem to have received proper attention is the infliction of' 
really considerable penalties on those who offend in these matters. 1 think that if 
necessary there ought to be minimum penalties laid dovui in Ordinances and those 
ought to be applied. 

The Honourable Sir DAVID DEVADOSS (Nominated Non-Official) : Con- 
fiscation w'ould have been better. 

The Honourable Mr. R. H. PARKER : That may be one of theii>. J think 
w^e have every reason to feel great confidence in the immediate future. We have a 
Food Member. He is dealing w^ith the Gregory Committee Report which has led him 
to many good conclusions. 1 think one of the great things he has done is the freezing 
of the grain w hich was pledged to banks. I think that is a most important thing. 
Then we have the military aid. I think between these we may look forward to a 
very much better future. 

The Honourable the PRESIDENT* (to the Honourable Mr. R. H. Parker) : 
Will you speak also on j'our amendment ? You may not have another opportunity 
of speaking. 

The Honourable Mr. R. H. PARKER : Sir, I think that my amendment 
speaks for itself. We do want an enquiry ; we want a really first das,** enquiry. 
But w e arc very anxious that nothing should be done to interfere wnth Government’s 
work in connection with the present immediate situation. 

The Honourable Mr. KUMAR SANKAR RAY CHAUDHURY (East Bengal: 
Non-Muhammadan): Sir, the statement made by the Honourable Mr. B. R. Sen 

has lucidly placed before us the activities of the Central Government, but what we 
learn from it is that the Central Government has been consulting the Provincial. 
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< Government from time to time and issuing various instructions which could not be 
. carried out fully and had to be withdrawn or altered very frequently. The Provin- 
cial Government of Bengal also had fron^time to time been issuing various control- 
ling orders about rationing, fixing of price and for punishing those who violated them, 
but both of them did hardly do anything to relievo actual distress. They were on 
,the contrary engaged in trying to throw the blame upon one another alleging corrup- 
.'tipn and profiteering. There was hardly any co-ordination amongst the members 
. of the Government of India themselves. While the Member in charge of Agriculture 
was welcoming with joy the continued rise of prices of the food crops as it tended to 
put more money into the hands of the poor agriculturists, his colleague of the Food 
Department has been by his vacillating policy from time to time forcing the culti- 
vator to sell at lower prices and enabling profiteers and the Central and Local 
‘ Governments to make profit out of it. One instance of such a case has been given 
by my Honourable friend Mr, Sri Narain Mahtha and I will give another. The. 
Bengal Government by raising a false cry of hoarding went about on a searching 
campaign through the villages which compelled what little stocks the villagers had 
to be sold away for lower price for th6 profiteer’s benefit. Wheii matters took a 
serious turn the Central Government could only scrape something from the provinces 
and send them to the famine areas. But this was not much till His Excellency 
Lord Wavell unlike his predecessor went to the locality and arranged for some 
supply from outside India and from the military store, and for facility of trans- 
port so long almost monopolised by the Army. We do not ks yet know what will be 
the amount of help received from these sources, but under the exigency of war, 
I am afraid, we cannot expect it to be sufficient to enable as to tide over the 
critical time before us specially considering the unsympathetic attitude of 
Mr. Amery towards granting enough shipping facilities for carrying food grains to 
Ihdia. Although ships are employed freely for carrying goods to war zones and 
territories occupied by friendly neutrals for civil purposes they can not be diverted 
to bring food for the famished people of India whose resources have been depleted 
to supply the needs of those countries and war requirements. And even when the 
people of India are dying for want of food, they must still supply the needs of Persia 
and other neutral Countries setting on the fence. They must also contribute towards 
the expenses of the global war which, so far as wo are concerned, is I am afraid to 
think not meant to be confined to this terrestrial globe, but extends to other globes 
where we are fast proceeding through starvation and death. 

I now come to the causes of all this misery that has befallen India. The imme- 
diate causes no doubt are the several floods, cyclones and failure of rains the effects 
of which have hitherto been sought to be minimised by the Government, by the 
suppression of all news of distress prevailing in the town for fear of the real cause 
being exposed. It is the persistent drainage of the resources of India under an 
unsympathetic foreign rule highly aggravated by the exigencies of the war. While 
every belligerent country looked after and arranged for the needs of their civil 
population, India did nothing beyond starting a food department and passing it from 
one hand ta another. There was no genuine intention behind it to look to the needs 
of the civil population and when distress appeared Government officials in the 
mofussil openly declared that as the people had non-co-operated they had no right 
to look to Government for help. Even now Mr. Amery advances over population as 
one of the causes of the famine and his subordinates take up the cue and state that 
some people must need die to relieve the acuteness of the situation. War means 
and involves the use of dictatorial powers and when war was declared by the Gov- 
ernment of India against the will of her people congress foresaid what was coming, 
viz., that foreign dictatorship in its state of unpreparedness for the war would sap 
the resources of India and drain her dry as hay. 

We have received thanks from all quarters for all we have done, and are receiv- 
ing offers*^ of help from them for which we also are very thankful, but Mr. Amery 
says he is not in a proper position to utilise these helps very much for want of ship- 
ping although there was no dearth of shipping when help to other countries was 
rendered by India and although the submarine menace has almost disappeared now 
because the succour of India is not a war measure although the enemy is at the gate 
. of India’s eastern frontier where distress is very acute. 



FOOD situation. 137 

Well the Congress shook oiF their hands of all responsibility. But as happens 
in all countries beset with ill luck men are available to fill gaps. The Muslims as 
the favourite wives remained fohdly attached and the Hindu Mahasabha as the 
discarded wife was zealous and afraid of retirinij from the field, the Liberals remained 
as helpless onlookers, but one by one disillusionment is coming to them. Dr. Syania 
Prasad Mukherjee could not tolerate the dictatorship of the Bengal Governor and 
resigned when distress due to Contai flood was sought to be minimised and suppressed, 
Alla Bux and Fazlul Huq were chucked off because they were offering obstacles to 
-the policy of divide and rule by seeking Hindu co-operation. ^ 

To the Muslim League Ministry set up to advance the claim of British t^akistan 
now falls the ignominy of establishing the failure of provincial autonomy and the 
Suhrawardys must soon share their fate as they try to lay the blame of what they are 
doing upon the heads of the Government and the permanent officials of whom they 
are the subservient slaves. I now come to the remedies, I think should be adopted. 
They are : — • ' ‘ 

(1) All profiteering should be stopped not only of tln^ traders, but of the 
Governments both Central and Provincial as well. 

(a) The producers should be allowed to retain as much of their yield as is 

reasonably necessary for all sorts of their needs and get a decent 
price for the balances. 

(b) Traders acting under license from Government both wholesale and retail 

must get the least possible total amount of profit on the price paid 
to the producer and sell to the actual consumer at such profit only. 

(c) Trade to be controlled by local licensing officers aided by local public 

committees who should see that food products sufficient for the local 
non-producing and consuming public should be retained^ in the 
locality before being sent outside. These committees should act 
from below upwards and be under the control of the provincial gov- 
4 ernments acting in consultation with a provincial committee of 

13ublic men so as to enlist public sympathy and confidence. The Gov- 
ernment of India should also with the help of a public committee 
exercise control and supervision over this provincial organisation 
and effect co-ordination between different provinces and controlling 
them using the Income-tax staff if necessary for the purpose. 

' 2. (a) Import of food from outside should be immediately secured by try. 

ing to treat it as a war measure. 

(6) By asking British Government to absolve India from making Contri- 
butions to the war food supply add to the supply of food to other 
countries till condition in India improves. 

3. All industrial centres without distinction of race or religion should be the 

concern of the Central Government and their food supply should be 
arranged as a war measure as they are mostly manufacturing war 
materials and be Charged to the revenues, of India only so far as they 
serve Indian needs. 

4. Enforcing a strict control of price by preventing as much as possible 

competitive buying in the open market at exorbitant prices as they 
have up to now allowed. ^ 

I have repeatedly asked that famine relief should be a central subject as it is 
beyond the resources of the provinces affected and involves not only immediate 
relief but a long standing obligation of rehabilitation and help beyond the powers 
and resources of the province concerned. I am glad that the food member* has 
taken upon himsqjf the responsibility for it. But the programme of work chalked 
out by nim is one of mere co-ordination leaving the responsibility upon the pro- 
vinces and I am afraid now for he will obtain thf3 co-ordination of the other 
members of the Government of India. 
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The Honourable Mr. M. N. DALAL (Bombay : Non-Muhammadan) : Dr. 
Akroyd addressing the Food Conference at Bombay has said that India has never 
been self-sufficient in its requirements of foodgrains and nearly 30 per cent, of tho 
population of India has not been able ±o satisfy its calory requirements. According 
to the President of Bengal National Chamber of Commerce, the second city of the 
British Empire today is4he haunting ground of thousands of half naked and hungry 
people most of whom have come from the mofussil in search of food and shelter to 
the City of Palaces. The grim tragedy that faces Bengal has shown no signs of 
abatement as can be seen from the relief measures taken which do not appear to be 
efficacious. The gravity of this unprecedented misery of the people of India, un- 
known in history for a long time, has be^m broadcast and known all the world over 
by now. It should be noted that ever since the famine started in Bengal almost 
all -the Province's did ovtTything possible to send hel]) in coin and in kind, yet it is 
strangc^ that the Bengal Govermnc'nt has not been able to give so far any satisfac- 
tory explanation regarding the foodstuffs that it has received from the other Pro- 
vinces. At eveiy Stage the Bengal Government has allowed such an increasing rate 
of processing charge as would stagger even the most hardened profiteer. The Bengal 
Ministry actuated by communal pai*tisanshi]) has steadily deteriorated the food 
situation and the Goverrmumt of India are equally responsible for not having an 
ad('quate chock on them and for its thoughtless emphasis on military and other 
requirements in India and abroad and its failure in properly co-ordinating its j>]ans 
and activities so as to protect the legitimate interests of the people at largo. Gov- 
ernment’s haphazard policy regarding price control, lack of uniformity in the ration- 
ing system, delay in introducing rationing in the rural areas, are largely responsible 
in my opinion, for this chaos and confusion. 

The only possible short term method of relieving the distress is by importati^ 
and by equitable distribution. 

The Gregory Committee has recommended, the importation of 1| million tons 
of foodstuffs in the first year and I million tons annually for the succeeding years, 
Now, Sir, taking the present (exigencies in this coimtry into consid(iration, for instance, 
the influx of refugees. Axis prisoners, the imminence of an attack on Burma, pruden- 
tial hoarding, panicky buyiiig, into consideration I do not think that the quantity 
suggested by the Gregory Committee of 1 J million tons is sufficient for a population 
of 400 million. Besides, taking, as I say, into consideration the imminent attack 
12 NOON Burma and the necessary shortage of shipping space, T fear the 

total amount of 1 J million tons will not be arriving in the course 
of the year. However, the present position is that we hav(^ only received 45,000 
tons of whc'at out of which we have given Bengal 35,000 tons. Now, what is left 
over ? I must warn Government that the position in Bombay is far from happy, 
Bombay is not yet out of danger, and if Government do not kc'ep sufficient reserves 
for the other deficit provinces, what has Ixmui the position in Bengal today will be 
our position tomorrow. 

I demand immediate formulation of a scheme for collection and distribution of 
foodgrains from local and outside resources, which will minimise delay in sending 
out foodgrains to the main receiving centres, which,'»in their turn, must, according 
to a careful planning, re-distribute to .sub-centres within their jurisdiction, thus 
covering as quickly as possible the affect(‘d areas throughout the province'. In 
Bengal itself 1 v ould sugg(*st that there should bo no transport of foodgrains from 
the districts to the city of Calcutta. Even now ive hear reports of Government 
ag('nts buying in th(' distiiets, whiA giv(\s the price a sharp rise suddenly in those 
districts. The? maximiuu j)ossible help should be given from Army resources by way 
of temporary relie'f. 

As regards lemg-term planning, an intense and sustained effort should be main- 
tainM to increase' ])roduction in the country itself. The grow more' food campaign 
has practically fizzled out. Dr. Akroyd has himself said that muc|^ enei'gy has been 
wasted on this campaign, and unless we have something in the form of a large land 
army with modern equipment, nothing useful can be^^done. I would recommend 
the giving of subsidies to agricultural producers on a large scale as in the United 
Kingdom and the United States of America. 



FOOD situation. 139 

Mr. President, this country today is passing through a great calamity, but 
jthe vicious spiral of statements and coun^^r- statements seems to be going on 
ithe debacle of the food situation. I only hope wo would stop making long political 
/speeches now. Great issues are not settled by party caucuses, but by a spirit of 
mutual co-operation of the peoples of a great country. Let us therefore forget the 
'Causes of the debacle of the food situation and work in a spirit of co-operation, in a 
union of hearts, so that we may bring immediate relief to the poor, the suffering 
poor the afflicted and the hungry. 

The Honourable Mr. P. N. SAPRU (United Provinces Southern : Non- 
Muhammadan) : Mr. President, I shall give you one promise, and that is that I 
cshall try to be as brief as I can, because the fault lay yesterday with our side and 
we occupied a very great deal of time. 

Sir, the Honourable Mr. Sen has stated in a lucid manner the history of the food 
crisis in Bengal and the steps that the Central Government have taken to avert the 
•orisis. He has referred to the opposition which the Central Government had had to 
meet with from the provinces in the various food conferences which the Central 
Government have held, as a reason why the Central Governmont cannot be htdd 
responsible principally for the food crisis in India. Mr. Sen’s point was that the 
Central Government had been as careful as it could bo, and that it was not in the main 
.responsible for the disaster. Now, if you analyse his stat'^ment, what does it come to ? 
It comes to this. In anticipation of the crisis the Central Governmont convened a 
number of conferences and put forward a number of good, av.nidemically sound sug- 
gestions which, if adopted, would have averted the crisis. The Cv^ntral Go vernra out’s 
defence is that the estimate of the situation that tliey had was corr ect «anu the reme- 
dies they had in mind were the right remedies. Their case is that the policies they 
Lad in view could only have been put into operation with the goodwill of the 
provinces. 

But may T suggest in all humility that this defence leaves the central qu Dstion 
unanswered ? That central question is that from the first day it w.xs clear that the 
provinces had their own views, that they wore fxiling to implemont the policies 
advocated by the Central Government. What did this Government then do to see 
that its policies were executed 1 Did the Crmtral Government approach the Gov- 
ernor General and ask him to exercise his special powers and enforce a common 
policy on the provinces ? Did the Central Government approach the Seoretaby of 
State and ask for his intervention to see that a co.mmon policy was enforced upon 
the country ? They knew that they were playing with the livei of His Mxjosty’s 
subjects. They knew that a great disaster would occur if their policies were not 
implemented. They owed it as agents of His Majesty’s Government to take a firm 
line and say : “ This is what we have been pleading with the provinces. They do 

not listen to us. Please enforce a common policy upon the provinces. ” If the 
Secretary of State or His Majesty’s Government or the Viceroy had under those cir- 
cumstances said : “ We cannot help you. Provincial Autonomy has to be respect- 

ed, even though that Provincial Autonomy is qualified by many reservations and 
.•safeguards ” — if the Secretary of State or the Viceroy had taken that line, then, so 
far as the Members of the Executive Council are concerned, they could have said : 
“ We have done our best. Only we cannot give up our jobs because wo want to stick 
to them. But we have done the best we could and we have failed with the Secretary 
of State. ” That is not the line the Central Gfovernment can take now. Therefore, 
whatever may be the criticisms that one may haVo to utter against the Bengal Gov- 
ernment, whatever may be the criticisms that one may have to make against His 
Majesty’s Governmont, one cannot geUaway from the fact that the Central Govern- 
ment and the Indian Members of the Central Government, paid servants of His 
Majesty’s Government, failed in their duty to inform His Majesty’s Government of 
the real state of affairs — a state of affairs which they say they knew well in advance 
of the provinces. I think they have ill-served His Majesty’s Government. His 
Majesty’s Government have a very gerat deal to account for, but the man on the spot 
has also to account for a very great deal. To expect that men who are not in touch 
with popular opinion will ever take the course of resigning if their views are not folio w- 
»ed is to expect the impossible. Therefore, as I have no particular respect for the 
Central Government, I do not take that lind. 



COUNCIL OF STATE. 


[20th Kov, lM3i 


140 

[ Mr. P. N. Sapru.] 

I will now come to another point.Wk at was the state in which India entered this* 
war ? It has been rightly said by the Honourable Mr. Dalai that we were a self-sufficient 
country only in the sense that a largo number of people were living on the margin 
of subsistence. So far as the population business is concerned, it was a well known 
fact. It was not a new fact. For the last 30 years the population of India had been 
increasing. The Government did little to develop production during all these years. 
According to Dr. Akroyd, as was pointed out by the Honourable Mr. Dalai, 30 per cent, 
of the population lives on the margin of subsistence. The war started in 1939. The 
Food Department in England was created in 1930. Burma was attacked on the 7th* 
December, 1941. The Food Department here did not have a separate Secretary 
until December, 1942. The Common e Member was given charge of it on 3rd May, 
1943. In February Mr. Sarkar resigned and then Mr. Aziz-ul-Huque took charge and 
he then made it over to Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava in August, 1943. Why coaid not 
Government have anticipated that the international situation was deteriorating? 
They knew that appeasement had failed with Germany. Why did they think that 
Japan would not enter the war at any stage ? Why were not precautionary measures 
taken before Japan entered into the war ? Why were not measures taken after the entry 
of Japan to. survey the food situation to arrive at a coherent policy and force that 
coherent policy and see that the “Grow More Food’' campaign was made a success? I 
have been going through the Report of the Gregory Committee. It says in effect that 
the “Grow More Food” campaign cannot be a success unless you have fertilisers and 
agricultural implements. What did the Government of India do to get these ferti- 
lisers in all these years of war ? The Bengal famine occurred in July or August 1943. 
The war started in 1939. What were you doing all these years ? The fact of the 
matter is that you never recognised your responsibility of feeding the civil popula- 
tion. The theory that was advanced was that there must be undcr-consumption 
as if th(jre was over-consumption in tips country. People were suffering from 
malnutrition and you w^anted to use the machinery of price control for seeing 
that there was under-consumption in a country in which 30 per cent, of the people 
were suffering from ipalnutrition. While curreruiy was expanded no effort was made 
to see that the quantity of goods in circulation for civilian consumption was ako^ 
increased. Therefore, it is no use saying that the whole responsibility is with the 
Bengal Government. I was rather surprised yesterday at a remark which the 
Honourable Mr. Hossain Imam, practised parliamentarian that he is, made in de- 
fence of the Honourable Mr. Suhrawardy. The Honourable Mr. Suhrawardy said 
as a matter of fact in May, June or July — I am not sure about the date and I will 
not look into the notes to find the exact date now — that the situation in Bengal was 
quite hopeful . Ho said something to that effecit . The Honourable Mr. Hosoain Imam 
said that he had said it under the orders of th(5 Food Department. A Minister of 
the Crown in a Provincial Government taking his orders from the Food Department I' 

I say that man and the party which supports him do not deserve to bo taken seriously 
into consideration. It is a most contemptible act for a Minister of the Crown to take 
shelter behind the plea that he was acting under superior orders. I can understand^ 
my Honourable friend Mr. Sen, who is a permanent servant, who is not drawn from 
public life, making a statement like that. But I cannot understand a man posii g. 
as a Leader of the Muslim League taking shelter behind the plea, “ I said this be- 
cause I was ordered to say this. ” If he was ordered to say this, the obvious remedy 
was to resign and make known the* facts to the public. 

The Honourable Mr. HOSSAIN IMAM (Bihar and Orissa : Muhammadan) : 
They were made known. It is published in the papers of Delhi. 

The Honourable Mr. P. N. SAPRU : They clung lo office all the same. If 
I am a critic of Mr. Suhrawardy, let me say that I propose to be equally strong 
in my criticism of Mr. Fazlul Huq. Mr. Fazlul Huq says, “ I told the Governor of 
Bengal not to remove these foodstuffs from Bengal and not to use them for army 
purposes, bcause I was anticipating all this trouble. ” It is all right for Mr. FazluP 
Huq to say this after having submitted to the coercive action of Sir John Eerbeit 
to resign the office of Minister. It did not oeeur to him to take the simple line of 
saying, “ Here is the Governor doing this sort of thing with me. I am not going io^ 
tolerate this sort of thing. I wash my hands off — if I may use a vulgar expression— 
the Bengal Ministry. I am publishing* what Sir John Herbert has been doing.’’ ’ 
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The whole story is one of muddle, of bungling, of a desire to stick to office on the part 
of every one concerned in this business. I see very little patriotism in the activities 
either of the old Bengal Ministry or of the** present Bengal Ministry which thinks 
that by sticking to office it will somehow be able to induce the British Government 
to concede the Muslim League demands in a reasonable way. Thcbo people are not a 
self-reliant people. The people of the Muslim League are not people to be relied upon 
to , 

The Honourable Mk. HOSSAIN IMAM : I present to you this newspaper. 

The Honourable Mr. P. N. SAPRU : I will not read this newspaper and 
I will throw it there. 

The Honourable Mr. HOSSAIN IMAM : Slavery is because of this attitude 
of mind. 

The Honourable Mr. P. N. SAPRU : I am mentioning all this to suggest 
that it is not speeches which makes an organisation respected ; it is action which 
makes an organisation respected and I suggest in all serioilsness that there is much 
bluff in the politics of my Honourable friend’s organisation. There is little capacity 
for real organisation or sacrifice and those are the things that matter in the life of 
every community. 

The Honourable Mr. HOSSAIN IML\M : Even bluff is wanting in Liberal 
organisation. 

The Honourable Mr. P. N. SAPRU : Believe me, I am not comihimal.' 
Few people would go further than I would in making an honest and real attempt at 
communal harmony. But I want to face facts as they are and 1 Jiave rm patience 
with timft-servers and with people who think that by supporting this Imperialism, 
or that Imperialism they can achieve independence either for Inclia or for a part of 
India. 

A point which I must emphasise is that for a considerable period the Food 
Department was under the control of the Viceroy and I think I can say this, that it is 
a strange commentary upon a Viceroy who came out with this flourish of trumpet' 
that he is going to do something for the agricultural people that he did not eVCn^ 
care to visit Bengal ; he did not start a relief fund for the suffering people of Bengaf. 
I suppose the desire was that the thing should be done by Lorcl Wavell. I do not 
think that Lord Linlithgow’ could be so inhuman as not to visit Bengal, because 
it did not matter to him what happened to Ihe people of Bengal. I suppose the 
desire was that this successor might get credit for having tlone what he did not do, 
because on the political side there is not much to bo expected. So far as the causes 
are concerned, it has been suggested that inflation is the principal cause. Mr. Amery 
’ now admits that inflation is a contributory cause. But this inflation docs not ex- 
plain the situation in regard to Bengal. There must be some local causes also in 
Bengal and the local causes in Bengal are, apart from natural disasters like cyclones, 
that you have got there a strategic province ; you have got huge armies there, foreign 
armies there ; you have got a large number of evacuees there ; you have got big 
congregations of labour in (Calcutta and other parts. And when these men purchase 
in the market huge stocks they ani the lioarders and the civilian population mubt 
suffer. As a matter of fact purchases were made from the districts and removed to 
Calcutta with the result that the rural population had to sufler. Therefore the real 
hoarders are the Government departments. The real reason is the great wastage in 
army. Food is bought and then it is condemned and it is bought again and this 
process goes on. The real hoarders are the Government departments, the military 
departments and the big employers of labour, British and Indian ; and it is email 
wonder that the cultivator is in a bad plight toda 5 ^ I think it is monstrous to si^ gest 
that the cultivator who just ekes out an existence is hoarding food. But even if 
he were, in a pl>riod of rising prices, on account of the policy you «have followed, 
it would be quite natural for him to do so. He is not certain of the morrow’. There 
is no metallic basis for your currency and if he were to hoard a little, I think it would 
be only human. But I think it is monstrous to suggest that any blame attaches to 
the Indian cultivator. 

Now, Sir, I will just say one thing more. Defence, foreign policy, export and 
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import trade, transport, looking after of evacuees, feeding of armies, currency, these 
are important and vital subjects. They belong to the centre and therefore the 
centre^s responsibility is very very great. Whatever the Provincial Government 
may have done or may not have done, the centre cannot escape responsibility, 
because we are not dealing with a country which is completely federal ; we are dealing 
with country which is quasi-fedoral and we are dealing with a country in which the 
Central Government has got vast powers, powers which determine the nation’s life. 

I would just, like to say a word about the arnan crop. So Far as the aman crop 
is concerned 

The Honourable the PRESIDENT : That is not a new point. 

The Honourable Mr. P. N. SAPRU : I have got a new suggestion. I am 
toUl, Sir, that we are going to have about 10 million toiA. I would say that the past 
alnould be a guide to you. Do not allow the crop to vanish and the watchword of the 
Government should be : we shall control the crop. It is not essential for you to 
purchase the entire erjp. I would suggest that you should divide Bengal into four 
productive zones on th(i basis of rice from an administrative point of view and invite 
tenders from traders for these zones for the purchase of crops in these zones. The 
traders should first be asked to give an estimate of the yield of the crop in the zone, 
then Gov(^rnm(;nt should fix the value per ton for the purchase price to be paid to the 
cultivator. The contractors should be the monopolist purchaser of all crop at the 
price fixed. The contraclor should sell it to local retailers after making good his 
overhead charges. Government should issue coupons to every consumer, both in 
rural and urban areas. I would go further in the direction of rationing than some 
of my friends. I say in Bengal in order to tid(‘ over a temporary crisis, have ration- 
ing in rural areas also because distress there is very great.- 50,000 people are dying 
there. According to th(^ Times of India a million Harijans have died 

The Honourable the PRESIDENT : You (cannot continue. 

The Honourable Mr. P. N. SAPRU : Now, Sir, I shall wind up by saying 
that this is my concrete suggestion. So far as co-operation is concerned that depends 
upon a number of factors. 

The Honourable Col. Sir HISSAMUDDIN BAHADUR (Nominated Non- 
Ofificial) : Mr. President, Sir, I have listened with keen interest to the most lucid and 
illuminating speech of Honourable Mr. B.R. Sen, Director General of Food, giving a 
vivid picture of the steps already taken and proposed to be taken by the Government 
of India, to solve the Food problem ; and also the points of view raised by different 
Honourable Members on this most vital and grave question, i.e., the Food crisis which 
seriously faces certain parts of India — Bengal in particular and Travancore, Cochin, 
Vizagapatam, Orissa and Sind in general. I must confess that whereas the steps 
enumerated by the Government are praiseworthy, the Food Debate has presented 
the expected interest, keenness and combined efforts of different brains for the 
solution of the common problem. The agony of hunger and distress of the people, 
children and womenfolk, really beyond toleration. The loss of life, particularly 
in Bengal, has been appalling. The harrowing details of poverty and sufferings 
appearing in the papers have been heart-rending. 

I am sorry to say that some of the politicians have been busy in making the capi- 
tal of politics out of it, instead of keeping up the public morale and co-operation which 
are most essential to solve the probfem. Whereas the Economists have been de- 
vising their own theories ; the Government have been dijing their duty in tackling it, 
the affected ones have either starvation, death or lingering on. Conferences have 
been held. McotlngvS have been addressed. Funds have been raised. Different 
Aasoeiations have planned their own plans and worked in their own ways. But in 
spite of all human energies, efforts and organization, the vexed question still stares 
us in the face. The authorities have boon active and vigilent but still there is room 
for further efforts and improvements ; and the Government has yet to teU us what 
further steps they intend taking to mitigate the sufferings and put a stop to this state 
of affairs. 

. The prompt action taken by His Excellency Viscount Lord Wavell, immediately 
after the assumption of his high office of Viceroyalty, in personally visiting Bengal and 
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sympathetically touring the afifected areas has greatly touched the feelings of the 
people of India. The Military under the inspiring leadership of our talented hero 
Commander-in-Chief, Gteneral Sir Claude A\lchinleck, who has taken personal keen 
interest, has been most helpful. The Military has rendered most valuable help 
indeed. They have their own quota, with legitimate reserves, and the present 
shortage is not at all attributable to the Army. 

The appointment of Major General Wakely, who is a genuine and syiup3||Jjhetio 
friend of Indians, and whom I have the pleasure of knowing since many many years 
in the N.-W. F. P., to control the transportation arrangements for distribution of 
food grains in collaboration with the Civil Administration, is a very happy choice. 

I am confident that he will do his very best in every possible way. The meivsures 
taken by the Government are commendable indeed. But if at all criticism is to be 
levelled, it should be in the spirit of ponstructive proposals to solve the knotty 
problem. 

Now, Sir, I would like to turn to the real issue before this Honourable House 
and strongly commend to the Government of India some practicable proposals for 
their consideration and adoption, of course, with any m edifications that may be 
deemed necessary to meet the situation according to prevalent circumstances. 

My first and foremost submission is that the price of foodgrti,iiis should be 
controlled in all its aspects, keeping in view the interests of z imindars, who ar e the 
real tillers of the soil. The food grains should be accessible and within purchaseable 
reach of an ordinary man of common means. The price control and rationing 
system exercised in Bhopal State has worked marvellously well. If an everlasting 
arrangement on similar lines is not devised by the Pood Department, o:\ All India 
basis, I am afraid, the famine disease may spread all over India, and victimise the 
other Provinces likewise. 

I must say, and I think I am not wrong in saying so, that besides the hoarders, 
stock and retail dealers, there are lot of very big zamindars who have got hand 
also in raising and maintaining high prices of wheat in India. But their grouse, which 
to a certain extent is justified, is about the high prices they have to pay for essential 
commodities of daily life, which have gone up by 400 to 500 per cent, or even 
more. As such the need for controlling prices of essential commodities of life is 
imperative and should be so worked out and handled that it should not hit any 
particular class at the sacrifice of other. A percentage of profit should be fixed 
between the “ high class business shops, manufacturers, stockists and direct 
importers on the one hand and the “ retail dealers ** on the other, according to 
their over-head expenses, rents, establishments, etc., etc. Any infringement either 
^ by the seller in selling at higher or lower rates or by the buyer in buying as such, 
should be made severely punishable under the Dofenoo of India Act. This, of 
course, is a Provincial affair and its workability and organization should be managed 
by the Provincial Governments, districtwise according to their respective prevalent 
conditions, but should be under the supreme co-ordination of the Central Govern- 
ment. The inspectors in the districts should chock up the stocks to avoid black- 
marketing, but I leave the detailed stops to bo taken to the Food Department. 
These steps should have been taken long ago and are already over-duo but it is 
never too late. As for instance such stops have already been taken in the N.-W. 
F. P. with good results, under the guiding inspiration of H. E. Sir George 
Cunningham, Governor, N.-W. F. P, • 

I have had an opportunity recently of discussing the matter with a high Minis- 
terialist of the Punjab and he was also of the opinion that if the prices of essential 
commodities are fixed and regularised carefully, based on fundamentals of 
economy, the price of wheat will naturally go down to the normal war time price 
level, in the immediate future, * 

Now, Sir, turning again to the availability of wheat, I have no doubt that suffi- 
cient quantities of grains are available, and will be available, with surplus, for the 
whole population of India ; and for the requirements of the Army — Army who are 
serving and sacrificing to protect their Motherland and keep the enemy long way 
off from her soils — if the Food Department in every Province will assess their yearly 
produce in food grains and the quantity required for annual consumption. The 
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surplus should be intimated to the Central Government, who should buy it for pro- 
viding to the deficit areas. This is a sitnple logic and mathematics. No constitu- 
tional quibble should deter it. The whole problem can be solved if the distribution 
is regularised, simplified and equalled. 

My .second submission is that the big zamindans should also bo nominated on the 
conferenc(‘s and meetings to enable them to place their point of view, to safeguard 
their interests and offer solutions of the problems. As I have explained above, the 
zamindars are hard hit by the rising and fluctuating prices of commodities of 
daily requirements. The zamindars should bo taktm into conftdence. His asso- 
ciation in such matters will be of immense ludp towards the proposals to bo im- 
plemented ; aind the hoarding-and black marketing would ceaso with his co-operation 
and intimate lo(;al knowledges The zamindars should bo given duo representation 
on any enquiry committee which the Government may set up now or at any other 
tiriio. 

My third and vital submission and strong recommendation is that the Indian 
States, who have Vrast areas of land lying idle should be provided with tractors to 
encourage the “ Grow More Food Campaign T am sure if this proposal is given 
effect to, in close collaboration with the Jtulers of the States, it will considerably 
ease the situation. The Government should have the right of taking its produce 
direct from the State for Army purposes, etc. 

The Honoukable Sir DAVID DEVADOSS : Sir, it is no good now trying 
to have a post-mortem examination of the causes which have led to the present 
state of things. We must, I think, concentrate our attention upon what is to 
do in order to meet the situation. No doubt we have been saying for some time 
that India is a deficit country so far as food is concerned and we should get food 
from outside. But the Central Government was playing the game which was 
played even in the Garden of Eden. When Adam was asked why he ate the for- 
bidden fruit, he threw the blame upon Eve. So, they have been saying that Pro- 
vincial Autonomy is responsible for this, that and the other. Sir, it is not neces- 
sary now to go into all that. I would make a few suggestions for the purpose of 
increasing the quantity of food that would be available in India. 

First of all, we must consider why there is shortage of food. Even Bengal, 
at least for a generation, had been importing 50,000 tons of rice from Burma, and 
Madras had been importing' more than 140,0C)0 tons of rice from Burma, and also 
getting about 50,000 tons of broken rice from Saigon. Well, all that has been stopped 
now. We have not only to feed oui: own people, but we have to feed a very large 
army, and also a number of refugees who have come from the East and from Burma, 
and also a large number of prisoners who are stationed in this country. Unless we 
make proper arrangements to feed all these people, the situation will grow from bad 
to worse. 

One of the reasons for the rise in prices is the abnormal price paid by the mili- 
tary contractors for purchasing foodgrains. You go wherever you like, and when- 
ever the contractor who supplies food to the military comes along, ^ he is able to 
outbid you. 1 will give one instance. A few months ago, fuel shortage was keenly 
felt in Madras ; even now it is so. With great difficulty the people induced the rail- 
way authorities to allow’ about 20 wagons of firewood to come from the mofussil. 
When the train reached a place about eight miles from Madras, a military contractor 
.comes along and says : ‘‘ What is th^ price you are offered ? ” “ Eighteen rupees 

a ton) ’ “ I will ofler you Rs. 25.” And the whole of the 20 wagons were taken 

aw’ay by the military contractor, and the poor people of Madras had to suffer. What 
I w^ouki .‘^uggest is this. If the military want to buy grain and other foodstuffs and 
other commodities, ask the civil authorities to buy. Do not allow the military 
authortties to buy whatever they like. No doubt the Army has to be fed. The 
Army cannot be allowed to starve, because our very existence deppnds upon the 
W’ell-being of the Army. But, at the same time, there is a way of doing it — ^not 
by huying at exorbitant prices and thereby raising the prices of foodstuffs and other 
things in the country. They talk of inflation. But inflation is only one of the 
reasons. 1 he main reason is the exorbitant price paid by the military contractors. 
What is the good of blaming the producer ? The military contractor comes to him 
and offers a gqod price, and he accepts it.. 
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I will give one instance which I heard only just before I loft Madras. In Madras, 
tlie grow more food campaign was taken advantage of by some people in Kodai- 
'kanal for raising potatoes. They raised potatoes by buying seed potatoes from the 
Agricultural Department of the Madras Gof^ornmcnt at the rate of Rs. 4 or Rs. 4-8 
a maund. After the crop had been raised, what did the Madras Government do ? 
They issued an order that the growers must sell the crop only to licensees. There 
are only three licensees in the whole of Kodaikanal, and the result was that the price 
went down to Rs. 1-8 and Rs. 1-12 a maund. Why should you compel people to 
#oll only to these licensees. They are the profiteers.. I wrote to the Madras Gov- 
ernment — ^the Chief Secretary to the Madras Government — and said : This is 
not proper. You are only helping the profiteers and the smugglers.’* In the 
neighbouring tovn of Madura, potatoes were selling at Rs. 4 and Rs. 4-8 a maund — 
the smugglers were selling at this rate. I got a very nice reply saying that my 
suggestions would receive the consideration of Government. I do not know what 
consideration they have received. I also heard, just before I left, that 50 tons — 
not maunds — of potatoes in Ootacanuind w^ere getting rotten because the con- 
tractors would not pay a decent price. This sort of thing ought to be stopped. 
You must have a co-ordinated arrangement by which all provincr'si can be properly 
.managed. Each province should not be allowed to do what it likes. Potato is a 
perishable crop, and if the sort of thing that 1 have describt'd allowed to go on, a 
lot of waste will result. Therefore, what I say is that the Central Government 
ought to make proper rules for the guidance of the Provincial Governments. Each 
Provincial Government should not be allowed to do what it likes. No doubt, export 
and transport from one province to anothiT can be re^gulatcnl by the Central Govern- 
ment. 

Next I come to the “ Grow More Food ” campaign. This is more or less only 
a propaganda business. Is it easy to grow more food by simply asking people to do 
.it ? You are not a magician. By moving a wand you cannot raise more food. 
It takes a long time. If you want to rais(‘ more food, you must help the ryot as 
we call him, that is, the farmer. He must have first of all seed grain ; secondly, 
he must have plough bulls, and thirdly, he must bring virgin soil under cultivation.' 
All this takes time. You cannot have food by simply saying “ Grow More Food ” 
or by giving money. I would suggest seriously, not light-mindedly, that the reve- 
nue authorities should cultivate food. Why should they not do it ? Instead of 
the Collectors, Sub-Collectors and the TahsUdars being ponfined to writing reports 
and sticking to red tape, burn all the files and make them engage the people in the 
villages to grow more food. Why should they not do it ? This is a war measure. 
This is not going to be done every day. This is not a matter with which we are 
concerned only for one year. If Col. Knox (;an be believed, ho said that the war with 
Japan will go on till 1949, and then even as soon as the war is over, w^o are not going 
to have food immediately. You must proceed by planning for 7 or 8 years at least. 
What provision are you making now for that ? The Central Government has got 
^ne way of getting over all the difficulties. They say “ Import an ext)ert”. Will 
that bring more food i It is suggested that you must have a Royal Commission to 
•examine who was at fault. Supposing you appoint a Royal Commission. It will 
take three years to make a report. As you know, Sir, it is said in England that if 
you want to shelve a subject, appoint a Royal Commission. Suppose you appoint 
.a Royal Commission and it cQmes to the finding that the Central Government is to 
blame or the Local Government is to blame or provincial autonomy is to blame or 
•somebody else is to blame. Is it going to gjve you one lb. or ore ounce of rice <jr 
paddy more than what is available now ? We are wasting our time by discussing 
a lot of things which are of no use. I want the Government to try its very best to 
raise as much food as possible, not by mere propaganda, not by merely saying 
‘‘ Grow more food Of course Punjab has got plenty of food and plenty of land 
and they are doing it. But I come from Madras where people feel keenly thb noces- 
aity for food« Unfortunately there was a flood. Last year wo had no rain owing 
to the failure of the north-east monsoon. This year we had so much rain that there 
was heavy flood in Madras. Would you believe it, Sir, that in the streets of Madras, 
in some places, water rose to a height of 8 feet. Things, people and cattle were 
washed away. That being so, people are suffering everywhere in Madras. Try to 
Taise as mu^ crop as possible. It is no use saying that somebody is to blame. 
This question is not going to be confined to pne year or two years. Till 1949 at least , 
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according to Col. Knox, the war with Japan will go on. Till we get back Burmav 
and the Malay States we shall be in the same condition in which we are now. There- 
fore I suggest in all seriousness that the Central Government should take steps* ta 
see that more food is grown not only here but everywhere throughout the country. 
The question of providing against famine is not a new thing. Nearly 4,()00 years 
ago, a big Emperor was faced with this problem. The Emperor sent for all his 
important Ministers and others but they could not give any advice. Then he sent 
for a young man who came and said, “ Buy up all the grains that are available now 
and store them in various places. When the famine is on the land, then you can 
sell the grains to the people.’’ By so doing he saved not only his country but also 
his neighbouring countries. They say there is going to be a very good crop in Bengal. 
I want Government to buy that crop directly, not through a third person or a licensee 
or a man who is likely to profiteer, not through agencies which would corner and 
then try to make money. But let all the lower officials, the tahsildars, revenue 
inspectors and karnams, i.c., accountants, buy the grain and store it in the mofussiL 
The Honourable Mr. Sen said you must make the people feel confident. How can 
you make the people confident if you take away th<^ grain from the mofussil to central 
places ? Ko(}p them where they are, and when tlu^ time comes, open the depotSj^ 
sell the grain to the people. Make the people fi^el that they will thus be provided 
for. If that is done,' this question of hoarding will not arise. Moreover, this hoard- 
ing is only a bogey trotted out by the Government which has failed to do its duty. 
So far as Madras is concerned, I say there is no hoarding at all. Where is the hoard- 
ing ? Why don’t you go and find out ? Wheri^ are your C. I. D.’s and other police 
officers gone ? Hoarding is not prevalent at all. No doubt in Madras the custom 
is for the landlord to pay the workman in kind. He has got to keep enough in order 
to pay his workmen not only during the harvest season but throughout the year. 
You caiuiot call that hoarding. ' Without that grain he cannot cultivate the land 
next year. There is no such thing as hoarding in Madras. One in 10,000 might hoard,, 
but that is not generally done. This is merely a bogey which is trotted out by the 
Government. Forget all that. You acquire all the produce that is available,, 
whether it bo in Bengal or the N. W. F. P. or Madras, and store it in the places 
where the produce is bought, so that the people may have confidence. That is the 
only way of inducing confidence. Otherwise, the villager cannot bo made to feei 
that he is safe and that he can get grain wheru^ver ho wants. 

The Honourable Mr. HOSSAIN IMAM : What about the urban areas V 
How will you feed them ? 

The Honourable Sir DAVID DEVADOSS : With regard to urban areas^ 
those who have got plenty of money can buy as much as they like. My learned 
friend has only anticipated mo. With regard to the military and other people,, 
you must get from dutsido. As I said in the beginning, India is not able to support 
its own population. We have been importing largo quantities of rice from Burma, 
Saigon and other places. These supplies must be obtained from outside, not only 
foodgrains but also meat and other things. They must come from outside. It ia 
part of the war effort. The same thing will happen if you had this army in somo 
other place, not in India. Won’t you then send your foodgrains there ? There- 
fore, the military people must be fed from outside. Government must make arrange- 
ments for that. The War Offices in England and the United States must make an? 
effort to see that they send grain, food and other things to the army. We are likely 
to have a very big army here. We are going to attack Japan from here, and we 
must make provision for all that. Let the revenue authorities also try to raise some 
grain instead of simply saying “ wo will give you some money You talk of takavi 
loans and agricultural loans. How much of that loan really reaches the ryot V 
Without feeding the revenue inspector and Karnam nothing can bo done. How* 
long does it take ? First the karnam must report, then the revenue inspector — 
am talking of Madras — then the Tahsildar, then the Divisional officer, then the 
Collector and then the matter goes to the Board of Revenue. I think Honourable 
friends from Madras will support me. How long does it take ? In the meantime 
the ryot has to wait with his grain or with whatever he has in order to cultivate* 
the land. It takes months and months. Meantime he ia starving and the country* 
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is starving. Make the Government officials raise grain. Then they will know 
what is the real difficulty in the way of raising grain. I am not saying this in a 
light-minded fashion. I know in Tinnevellv the name of Puckle is revered even 
today. He was Collector of Tinnevelly more than 70 or 80 years ago. There was 
an anicut or dam across one of our rivers and he wanted to construct channels on 
either side to take th(^ water. Under the present ciroumstanct^ with our Land 
Acquisition Act and so on it would take years. What did he do ? Ho went from 
village to village, called all the chief men, the owners of the land, and said “ l^want 
so much space for cutting my channel ; then 1 will give you w atcr and give it at a 
fair rate.” They all consented and within a few months the whole thing w^as over. 
Ho was able to constrict miles and miles of channels very quickly. Why don’t 
you do such things now ? There is red tape in everything and reports and reports 
and files and all these people are being snowed unchT files. They cannot get out 
of them. Being a war measure, you should do sonudhing which wdll really be use- 
ful to the people and not merely talk of this, that and the other. My submission is. 
that the GovernmenlAmust make every effort to see that more grain is grown in this 
country. 

The Honourable the PRESIDENT : T think this will be a convenient time 
to adjourn the House. When we meet after adjcnirmnent ,I will call upon Mr. Ali 
Asgar Khan to address the House and I request all the other Honourable Members '• 
who want to address the House to bo present in the afternot)n because I will give 
everyone an opportunity. The Council will now adjourn till Half past Two. 

The Council then adjourned for Lunch till Half past Two of the Clock. 


The Council re-assembled after Lunch at Half past Two of the Clock, the- 
Honourable the President in the Chair. 

♦The Honourable Maulvi ALI ASGAR KHAN (Assam : Muhammadan): 
Sir, the food situation of the country, especially of Bengal 

The Honourable the PRESIDENT : Please speak a little louder. 

♦The Honourable Maulvi ALI ASGAR KHAN : ^has been discussed at 

full length and Government have been quite incompetent to tackle the situation. 
If they had a little foresight the situation would have been far better. In Euro- 
pean countries where war is raging with full vigour people are net dying of starva- 
tion but here the condition is quite different. People are dying in thousands in 
Bengal every day. As soon as Burma was cut off Government should havt^ made 
arrangements for supplying food to Bengal but they did not take immediate steps 
and sat quite idle and when famine broke out in the country Government became * 
alert and are trying to make hasty arrangements to avert the danger. Even now 
we are looking forward on Burma, that we will get food when Burma will bo re- 
conquered and till then let our people die, when we can make up this deficit later on. 
Government are spending money but they could not discharge their duty to the 
population. If this situation had taken place in any other European country they 
would have had to vacate their office immediately and face a public trial. I 
asked questions about the figure of the death roll from starvation in Bengal but 
the Government could not give the said figure and this shows that they have not 
got any record of the death roll. If so many thousanda of people have died in Calcutta 
city; the figure of death in the countryside woujd be very high. In my estima- 
tion death roll has approached nearly a million now in Bengal. To meet the prwent 
situation Government are sending foodgrains to Bengal from different Provinces 
and they have imported the same from the foreign countries. The Government’ 
are pinning their hope on the aman crop that this will to a great extent relieve the 
present distress in the country but all these are makeshifts and temporary arrange- 
ments. Government have not up till now taken any steps to remove the present 
deficit of about 1,750,000 tons permanently and unless that is done the same thing 
may happen over again. 


^Speech noi corrected by the Honourable Member. 
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Sir, I put a question about the forest areas bring made arailablo for cultivation, 
but the Honourable Member in charge|.of Land said that forest is a national asset 
and if the same is devastated there will be changes in climate and the natural 
'drainage of the country will be dislocated to the great disadvantage of the public, 
and thus discouraged the proposal. The Honourable Member has not yet visited 
my Province. I would ask him to make a tour of Assam and see for himself the vast 
area rf cultivable land lying fallow there. I have repeatedly brought before this 
House the proposal of settlement of land in my Province. There are more than 
2 million acres of land lying there which could easily bo given for sottlomont. 
This would bring a land tax to the amount of Rs. 1 J million to the coffers of the 
Assam Government 

Tub HoNOtruABLB Ma. HOSSAIN IMAM : How much ? 

♦Tub Honourable Maulvi ALI ASGAR KHAN : IJ million of rupees. 

— and landless and homeless people will settle down to cultivate this area. If there 
is an outturn of 1 ton of rice per acre there would be 1 million tons of rice available 
from this area and the present deficit will bo nearly covered. But if this proposal 
were put to the Government they would say it is a provincial matter of the Assam 
Government, but when the Government of India is faced with a difficult problem 
such as the food problem will they not ask the Assam Government to settle this 
vast area so that this all India food problem is solved to our best advantge ? 
Perhaps Government have never thought on this lino before. I cannot und(^rstand 
such negligence when people are dying for food. I would tlu^refore ask the Govern- 
ment to draw up a scheme and direct the Government of Assiim to settle down this 
vast area as a result of which homeless starving people will get food and houses for 
themselves and the Assam Government would be benefited to the extent of IJ 
million of rupees as land revenue for their deficit province. 

In the conclusion of my speech I must say, Sir, that our Government does not 
at all care what happens to our people, whether they live or die. 

With these words, Sir, I resume my seat. 

The Honourable Raja YUVERAJ DU’ITA SINGH (United Provinces Cen- 
tral : Non-Muhammadan) : Sir, some Honourable Members have already spoken 
pn this subject, and many will undoubtedly sp(iak on it with greater authority, and 
so I shall be very brief in rny remarks. The food problem is an emergent problem, 
and calls for immediate solution. The situation in the country is fast deteriorating, 
specially in Bengal whore the climax has been reached, and the people are suffering 
for want of food and dyins; of starvation. The op 'ni ig o^ the Food Department had 
greatly raised the expectancy of the people, and they looked up to it for planning 
some satisfactory solution of this, economic problem. But popular expectation has, 
I regret to say, been dashed to the groxin I, and there is suffering and distress through- 
out the country more or less. Next to Bengal, the situation in Bihar is also serious, 
and these are the two Provinces in the Eastern Zorte, which lie next to the war front. 
Burma rice has ceased to come ; Australian wheat which was imported into India, 
has also stopped due to war, and cultivation of foodgrains in this country has been 
adverstdy affected by various factors, such as the dearth of bullock, agricultural 
implermmts, and scarcity of labour in many areas. The presence of American and 
British trooj)s in this country had led to an increase in the slaughter of cows and 
bullocks, and also an inerveasod consumption of foodgrains ; and this has its natural 
repercussion on the economic situation. A 4 one who spends most of his time in 
rural areas, I am somewhat intimate^’ acquainted with the condition of the agricul- 
turists, at least in my own Zamindari. 1 understand that wheat from Australia and 
elsewhere has recently been imported, and this will undoubtedly relieve the situa- 
tion. I sugg(‘st that a system of carefully planned rationing should be introduced 
at lej^st for the poorer sections of the people, that purchase of stocks should be direct 
from the cultivators, thus eliminating the profit of the middleman, that no food should 
be allowed to be exported out of the country, and that hoarding find profiteering, 
wherever they may exist, should be put down with a firm hand. It is also worth 
considering whether it would not be profitable to associate, both in the centre and 
also in the Provinces, a certain number of carefully chosen and qualified non-official 
Indians, who lay act through a Committee or a number of Committees, to keep in 
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touch with the pro vailing situation in the country, and collaborate with the Food 
Department, or whatever official machinery there may be in the Provinces to 
deal with this question. In the Province Oiidh, from which I come, agrarian 
situation, I admit, is not so desp(U*ate as, for instance, in Bengal ; but unless appro- 
priate steps are immediately taken, the position is bound to deteriorate, resulting 
in wide-spread suffering and distress. I'he economic position of the T’aluqdars of 
Oiidh, and T am one of them, lias also bet ii adversely affected, due to the pn'vailing 
food scarcity; and the future looks iiloak and dreary. 1 am afraid th' military 
requirements liavo been o 7 cr-emphasizi d by tlu^ Government in the past, thus neg- 
lecting th(* necessary demands of the civil population. 

yir, T have noticed that a suggestion has often emanatiMl from official source® 
that people should be oncoupaged to take more of fruit and vegetable, so as to h^ssen 
to some extent l.ho pressure on food consum])tioii. rhe suggv>stion is no doubt 
theoretically commendable, but 1 .am afraid it wiV? hardly l(U)d itself topraolieal 
application. Whore an^ fruit and vegetable in snffiiiienD quantity for the people to 
take ? Ihcy a-ro also being taken at fancy pric('s for tlu' military, and th(^ civil 
population is being gradually di'prived of them. It would not do for the official 
spokesmem merely to prick holes in non-official suggestion?. They must come oi?.t 
with th('ir plan of action, suited to the rcquirem< nts of the situation. Any way, the 
situation must-be spicily eased, and the supply of food to deficit Provinces must bo 
regardcid as a vital war mc‘asiire. Sir, it has bctuj ti*uly rem nked that a huiigry 
man is an’ angry man, as hunger is a mischivous councillor, if the situation is allow- 
ed to detci’ioratt^ further, and food becomes more scare/.', 1 wHl not bo surprised if 
food riots break out fairly extensively in the land, resulting in lawlessness and dis- 
order. kSuoli a situation will have no politi(vil significarujc, of course, but the enono- 
mio fa(;tor will be nouo-the-less alarming and embarrassing. ’ vSir, we have to fight 
the war to a successful finish on the East(^rn Zones with Japan, and the home front 
should be attended to the requirements of the situation. We have to adjust our 
internal position, and put it on a fairly satisfactory basis. Pt)litical questions might 
wait, but hunger brooks no delay. Sir, 1 must here pay a warm tribute of gratitude 
and admiration t6 His Excellency, Lord Wavell, who with a truly remarkable fore- 
sight, and gift of imagination, signalised the assumption of his Viceroyalty, by prompt- 
ly paying a visit to Bengal to see things for himself, and having so speedily employed 
the vast resources of the Military — rne:i and material — to the alleviation of human 
distress. This comes in refreshing contrast to the acition, or rather the inaction of 
his predecessor, who did not think it worth while to study the situation on the spot, 
and to hearten the distracted people of that unhappy Province by his ])rps(ince, and 
timely action. Sir, f rhust not omit to record my high sense of appreciation for the 
disinterested services of those relief agencies — non-offi(;ial, as well as official— wliich 
have been unremitting in their exertions to bring food and succour to the liungry and 
the distressed. Our hearts go out in sympatliy to our sufTering brethren in Bengal ; 
and I appeal to the Government — Central, and Provincial — to do all th«*y can to 
relievo thtur dire distress, and prevent death, starvation and epidemics, which in- 
variably follow, in the wake of famine and flood. Sir, forewarned is fore-armed ; 
and I seriously ask the Government not to allow the economic situation in India to 
deteriorate ; but to make provision for a sufficient stock of foodgrains in the country 
at a cheap rate as speedily as possible, so that thq morale ot the people may not be 
.shattered in face of the grave military threat that over-hangs this country, for that 
way lie danger and frustration. 

Thk Honourable Mr. SUSTL KUMAR ROY CHOWDKURY (West Benpl : 
Non-Muliammadan) : Sir, the Honourable Mr. Sen has said that the total deficit of 
foodgrains in Bengal this year was 1-3 million tons whereas there was a carry over 
from last year of roughly about one and a half million tons, besides there has 
been an import of foodgrains of about five hundred thousand tons. If his figures 
are correct ther# there must be something rotten in the provincial administration of 
Bengal. The Honourable Mr. Sen is himself a Bengalee and has been serving Bengal 
for more then 20 years. He knows the plight of the argriciilturists of Bengal and 
knows very well that it is not possible or feasible for the agriculturists to hoard and 
hold up foodgrains for long. Besides there has been a food drive by the Govern- 
ment of Bengal throughout the province. The question is where have these food 
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grains gone ? How have they disappeared ? We want the Grovernment of India 
to find out that. However that may *bc, the fact remains that people in Bengal 
are dying of starvation not in thousands but tens of thousands. Mr. Sen has said 
that the Government of India became aware of the serious situation in Bengali 
early part of may this year whereas Sir Azizul Huq in his speech in the Assembly om 
Thursj^ay last said that from January to June this year the monthly average morta- 
lity rate in Calcutta was less than the average of the preceding five years and it was^ 
difficult for him to believe at that time that a crisis was impending in Bengal. Well, 
Sir, that is a statement made by a member of the Government of India who held the 
portfolio of Food till the 10th of August of this year. 

The Honourable Mr. HOSSATN IMAM : When did he say that ? 

The Honourable Mr. SUSIL KUMAR HOY CHOWDHURY : On Thursday 
last, in the Assembly. You will find it in the “ Hindustan Times 

According to him the economic condition of the people of Bengal are to be judged 
by the mortality rate in Calcutta. His statement also implied that the Government 
of Bengal at that time did not apprise the Government of India about the serious 
food situation in the province. Sir, to my mind this is nothing short of criminal 
negligence. Now Sir, that showboy of the Government of India Sir Ramaswamr 
Mudaliar had the impudence to State in the other house, that he knew of one group 
of persons who brought about the present situation that was those who went about in 
the villages and told the agriculturists not to sell grains and not to accept currency 
notes. Now Sir, the clear meaning of that was that the agriculturists listened to the 
advice, hoarded the foodgrains instead of selling and were responsible for the famine 
condition in the country. Nobody but a person devoid of all common sense could 
make a suggestion like that. 

The Honourable Mr. HOSSAIN IMAM : Whom does the cap fit ? 

The Honourable Mr. SU8IL KUMAR ROY CHOWDHURY : It does not 
matter whom the cap fits, but the implication is that the agriculturists did not sell 
their grain and hoarded it according to the advice, and that the agriculturists are 
ultimately responsible for the fiimine. ' 

Sir, I shall now deal with the profiteering in foodgrains by the Govonimont of 
Bengal. The Government of Bengal had admitted that they made some profits on> 
wheat purchased from Punjab, but what cibout profiteering in rice purchased with- 
in the province. The Government of Bengal fixed Rs. 10 per maund as the ceiling 
price of paddy from 25th September last and was requisitioning stock wherever they 
could find it at that rate to be delivered by the stockist at his own risk and costs at 
Government Stores or at Government appointed Mills. The ceiling price of rice for 
that was fixed at Rs. 20 per maund. Now, Sir, one and a half maunds of paddy 
yield 1 maund of rice and the milling charges are not more than a rupee per maund. 
May I ask who was pocketing the balance ? I want the Government of India to* 
enquire into that and ask for an explanation from the Gov(^rnment of Bengal. Sir, 
Mr. Sen has referred to the want of (confidence on the part of the people of Bengal 
and he wants the confidence to bo restored. How can the people have confidence in 
a Government which is corrupt from top to bottom. 

Sir, I know of cases in villages not from Calcutta where agriculturists who 
owned a little more land than an average cultivator but who had not hoarded stock 
except what was necc^ssary for the maintenance of their families till the next harvest, 
were asked to pay a bribe ranging from Rs. 100 to Rs. 500 and on their failing to 
do so re.ports were made against them of having a hoarded stock and notices served 
on them to deliver a hundred maunds of paddy each to the Sub-Divisional Head- 
quarters. Their appeals to the Sub-Divisional officer and then to the District 
Magistrate for an enquiry about the actual state of affairs were summarily rejected 
and no enquiries made as sought for. These poor villagers had no other alternative 
but to purchase paddy in the black market at a very high price and deliver the same 
in the fear of their being sent to prison. Such is the state of affair which is prevailing 
in Bengal. In one case, the wise District Magistrate noted in the petition of a man 
who had a family 15 adults and 15 children, that he may be allowed to keep 
the stock for the adult persons of his family 4 chhataks i.e, half a pound of rice a day 
till the next harvest and nothing was allowed for the children, presumably he thought 
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that the children of cultivators in Bengal live on milk diet. Sir, The Government 
of India is having a grow more food campaign. Does the Government of India 
■know that an able-bodied cultivator require^ one a and half pound of rice daily to 
have the strength and stamina to till the soil. I warn the Government of India 
that if they do not allow the agriculturists to keep sufficient foodgrains for himself, 
his family, his labourers and for the seed required, instead of growing more food, 
half the land in Bengal next year will remain uncultivated. Now Sir, I would 
urge the Government of India not to allow the Government of Bengal to toufh the 
aman Crop. The Government of Bengal, I understand has appointed the same 
purchasing agents whose hands are not very clean in last year’s transactions. If 
any purchase is made, it should be done through a purchase committee directly 
.under the control and supervision of the Government of India. The agriculturists 
should be allowed to keep sufficient to carry him through the year and the price of 
mother necessities of life should also be controlled and they should be made easily 
.available 

Now Sir, I find amendments have been moved to enquire into many things 
about the present situation but before all an enquiry should be made into the conduct 
of Sir John Herbert who was more responsible than anybody else for the present 
situation in which Bengal has been placed. He was a thoroughly incompetent 
Governor and within a few months of his assuming office, it was being farcely asked, 
who was the real Governor of Bengal, Sir John Herbert or Lady Mary Herbert 
Or the company of trios Messrs. Carter, Porter and Baker. Bengal has heaved a sigh 
•of relief that Sir John Herbert has resigned though on acoouni of illness and not a 
mouse wept that he has relinquished office. The people of Bengal would have 
Been more glad if he would have been recalled and sent away in disgrace. 

Lastly, may I say Sir, that all eyes in Bengal are on you Mr. Sen and your Chief 
Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava. They hope that you will not fail Bengal in its dire need. 

The Honourable Mr. V. V. KALIKAli : (Central Provinces : General) ; Sir. 
the food situation in the country is getting very acute. We are receiving news about 
the deaths from starvation in Bengal, which have been published in the newspapers. 
We are receiving nows about the deaths of people in Orissa and in Malabar from 
•starvation. So, there is something wrong somewhere and therefore we have to face 
this situation. Sir, it is not the sound of bull’s fight that has attracted the attention 
of the world to the situation in Bengal but it is the pangs of the dying population 
there and the voices of the dead that has attracted the attention of the world. In 
Calcutta and Bengal we hear of husbands for saking their wives, of parents for saking 
their children and selling them as slaves, and still. Sir, some of my Honourable friends 
have got the audacity to say that it is the sound of bull’s fight that is responsible for 
the situation in Bengal. Sir, I do not want to dilate on that point further, but from 
the statement made in the Bengal Legislative Assembly I can prove that it is not on 
-account of the controversy between two political parties that we have to face this 
situation but it is on account of the maladministration not only on the part of the 
Bengal Government or the Government of India but also on account of the neglect 
of His Majesty’s Government that we have to face the present situation. tLis 
Majesty’s Government knew that Burma was gone, the Secretary of State knew that 
Bengal was supplied with rice from Burma and I ask the Right Honourable the 
Secretary of State what arrangements were made to supply rice to Bengal. * The 
Secretary of State is expected to know that India, though an agricultural country, 
is unfortunately not self-sufficient in the matter of food. Wliy did not His Majesty’s 
Government and the Secretary of State make arrangements for shipping foodgrains 
from outside for the consumption of the population of Bengal ? Sir, many real and 
imaginary causes have been advanced for the existing situation in Bengal. Much 
has been said about hoarding and profiteering. But I am of the definite opinion 
that in this matter the various Governments are also not free from blame. I concede 
X that there is a*8mall number of profiteers who are exploiting the miserie.s of the people 
of Bengal. But I submit that Government are also responsible, and not only the 
Provincial Government but even the Government of India. Therefore, the blame 
should not be laid only on the shoulders of profiteers and hoarders. It is only this 
morning that we heard from the Honourable Mr. Sen that the Government of Bengal 
had made a profit of over Bs. 33 lakhs. Two days ago a statement was made by the 
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Honourable the Food Member in the other House that there was some profit made 
in connection with the purchase of wheat, but that the accounts wore not cleared up 
and after the accounts were cleared up the profits will be deducted. A statement 
of that type shows that even the Central Government is not free from charge. Now, 
Sir, the cultivators and the zamindars are always attacked by friends and foes alike 
for hoarding of foodgrains. I want to examine this question from the cultivator’s 
point of view. If the cultivator keeps a stock for the use of his own family, for agri- 
cultural purposes, and for paying off’ the loans that he has taken in kind, is he in any 
way to be dubbed as a criminal ? Have not the Government and the various Go- 
vernment Departments stocked foodgrains for their own use ? Have not the De- 
fence Services been supplied with stocks ? So, it is no use abusing the cultivator 
and attacking him in seascn and out of season. In India the position is that the 
cultivator never keeps stock that he does not need for his own purpose. A small 
cultivator is bound to bring his stock to the market for paying off the rent and for 
meeting his expenses for cultivation. 

As the time is very limited, I now pass on to another point and that is on whom 
the responsibility should be fixed for this trouble in Bengal. In this connection 
I just want to make a passing remark about the propaganda that is being carried on 
in Great Britain against India. I do not hold any brief for the Nazimuddin Ministry 
or the Huq Ministry. I do not hold a brief for the Central Government. But, I do 
hold a brief for Indians as a whole and if people like Sir Alfred Watson and others 
carry on a propaganda that it is Indians who have brought about this situation in 
Bengal, and that they do not know how to manage their own affairs and therefore 
they do not deserve self-government or independence, I will like to join issues with 
people like him on this argument and I submit supposing we Indians were to say 
that the predecessor of Mr. Churchill was criticised in England for mismanaging war 
affairs and was asked to vacate in favour of Mr. Churchill, will we be justified inr 
saying that the Britishers were quite incompetent to manage their war affairs ? I 
sound a note of warning to those Diehards — ^and the note of warning I am sounding 
is not only in their own interest but is also in my interest — that if this sort of pro- 
paganda is carried to its extreme end it will have a very demoralising effect on the 
Defence Services of India. The Indian element in the Defence Services of India — 
Indians who are laying their lives, who are shedding their blood — will certainly 
think that their countrymen are being unnecessarily regarded as unfit for self-govern- 
ment and for managing their own aff airs. It is a slur on Indians as a whole. Thia 
sort of propaganda that has been allowed to be carried on in England ought to be 
condemned in severest terms. 

Now, Sir, about the responsibility, I think in my humble opinion that His 
Majesty’s Government is primarily rbsponsible for the situation that exists in Bengal. ■ 
If His Majesty’s Government had made arrangements for shipping, if His Majesty’a 
Government had regarded this thing as a war effort, then certainly priority would 
have been given for shipping foodgrains to India. The Minister in Australia said 
that a large quantity of foodstuff was available ; but the United Kingdom does not 
make 8hii)ping available. 1 ask. Sir, in all earnestness is it not the duty of His 
Majesty’s Government to see that the morale of the people is maintained ? Is it not 
the duty of His Majesty’s Government to see that Bengal which is likely to be attack- 
ed by the Japanese is free from this trouble. His Majesty’s Government have neg- 
lected their duties so far as the situation in Bengal is concerned. . I therefore hold 
them primarily responsible. So far as the Government of India is concerned, I do 
not attach any importance to the neglect on their part. My argument is that after 
all the Government of India is a subordinate branch of His Majesty’s Government. 
Sir, a statement was made by a friend of mine in the other House that if you press 
a button in Delhi everything will be all right. I say No. Delhi has npt got the but- 
ton. The button is in Whitehall. If you press the button in Whitehall the current 
comes to the Government of India. It is not the Government of India which is 
responsible for all. Of course the Government of India has no policy of its own. 
They did not chalk out a policy. But at the same time I must bring to the notice of 
my friends who are furious against the Government of India that if the Government 
of India desire to lay down any well thought out policy the policy has to be approved 
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by the Secretary of State and His Majesty’s Government and then only the Govern- 
ment of India can carry out that policy. Primarily His Majesty’s Government is 
responsible for this state of trouble and not only the Government of India. We have 
before us many proposals for remedying the situation. I, Sir, personally do not 
attach importance to conferences, speeches and resolutions on the subject. I want 
food, more food, and the starving people of Bengal to be saved from death. If 
conferences, resolutions and speeches in this House and the other House have not 
improved the situation, I personally think that the debate on the food situation is 
unreal. After all how did the Government of India move in the matter ? The 
Government of India held conferences with Provincial Governments and found that 
some of the Provincial Governments were recalcitrant in carrying out the policy of 
the Government of India and ultimately the Government of India had to succumb 
before them. What I want to submit is this. The most important remedy that 
lies for consideration is that the Central Government must have full powers in these 
matters and if the surplus provinces do not carry out the policy of the Government 
of India the Government of India must be able to force their policy on them. India 
should be regarded as one unit so far as the food administration is concerned. 

Sir, I am one of those who have for a very long time been thinking of not intiT- 
fering with the Provincial administrations wh<'n some shadow of Provincial Autono- 
my is given to the Provinces, but when I am faced with this situation of thousands 
and lakhs dying of starvation I think it is for the Gov(Tnmeut of India to chalk out a 
policy, a poli(^y not dictated by Whitehall but a policy fjamed in consultation with 
responsible Indians and taking into consideration the needs uf the Provine< s. A 
well thought out plan should chalked out and it should bo given ellcHjt to ajid if the 
Provinces do not carry out that policy the Government of India must make 
them carry out that policy. If they think that constitutionally it is iinpossiblc for 
them to carry on iind(^r the Govc^rnmont of India Act tlu^ uect‘ssary amendments 
should be niado but. Sir, for want of amendments or on technical grounds it must 
not be said by the GovcTiunciit of India that the? Provinces arc not carrying out 
their polic^y and that therefore they are helj:)lcss. 

Sir, so far as Bengal is concerned I personally think that the affairs have been 
mismanaged but just to please my Honourable friend Mr. Hossain Imam I would 
road a sentence from the speech of Dr. Shyama Prasad Mukerje^o, who has been con- 
demned in certain quarters in season and out of season and who is giving his prvocioiis 
time for saving the people of Bengal without taking into consideration the communal 
point or without thinking even for a moment about the controversial point so that 
my Honourable friend may be disillusioned on this [K.int. Sir, as long ago as (ui the 
14th July, 1943, Dr. Shyama Prasad Mukerjee stated : — 

“ If the Muslim Leaj?ue is in opposition and if this side is in the Cabinet (that is his side), 
even then that Government cannot solve the problem ^ 

If Dr. Shyama Prasad Mukerjee and others, Sir, in Bengal have a Coalition 
Ministry, a Ministry representative of all interest in Bengal, that Ministry only 
will be able to inspire confidence in the public of Bengal. 

My Honourable friend, Mr. Sen, said that it is not the want of quantity of 
foodgrains but tlie breakdown in the public confidence that has resulted in this 
drastic situation in Bengal. I submit. Sir, if ho can influence his masters in White- 
hall to bring about the situation in Bengal, the Bengalis will be very thankful to 
him. 

Sir, even according to the r(*ports coming to us from Bengal it seems that though 
a large quantity of foodgrains has. been supplied to that Province stocks have not 
been built up and people do not know where their foodgrains have gone. If that 
statement is correct. Sir, then I should submit that the Government of India 
should impress upon His Majesty’s Government to set matters right in liengal 
and that they cAn do only when a Coalition Ministry is formed. 

. Sir, I do not want to take up the time of the House as my time is very limited 
but I must submit. Sir, that the policy that has been followed up till now by the 
Central Government has failed and a new policy inunciated by the new Member 
has to be given a trial but about that new policy of procurement I should like to 
sound a note of warning and that is that procurement of foodgrains from cultivators 
should not be forced. Procurement from Provinces should be obtained. 
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after taking into consideration the ^eeda of the cultivators and agriculturists. 
Otherwise, Sir, the result will be as we see in Calcutta. People from agricultural 
areas and landless labourers will flock the cities and towns and they will create the 
same situation as we have to face today in Calcutta. I, therefore, submit. Sir, that 
so far as this policy of procurement is concerned it should be brought into effect 
afte'' taking into consideration the needs of the agriculturists. 

Sir, so far as my Province is concerned we have got a certificate from the Gov- 
•ernment of India in this White Paper that have supplied our quota to Bengal. My 
Province is not a surplus Province ; it is neither a deficit Province ; it is just self- 
sufficient. You knw. Sir, that in the four districts of Berar we do not grow rice, 
so the four districts of Berar are dependent on the rice grown in some districts of 
Central Provinces, but in spite of that. Sir, we have to get wheat. We are deficit 
so far as wheat is concerned ; we are surplus so far as rice is concerned and for the 
wheat wo are dependent upon the Punjab. 

The Honourable Mr. HOSSAIN IMAM : Will the Honourable Member 
give us some idea about the prices of rice ? 

The Honourable Mr. V. V. KALIKAR : The prices of rice have gone four 
times over the price level that existed before the war. 

The Honourable Mr. HOSSAIN IMAM : I am told it is Rs. 19-6-0 per 
maund. 

The Honourable the PRESIDENT : Your time is up. I will give you a 
few minutes more. 

The Honourable Mr. V. V. KALIKAR : Sir, so what I submit is this that 
the policy that has to be followed should bo carried out only with very great con- 
-sideration for the needs of the people living in the rural areas. So far as Bengal 
is concerned, they need not only foodgrains but clothes. Winter is approaching, 
and the Government of India should make arrangements for supplying clothes to 
Bengal so that in winter people do not die of exposure just as they are dying of 
hunger. All necessary steps should be taken to secure medicine. We understand 
that there are many deaths from cholera, and if the Government of India fail to 
supply to the Provincial Government the necessary medicine for saving the people 
from death, they will be held responsible for not doing a primary duty to the people 
•of Bengal. I therefore submit that these suggestions should be adopted before 
•carrying out any policy which the Government of India inay lay down. 

In the end, I congratulate my Honourable friend Mr. Sen on giving a very 
llucid and frank statement to us on behalf of the Government of India, but. Sir, 
when important speeches like that of Dr. Kunzru, who visited Bengal and saw the 
-conditions on the spot, were made yesterday, the Honourable the Food Member 
was not present in this House. I regret his absence, and hope that he will be more 
•careful in future in attending important debates in this House. 

The Honourable Maharajadhiraja Sir KAMESHWAR SINGH of Dar- 
BHANGA (Bihar : Non-Muhammadan) : Sir, The food situation which is causing 
so much misery, so much stir and so much wordy warfare in this country today 
lias originated less from the faults of nature than from the faults of man. 

People connected with agriculture were never seriously consulted and even 
when they were consulted proper attention was not paid to what they said. To 
solve the probleih of Food in India they thought it proper to find a man whose 
chief qualification was his complete «ignorance'of Indian conditions. His knowledge 
was derived from files containing faulty information received from the Provincial 
Governments. The Government always do that. They look to the West and 
not to this country for curing India’s ills, although past experience should have 
ma^e it clear to them that it is not the right thing to do. Most of the present 
troubles of the Governments in India are due to the fact that they are too rash in 
transplanting Western ideas. Western methods. Western systeni^j on the Indian 
soil. We have no doubt assimilated some of them. But our growth has been 
stunted. Our loss is greater than our gain. If only we had been allowed to grow 
naturally this country would not have looked as barren as it Iqpks today. We 
would have been a powerful ally of Britain and not a helpless critic. Let the Gov- 
ernment cease to un-Indianise India and help her to revive her old indigenous Insti- 
tutions ; and she will find that her troubles are over. So long as they use their 
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power and position to shape her according to the alien standard they will be dis- 
appointed and will also disappoint India. ^ No doubt, the Member in charge of the 
Department when the crisis arose happened tb be an Indian and a native of the 
province which was affected the most. But had he relied on his own knowledge 
of things — ^howsoever out of touch he might have been then with the current events 
— and not allowed his Secretary to experiment with unsuitable remedies, things 
would not have come to such a pass for I cannot believe that any Indian, be hg a 
prince or a peasant, would show such a lack of understanding of Indian conditions 
as has been done by the Food Department. Conditions so greatly vary that the 
same remedy cannot be applicable with equal success both in England and India. 

The Grovemment were indeed unprepared for this eventuality. All seemed - 
to be controllable despite the fall of Burma and natural calamities that befell Bengal. 
But when the groans of dying men, women and children and wails of starving millions 
rent the sky it was all hustle and bustle. Summoning of experts. Food Conterences, 
Food Committees, debates, took place one by one. In their hurry, however, they 
forgot to take advantage of the agencies that already existed in the country and 
embarked on experiments of Western methods to deal with the problem. I need 
not repeat to this House what has been done so far. The Honourable Members 
know it already. In one word, their experiments have been signal failures. 

Much attention seems to have been paid to Calcutta and urban areas. Traders 
have been employed as Government agents and Mills have been controlled to meet 
the needs of the urban population. The object has still to be achieved. The rural 
areh (where foodstuffs is produced) has, T am afraid, not received the attention 
it deserved. Instead of supplying food to the deficit rural area, food was indis- 
criminately collected from villages with the result that misery overtook noth the 
urban and the rural population. What did they do in the rural areas to relievo the 
distress ? Did they take advantage of the village Panchayats ? Did they take 
advantage of the administrative machinery of the Landlords which, as their own 
old records would show played such a conspicuous part during the last Famine of' 
Bengal in 1896-97 ? 

If the Government would look to the Minutes of the Lieutenant-Governor of 
Bengal of those days and to the Final Resolution of the Government of Bengal on 
the Famine of 1896-97 they would fully know what part the administrative machinery 
of the Landlords played at that time of stress. My uncle, the then Maharaja of 
Darbhanga, figures prominently in these despatches. He was allowed’ to relieve 
the Government of the care of a large tract of the country, and this is what His 
Honour the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal has recorded in his minutes about 
his work : — 

“ I inspected several of the Haj works and was struck by the completeness of organisation 
and intimate personal knowledge of the circumstances of the villages possessed by the staff.’* 

The nature of the organisations of landlords as compared to those of the Gov- 
ernment has been further emphasised in the Resolution of the Government of Bengal 
on the Famine of 1896-97. In Chapter X of the Resolution it is stated, again in 
relation to my uncle. 

“ The Scheme of relief organised by the Maharaja in Darbhanga and Muzaffarpur consisted 
in the offer of labour on works on a system of piece work at rates somewhat above the normal 
to compensate for the dearness of grain, and giving of gratuitous relief on very much the same 
lines as Government with the difference ” {mark thh words )*’ that the Raj enjoyed the advantage 
of a village staff already on the spot, who possessed a j)ersonal acquaintance with the needs of the 
villagers and over whom they had various means of control.” 

Personal touch and continuity of relationship are indeed the distinguishing 
features of the organisation of the landlords and it is with a view to draw the atten- 
tion of the Government to the point and not to blow my own trumpet that I have 
read these extracts. • 

Sir, in spite lOf the fact that successive Governments have by emphasising 
differences and making laws calculated to foster cla^ss conflict by heavy taxation 
and various other ways systematically reduced the capacity of the landlords to do 
good to the public they have, thank God, not yet succeeded in uprooting it. 

The Landlords have still got the administrative machinery which keeps them 
in close and direct touch with the cultivators. For generations they have mutually 
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shared the joys and sorrows and let me hope they will ever continue to do so. Both 
in the matter of procurement and distribution these indigenous agencies would be 
much more efficient than the Government officials, who by reason of their short- 
i'lived association with the people of the particular area in which they are placed 
are unmindful of the consequences. There is yet another aspect of the question 
which was very lucidly expressed by Sir Alexander Mackenzie, the Lieutenant- 
' Governor of Bengal at a Diirfiar held at Belvedere on the 8th December, 1896. He 

; said : — 

€* 

“ I specially commend to. your attention the small people of respectable standing who can 
not dig and are ashamed to beg the poorer hhadralog. For them let the tact and good-will of 
their wealthier fellow countrymen find suitable means of succour. The Government does not 
repudiate its own obligation to keep all classes of its subjects alive. But (mark the words) its 
^methods are necessarily rough and indiscriminating and into some classes of cases it is hardly 
'cioemly for it to pry.*’ 

The Governments of today have frozen all these considerations and experiences* 
They look to the landlords only when they are in search of some scape goat ; and 
perhaps the latest instancy, of it is found in the debates of this very House. The 
Food Secretary when he initiated the debate on Food situation in this House on 
the 12th August last observed : — 

** It is th'\t por’aapa the big zamindars and landowners of this country have not appreciat- 
ed the extent to which it has been put in their power to assist India in her food difficulties to- 
day. They have not perhaps realised the full significance of tho fact that the small cultivator 
is prone to do what the bigger man does. If the bigger man sells his stocks, the small man would be 
inclined to do the same. If the bigger man hoards his stocks for a higher price, so will the little 
man. As regards the landowner or zamindar who takes action to dissuade the cultivator from 
surrendering his surplus, I bog to bo excused from making comment : I feel as a soldier I have 
not the requisite degree of delicacy of expression. 

In this first stage of physical control, the big landowners and zamindars have a responsibility 
^ and an obligation. Speaking in my personal capacity, I hope the future will show a better leader- 
ship than has been apparent in the last six months I have been in the Food Department.” 

Sir, I am not aware of any such instance. If a landlord advised the culti- 
vators to keep enough for their own needs and for the needs of their neighbours 
he in my opinion did not do anything wrong. After all what is really a marketable 
surplus ? The cultivator has to pay agricultural labour in kind, advance loan of 
grain to his neighbour, give charities to the needy besides meeting the needs of his 
family. A landlord in the permanently settled area generally has very little land 
which he cultivates himself. Bulk of his land is settl^ on cash rent basis with his 
tenants. Therefore he has to depend more upon the market than on his own land. 
If he has the produce of his own land in such a quantity that he can spare after 
meeting the requirements of his family the first claimants on such produce are his 
employees and their family. Any thing beyond these essential requimments can 
be called a marketable surplus in the proper sense of the term. 

In my own province the period of “ control ” was obnoxious owing to the 
confused, contradictory, unco-ordinated, unimaginative and dilatory action of the 
various officials who dealt with the matter. The period of “ free trade ** was dis- 
astrous. ■ The monopolist purchasing agent of Bengal who was to be paid his re- 
muneration on values and not on maunds and for one reason or the other whose 
conduct and relationship with the Government of Bengal is still shrouded in mystery 
brought Bihar the misery of high prices. It was to the interest of that purchasing 
agent to raise tho price level. The era of hoarding was ushered in. Hoarding 
was practised not by cultivators, not by landlords but by various departments of 
Governments (both Central and Pfovincial) as well as by industrial organisations. 
There was a keen competition between these powerful hoarders and the cultivators 
who did not keep the food-grain for his own use are in great difficulties. Notes and 
coins cannot satisfy their hunger. 

t Can a Government which allowed one province to profiteer at the expefise ol 
another and found itself powerless to stop high-handed-ness and corruption that 
permeated the various operations connected with food accuse the landlords of bad 
leadership in the circumstances in which they were placed even if the charges oi 
the Food Secretary be true ? 

The Pood Secretary talks of the little man following the bigger man. Who ia 
really the bigger man today ? It is the Gbvemment ; and what example have the} 
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set ? They are the biggest hoarders and why should the Food Member have any 
cause of complaint if the little man follows tfce same example. 

Again the Food Member talks of obligaticms and responsibilities which the 
Landlords have. Yes, I acknowledge them and as I have already indicated my 
trouble is that the Government are making it more and more difficult for us to 
discharge them. I have already stated how the co-operation of the landlords were 
sought at the time of the last Bengal Famine and how they have been maligned 
at the present time. 

My apprehension is that if the execution of the policy laid down in the Food- 
Grain Policy Committee Report, which theoretically looks nice, is left entirely in 
the hands of the Government officials and those intimately connected with land are 
left out as they have so far been, the remedy will prove to be worse than the disease. 
We have heard lots of stories about the bunglings and vagaries of Rationing Autho- 
rities and their underlings. We have heard how thf‘ local officials have so far miserably 
failed in the distribution of kerosene oil and salt to the villages. We 
have been told about diverse methods of corruption and favouritism subsisting in 
the offices of the Government. Of course, we have also heard that some of the 
culprits have been punished. But how many there may be who have escaped 
punishment ? It is indeed a herculean task to check malpractices. We should 
therefore have such agencies as ’may have intimate acquaintances with local con- 
ditions and be of unquestionable probity. To my mind the best method of pro- 
curing is through the machinery of landlords and the best method of distribution 
is through village Panchayats functioning under the immediate supervision of land- 
lords. We have seen that reliance on middlemen unconnected with land have only 
encouraged the multiplication of hoarding-centres and black markets and price 
control machinery has almost collapsed. 

Of late, Government offices have been constantly multiplying and expanding 
with the result that a number of inefficient men, untrained for the work to be done 
have inevitably been employed. Therefore the Government officials who are ever 
migratory remain, ignorant of the real situation prevailing in the villages. Why 
should the raw men be relied upon to do the delicate and important piece of work 
when old and tried systems already exist ? 

Sir, we are asked to “ Grow More Food ”, and certain useful suggestions have 
been made in the Gregory Report. But there is a serious problem connected with 
it and it is that at present there is a great scarcity of bullock power. The prices 
of cattle have risen beyond all proportion. In this country we cannot expect 
machines like Tractors to replace bullocks. So, unless this problem is immediately 
tackled ** Grow More Food ” campaign will not proceed as efficiently as desired. 

Then Sir, it is now admitted by all that one of the main causes of our food-trouble 
is inflation and it is stated that it can be got rid of by (1) taxation, (2) borrowing and 
putting consumers’ goods in the market. Lot me tell the House that those who 
depend on land for their living have very little purchasing power left to them and the 
burden of taxation falls very heavily on them. The only source of their income is 
agricultural produce and they have to buy everything else at a very high price. I 
have roughly indicated their essential liabilities and to them may be added, land 
revenue or rent, local and provincial taxes, interest bn loan, etc. The War has of 
course brought windfall to those who have war contracts or been taken into services 
connected with war. Any further taxation should therefore be introduced after 
due consideration the burden already on the shoulders of those who will bo affected 
by it. So far as tne other two matters are concerned I need not say much because 
they are on voluntary basis and each man will judge his own capacity to contribute 
to the effort of coimteracting inflation. I trust the Government also will stop 
pumping paper currency into the country and with due regard to the actual ^ate of 
things adopt pther fiscal devices to check inflation while asking us to co-operate in 
the drive. 

Sir, before I conclude my observations on this motion I wish to say a word about 
price-control. It has not worked successfully up till now because of the formation of 
black markets. It will cause great hardship to the agriculturists if simultaneously 
with the application of price control on food stuff the prices of other commodities 
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(specially those essential to them like cattle, farm implements, medicines, cloth) 
are not controlled and generally prices are not stabilized. The essential commodities 
have to be made available to the people before one can expect to control the price 
successfully. The matter requires careful handling and I trust that the Govern- 
ment will see to it that the entire scheme is a balanced one and it is carried out in 
such a manner that no real hardship is caused to any section of the people. 

Sir, I am not an expert and figures, which even the experts say are very often 
incomj^lete and deceptive, bewilder me. My remarks are those of a la 3 rman who 
gathers his experience from his day to day hfe. I am happy to find that His Ex- 
cellency the Viceroy has taken up the question of food in right earnest, and I have no 
doubt that he will fiimly hanme the situation. Provinces should not be allowed 
to have their own way. We have seen how shamefully they have behaved. India 
is one ar d indivisible unit and the centre must guide and control matters like this in 
which different parts of this country are interdependent on oi^e another. If in the 
very beginning the Central Government would have taken up the question in its own 
hands instead of being content with merely issuing instructions to the Provinces 
this crisis would probably have been averted. But it is never too late to mend. 

I tiust H. E. the Viceroy, who is also an eminent Field Marshal, will not let the mis- 
takes of the past recur and fully utilize his powers to keep a strong^ grip over the 
doings of the provinces. 

I am also in agreement with much of what lias been recommended in the report 
of Food-Grain Policy Committee. All I wish is that no hardship may be caused to 
the general public in the execution of the policy of the Central Government, corrup- 
tion should be checked to the utmost possible limit and the indigenous systems of 
this country should be utilized to their fullest extent. 

This internal peril is indeed too serious for words at a time like the present one 
w^hen the enemy is so close to us. If words could put an end to it, it would have 
long ceased to exist. Words are often confusing and useless. We do not need them. 
We need energetic action on the part of Government and whole-hearted co-operation 
of the Governments and the peoples of both British and Indian India. 

TirE Honourable Sir N. GOPALASWAMI AYYAKGAR (Madias : Non- 
Muhammadan) : Mr. President, we arc debating a very important question and have 
had six day^ of specc hify ing on it, four in the other place and two in this. It is diffi- 
cult to say anything new after all this flood of or atory . I shall try in the few remarks 
that I shall make on this occasion to avoid referring to points which have been 
referred to at lc»ngth in other speeches and shall try to be as brief as possible. There 
are two main issues with which we are conceinc d. One is the situation in Bengal as 
it has developed up to date. The second is the larger issue of the proper feed policy 
for this count! y.' Ot the appalling character of the tragedy in Bengal it is indeed 
very difficult to speak with restraint. But we suffer under the great disability c^ftiot 
having sufficient facts placed before us which would enable us to give a proper 
judgment on the situation. Statistics and figures of the most ordinary description 
which could throw light on that situation have not been forthcoming. Take merely 
the question of the mortality figures. Mr. Amery at one time placed the mortality 
at 1,000 a week. The Food Member in the other House estimated it at something 
like 58,000 odd up to date. I gathered when I was listening to the debate in the 
other House that an Honourable Member of that House had estimated it at 16 million. 
We have had an estimate from one Honourable Member of this House only a little 
while ago that it would be about 1 mibion- And only in this morning’s papers we 
bad a Special Correspondent of the Times of India reporting thatdie estimated the 
deaths among Namasudras alone at 1 million. Well, these are wild figures and I 
do not think that either the Government of India or the Government of Bengal elaijtt 
any greater accuracy for the estimates they have given than what could be claimed 
by the Honourable Member of this House who estimated it at 1 milHon or by the 
Special Correspondent of the “Times of India.” We have, however, had the benefit 
of an estimate by the Honourable Pandit Kunzru who after a long tour in the province 
has come back and estimated the mortality figure at something like 60,000 a week 
or was it a day ? 
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Honoubablb Pandit fflRDAY NATH KUNZRU : 50,000 a week ! 
That is the most conservative estimate. My fear was that it was nearer one lakh 
than 50,000. • 

The Honourable Sir N. GOPALASWAMI AYYANGArT : As a matter of 
fact, another gentleman, formerly a member of the Legislative Assembly, who made 
a similar tour in Bengal, actually gave me the figure of one lakh per week. For a 
person who comes from the Madras Province who is accustomed to deal witli vital 
statistics it has been a matter of amazement that there could be these huge discre- 
pancies about estimates of mortality. But then the fact apparently is the Bengal 
administration is thoroughly disorganised. Mr. Amery’s figure was of course 
fantastically inaccurate. The 16 million estimate of an Honourable Member of the 
other House was also, I suppose, equally fantastic. But I must say that it is by no 
means improbable that the Honourable the Food Member’s estimate of 58,000 odd 
up to date is very much under the mark. The Government, I think, should make a 
tletermined effort to make a nearer approach to fact by taking special steps and ob- 
taining less unreliable figures. But even if the Food Mombei s figure of 58,000 odd 
up to date can bo taken as correct it is a staggering total for a famine in modern 
times. Tt is no doubt not uncommon for famines to occur in the country even in 
these days. Famines are duo to failure of rains, failure of harvests or other UaLitral 
calamities but the credit has always been elainuid for British arlministration in this 
country that the technique of administration that has been developed as a result of 
the recommendation of two Famine Commissions has bivon so perfected that the 
ravages of famine when it does occur are always reduced to the minimum possible. 
It is indeed difficult to recall any famine within the last half a ccuitury or more when 
the mortality was anything so high as it is in Bengal today. The only fiCmino 
to which we have to go back for purposes of comparison is the one which occurred in 
South India in 1876-77, nearly 70 years ago. The question of the prevention of 
famine and the tackling of famine when it does occur has received very groat at tention 
in the past and as a result the technique of famine administration has been so deve- 
loped as to avoid altogether anything like mortality from starvation. T may say that 
in my own Province I hold the office of Famine Commissioner for two years and had 
to tackle with a famine in the Ceded Districts in the course of which lakhs of people 
were on relief. I cannot recall that during that period even a single death was re- 
ported as having been due to starvation either on the works or in the area for which 
those relief works were organised. We have had a similar famine in the same part 
of the Madras Presidency this year. Lakjis of people have again boon on relief 
and I have not hoard that there has been a single death duo to starvation in con- 
nection with that famine area. But look at iBongal. There deaths are mounting 
every day. I have tried to study such facts connected with the Bengal famine as 
I have boon able to glean from various sources, in the absence of any authoritative 
account of them given to us either by the Government of India or the Government 
of Bengal, and after this study it is a matter of the greatest perplexity to me how the 
approach of famine in Bengal in the current year was not detected in proper time and 
adequate measures were not taken to save human life. T am afraid that in trying 
to diagnose the situation in the Province attention was concentrated too much on 
the supplies of foodgrains available either in tlu^ Province as a whole or the supply 
that was needed for a city like Calcutta and controversies wont on over the failure 
of the efforts made to supply that total deficiency or'as to the manner in which such 
supplies as wore received wore mismanaged. This is no doubt an important con- 
sideration but it has obscured responsibility for watching the appearance of famine 
conditions in the districts and taking any effective steps to taeklp them ; also atten- 
tion seems to have boon concentrated mainly on the supply of foodgrains to moot 
the deficiency in Calcutta and Greater Calcutta. The conditions of the mofussil 
do not appea# to have been the concern of any responsible person to watch. Though 
famine conditions of a serious nature should have prevailed for months it does not 
appear that either the Bengal Government or the authorities at Delhi or Whitehall 
were made alive to their existence until towards the middle of August when the num- 
ber of deaths due to starvation in Calcutta and the agitation set up by the ** States- 
man ’’ forced matters on the attentions of the authorities. 
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So far as the food supply posit^n in the Province is concerned I have again to 
get my information from across the seas from the speech of Sir John Anderson in the 
House of Commons. He said : — J n 

“ To all appearances as far as Bengal is concerned up to the end of the last year there was no 
particula^cause for worry. The rice harvest in 1 94 1 .42 was exeeptionally good. It was definitely 
m excess of local rquirements at the end of 1941.** 

This was confirmed by the Honourabfe the Mover of the present Motion when he 
said that statistically the carry-over figure for rice for 1941-42, that is to say, I pre- 
sume, the stock that should have remained unconsumed, was 1*5 million tons. In 
the year 1942 the prospects of the main paddy crop were normal until fairly late in 
the year when a considerable part of Western Bengal was visited by a cyclone' and 
devastated by fioods followed by a very serious insect blight. The combination 
of these causes produced a deficiency of 1 *3'million tons. Even so, the position was 
not one which statistically gave room for any apprehension of famine conditions 
in the current year. In view, however, of what has supervened since it is an obvious- 
conclusion that these estimates were not worth the paper on which they were report d- 
ed. Indications of short supply however appeared in Calcutta soon after. There 
was a change of Ministry in April. In May and June there was a food drive for dis- 
covery of stocks which revealed, according to the present Governor, that there were 
not enough stocks in the Province to last till the avs crop came in and strenuous 
efforts were made both by the Central and the Provincial Governments to get sup- 
plies from outside. As much as 415,000 tons were brought into the Province between 
March and the end of September according to Sir 1%omas Rutherford. A very 
large portion of these stocks was allotted for feeding Greater Calcutta and the essen- 
tial services. Though the Governor does not tell us how much of this was sent to 
the districts yet it is obvious that the quantity must have been infinitesimal because 
the claim he makes is that this import for feeding Calcutta and Greater Calcutta 
relieved the districts from the pressure on their stocks by importunate buyers from 
Calcutta. According to the Prime Minister of Bengal, from 1st March to Slst August 
^ balance sheet of food supplies to Calcutta was somewhat 

as follows:— 


Lakh maunds. 

Received from outside Bengal ....... 65*30 

Supplied to priorities in Calcutta, industrial establishments, public 

utility concerns, etc. ......... 22 . 

Cheap grain shops, bakeries, eating houses . . . . • 15 

Paddy and wheat for milling, reserves to meet demands of Calcutta 
priorities, etc. . . . , . . . . . . 11*79 

ft 

Total . 48*79' 


For September and October, the figures were : — 

September — 

Receipts ........... 32*5 

Despatched to districts . . . . . , . . 7*48 

October — 

Receipts . . , . . . . . . . . 25*7 

Despatched to districts • , , . , . . . 13*1 


It is clear from these figures that the horrors of the situation in the distric ts of Bengal 
outsidp Calcutta and Greater Calcutta did not receive the attention which they 
should have received. It is obvious that the Government of Bengal were either not 
in full possession of, or turned a blind eye to, the facts of the situatioh till very late. 
It ia reported that Mr. Suhrawardy, Minister of Civil Supplies in Bengal, very soon 
after the change of Ministry in April last, said : 

** Prices of foodstuffs now prevailing in Bengal are purely speculative and bear no relation 
to the true stock position of the province at^a whole. I am convinced that any deficit of the 
present year can be fully met fronq the carry-over of the 1 941-42 crop.*’ 
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About May 18, Sir Aziz-ul-Huque, in reply tp an address, relied on the accuracy 
of the figures published and maintained that Bengal was not yet deficit in rice. 
On the 24th May, Sir Nazimuddin is reported to have definitely df^clared that the 
prices of foodstuffs would be brought to a lower level within a very short tim». Then 
there was the conference on the 8th May, 1943, at which Major General Wood vs 
alleged to have advised the Bengal Government that the fact that there was a suffi- 
ciency of food for Bengal should be proved statistically and given the widest publicity 
by advertising and repeating ad nauseam ! That is a very serious charge to make 
against a responsible officer of Government. I think it is up to the Government of 
India to say what truth there is in this charge — 

The Honourable the PRESIDENT : Please bring your remarks to a close. 
Your time is up. 

The Honourable Sir GOPALASWAMI AYYANGAR : I was going to refer 
to the neglect of all the rules and regulations in the Famine Code, 1913, which has not 
yet been repealed in Bengal , and in the Famine Manual of 1 941 , and the neglect of all 
precautions which are indicated therein for being taken for the purpose of avoiding 
mortality. The saving of life is the paramount duty of the State and the respon- 
sibility for it primarily rests upon Government. There is also the question of delay 
in the taking of steps. The only conclusion that I, Sir, can arrive at is that the fail 
ure of the district officers in discharging the duties imposed upon them raises only 
three al^rnatives, namely, that they deliberately refrained from discharging their 
duties ; if so, the Ministry were badly served by the permanent services ; Eecondly, 
if the reports were made and the Ministers turned a blind eye to them and shelved 
them, the responsibility falls on their shoulders ; and there is also the alternative 
suggested, I believe, by the previous Prime Minister of Bengal, that action was ren- 
dered diffictilt in controlling the permanent services by conflicting orders issued, oil 
the one hand, by the Ministry, and on the other, by the Governor. Whichever 
of these alternatives represents the truth, it constitutes, in my opinion, an adminis- 
trative scandal of the first magnitude which should be thoroughly probed into by an 
impartial inquiry. And that is the reason why I would support the amendment 
moved by the Honourable Mr. Sapru. May I say a few words about the general 
food policy ? 

The Honourable the PRESIDENT ; Yes, but please bo very brief. You 
have exceeded your time limit. 

The Honourable Sir GOPALASWAMI AYYANGAR : The Government 
of India, by confession, had no policy before. They have a policy now, and that 
policy is baaed upon the recommendations of the Gregory Committee. The report, 
if I may say so, is a document of first class value, and is an exception to the generi^i* 
ty of reports of the kind ; that the recommendations in respect of the present and the 
immediate future are in a form in which they could at once be translated into action 
is its greatest merit at the present juncture. In respect of the long range problem, 
namely, a great increase in agricultural production, I consider it has hardly touched 
the fringe of the vast sweep of that problem of agricultural reconstruction which 
cannot, in my opinion, be tockled successfully unless we are prepared thoroughly 
to overhaul our agricultural economy after examining on their merits and with refer- 
ence to existing Indian conditions and the future that we visualise for our country^ 
and for ourselves such radical issues as nationalization and private proprietorship 
collective and individual framing, the most siiitable method of taxing land and the 
ineome therefrom, and so on. Government, T would suggest, should vigorously 
implement the recommendations which they have accepted as regards the present- 
and the immediate future. • 

There is one remark of the Committee to which I would draw attention, because 
it is, I consider, the foundation of all their recommendations. That shows that they 
visualise the problem that they had to tackle in the proper way. In paragraph 2^ 
on page 126, they say 

“ It is incorrect to say that next to the war the food problem is the most serious issue which 
faces this country. This is wrong. The food problem is a part of the war effort. Its settleraena 
is as urgent as any that confronts the country in military terms.” 
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The reluctance on the part of Goveriiraent to place food supplies and distribution to 
civilians in addition to the military on the same footing as supplies of munitions has 
been due to its fear of the finanoiul- commitment involved in accepting full res- 
ponsibility for feeding the entire population, for the responsibility would mean much 
more than guaranteeing sufficient stocks for feeding all ; it would include an obliga- 
tion to see to it that every person had a sufficient income to buy the minimum ade- 
quate ration, plus enough to cover other absolutely necessary expenses. 

• The Honourable the PRESIDENT ; These are your observations on the 
general policy. They do not apply to the amendments. Will you kindly conclude 
your remarks now ? Sir Buta Singh. 

The Honourable Sardar Sir BUTA SINGH : (Punjab Sikh) : Sir, every 
one in this House deeply deplores the distressing conditions in Bengal. It is almost 
unimaginable that in any part of the civilised world people should suffer the pangs 
of starvation, that penury should pursue plenty and haunt the towns and country- 
side. We have been witnessing a great tragedy no one can deny. 

The interest which H. E. the Viceroy, soon on arrival in India, has taken, with 
the full co-operation of H. E. the Commander-in-Chief, has greatly helped to ease 
the situation. The Army has been called out to help the civil population and the 
difficulties of transport are greatly relieved. Medical men have also been spared 
who will attend to the sick and under-fed. 

It would be no advantage to dwell on the hapi>enings of the past. We must 
bend our minds in preparing for the future. From all accounts it is clear that 
poverty is India’s heritage and that unless we fight poverty and overcome it, what 
has occurred in Bengal may occur elsewhere also. 

Another phenomenon which may have contributed, and some of us feel it has 
largely contributed, towards the happenings in Bengal and elsewhere is the policy 
of controls which has been initiated without organising the jnachinery for control 
and distribution. I can challenge any one to show that state agency is more 
efficient and e(;onomic than normal trade agency. I for one firmly believe that it is 
in restoring the confidence of both the producers and the traders and in increasing 
production that we can meet the future situation with some confidence. 

My province has played up to the full in the matter of production and supply 
and I am sure will continue to do so in the future also. Honourable Members may 
be interests d to know that the Punjab has brought under food grains cultivation an 
additional area of 3.‘3 lakhs of acres of land, resulting in the increase of food grains 
produced to the extent of about a million tons. Before the war started, Punjab 
used to export TJ lakh tons of food grains but this year 15 lakh tons have been 
exported and^more is going out. My province can justly claim the credit for supply- 
ing this additional quantity for use in distressed areas. This increase is directly 
the result of Grow More Food Campaign started by the Punjab Government. 

The provinces which have some surpluses are the Punjab, U. P. and Sind. I 
shoidd like to ask the Secretary, Food Department, to tell the House the quantitio.s 
of food grains received from all the three provinces separately. I am sure the figures 
will reveal that the Punjab has given the largest supply at a price which is in parity 
with normal prices of wheat and rice and are definitely the lowest. 

Will he also tell us how the price of wheat compared and now compares with 
the prices of rice and w^eat charged by the U. P. and other surplus provinces. 

There is a great deal of talk rgfgarding requisitioning which means compulsory 
procureiiK'nt, then rationing which depends on adequate supplies and then distri- 
buting them (‘quitably. RequivSitioning in a province like the Punjab will definitely 
do more harm than good. Jf compulsion is applied, the food grains will disappear 
again, with the result that the areg, which has been broughi under wheat cultivation 
from cotton cultivation will go back to cotton or to other cash crops and there will 
be no suipluses available. The cultivator will grow just enough food grains for 
his own requirements leaving little or no surplus. 

The impression is growing that the financial policy of the Government of India 
is to deprive the cultivators of their Jiegitimate dues, that it is anti-industrial and the 
development of industry has been choked in the name of deflation. ^ The impression - 
is gaining strength and may have serious repercussions. 
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The Honoubable Mr. J. H. BURDER (Bengal Chamber of Commerce) < 
Sir, We have listened to many days of debate in another place on the subject of food. 

We have heard of the subject discusSed in provincial legislatures and in public 
places and we have read much in the press. 

What is it that we mostly hear— we hear of the exporienooi of gentlemen who 
have made brief visits to famine areas, and tragic stories they tell us. We hear 
criticisms of provincial governments — of the Government of India and of His 
Majesty’s Government, for not having foreseen the trouble and for not ha^’ing put 
it right. 

We hear charges against the public of hoarding, profiteering and non-co-opjra- 
tion — charges of irregularities and inefficiency against the administration, and even 
charges against employers for having accepted the responsibility of providing food 
for their workejrs (a novel experience indeed for employers to bo criticised foi* fore- 
sight and looking to the well-being of their labourers). 

The Honourable Rai Bahadur SRI NARAIN MAHTHA (Bihar : Non- 
Muhammadan) : Mr. President, If the Honourable Mr. Burder will give me one 
minute I shall place before the House proofs of what I said yesterday. 

The Honourable the PRESIDENT : What right have you to speak at this 
stage ? I do not understand this constant interruption. You have not even asked 
my permission. 

The Honourable Rai Bahadur SRI NARAIN MAHTHA : How can I ask 
your permission. Sir, until I rise up and speak out. 

The Honourable the PRESIDENT: You had hours yesterday. Why 
should you supplement your speech now ? 

The Honourable Rai Bahadur SRI NARAIN MAHTHA : I am not going 
to supplement my speech. I am merely asking ft)r an opportunity to explain what 
the Honourable Mr. Burder has not clearly caught. 

The Honourable the PRESIDENT : You cannot ask a question when the 
Honourable Member is addressing the House. 

The Honourable Rai Bahadur SRI NARAIN MAHTHA : I am not asking 
a question. I am merely 'requesting him through you that if ho will give me one 
minute, I shall place before the House the authority on which I made the statement 
yesterday. 

The Honourable the PRESIDENT : That, you have no right to do at this 
stage. ' 

The Honourable Rai Bahadur SRI NARAIN MAHTHA : The Honourable 
Member is quite anxious to have that explanation. The house clearly seems 
anxious to have the explanation. 

The Honourable Mr. J. H. BURDER : Sir, I have no objection if the 
Honourable Member wishes to explain his point very briefly. 

The Honourable the PRESIDENT: Please be as brief as possible. 

The Honourable Rai Bahadur SRI NARAIN MAHTHA : I said yesterday 
that there was an effort made by the Regional Officer of the Bengal Government, 
Justice Braund, to make purchases on behalf of two private concerns. I am now 
placing the authority on which I made that statement. I have before me a res- 
ponsible statement by a responsible Minister of the Punjab Government and this is 
what he says. : 

“ Tho Director of Food Supplies, Punjab, refused the offer of Ks. 28 per maund for 1,50,000 
maunds of rice made by oilicial agency on behalf of two private firms in Bengal as the price fixed 
in the Punjab at the time was Rs. 17 per maund.* Thus the Punjab deliberately deprived itself 
of a profit of Rs. 1,950,000 on a single transaction and of further profits of over a crore of rupees 
on subsequent expoits, if it had raised rice prices to Rs. 28 per maund which Bengal was apparently 
willing to pay.” 

My point, therefore, is that it is for the Gevernment of India to ask this res- 
ponsible Minister who makes such a definite allegation to say who this officer wa 
who wrote to the Director of Food Supplies in the Punjab and which were the 
two firms cn whose behalf he wanted ‘6 make purchases. — 

The Honourable the PRESIDENT: This is another speech. Please sit 
down. You should carry "out my ruling. 

The Honourable Rai Bahadur SRI NARAIN MAHTHA : That is my 
explanation of the allegation that I made. The allegation is serious and remains 
unanswered. Let Mr. Burder answer it or let the Government answer it. 
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^paB Honoubable Mb. J. H. BURDER : I was saying that it was not 
sufficiently appreciated that employers who have been supphed under the Bengal 
Chamber’s scheme have operated a systefe of rationing for the past eight or nine 
months and the ration that we have distributed has been on a basis that does noi 
come up to the scale which is» now considered sufficient for a worker and hia 
dependants. 

Now, Sir, I do not want to weary this House with a lengthy statement on the 
controversial subject of employers and their duty towards either the State or their 
workers, but I. must, at this point, answer the misleading aspersions that have been 
cast against one body in Bengal — the Bengal Chamber of Commerce to whom an 
Honourable Member referred yesterday. 

If any individual or party who purchases more than one day’s requirements at 
a time is a hoarder, then we are as guilty as probably every Honourable Member in 
this House. But this I would like to say — the Bengal Chamber’s scheme waa 
instituted to assist Indian and European employers who had no organisation for 
purchasing their requirements to prevent employers competing with each other and 
thereby putting up the price to the detriment of each other and the public, and it 
certainly serv^ that purpose. 

Moreover the Bengal Chamber, at the request of the Bengal Government, made 
no purchases between December of last year and April of this year when the Bengal 
Government was endeavouring to purchase a quota of the last Aman crop. During 
that time we were supplied with our bare requirements by the Government and we 
never knew fVom week to week whether the next week’s supply would be forthcoming 
or not — frequently it was not. In April, when the crop had got into the hands of the 
Bannias we were told we must thenceforth look after ourselves. 

Furthermore, it is not sufficiently appreciated that employers who have been 
supplied under the Bengal Chamber’s scheme have operated a system of rationing 
for the past eight or nine months and the ration that we have distributed has been 
on a basis that does not come up to the scale which is now considered sufficient for 
a worker and his dependents. 

We are living in a confused atmosphere of charges, counter-charges and personal 
opinions, many, but not all, of which are exaggerated, ill-founded, parochial and 
political. • 

All these I suggest is neither helping the administration nor helping ourselves. 

The right to criticise we must retain, but there is a point beyond which we can 
cease to be useful and in stead we only succeed in increasing the lack of confidence. 

I consider that it is now the duty of public speakers and the press to ask them- 
selves before they speak, or before they go into print, whether their comments are 
likely to be useful and in the public interest or more calculated to delay the day when 
we ho^ to see confidence restored. 

^ suggest that its return is the greatest necessity, and will prove the most 
powerful factor in assuring speedier success to the administration in overcoming 
the great problems with Which they are faced. There are already signs in Bengal 
that the situation, thanks to the Military assistance we are receiving, is improving, 
we all know that an improvement will not necessarily bring a return of confidence 
if there are elements in the country who, by injudicious words, or injudicious wriUngs, 
persist in giving an opposite impression. > 

The Government of India, His Majesty’s Government, and the Governments 
of the Allied Nations have now been fully aroused. The Government of India, 
moreover, have, at last, a definite policy to administer : the policy framed by the 
recent Food Conference which had before it the recommendations of the Gregory 
Committee — I think, Sir, w^e owe a tribute to that Committee for its comprehensive 
report which deserves the highest praise. 

The recommendations of that Coipmittee emphasise the necessity for statistics. 
They give specific recommendations as to how Government should proceed in the 
matter of procurement, imjwfts, the provision of consumer goods, distribution, 
rationing and general administration. If we accept the policy laid dowp, I suggest 
we should for the present confine our eneigy to seeing ^at Government carries it 
out and provides us at regular intervals with a compr^nsive statement of Ae 
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progress or lack of progress tKat is being made in all parts of the country. It ia 
imperative that such a statement should be ii^our hands in sufficient time to enable 
us to study it before the Legislature meets. In the absence of such a statement in 
good time we shall be deprived of the ability to offer intelligent and constructive 
criticism 

The sort of statement that we hear at the opening of these debates is not. 
sufficient. In future, I should like to see an account which will tell us wheresthe 
recommendations of the Committee have been implemented, item by item, and 
where they have not been implemented and why not. With this before us, we 
shall be in a position to discuss real facts in a realistic way. 

For the more distant future it is our opinion that a suitable body of the type of 
a Royffl Commission should be appointed, in due course, to investigate the causee 
of the alarming situaticm into which we have drifted and to make such recommenda- 
tions as will ensure that there is no possibility of a recurrence at any future date. 
The present is, in our opinion, not a suitable time for such an investigation. Inquiry 
of this nature would necessitate the attendance and much valuable time on tho^ 
part of the officials concerned. 

We cannot afford .to see the Executive having their attenticn distracted whea 
we demand that their whole time and attention must be devoted to feeding the 
people. 

On the other hand, I suggest that if it is known that an inquiry will be held at 
some future date, when we may all have to account for our actions, it will have a 
useful psychological influence upon all concerned to give of their best from now 
onwards. 

I do not think I can usefully add any constructive suggestions at this stage to 
the recommendations of the F6od Grains Policy Committee. We may have some 
suggestions to make at a later date when Government have had more time to adminis- 
ter the policy which they have recently adopted. But I would say this : I sincerely 
trust that there will not be any material deviations from the lin6 which they have 
now set for themselves. I will go so far as to say that an imperfect policy is better 
than no policy or one that is undergoing interminable changes. 

' In a debate of this nature it is difficult to avoid ground which has already beei> 
covered, and more ably, by other speakers. But I would like to emphasise the point- 
which is mentioned in more than one place of the recommendations. I refer to the 
necessity of enforcement of Government’s orders I am sure that Government will! 
find that they have behind them a strength of public support which they have never 
dreamed of, immediately the public are convinced that Government means what 
it says. 

I would further like to reiterate the words of the Leader of the European Group* 
in another place when he said : '' We cannot accept a situation in which the Central 
Government of this country has to say we cannot feed the people of India because 
this or that province will not co-operate ”, 

There can by now be no doubt in any one’s mind that this is an all India problems 
and we cannot claim, in time of emergency, that the product of the land in one^ 
province is not the property of the whole country — if you carry such an argument 
to the logical conclusion, one section or one street in a town could live in plenty and 
maintain the right to see the next street starved. 

We have been warned that there is going to be a world shortage of food at no^ 
distant date. * 

It is, therefore, imperative that we put our house in order — and I do not mean 
just the superstructure of the house — before that day comes. If we do not ; if we 
neglect the foundations it is an absolute certainty that the House will crash when 
the storm comes. The foundations to which I refer in this case are, and will be for 
many years to come, the food-growing provinces — the surplus areas. 

Further, Sir, just as it is essential to extend control to all parts of the country,. 
I would like to emphasise the necessity of extending control to aU commodities — ^not 
only to the necessities of life which the cultivator must purchase, but particularly 
to all the principal crops whether they be for human consumption or for the feeding: 
of cattle or for manufacture. Upon the prices which are earned tlfis s^on for anjjr 
and every crop will depend the cultivators’ choice of next season’s sowings. 
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In conclusion, I would appeal for a more serious drive in the grow more food ** 
campaign — Government can help with more generous and better , distribution of 
agricultural implements and of suppltes of seed. In addition a more intensive and 
more personal propaganda is required. We, too, can help and the press can help, 
by mobilising" public opinion to such a pitch that every householder, every village 
and every Union Board' is competing, with each other in its determination to put 
every available biga of vacant land under food. 

' I have said the Press can help — ^I .should say more particularly the Press, certain 
sections of which have, intentionally or unintentionally,- aggravated our difficulties. 
Instead of a determined attempt to inspire the public to a better civic sense, to out- 
cast the profiteer and the hoarder, you see nothing but propaganda calculated to 
increase lack of confidence — what value is there in this ? The monetary sale value 
of hot news and the political value of encouraging all and sundry who may add their 
bit to the general embarrassment of the administration. 

The Honourable the PRESIDENT (to the Honourable Sir Jogendra Singh) : 
Do you wish to address the House today ? 

The Honourable Sir JOGENDRA SINGH (Education, Health and Lands 
Member) : I think I may do it today because there will be other Members to address 
the-House on the third day. 

Sir, I agree with Sir David Devadoss that churning the waters of 
opinion, if it-prodnees only divided counsel, is of little use. What we 
need is constructive proposals and constructive proposals with one 
object only : to increase the food production of India. A fact which 
we must not ignore is that in the six major Provinces the yield per head of 
population is no more than 24J ounces per mpita. It is from this yield that the 
cultivator has not only to feed himself but to pay his rent and to meet his cash 
obligation. I also agree with Sir David Devadoss that there is no magic wand which 
an agriculturist can apply to increase his production. Agricultural production is a 
process which takes a long time and what we have so far achieved in the Grow More 
Food Campaign, is no more than this, that we have diverted largely areas from short 
staple cotton to food crops and these areas may any moment return to short staple 
cotton and other cash crops, if the cultivator finds that grain crop is no more paying. 

The Honourable Mr. HOSSAIN IMAM : Hear, hear. 

The Honourable Sir JOGENDRA SINGH : Our problem is — and* it is a 
problem that has existed for many years ; it is not a problem that has appeared 
today after a very careful enquiry. General Megaw pointed out ten years ago the 
shortage of food. The prolem still remains unsolved. If we are to provide food for 
our increasing population and those who are under-nourished it will need planning 
and a persistent effort in producing more food for our growing population. The 
scope for development is narrowed by many factors. So far as the land which could 
produce easily, where the rain was good, or irrigation was available, every inch of 
such land is under cultivation. Even in Bengal, you find miles upon miles of rice, 
and, as you know, there are 26 million acres of rice crop which would be harvested 
within the next two or three months but these 26 million acres give less than half an 
acre per head of the population and the 10 million tons outturn which we expect will 
not give more than mds. per head. It is these figures which need attention when 
we talk of rationing and equitable distribution, because it is out of the yield of the 
land alone that we can distribute what is available. 

We have 1,030,000 sq. miles of l^nd, only 440,000 sq. miles is cultivated, 174,000 
sq. miles is marked as culturable waste, another 92,000 sq. miles as unculturablo and 
136,000 sq. miles is under forest. Therefore nearly 2/5th of our land is under the 
plough and whether it is possible to bring the remaining 3/5th under the plough is 
the problem. Then there is land lying on the railway sides about which I approached 
the*' Railway Board and they are quite willing that it may be put under trees or 
cultivation, this land could be put under trees to provide fuel for villages along side 
the Railway line. The possibilities of bringing this area under cultivation for crops, 
for raising forest and grass is now under examination. If by investment of capital 
the culturable land can be brought under cultivation, we can add materially to our 
resources of food. There is no reason why we should not succeed, but the success 
would depend on the application of science, on the investment of capital and on the 
efficiency of our workers. ^ 
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The Honourable Dr. Kunzru drew my attention to the need of fertilizers, and 
asked whether we were impc»*ting any tractors for use for increasing cultivation.^ 
My own experience — and it has extended over^many years— of tractor ploughing is 
that if prices go down to their pre-war level, tractor ploughing does not pay. At 
the present level of prices it is possible to use mechanical implements for ploughing. 
We have not neglected the supply of fertilizers. The procurement of fertilizers is 
under active consideration of the Supply Department, and we hope to get a faifljr 
large amount if we can get it under the lease-lend scheme. 

The Honourable Pandit HIRDAY NATH KUNZRU : If my Honourable 
friend will allow me, and if you. Sir, will allow me, I should like to draw the attention 
of the Honourable Member to the fact that the Gregory Committee recommends the 
manufacture of ammonium sulphate in this country, and not merely its importation 
from abroad ? 

The Honourable Sir JOGENDRA SINGH : We are trying to get the 
machinery for the purpose, and in Mysore and some other places people are already 
trying to make ammonium sulphate. The quantity needed is fairly .large — ^I think 
300,000 tons — ^and it will take some time to produce it. We also have on order 
nearly 100 tractors which I expect are on their way, and we may any moment receive 
advice that they have arrived in this country. 

Then there is the most important question of the dovelopmoJit of village forests. 
If we can save the Farm yard manure which is now used as fuel, it is calculated that 
we can get 125 million tons of manure. The only way to save it is to develop village 
forests so that fuel for tho villagers may be available. Our problem is Rural recons- 
truction. Our population is distributed as follows : 339 million people live in the 
villages, and 49 million people live in the towns. It is on the prosperity of these 339 
million people that the prosperity of the towns depotds. Wo need enough land for 
these 339 million people or other occupation. We can not increase tho area. The 
problem in its correct perspective, levealsthat we have no other alternative but to 
provide industrial employment for at least 30 per cent, of our population that now 
resides in the villages. The only way to provide industrial employment is to increase 
the purchasing power of this vast population. As long as their purchasing power is 
limited, it limits the expansion of industrial development. If thdir purchasing power 
is increased, industrial expansion for the time being, can be almost limitless. 

I entirely agree that there is need for an all India agricultural and indusirial 
poL’ey. But at the same time I cannot ignore the constitutional limit at iers which 
limit the scope of my departments. Agriculture, Health and Education arc primarily 
the concern of provinces. The Government of India at present can only advise,, 
but cannot in any way direct or increase the tempo of progress. This is a problem 
which can be solved by the co-operation of the provinces. In my mind, I have no 
doubt that if we have a large national policy which is for the good of the wholcv coun- 
try, the provinces will readily co-operate. It may be, that we have not been so far 
able to evolve a national policy. 

There is, lastly, the problem of money. Money is the measuring rod of the 
labour of man. And on the measure you apply to value the labour of a man depends 
the progress of the future. Inflation is a puzzle. The puzzle is this : is sterilization of 
money the best means of stabilising prices for deflation has no other ehd, but to 
maintain value or the production of foods is a better way of neutralising inflation ? 
This is a problem which I put before you for c6nsideration — what we should do to 
sterilize money, or make it productive. When the recovery plan was started in tho 
United States, it was, by what they called pressing tho pump there is pumping money 
that they started production. Our public men are only engaged in considering the 
sterilization of money it is more important to make money tho servant of man and 
using it for productive purposes. 

The Honourable Pandit HIRDAY NATH KUNZRU : Government must 
supply the machinery. 

The Honourable Sir JOGENDR A SINGH : Then again, there is the question 
of the price of produce. When you ask me to increase production, can you find any 
other way of stimulating production than the price incentive ? I will tell you how 
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i/he parity of prices has been disturbed. ' Take rice and jute in Bengal, for instance. 
One maund of jute was equal to two maunds of rice before the war. Now, one 
maund of jute is equal 30 seers of rice^ Then again, one maund of sugar was equal 
to three maunds of rice ; now, one maund of sugar is equal to 35 seers of rice. Take 
^gain, sugarcane : if the sugarcane js sold as dry fuel, it fetches more price than 
the sugarcane offered to the factories. These are important considerations which 
4 m agriculturist know. The agriculturist is clever enough to know what pays him, 
andche is wondering how his interests are being served by bis representatives here 
a-nd by his Government. Take, again, wheat. Wheat, in 1939, in Lahore was 
selling at Rs. 2-2-9 a maund. In July 1943 it was selling at Rs. 9-13-10 a maund — 
nearly four times the price it fetched before. But at the same time the living index 
in Lahore, which stood at 120, had risen to 330. The price has been merely trying 
to keep pace with the cost of living. You may take it that the cost of living also 
provides an index of the cost of production.Therofore, we must ponder over these 
facts and take no hasty decisions. We must agree that it is on the prosperity of the 
rural population that we can build up the future. My Honourable friend a little 
while ago referred to the foundation of life, but he did not define it clearly. I can 
dio it for him. The foundation of life in India is agriculture. If you make this 
foundation stronger, you can build bn it a structure which will endure. But if you 
weaken these foundations, , everything else must crumble away. Our problem 
is planning at a number of key positions and planning wisely and well. We do not 
want any more inquiries and reports, because, so far as the Agricultural Department 
is concerned, we have the Report of the Royal Commission on Agriculture presided 
over by Ijord Linlithgow, we have a very clear and able report of Sir John Russell 
And another report by Dr. Wright on cattle breeding. All that we need is, as my 
Honourable friend here pointed out, that these recommendations should be imple- 
n)ented. What happens generally is that reports are written and signed and hardly 
Any action taken to implement the recommendation. I beg this House to concen- 
trate their minds on constructive proposals. We have for long years dwelt on 
abstract thought, framed opinions and expressed views, but we have not easily made 
Any constructive proposals. I heard the debates in the other House and I have 
listened to the debate in this House with very anxious care. I have found no cons- 
tructive proposals which would help to build a better life for India, constructive 
proposals to raise the standard of living of our people, constructive proposals, in the 
words of our Prime Minister, Mr. Churchill, to give people food, work and homes. If 
we concentrate on doing things, I can promise you, that within five years wo can see 
A change for the better. But we must give up empty discussions and set up definite 
objective for attainment make oUr country an objective to place where a happier life 
is more universally possible. The need is to speed up the tempo of development of 
agriculture and to make money the servant of man rather than his master. 

The Honourable Mr. MAHENDRA LAL DAS : (Nominated Non-Official): 
Sir, I am much thankful to the Honourable the President for the permission which 
he has given to me to speak out ray mind in connection with the food problem which 
is under discussion on the floor of the House today. Sir, I come from Assam. I dp not 
know if any of the Honourable Members have any idea of the place. It is so remote 
from here. No voice from Assam is heard at Delhi. As in the case of Bengal the 
question of the food problem is engaging the attention of all sections of people, so 
also in Assam the same question has been seriously engaging the attention of all 
sections of t^ie people. At present ^Sir, Assam is no longer a land of plenty as in 
normal times. Now she is passing through an abnormal atmosphere. Sir, since 
the beginning of the current financial year the people of Assam have been faced 
with a very acute type of food crisis, so much so that in June, 1943, in the local 
Legislative Council, an adjournment motion had to be moved by some Members 
to discuss the food situation. With your permission. Sir, I would like to read out . 
a few lines just to enlighten the House with the picture with regard to the food problem 
in Assam. The adjournment motion was moved by Rai Sahib Apurba Kumar 
Ghosh in June, 1943 and there he said : — 

“ Within the last six weeks the prices of paddy and rice have risen to a height which was 
never even dreamt of before. The average ruling price of rice is about Bs. 30 per maund and 
this is beyond the purchasing power of the people with the result that a large number of people' 
do not know what are two square meals a oay.^* ^ 



FOOD situation. 


. 169 

][Mr. Mahendra Lai Das.] 

This is the position, Sir. Then he said 

“ It appears to me that this unfortunate position is not due to non-availability of paddy and 
Tice because if you want to purchase these coraanodities, you can have them provided you are 
prepared to pay the high and exorbitant price. Messrs. Steel Brothers have been purchasing 
rice and paddy at any price, and this is the main reason for the extraordinary rise in price of 
paddy and rice.” 

This is the situation which was discussed in June, 1943. Since then the Govern- 
ment have taken up the matter for consideration. The Government have taken 
up the cause of the Government servants. With your permission, Sir, I* would 
like to place before the House a copy of a memorial giving the increased prices of 
articles in Assam. This memorial was submitted by one of the Government servants * 
to the Chief Secretary to the Government of Assam. The memorial runs : — 

” I beg respectfully to submit the following representation for favourable consideration of 
the Government and at the very outset must regret for the necessity of submitting thesanie 
being pushed to the extreme limit of my resources by the circumstances beyond my control.” 

Rice, the memorialist says, has risen in price from Rs. 4-8-0 per maund to Rs. 36, 
an increase of nearly 800 per cent ; mustard oil from Rs. 18 per maund to over Rs. 80, 
♦.e., an increase of nearly 600 per cent.; Dal from Rs. 0-2-6 to Rs. 0-14-0 per seer, 
♦.€., an increase of nearly '600 per cent.; Bread from Rs. 0-1-0 to Rs. 0-4-0, t.c., by 
300 per cent.; Milk from Rs. 0-1-6 to Rs.0-6-0, t.c., by 300 per cent.; Fish — the 
price of this commodity, he says, has risen by 1,000 per cent. Thus, the prices of 
articles have gone up tremendously. This is clear from the statement which I 
have just made. Sir. 

Now, Sir, in view of these circumstances the Government have taken up the 
oause of the Government officials. They have introduced the system of rationing 
6 p M concessional rates so far as Government servants are concerned 

and in the case of Railway employees the Railways have taken up 
their cause and in their case as well the system of rationing and concessional rates 
have been introduced. In the case of tea garden coolies, the tea garden managers 
have taken up the cause of the coolies and the rationing system with concessional 
rates for purchase has been introduced in their case also. But in the case of the 
public absolutely nothing has been done by the Government in respect of rationing 
and concessional rates. It is only yesterday that I read in the papers, in the Amriia 
Bazar Patrita, that Government had reduced the price of rice to the extent of Rs. 22 
per maund and paddy to the extent of Rs 12-8-0. But in the absence of strict 
control in enforcing control prices I do not know how far Government will be success- 
ful in carrying out their control scheme in an efficacious way. 

(At this stage the Honourable the President vacated the Chair, which was taken by 
the Honourable Sir David Devadoss, Chairman.) 

Now, the population of Assam is increasing day by day for various reasons. It 
will not be wrong if I say that it has almost increased cent per cent. If any Honour- 
able Member happens to go to a street, he will find that the street is full of destitutes 
from Bengal. If one happens to go to the railway stations, lots of starving people 
from Bengal will be found on platforms ; and the same is the case in villages, 
bazaars etc. Destitutes from Bengal have gone to Assam for shelter. Over and 
above that, there are businessmen and contractors from all parts- of India carrying 
on business and contracts. In fields and jungles also there are people. There are 
military stations everywhere and there are military people. Assam has been placed 
in these circumstances. To speak the truth, Assam has got to pass an ordeal this 
time. It is doubtful if Assam can survive the ordeal. Last evening I came across 

an editorialTemark in the evening paper afld that has been rightly described . 

The Honourable the CHiiJRMAN (The Honourable Sir David Devadoss): 
You cannot read from a newspaper according to our convention. You can only 
make use of the information in your own words. 

The Honourable Mr. MAHENDRA LAL DAS : I am making use of the in- 
formation here. 

(At this stage the Honourable the President resumed the Chair.) 

It says that Assam is a frontier province and Bengal is close to it. It is perilously 
situated and Japan may come though Assam at any time and attack Bengal. So 
the position of Assam is very precarious. The Government of India sho^d take 
the case of. Assam into consideration with regard to the food situation. 
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This is what the Honourabe Mr. Sen said in his speech ; 

** The revised plan was drawn up on the basis of surpluses declared by the Provinces and 
States.** 

Whether Assam is a province that has diclared a surplus 'to be exported to some 
other province is a point on which I have no information. If it is a fact that Assam 
is one of the provinces that have declared surpluses, in that case under the present 
circumstances if that surplus is taken and exported to some other place, I am afraid 
Assam ^will soon catch the contagion of Bengal. There are already epidemics. 
Famine will 6oon overtake Assam if the surplus, if any declared, is taken away. 
At least it should bo kept in abeyance temporarily for a few months. Otherwise 
there is the danger of famine is Assam also. With this submission I resume my seat. 

The Honoubable Saiyed MOHAMED PADSHAH Sahib Bahadur (Madras : 
Muhammadan): Sir, we have tabled an amendment asking for a Royal Commis- 
sion to go into the matter. In tabling this amendment our object is not merely 
to fix and apportion blame wherever it is due, though even this purpose would quite 
justify asking for an enquiry, inasmuch as there has been so much talk imputing 
motives and partisanship to some agenda or individuals ; besides that, as has been 
observed by most of my Honourable friends who have preceded me and the Honour- 
able Mr. Buider in particular, there have been allegations and counter-allegations, 
charges and countercharges and all these require to be enquired into and investigat- 
ed and the truth found out. But, Sir, . 

The Honourable Sir DAVID DEVADOSS : Do it after the war. 

The Honourable Saiyed MOHAMED PADSHAH Sahib Bahadur : It 
has got to be done now. Besides this, there is another and more urgent and more 
useful reason for our asking for the enquiry, and that is forjthe purpose of finding out 
the causes which have gone to weaken the pasition of the country to the extent 
that at the very first impact of a really serious crisis the resources of the country 
seem to be quite insufficient to meet the requirements of the situation. It is. Sir,, 
as I said to find out these causes and to profit by our experience that the enquiry 
is needed just at present and not,, as my Honourable friend, Sir "David Devadoss 
wants to have it after the war. It is not paper enquiry ; it is an enquiry intended 
to find out the mistakes which have gone to militate against the efforts of the Gov- 
ernment towards an amelioration of the conditions in the country. 

To understand the position in the country it is necessary for us, Sir, to have 
in view the background and in trying to present the background for ^ the proper 
understanding of the proposition before the House. I am glad. Sir, that my task 
has been very much lightened by what my Honourable friend Mr. Mahtha said 
yesterday. He has given on account of the various Commissions and Committees 
and enquiries that have been conducted by the Government for the purpose of find- 
ing the vital statistics in this country and also investigating the causes for the fre- 
quent visitations of famine in the various parts of India. Therefore, Sir, I would 
mention only one thing in this respect and that is just to make the observation, 
that though for 30 or 40 years, if not even before that, the population of the country 
has been steadily increasing the Government did not take any effective steps, to 
stimulate agriculture in the country in order that the production in the country 
might be of the size to afford proper nourishment for the people in the country. 
I will just give you. Sir, an idea of the way in which all these enquiries have resulted 
and the account to which these enquiries have been turned. I will refer only to the 
investigation of the vital statistics in this country which was conducted by General 
Megaw only about ten years ago, to which investigation reference has been every 
just now by my Honourable friend, the Member for Education, Health and Lands. 

As you know, General Megaw said that 39 per cent of the people in the country 
wore properly nourished, 41 per cent poorly nourished, and 20 per cent badly nourish- 
ed. But what is the result of all this labour, Sir. The result is that General Megaw 
finds the only useful advice and help that he could give to the population, to the 
people, of the country is to ask them to practise birth-control I This, Sir, was a< 
counsel of despair and this is illustrative of the attitude of the Government in the 
country when they have to consider qiXestions which are so vitally important for 
the welfare of the people of the country. You do not move your little finger to try 
and stimulate agriculture ; you do not move your little filler to help the poor 
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agriculturist, whose bad lot, whose unhappy Jot, has. been th6 ttetiie of every Com- 
mission’s report and all that you ask is that now that the famines have become more 
scarce, now that the pestilence has become less severe, the best thing to do is to try 
to stop the flow of population in the country. As Mr. Jinnah remarked in the other 
House this increase in the population of 50 to 60 millions in the country has not 
come suddenly as a bolt from the blue. The people have not descend^ all at toce 
on the land. The increase has been steady and if only those who had been in charge 
of the well-being, who have been the custodians of the health and welfare, of the 
people in the country, had discharged their duty properly, they had ample opportu- 
nity, every facility, to try and help the production in the country to keep pace with 
the increase in its population. 

My Honourable friend, the Member for Education, Health and Lands just 
stated that one of the reasons why agriculture could not bo stimulated was that 
it was a provincial subject. Sir, this Provincial Autonomy was started only about 
six years ago but what was the condition in the country before that. Until 1937, 
as you know. Sir, the most important portfolio which had a very vital, very important, 
bearing on the production of agriculture w^as a Reserved subject, I mean Irrigation! 
Even people like my Honourable friend, Sir Jogeudra Singh, would admit that if 
agriculture has not made the kind of progress that it. ought to have, it was, mainly 
l^ecause of want of irrigation and this irrigation was a Rescrvcid subject a subject 
under direct control of the Central Government.' Was it not up to the Government 
during all these years until 1937 to have taken the ne(;essary stops to try and give 
irrigation facilities to the agriculturists in the country ? In my own Province, 
Sir, there has beeti a cry for putting into effect the. schemes of Tungabhadra. Time 
and again it was brought to the notice of the Government that if only the Tunga- 
bhadra Project could bo gone through lakhs of acres of land would become cultivable, 
but, Sir, money was found for many other pury)Oses which were not of any urgent 
and immediate need but no money could he, found for giving effect to the carrying 
out of this Tungabhadra Project which would have been such a boon, such a blessing 
to the people in the Ceded Districts and lUiaraboul . The fact of the matter is, 
Sir, that all that the Govornnuuit was concerned or anxious about was to got its 
taxes. It acted mainly as only a tax-gathena* and if it played any otlier part it 
Wtas the part of the Police but the parts of the Police and the tax-gatherer are not 
the only two functions that devolve upon Government. Tlio Government has 
the duty devolving upon it to try and mak(^ food available to its subjects— every 
section of the population in the country, and for making this statement, Sir, I have 
the authority of the Honourable the Food S<-(!i’etary who spoke the other day in the 
other House. Ho laid a dictum and very coi nnjtly that — 

“ Kood is the common proporty to which rich and poor have equal share and equal right.*’ 

If this is the dictum accepted by the authorities then they should see to it that the 
rich and the poor got their share alike from this common property. If the poor man 
is rtot able to get his due, is it not the responsibility of the Government ? Is it 
not tho duty of tho Government tq see that tlio poor man docs get his due ? After 
all, the securing of food and tho nourishment and sustenance of the subjects is 
one of the elementary responsibilities of any Government of any civilized country. 

Sir, as regards the situation which we are now considering, one of the reasons 
put forward by the Central Government is that the provinces nori-co-operated. 
I am not going to dilate much on this since much has been said about it already. 
All that I wish to state now is this, that if tho Central Government had a mind to 
do it had the courage to do it, it «6uld have enforced implicit obedience on the 
part of the provinces. It could have secured the co-operation and help of the pro- 
vincial Governments in co-ordinating its efforts and bringing much needed^relief 
to the people who were suffering in Bengal and other parts of the country. 
Does not Government resort Jbo such powers when law and order is 
menaced ? When law and order menaced, does the Government tolerate 
any indifference • on the part of any, of the provinces ? If the least 
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danger is scented about the disturbance of law and order, the whole 
machinery of Government is set to work and word goes from the Central Govern- 
ment, and every province, every district, becomes a police camp. JiVhen it is possible 
to do that, is it not possible, is it not obligatory on the part of Government to take 
prdf)er steps to see that the people get their nourishment, at least a bare sustenance? 

I do not quite appreciate many other observations that were made by some of 
the speakers in the recent debates in the British Parliament, but the one redeeming 
feature about it is that a number of members who spoke insisted that the respon- 
sibility for feeding the people in India rested on the British Government — on the 
India Office and on the Central Government. There was no doubt in their minds 
that for much of the muddle which has happened the Central Government is res- 
ponsible, however much or however little the provinces or the hoarders or the non- 
officials or others might be responsible — ^that the mam responsibility devolved 
on the Central Government and was not properly discharged by that Government. 
How could a deficit province pool its resources and try and combat a huge famine 
which . had engulfed it ? Very few resources were at the command of the provinces. 
As I have already said, the production in the country was not* enough. Take the 
case of Bengal. As we know, Bengal had lost its source of supply, a very substan- 
tial source, ever since Burma was occupied by the enemy. Then again, there was 
the cyclone. Floods and inundations worked havoc with the crops in tlxe country. 
Then how was Bengal in a positiob to meet ^he needs of the situation without any 
help from outside ? And for any help to come from outside, it was the Centre 
which liad the authority and x^ower to provide facilities. And from all the reports 
that we have seen in the papers we find that the Central Government, even though 
at a late hour it realised the seriousness of the situatioxi, did not do its job quite 
prox^erly, could not go about it in the right manner. TWo was vacillation, inde- 
cision, weakness, want of foresight, on the part of the Central Government. There 
were control conferences, and there were food conferences, and the result was that 
every conference went back upon the recommendations of the previous conferences, 
and the Government, in its vacillation, tried to implement the report of every con- 
ference, feeling that the public would be satisfied if only the view of the conference 
was implemented. The Government ^hould have taken a longer view of things. 
It should have had a much broader outlook. Government might have been under 
the impression that the confidence of the people could bo secured if only the re- 
commendations of these various conferences were given effect to. But at the same 
time they should have realised that, after all, once the confidence of the people was 
secured, the co-operation of the country would result. They should have had an 
eye to the result, not to the securing of confidence of the people momentarily. If 
they had only taken a serious view of the situation earlier, it would have been pos- 
sible for them to make provision for this emergency and to mitigate the effect of 
the disaster to a great extent. 

T'liE Honourable the PRESIDENT : Please close your remarks now. 

The Honourable Saiyed MOHAMED PADSHAH SAins Bahadur : Just one 
word about the Grow More Food Campaign. When was this camxiaign launched? 
Only a year and a few months ago. Even then nothing was seriously done which 
was really calculated to hedp the country to have more food at its disposal. One 
thing that should have been done by the Government was to see that the agricul- 
turist had the imj)lemcnts to till his soil in order to be in a position to grow more 
food. Has there been enough supply of imjiroved seeds ? Has there been enough 
supply of farming imiilemeiits to the agriculturist Merely x>o8ting of placards 
asking the agriculturist to grow more food would never work. Nobody imagined 
that these placards and exhortations to the people would work the mirac^6. 

I sound a note of warning, while I am on the subject, that the Government 
cannot take things so easily as it has been doing so far. Of course I do not say that 
the Government has not made any efforts to tackle the situation. It did make 
efforts but began to do so only at a very late hour. Even after it did, so, it did* not 
go about its business in the right manner ; it allowed many things to drift on aocouni 
of its indecision, on account of its vacillation and lack of a broader outlook. I 
must bring to the notice of the Government the fact that, after all, this food question 
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which is being discussed here is a question which is not only of vital importance for 
the present but it is going to be a question of grtat importance for years to come* 
A number of my Honourable friends have quoted many authorities about it: I 
would just draw attention to a statement made by Mr. Henry Wallace, the United 
States Vice-President, who is of opinion that in 1944 food will be the toughest of 
world problems. He also quotes facts to show how from 1918 to 1924 there were 
more lives lost in Europe than during the last war, and Hiat one of the main reasons 
for the loss of life was the shortage of food. He also quotes facts and figures to show 
how it was this want of food, the presence of hungry people in Europe, that was 
responsible for installing Hitlerism, Socialism, Fascism and all kinds of “ isms 
in Europe. It is therefore necessary for us to take a lesson from what had hapi)cncd 
in Europe. We should take steps in time in order that such a thing many not recur* 

The Honourable the PRESIDENT : You have exceeded your time limit. 
Please conclude now. 

The Honourable Saiyed MOHAMED PADSHAH Sahtb Bahadur : Many 
speakers before me have been given a very largo latitude, Sir, and I do not want a 
larger latitude than that which you have allow^cd them. 

Now we are glad that relief has at last come. But it has come, aftcT thousands 
and lakhs of lives had been lost, after so many families had been deprived of all 
that they had, and after thousands of childrcji had been orphaned and tlmusands of 
^ women had been widow^ed. It has come, but at a very late horn. But I am glad 
^that even at this late hour it has come. But it is not through the agency which 
has been working all along to fight the famine. It has come through another agency 
—through an individual who has shown the courage of his convictions. What- 
ever might be the verdict of history, when His Excelkmcy Lord Wavell lays down 
the reins of office, at least this one thing wliich he did will stand out always to hiA 
credit , that like the great soldier that he was, he at once knew how to fight the demon 
of famine and with what weapons. 

The Honourable the PRESIDENT : All that has been said two or throe 
times dining this debate. 

The Honourable Saiyed MOHAMED PADSHAH Sahib Bahadur : May bo. 
Sir, but what I want to say, I mtist say also. 

The Honourable the PRESIDENT : But you cannot say that all the time. 
Your time is up. You can only say with my permission. 

The Honourable Saiyed MOHAMED PADSHAH Sahib Bahadur : If you 
will only give me 5 minutes more, Sir 

The Honourable the PRESIDENT ; I have already given you 7 minutes 
over your time. 

The Honourable Saiyed MOHAMED PADSHAH Sahib Bahadur : I 
just want to say that ho realised the defect in the armoury with which th(^ civil 
administration was fighting this enemy. He realised that the civil administration 
was handicapped or hampered by red tapism and like a great soldier that he was, 
he tore away the meshes of red tapism and at once provided that help which was 
so immediately needed. 1 therefore ask the civil administration to take a lesson 
from this, namely, not to be bound by rules and regulations, not be bound by pre- 
cedent, but to judge the situation on its merits and act accordingly. This is the 
advice w hich we have given in this House on number of occasions, namely, that 
the Government should oast to the winds all its red. tapism and should realise the 
necessity and the urgency of tho food problem and do things promptly, and having 
come to a decision must implement that decision relentlessly, ruthlessly and im- 
mediately. 

The Honourable Rai Bahadur SRI NARAIN MAHTHA : You tvant 
military rule in Bengal. 

The Honourable the PRESIDENT : Honourable Members, I am glad that 
the decision I arrived at this morning h^ enabled 15 Honourable Members of the 
House to address the Council today. The Council is now adjourned till Tuesday 
, the 23rd November, 

> The Council then adjourned till Eleven of the Clock on Tuesday the 23rd Novemp 
ber, 1943. * 
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Tuesday^ 2Srd Novembery 1943. 

The Council met in the Council Chamber of the Council House at Eleven of the 
Clock, the Honourable the President in the Chair. 

QUESTIONS AND'ANSWERS. 

•Opinion of the Chief Justice of India rbqabdinq the Enlargement of the 
Jurisdiction of the Federal Court. 

126, The Honourable Raja YUVERAJ DUTTA SINGH : Has the attention 
of Government been drawn to the following expression of opinion of Sir P^rick 
Spens, Chief Justice of the Federal Court of India, at a party given to him in Madras, 
about the last week of September, 1943, that “ it was absolutely inevitable that the 
Federal Court should become the supreme court of India, and that the sooner the 
‘Central Legislature in India was given the powers to form the court the better it would 
be for all concerned ” ? Do Government propose to take steps in the direction 
suggested so that the Federal Court in India should develop into a general Court of 
Appeal from the High Courts in India ? 

The Honourable Mr. SHAVAX. A. LAL : Government have seen press reports 
of the observations of the Honourable the Chief Justice. On the second part of the 
question I have nothing to add to my reply to the Honourable Member’s question 
No. 29 asked on the 17th November, 1943. 

Number of Deaths from Starvation in Bengal. 

127. The Honourable Raja YUVERAJ DUTTA SINGH : Do Government 
keep in touch with the famine situation in Bengal, and, if so, will they state 
the approximate total ntimber of deaths from starvation in Bengal, and Calcutta, 
up to date ? 

The Honourable Mr. B. R. SEN : (a) ’Fhe Government of India are keeping 

themselves in closer and continuous touch with the situation in Bengal, both through 
the Provincial Government and through the Regional Commissioner (Food). 

(b) A statement is laid on the table showing the total number of deaths reported 
an Calcutta, week by week from the beginning of this year till 30th October, 1 943. 
No information is available as to what proportion of those deaths is directly or in- 
directly attributable to starvation. No accurate information regarding deaths in 
the different districts in Bengal outside Calcutta is available with the Government 
of India. ' 

StcUement showing Weekly Total ^Mortality occurring in CakuUa during 1943. 
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The Honourable Pandit HIRDAY NATH KUNZRU : Is it a fact that the 
Fopd Member stated in the Legislative Assembly in the course of the food debate 
^ere that the total number of deaths in Bengal up to the present- time had been 
in the neighbourhood of 58,000 ? 

( 176 ) 
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The Hohoubable Mr. B. R. SEN : Yes, Sir, he stated that that was the figure 
but he also stated that he held no brief for the accuracy of these figures. These 
figures had been collected by the district oflSccrs and were very approximate. 

The Honourable PANDIT HJRDAY NATH KUNZRU: Are these the 
figures relating to the whole of Bengal or certain selected districts for which the 
Government of India wanted statistics ? 

The Honourable Mb. B. R. SEN : The whole of Bengal outside Calcutta. 

The Honourable Pandit HIRDAY NATH KUNZRU : They are fantasti- 
cally wrong then. 

Position of Sukkub Barrage Debt. 

128. The Honourable Raja YUVERAJ DUTTA SINGH : (a) WiU Govern- 
ment make a statement indicating the position of the Sukkur Barrage debt, and the 
way in which the Sind Government proposes to repay it to the Central Government ? 

(b) Is it a fact that this debt amounts to about Rs. 24 crores ? What is the 
amount of interest per year and how ihany instalments of what amounts have 
been paid by the Sind Government ? 

(c) Whet part, if any, the subvention is likely to play in relation to the repays 
ment of the debt ? 

The Honourable Mr. C. E. JONES : (a) I would invite the attention of the 
Honourable Member to the rep lies given on this subject to his questions No. 297 on 
the 7th April, 1938 and No. 172 on the 18th November, 1941. 

A statement showing the repayments of capital and interest to date is laid on the 
table. 

(6) From this statement it will be seen that the balance of debt outstanding as 
on the 31st of March, 1943 was in the neighbourhood of Rs. 21 crores. 

Interest at 4J per cent, per annum is payable on the amount of capital outstand- 
ing from time to time. The amounts of interest so far paid will be seen in the state- 
ment. 

(c) Th(^ subventions prescribed for certain Provinces including Sind, in the 
Schedule to the Government of India (Distribution of Revenues) Order, 1936, were 
determined on the principle that it was necessary to start the Provinces on an even 
keel and to equip them so as to enjoy a rcasonabh^ prospect of maintaining financial 
equilibrium. In the case of Sind, when considering the probable revenue balances of 
the Province from year to year, it was of course necessary, inter alia, to take into 
account the estimated excess of the net receipts from the Barrage over the amounts 
of capital repayment and intenist charges of the Barrage debt each year under the 
repayment scheme. In this connection I would draw the attention of the Honourable 
Member to paragrap hs 3 and 13 of the Report of the Financial Enquiry by Sir Otto 
Niemeyor. 


LLOYD BARRAGE DEBT. 

Repayments of capital and payment of interest, 

^ (In lakhs of rupees.) 



Year. 

Opening 

balance. 

Capital repaid 
during the 
year. 

Interest paid 
during the 
year. 

1936- 37 . 

1937- 38 

1938- 39 

1939- 40 
194041 

1941- 42 

1942- 43 

• 

2533-62 

2501-62 

2486-00 

2481-22 

2446-03 

2367-73 

2246^00 

32- 10 
16-43' 

3-87 

35-19 

88-30 

112-73 

130- 00* 

118-66 

116-71 

115- 78 

116- 72 
113-89 
107-89 

97-87 


Total up to 1942-43 


418-62 

786-42 


Balanoe of debt on Ist April, 1942 = 21,15 lakhs. 

1943- 44 2115- 00 7500t 97-66t 

Estimated balance of debt as on Ist April, 1944 = 20,40 lakhs. 


* Includes the first fixed instalment under the repayment scheme — 76 lakhs and a special 
pre-payment of 55 lakhs. 

t Payment of the second instalment of Rs. 75 lakhs waa made in April. 1943. 
t Budget estimate for 1943-44. 
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Proposed Appointment op a High Commissioner op Australia in India. 

129. The Honourable Raja YUVERAJ DUTTA SDTGH : Is it a fact that 
Australia proposes to appoint a High Commissioner to India ? If so, is there any 
High Commissioner to Australia, appointed*by India ? If not, is it proposed to 
make such an appointment and to consider the appointment of a suitable Indian 
to the post ? 

The Honourable Mr. N. R. PILLAI : Yes, the Australian Grovernmeat have 
decided to appoint a High Commissioner in India, There is at present no High 
Commissioner for India in Australia, but the question of appointing one is finder 
Government’s consideration ; and the ]3ossibilitv of selecting a suitable Indian for 
the post will be considered. 

Representation of India in the United Nations Commission for the Investi- 
gation of War Crimes. 

130. The Honourable Raja YUVERAJ DUTTA SINGH : Is it a fact that 
among other allied countries India was also represented at a mooting which was held 
at the Foreign Office, London, on the 20tli October, 1943, the Lord Chancellor Presid- 
ing to make final arrangements for establishing forthwith in London, a United 
Nations Commission for the investigation of war crimes and criminals ? If so, who 
represented India and by whom will India bo in future represented on such u 
Commission 1 

The Honourable Mr.E. CONRAN-SMITH (On behalf of Defence Department): 
With your permission. Sir, I will reply to this question and question No. 141 on behalf 
of the Honourable the DeJenco Member, It was agreed that India should be represent- 
ed by the Secretary of State and the High Commissioner for India, but W(' liave not 
yet received information as to who actually attended the m(v.}ti ng. 

Profits made by various Provincial Governments by selijng Foopgrains. 

131. The Honourable Raja YUVERAJ DUTTA SINGH : (a) Will Govern- 
ment state whether it is a fact as stated by Sardar Baldev Singh, Development 
Minister, Punjab Government, in course of his statement that while the Punjab 
Government made no profit in the sale or export of its wheat, rice, or any other 
agricultural product, “ the United rrovinces, Sind and Bengal did make profits with 
the full knowledge of the Government of . India, and despite protests from other 
provinces even the Government of India made a profit of about one rupee per maund 
on wheat purchased on its behalf in the Punja b, and sold to deficit l^ovinces ** 
(vide the “ Pioneer ”, dated the 26th October, 1943) ? 

(b) If so, will Government state the circumstances relating to the profits made 
by them or with their full knowledge as stated in the quotation given above ? 

The Honourable Mr. B. R. SEN : (a) and (b) The facts are as follows 

The Sind Government has controlled })rices within the Province at a figure which 
gives the producer a comparatively low ri;tuni. In order to enable the Province to 
plan for the future welfare of the producer and in consideration of their successful 
price control, the Government of India have agreed that, pending the establishment 
of regional price parities all over India, they may charge for their exports, prices 
higher than the controlled prices in Sind. As regards the United Provinces, enquiry 
has revealed that the allegation was incorrect. In fact the prices charged by the 
United Provinces vary between Rs. 14-10-0 and Rs. 15-4-0 per maund, including bags 
f. o. r. station of despatch and the United Provinces Government have stated that 
there is no element of profit in those prices. 

The results of the enquiry made from Bengal are contained in the Press Note of 
the 9th October, a copy of which is placed on the table. 

So far as the profit alleged to have been made by the Government of India is 
concerned, the facts are as follows. The pooled price for the first 81,500 tons qf wheat 
purchased by the Government of India from the Punjab for supply to deficit areas 
worked out at Rs. 11-6-1 per maund. To this was added an element to cover tho 
commission to be paid to purchasing agents, the cost of administration of tho Central 
Government and the Supplying administration and a margin to cover small fluctua* 
tions. The pool price was, therefore, fixed at Rs. 11-10-0 a maund, but an under- 
taking was given in clear terms to aU Governments that should this price result iii a 
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profit to the Central Government as a result of later purchases being at a lower price 
the profit would be returned to the deficit areas. In pursuance of this undertaking a 
preliminary refund of 0-11-0 a maund has already been ordered to be made to the 
Governments supplied by the Central Government. 

. ' / 

PRESS NOTE. 

Wheat pbices in Bengal. 

Central Government explains position, » 

^The attention of the Gov'ernment of India has been drawn to the anxiety prevailing in 
the two main wheat exporting provinces lest the Government of Bengal may have derived* 
or sliould henceforth derive, an undue addition to Provincial Revenues from the sale of wheat 
exported or to be exported from those provinces to Bengal under arrangements made by the 
Government of India. The Government of India have accordingly obtained from the Govern- 
ment of Bengal a statement of position which is as follows : — 

2. All wheat imported from other provinces under arrangements ma<le by the Govern- 
ment of India is held in Government custody. Since the first of May last wheat is being sold 
to mills at a fixed price. Consignments received prior to that date were made over to the mills 
direct at cf>8t price. The mills are allowed to sell their wheat products at ex-mill prices fixed 
under the Defence of India Rules corresponding to the retail rates for such products which are 
also fixed statutorily. The schedule of rates in force from the first May is as follows ; — 


Rate for sales Ex-mill prices Retail prices 

Period. of wheat to atta and flour atta i<nd flour 

mills. respectively. respectively. 



Rs. A. 

p. 

Rs. 

A. 

p. 


Rs. A. 

p. 

Ist May to 1st August 

15 S 

0 per md. 

19 

0 

0 

per md. 

20 0 

0 per md. 




19 

0 

0 


20 0 

0 

Ist August to 20th September . 

14 4 

0 „ 

16 

8 

0 

»» 

17 8 

0 „ 




19 

0 

0 


20 0 

0 

20th Sopteinher onward , ^ . 

12 12 

0 . .. 

14 

0 

0 

»» 

16 0 

0 




19 

0 

0 

9* 

20 0 

0 


3. During the four months May to August 1943 inclusive the Bengal Government have 
derived a gross revenue of Rs* 3.3*44 lakhs on a turn-over of 19*84 lakhs maunds of imported 
wheat. This has been derived solely froirn sales of, wheat to mills. The Bengal Government 
are not concerned in any of the subsequent transactions. In considering this revenue figure 
it has to be conceded that the Government of Bong^ 'fixed their selling prices of wheat to the 
mills having regard to a number of estiinate<l charges for handling, storage, delivery, etc., which 
in view of the poor deliveries of wheat in most of the months in question were never actually 
incurred. It will bo noticed that tlie Government of Bengal effected a reduction of Rs. 1-4-0 
per maund in their sale price of wheat with effect from the first August when it became apparent 
that receipts were accumulating. The price now in force is Rs. 12-12-0 Per maund which, 
regard being had to the F. O. R. prices current in the Punjab and the United Provinces respec- 
tively, will represent an actual loss to the Bengal Government. On the footing that the quan- 
tities still due under the Basic Plan are exported to Bengal in an even monthly flow, it is esti- 
mated tliat the Bengal Government’s loss on sales of imported wheat to mills over the remain- 
ing period of the revised Basic Plan will amount to Rs. 40*3 lakhs which after deducting the 
accumulated revenue of Rs. 33*44 lakhs will leave a net loss to the Bengal Government of 
Rs. 6 • 86 lakhs. The Government of India are satisfied that the selling price of wheat now fixed 
by the Government of Bengal is reasonable. 

4. As regards the “ Milling' Differential ” allowed to the mills the Government of India 

fiave decided that the question should be gone into by the Regional Ck>mmi8sioner, Eastern 
Region, Mr. Justice Braund, with the aid of a Cost Accounts Officer of the Government of India, 
with a vfew to ascertaining whether the “ Differential ” allowed to the mills, and the consequen- 
tial retail prices to the public are reasonable. , 

5. The above calculations do not include imported wheat products, which the Government 
of Bengal have been selling at the statutory prices fixed for ex-mill sales detailed in paragraph 2. 
The gross revenue received by the Government of Bengal on resales of imported wheat products 
up to the end of August 1943 amounts to Rs. 6*32 lakhs. In regard to this revenue, it would 
be undesirable and unworkable in practice to fix different sets of wholesale and retail prices 
for local and imported wheat prodiicts. The question of wiping out the ctooumulated revenue 
on wheat products is, however, under the active consideration of the Government of Bengal. 
Food Department, 

New Delhi, October 9, 1943, ' 

Ttas Honourablb Mb. HOSSAIN IMAM : Is it a fact that the Sind Goyem- 
ment has the intention of raising the wheat prices internally and th^t the Govern- 
ment of India wants to stop them from doing so ? 

Thx Honoubablb Mb. B. R. SRN : Sir, there is a eertain attempt in Sind to 
give up the present oontjol of price, but a direction has been issued by the Govern, 
ment of India under section 126A not to give up the statutory control of price with- 
out reference to the Government of India. 
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The Honourable Mb. HOSSAIN IMAM : la it only that they should not give 
it up or they have been debarred from raising or lowering prices for internal purchase ? 

The Honourable Mr. B. R. SEN ; We Vant that the present prices should be 
Nmaintained. 

The Honourable Mr. HOSSAIN IMAM : Will the Honourable Member give 
the reason for maintaining the prices fixed last year when the prices of all the neces- 
sities have gone up ? ^ • 

The Honourable Mr. B. R. SEN : We have been assured by the Sind Govern- 
ment that the prices fixed by them were the right prices for the cultivators. 

The Honourable Mr. HOSSAIN IMAM : Was that assurance given before- 
hand, a year back, and have they not claimed that the prices have gone further up 
and therefore there should be a rise in prices ? 

The Honourable Mr. B. R. SEN : We have not received any such claim from 
the Sind Government. 

The Honourable Mr. HOSSAIN IMAM : About the United Provinces tho 
Government’s reply given the other day indicated that the Government purchased 
oil seeds at Rs. 12 and sold at Rs. 14. It was stated in this House in reply to a ques- 
tion from the Honourable Raja Yuveraj Dutta Singh or the Honourable Pandit 
Kunzru, and the Honourable Member just now said that the United Provinces 
Government was not making profits. 

The Honourable the PRESIDENT : Please pul a straight question. 

The Honourable Mr. HOSSAIN IMAM : Is the Government aware that the 
Government is bu 3 dng oil seeds at Rs. 12 and selling them at Rs. 14 to the exportera 
from the United Provinces ? 

The Honourable Mr. B. R. SEN : This question refers to foodgraiais. So 
far as foodgrains are concerned the Government of the United Provinces purchased 
at different prices at different times and they are selling to the deficit provinces at a 
pool price. They have assured us that in selling to the deficit provinces at a pool 
price’jthey are not making any profit. 

The Honourable Mr. HOSSAIN IMAM : Are oil seeds included in foodgrains ? 

The Honourable Mr. B. R. SEN : No, Sir. 

The Honourable Pandit HIRDAY NATH KUNZRU : xMay I draw the 
Honourable jVfember’s attention to the fact that the question does not relate merely 
to foodgrains but to wheat, rice and other agricultural products ? 

The Honourable Mr. B. R. SEN : So far as the Food Department are con- 
cerned they are interested in the price of foodgrains at the present moment. 

The Honourable Mr. HOSSAIN IMAM : Are ghee and oil outside your 
purview ? 

The Honourable Mr. B. R. SEN : Ghee is within the purview of the Pood 
Department but I understood this question to refer only to foodgrains. 

Indian Settlers in Mauritius. 

132, The Honourable Raja YUVERAJ DUTTA SINGH : (a) Is it a fact 
that there are about 281,000 Indian settlers in Mauritius, and they form 75 per 
cent of the total population ? , 

(5) What steps have Government taken to secure for them equality of status, 
franchise and economic and political rights with the rest of the population and with 
what effect 1 

(c) Have Government made any enquiry into the alarming allegation contained 
in a cable despatched from Port Lowis, dated the 16th October, 1943, and published 
in the press that Police shot four Indians comprising a woman, and lads ’’ ? 

(d) What are the facts of this case and what steps have been taken by Govern* 
ment in this matter 1 

The Honourable Mr. G. S. BOZMAN : (a) In 1938 the estimated Indian popu- 
lation in Mauritius was 269,885, i.e., about 66 per cent, of the total population. 

(5) The Indians in the Colony have the same economic and political rights as 
other members of the general population and, there is no discrimination against them* 
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(c) and (d) I have received a telegraphic report that disturbances occurred on 
4 estates pending the settlement of a demand for higher wages. The police are report- 
ed to have been assaulted and in the cfturse of firing which followed, 3 persons were 
killed and 3 wounded. A Commission of Enquiry is investigating the causes of the 
outbreak and Conciliation and Wages Boards are examining the adjustment of wages. 
Further details arc on their way and after receiving them I shall consider what further 
action, if any, is required. 

* India’s Representative at Moscow. 

133. The Honourable Mr. NARAYANDAS GIRDHARDAS : Is the 

Government of India repn seated in diplomacy at Moscow ? (6) If so, what is the 

name of India’s representative at Moscow? If not, do Government propose to 
secure their representation ? 

The Honourable Sir MAHOMED USMAN : (a) and (b) Neither Government 
has yet found that its affairs in the territory of the other were sufficiently extensive 
to wariant a proposal for the exchange of representatives. 

Presentation of a Token of Appreciation to M. Stalin on behalf of India* 

134. The Honourable Mr. NARAYANDAS GIRDHARDAS : Do the 
Government of India contemplate the presentation of a token of appreciation and 
admiration, emulating the illustrious example of the United Kingdom which sent 
a sword to M. Stalin, the Marshal of the U. S. S. R., of its prowess against German 
hordes ? 

The Honourable Sir MAHOMED USMAN : The Honourable Member pre- 
sumably refers to the “ Sword of Honour ” which is being presented by His Majesty 
the King Emperor to Marshal Stalin for the City of Stalingrad as a token of admira- 
tion for the heroic defence of that City by its inhabitants and the Russian Army. 
’J’hc Oov(Tnment of India whole-heartedly associate themselves with the admiration 
and appreciation expressed by the Honourable Member but in view of His Majesty *s 
presentation regard the presentation of a separates token from India as inappropriate^ 

India’s trade with U. S. S. R. through the United Kingdom Commercial 

Corporation. 

135. The Honourable Mr. NARAYANDAS GIRDHARDAS : What is 
India’s trade, by categories, volume and value, through the United Kingdom 
Commercial Corporation, with the U. S. S. R., up to date ? 

The Honourable Mr. N. R. PILLAI : Supplies valued at about eight crores 
of rupe(»s have })een despatched so far by the United Kingdom Coinmercial Corpora- 
tion from India to Russia. Of this total, more than halt is accounted for by jute 
and jute goods. Other commodities despatched by the Corporation to Russia are 
mainly shellac, tea, canvas, rope and spices. 1 regret that E am not in a position to 
disclose detailed figures for each commodity. 

Manufacture of Cargo Planes in India. 

136. The Honourable Mr. NARAYANDAS GIRDHARDAS : (a) Do the 
Government of India propose to start the nmnufactiiro of cargo planes within the 
country for use of the offensive and for the duration of the war ? 

(b) If not, what are the insuperable difficulties in the way ? 

His Excellency the COMMANpER-ix -CHIEF : (a) and (5) So far as the 
Fighting Services are concerned it has been fpund easier and more economical to 
imjKirt such freight carrying aircraft as are required from countries where they are 
already in production in large quantities, ’fhe question of manufacture in India 
for military purposes has not therefore arisen. 

Effect on India’s Sterling Balances on the Establishment of the South 

East Asia Command. 

137. The Honourable Mr. NARAYANDAS GIRDHARDAS : Will Govern- 
ment state whether the establishment of the South East Asia Command, in 
defence of India, under Lord Louis Mouiitbatten^ demolisli India’s sterling 
balances in entire, or in part ? 

The Honourable Mr. C. E. JONES : The answer is in the negative. 
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Prospect op India becoming a Debtor Country. 

138. The Honourable Me. NARAYANDAS GIRDHARDAS : Is there any 
prospect of India becoming a debtor country •again as a result of uiiancing the 
'South East Asia Command ? 

The Honourable Mr. C. E. JONES : The answer is in the negative. 
Amendment op Government op India Act, 1935 to take away Food, Clothing, 

ETC., FROM THE PURVIEW OF PROVINCIAL AUTONOMY. ^ 

139. The Honourable Mr. NARAYANDAS GIRDHARDAS : Have the 
Government of India any intention of making a proposal for amending the 
Government of India Act of 1936, so as to take away food, clothing and housing 
from the purview of provincial autonomy ? 

The Honourable Sir MAHOMED USMAN : No, Sir. 

Sharing op all Collection op Taxes by Central Government with Provincial 

Governments. 

140. The Honourable Mr. NARAYANDAS GIRDHARDAS : Do the Gov- 
ernment of India propose to go into shares with the provinces in collections of 
all taxes, as in the case of the income-tax ? 

The Honourable Mr. C. E. JONES : I would invite the Honourble Member to 
refer to the Government of India Act, 1935 and the Go voriiTiient of India (Distribution 
of Revenues) Order, 1936, whicli govern the distribution of revenues between the 
Governmont of India and the Provincial Governments. 

Number and Value of Contracts given to Indian and European Firms by the 

Supply Department. 

141. The Honourable Mr. NARAYANDAS GIRDHARDAS : Will Govern- 
ment state how many contracts from the Supply Department of the Government 
have been given to Indians or Indian firms and how many to Europeans or 
European firms, and their values ? 

The Honourable Mr. E. CONRAN-SMITH (Secn^tary, Home Department, 
^)n behalf of Supply Department) : The total number of contra(*ts placed by the 
Supply Department runs into thousands, and it would take some considerable time 
to work out the correct figures. Statistics of value of contracts, each of Rupees one 
lakh or over, are maintained under the heads ‘ Indian firms * and ‘ Non-Indian 
firms \ During the 12 months October, 1942 to September, 1943, the total value of 
contracts of Rupees one lakh and over placed by the Supply Department was ap- 
proximately Rs. 1 15 *55 crores, Rs. 65-17 crores with Indian firmvS and Rs. 50-38 
•crores with Non-Indian firms. 

Decision of Food Conference held in Bengal under the Presidency of His 

Excellency the Viceroy. 

142. The Honourable Pandit HIRDAY NATH. KUNZRU : (a) With refer- 
ence to the third item in the programme adopted for immediate execution in Bengal 
at a Food Conference held in Calcutta on the 28th October, 1943, over which 
H. E. the Viceroy presided, will Government state what are the ‘ resources of 
the Army ’ wiiich will bo made ‘ available to the maximum possible extent in the 
districts worst affected ’ and what are the districts in which they will be made 
available ? 

(6) To what extent will the Army authorities make the foodgrains stored by 
them for the army available for the use of the starving civil population ? 

The Honourable Mr. B. R. SEN : (a) The Army have lent the servi^ces of 
Major-General Wakely and certain other military officers to assist the Bengal Govern- 
ment in organizing and controlling the movement of foodstuffs from Calcutta and 
other main centres to distribution points in rural districts. A large number of troops, 
medical and supply personnel and military transport have been made avaifable for 
rendering assistance to the civil officers in the affected area. The tasks involved are 
the carriage, escorting, loading and unloading of food supplies within the various 
districts ; provision of supply personnel for supply duties at distribution points ; 
medical relief for sick persons and hygiene, building of shelters for destitute persons, 
«tc. Actual numbers of troops, etc., involved cannot be given for military reasons* 
They will work, for the present, in the civil district^ of Hoogly, Midnapore, Howrah 
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24 Parganas, Khulna, Bakarganj, Faridpur, Dacca, Mymcnsingh, Pabna, Tippera, 
Noakhali, Chittagong. 

{b) The Array are not providing fqodgrains for the civil population from their 
own resources, they are only providing personnel and vehicles. They are, howeyer,. 
feeding labour in Bengal with 5,000 tons of rice a month which, normally, would be a 
civil liability. 

Stores made available to Civil Authorities by the Military. 

f43. The Honourable Pandit HIRDAY NATH KUNZRU : (a) Did the 
Secretary of State for India state in the debate on the Indian foodr situation in the 
House of Commons on November, 4, 1943, that the Army “ on General Auchinleck’s 
initiative has already placed considerable quantities of stores at the disposal of 
the civil authorties ? If so, what are the stores referred to by him and what 
is the quantity of thosci stores and the milk products made available to the civil 
authorities ? 

The Honourable Mr. B. K. SEN : Yes. One million Compound Vitamin 
Tablets and 200 tons of condensed milk. Besides that, the medical units provided by 
the Army for helping the affected areas use medical supplies drawn from Army 
stocks. 

Allegations made by the Development Minister, Punjab, regarding profi- 
teertng in the Sale of Foodorains. 

144. The Honourable Pandit HIRDAY NATH KUNZRU : (a) Are Gov- 

ernment aware that the Minister of Development in the Punjab said in the course 
of a statement issued to the A. P. I. on the 24th October The Punjab Government 
made no profit on the sale or export of its wheat to the centre or deficit provinces 
while the U. P., Sind and Bengal did make profits with the full knowledge of the Gov- 
ernment of India and desiute protests from other provinces ** 'i Is this true ? If 
so, what are the rates at which these provinces are buying foodgrains and selling 
them to the deficit provinces ? What is the total profit made by each of them so far ? 

(b) Are Government further aware that the Minister also said in the course of 
his statement Even the Government of India made a profit of about one 
tupoe per maund on wheat jiurchased on its behalf in the Punjab and sold to deficit 
provinces, the averagt* price paid by the Government of India being Rs. lO-lO-O 
and the pool price charged by them being Rs. 11-10-0 per maund. The question of a 
pool price does not arise. For virtually— ^not entirely — all the purchases of the^ 
Government of India were made in the single province — Punjab V* Is this a fact ? 
If so, why are the Government of India charging a price higher than the purchase 
price to the deficit provinces and what is the profit made by them up to the present 
tim(^ ? If the allegation is not true, will Government state what the facts are ? 

(c) Did the above-mentioned Minister say in the same statement while refuting 
th(' charge of greed or selfishness against the Punjab. Government “The Director 
of Food Supplies, Punjab, refused the offer of Rs. 28 per maund for 1,50,000 maunda 
of rice mad(» by official agency on behalf of two firms in Bengal as the price 
fixed in the Punjab at the time was Rs. 17 ptT maund ’’ ? Is the allegation true ?' 
If so, who was the officer who made an enquiry on behalf of the private firms and 
what are the names of these firms. Has any action been taken against the official 
concerned and have any stops been taken to prevent the repetition of such 
conduct on the part of any official ? 

The Honourable Mr. B, R. SEN : (a) The Government of India are aware 
of the statement issued by the Honourable Minister of Development in the Punjab. 

The Sind Government have controlled prices within the Province at a figure 
which gives the producer a comparatively low return. In order to enable the Pro* 
vince to plan for the future welfare of the producer and, in consideration of their 
successful price control, the Government of India have agreed that, pending the 
establii^nment of regional price parities all over India, they may charge for their ex- 
ports of wheat and rice prices higher than the controlled prices in Sind. The control- 
led prices of foodgrains in the primary producing areas of Sind are Rs. 7 per maund 
for wheat and gram ; Rs. 5-4-0 for Barley and Bajra ; Rs. 4-12-0 for Jowar ; and 
Rs. 5-8-0 and Rs. 8-8-0 for medium and superior paddy respectively. The export 
prices ^charged by Sind for these foodgrains are approximately those ruling in tho 
Punjab for them. The total profit made by the Sind Government is not known.. 
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As regards United Provinces, enquiry has revealed that the allegation is in- 
correct. j 

The results of the enquiry made from Bengal are contained in the Press Note of 
the 9th October, a copy of which is placed on the table. Attention is also invited ta 
the Government of India’s Resolution of the 2nd of November, 1943, setting up a 
Committee of enquiry consisting of (1) Honourable Mr. Justice H. B. L. Braund, 
Regional Food Commissioner, Eastern Region, and (2) Mr. A. L. Cooke, Ohief^ost . 
Accounts Officer, Supply Finance D<^partinent. A copy of. the Resolution is also 
placed on the table. 

(b) So far as the profit alleged to have been made by the Government of India is 
concerned, the facts are as follows : The pooled price for the first 81,500 tons of 
wheat purchased by the Government of India from the Punjab for supply to deficit 
areas worked out at Rs. 11-6-1 per maund. To this was added an element to cover 
the commission to be paid to purchasing agents, the cost of administration of the 
Central Government and the Supplying administration and a margin to cover small/, 
fluctuations. The pool price was, therefore, fixed at Rs. 11-10-0 a maund, but an 
undertaking was given in clear terms to all Governments that should this price result 
in a profit to the Central Government as a result of later purchases being at a lower 
price, the profit would bo returned tb the deficit areas. In pursuances of this under- 
taking a preliminary refund of 0-11-0 a maund has already be<‘n ordered to be made ^ 
to the Governments supplied by the Central Government. 

(c) It is not correct that any^such offer was marie by an official agency. Certain/ 
private contracts had been made at approximately the price mentioned for the 
supply of rice from the Punjab to Bengal, but since inter-provincial movements of 
foodgrains could only be permitted on Government account, the existence of these 
contracts was brought to the notice of the Punjab Government. That Govermnent 
in the proper exercise of their discretion decliiu^d to allow tlu^ transactions to proceed. 

PRESS NOTE. 

Wheat pricks in* Bengal. 

Ventral Government explains position. 

The attention of the Government of India has been drawn to the anxiety prevailing in • 
the two main wheat exporting provinces lest tlie G<»verriment of Bengal may have derived, 
or should henceforth derive, an undue addition to Provincial Revenues from tho sale of wheat 
exported or to be exported from these provinco.s to Bengal under arrangements made by the 
Government of India. Tho Government of India have accordingh' obtained from the Govern- 
ment of Bengal a statement of position which is as follows 

2. All wheat imported from other provinces under arrangements made by the Govern- 
ment of India is lield in Government custody. Since tlie first of May last wlieat is being sold 
to mills at a fixed price. Consigiunents received prior to that date were mode over to tho mills 
direct at cost price. The mills are allowed to sell their wlieat products at ex-iniJl prices fixed 
under the Defence of India Rules corresponding to the retail rates for such products which are • 
also fixed statutorily. The schedule of rates in force from the fir.st May is as follows : — 


Period. 

Kate for sales 
of wheat to 
mills. 

Ex-mill prices 
atta and flour 
respectively. 

Retail price.s 
atta and fiour 
respectively. 


Rs. A. V . 

Ks. A. P. 

Rs. A. P. 

1st May to 1st Augu.st 

15 S 0 per imf. 

19 0 0 per md. 

20 0 0 per md. 



19 0 0 

20 0 0 

1st August to 20th September . 

14 4 0 „ 

10 8 0 

17 8 0 



19 0 0 

20 0 0 

20th September onward . 

12 12 0 

14 0 0 

15 0 0 



19 0 0 

20 0 0 •„ 


3. During the four months May.4o August 1943 inclusive tho Bengal Government have 
derived a gross revenue of Rs. 33*44T[akhs on a turn-over of 19*84 lakhs maunds of imported 
wheat. This has been derived solely from sales of wheat to mills* The Bengal Government 
are. not coheerned in any ^of the subsequent transactions. In considering this revenue figure 
it has to be conceded that the Government of Bengal fixed their selling prices of wheat to the 
mills having regard to a number of estimated charges for handling, storage, delivery, etc., which 
in. view of the jpoor deliveries of wheat in most of the months in question were never actually 
incurred. It will* be noticed that the Government of Bengal effect^ a reduction of Rs. 1-4-0^' 
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per luaund in their sale price of wheat with effect from the 1st August when it became apparent 
that receipts were accumulating. The price now in force is Rs. 12-12-. per maund whioh» 
regard 1||^ing had to the F. O. K. prices current in the Punjab ar d the United Provinces respec- 
tively, will represent an actual loss to the Bengal Government. On the footing that the quan- 
tities still due under the Basic Plan are exported to Bengal in ai even monthly flow, it is esti- 
mated that the Bengal Government’s loss on sales of imf)orted wheat to mills over the remain- 
ing period of the revise<l Basic Plan will amount to Hs. 40*3 lakhs which after deducting the 
accmnulatod revenue of Rs. 33*44 lakhs will leave a net loss to the Bengal Government of 
Rs. lakhs. The Government f'f India are satisfied that the selling price of wheat now fixed 
by the Gov'ornmont of Bengal is reasonable. 

4. Ah regards tlie “ Milling Differential ” allowed to tlie mills the Gov’’ernment of India 
have docide<i that the question should bo gone into by the Regional Commissioner, Eastern 
Region, Mr. Justice Braund, with the aid of a Cost Accounts Ofilcor of the Qbverninent of India^ 
with a view to ascertaining whether ihe “ Differential ” allowed to the mills, and the consequen- 
tial retail prices to the public are reasonable. 

5. The above calculations do not include imported wheat products, which the Government 
of Bengal have boon selling at the statutory prices fixetl for exon ill sales detailed in paragraph 2. 
The grf)8s revenue received by the Government of Bengal on resales of imported wheat products 
up to the end of August 1043 amounts to Rs. 6*32 lakhs. In regard to this revenue, it would 
be undesirable and imworkaVile in practice to fix diffesrent sets of wholesale and retail prices 
for local and imf)orted wlieat products. The question of wiping out tTie accumulated revenue 
on wheat products is, however, under the ac*tive consiflcration of the Government of Bengal. 

Food Department. 

New iJelhi, October 9, 1943, 


Government of India. 
DEPARTMENT OF FOOD. 


RESOLUTION. 

'No. F. 10 (l)-Socy./43. New Delhi, the 3rd November, 1943^ 

n^ho Government of India have had niuler consideration measures for ensuring that the 
retail imst of wlu^at and wheat-products sold to the public in Bengal is reasonable and that no 
imdue element of profit is included in those prices. It has been recently announced publicly 
that the Government of Bengal have reduced their selling price of wheat to the millers by Rs. 1-4-0 
and the Oov’ornrncnt of India are satisfied that the reduced selling price fixed by the Bengal 
Government of Rs. 12-12-0 per maund of whe*4t sold to the flour Mills in Calcutta is reasona.ble, 

2, In order to satisfy themselves that tliere is no excessive element of profit in the prices 
charged for wheat -products at subsequent stages, the Government of India have decicied to 
appoint a Committee of Inquiry, consisting of (1) Honourable Mr. Justice H. B. L. Braund, 
Bar.-at-Law, Regional Conimissioner (Food), Eastern Region, and (2) Mr. A. L. Cooke, Chief 
Cost Accounts Officer, Supply Finance Department. 

3. The terms of reference to the Cofnmitteo are as follows ; — 

(I) To enquire -- 

(а) whether the profit accruing to the flour mills from the production and sale at the 

ex-mill statutory i)rices of wheat products made from wheat purchased from 
tlie Governinent of Bengal is reasonable, having regard to such variations in 
output and other conditions as may from time to time arise and, if not, what 
adjustment ought to be inado so as to secure a reasonable rate of profit in the 
interest of the public, and all parties c»oncerned ; 

(б) whether the profit accruing to retailors in the sale at the statutory retail prices 

of wheat products purchased from the mills is reasonable. 

(II) To make recommendations as to the proportions in which atta, flour and bran should 

bo produced by the mills in Calcutttv out of wheat bought from Government, and 
the respective prices at which they should be sold to the public. 

• .. (Sd.) W. H. J. CHRISTIE, 

Deputy Secretary to the Q(A)ernmen,t of India. 


T;ie Honovrable Pandit HIRDAY NATH KUNZRU : With regard to part 
(a) of the question, have tlie Government of India .made any estimate of the profit 
earned by the Sind Government ? 

The Honourable Mr. B. R. SEN : We have not got the figures here, but it is 
quite possible to get them if we get a little time. 

The Honourable Pandit HIRDAY NATH KUNZRU : I would like to know 
what is the approximate profit made by the Sind Government on the sale of food- 
grains. ^ 
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Statement of Shyama Pbosad Mukherjbb beoarding the free carriage of 

' FOODGRAINS BY THE SOINDIA COMPANY. 

14A The Honourable Pandit. HIRDAY NATH KUNZRU : Has the 
attention of Government been drawn to the statement issued by Dr. Shyama Prosad 
JVfukherjee regarding the steamer offered by the Scindia Company for the free 
carriage of food grains from Karachi to Calcutta and the action of the Sind 
Government in connection with it ? Will Gk)vernment state what the facts ar^ and 
what action they took in the matter 1 

The Honourable Mr. B. R. SEN : The Honourable Member is referred to the 
reply given on the 20th November, 1943, to question No. Ill by the Honourable 
Raja Yuveraj Dutta Singh. 

Publication of the diary of Sri S. Sarma and party, for the period of their 

TOURS, on behalf OF INDIA. 

146. The Honourable Mr. NARAYANDAS GIRDHARDAS : Will the 
Government of India publish the diary of Sri Srinivasa Sarma and party, for 
the period of their tours, on behalf of India ? If so, will the publication be printed 
in book form ? 

The Honourable Sir MAHOMED USMAN : Government have not yet 
considered the question but the Honourable Member’s suggestion will be kept in view 
if it is decided to publish an account of the tours. 

STATEMENTS, ETC. LAID ON THE TABLE. 

The Honourable Mr. E. CONRAN-SMITH (Home Secretary) : Sir, I lay 
on the table copies of the Declaration of Exemption under section 6 of the Registra- 
tion of Foreignc^rs Act, 1939, as published with tlio Notifications of the Government of 
India in the Home Department 

(1) No^l/lO/43-Poiitical (E), dated the 4th November, 1943 ; 

(2) No. 1/51/43-Political (E), dated the 4th Novem])cr, 1943 ; 

/(3) No. 1/52/43-Political (E), dated the 8th November, 1943. 

No. l/10/43.Political (E). 

* Govebnmbnt of India. 

HOME DEPARTMENT. 

Stmla, the 4th November, 1943. 

DECLARATION OF EXEMPTION . 

In exercise of the powers conferred by section 6 of the Kogistratioii of Foreigners Act, 1939 
(XVI of 1939), the Central Government is pleased to <leclare that the provisions of the Registra- 
tion of Foreigners Rules, 1939, except rule 8 and such of the provisions of rules 4, 14, 16 and 10 
as apply to, or in relation to, passengers and visitors who are not foreigners shall not apply to 
OP in relation to — 

(1) Mr. HSI TE MOU, Director of the Banking Department of Central Bank of China 

at Calcutta for so long as he remains in his present post. 

(2) Miss MAR YEE HOO, a Chinese national at Calcutta. 

A. W. LOVATT, 

Utuier Secretary to the Government of India. 

No. l/61/43.Political (E). 

Government of India. 

HOME DEPAB’tMENT. 


Simla, the 4th November, 1943. 

DECLARATION OF EXEMPTION.^ 

In exercise of the powers conferred by sec on ^ of the Registration of Foreigners Aet, 1939 
(XVI of 1939), the Central Government iS pleased to declare that the provisions of the Registra- 
tion of Foreigners Rules, 1939, except rule 8 and such of tho provisions of rules 4, 14, 16 and 16 
as apply to, or in relation to, passengers and visitors who are not foreigners, sliall not apply to, 
OP in relation to, Mr. Charles P. Rockwood, Junior Assistant Representative of the Overseas 
Operations Branch of the United States Office of War Information for so long as he remains in 
that post. 

A. W. LOVATT, 

* Under Secretary to the Government of India* 



186 


[23rd Novr., 1946.. 


COUNCIL OF STATE. 
No. l/62/43.Politic»l (E). 
Qovernmbnt or India. 
HOME DEPARTMENT. 


Simla, the 8th Novetnber, 1943, 
DECLARATION OF EXEMPTION, 

In exercise of the powers conferred by section 6 of the Registration of Foreigners Act, 193^ 
(XVI dtf 1939), the Central Government is pleased to declare that the provisions of the Begistra' 
tion of Foreigners Rules, 1939, except rule 8 and such of the provisions of rules 4, 14, 15 and 16 
as apply to, or in relation to, passengers and visitors who are not foreigners, shall not apply to,, 
or in relation to, — 

(1) WANG SHEH-CHIEH. 

(2) Dr. HAU LT-WU. 

(3) Dr. WEN YUANNING. 

(4) Mr. WANG YUN-WU. 

(5) Mr. HU LIN. 

(6) Dr. LEE WEI KUO. 

members of the Chinese Goodwill Mission. 

A. W. LOVATT, 

Under Secretary to the Government of India^ 


V ICTORIA MEMORIAL (AMENDMENT) BILL. 

The Honourable Mr. E. CONRAN-SMITH (Home Secretary) : Sir, I move : — 

“ That the Bill further to amend the Victoria Memorial Act, 1903, as passed by the Legis- 
lative AiBOmbly, bo taken into consideration.*’ 

Sir, this is a very simple little Bill which need not take up the time of the House. 
It seeks to legalise the transaction of business by the Trustees by circulation, and 
enables them to dispense with an actual meeting. Sir, I move. 

The Motion was adopted.. 

Clauses 2 and 3 were added to the Bill. 

Clause 1 was added to the Bill. 

The Title and Preamble were added to the Bill. 

The Honourable Mr. E. CONRAN-SMITH : Sir, I move : — 

“ That the Bill, as passed by the Legislative Assembly, be passed.” 

The Motion was adopted. 

CRIMINAL PROCEDURE AMENDMENT BILL. 

The Honourable Mr. SHAVAX A. LAL (Nominated Official) : Sir, I move - 

** That the Bill to make certain provision for appeals in criminal cases tried by a High Court 
exercising original criminal jurisdiction, as passed by the Legislative Assembly, be taken into 
consideration.” ^ 

Sir, this Bill is mainly of interest to the Presidency-towns of Calcutta, Madras 
and Bombay. As Honourable Members might be aware, these High Courts exercise 
original criminal jurisdiction, and no appeal is now provided for from any judgment 
passed by any of these Courts in criminal cases. The Bill, at the instance of the 
Bombay High Court, now provides for appeals from the judgments of a High Court 
in the exercise of its criminal jurisdiction. Sir, I move. 

The Honourable Sir DAVID DEVADOSS vNominated Non-Official) : Sir,' 
I welcome this Bill as providing a rediedy both in the case of acquittals as well as 
convictions. It has been felt for a long time that there was no remedy, unless it be 
a very circuitous one of getting a certificate from the Advocate-General and then 
presenting it before the High Court and so on, for a person convicted on the Original 
Side of a High Court in criminal cases to appeal against the conviction. This Bill 
provides a very convenient as well as speedy remedy. 

There are no doubt certain considerations which will weigh in the case of granting 
an appeal against a conviction. When the Bill was circulated, if you will pardon 
my blowing my own trumpet, I suggested that a similar provision should be made in 
the case of acquittals. In the case of acquittals there was no remedy at aU. It was felt 
especially in Madras, that when questions affecting certain interests came up, there 
was invariably an acquittal. At legst people thought so. I am not gbing to say 
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7t;ha1> the jury was corrupt or that they were influenced by class considerations. Any- 
how it was felt in many cases there had been a serious miscarriage of justice because » 
ithe jury took a strong view and there was no remedy at all against that. When 
the Bill was circulated, I suggested that a Similar provision with regard to appeals 
Against acquittals might be considered by the Gk>vernment, and I am very glad to see 
"that the (government have accepted the suggestion. 

Sir, this is a very welcome provision. You will find that where questions of race 
or religion or things like that are concerned, the jury are apt to take a strong, view, 
and there is a feeling that justice has failed 1 I am glad that this want of appeal in 
the case of acquittals is now going to be remedied, and I heartily welcome the Bill. 

The Motion was adopted. 

Clauses 2 to 8 were added to the Bill. 

Clause 1 was added to the Bill. 

The Title and Preamble were added to the Bill. 

The Honourable Mb. SHAVAX A. LAL : Sir, I move : — 

“ That the Bill, as passed by the Legislative Assembly, be passed.” 

The Motion was adopted. 

CODE OF CRIMINAL PROCEDURE AMENDMENT BILL. 

The Honourable Mr. SHAVAX A. LAL : (Nominated Official) : Sir, I 
move 

“ That the Bill further to cunend the Code of Criminal Procedure, 1898, as passed by the 
Xiegislative Assembly, be taken into consideration.** 

Sir, this Bill meets a difficulty which has long been felt in the execution of com- 
missions issued by criminal courts for the examination of witiu^ssos in Indian States. 
The objects of the Bill have been fully explained in the Statement of Objects and 
Reason and I have nothing to add to them. Sir, I move. 

The Motion was adopted . 

Clauses 2, 3 and 4 were added to the Bill. 

(Clause 1 was added to the Bill. 

The Title and Preamble were added to the Bill. 

The Honourable Mr. SHAVAX A. LAL : Sir, I move : — - 

“ That the Bill, as passed by the Legislative Assembly, be passed.” 

The Motion was adopted. 

CODE OF CRIMINAL PROCEDURE (SECOND AMENDMEN^Ti BILL. 

The Honourable Mr. SHAVAX A. LAL : (Nominated Official) : Sir, I 
move ; — 

” That th^ Bill further to amend the Code of Criminal Procedure, 1898 (Second Amendment) 
iOB passed by the Legislative Assembly, be taken into consideration.** 

Sir, this Bill has been suggested by the Punjab Government and its objects have 
been fully stated in the Statement of Objects and Reasons. It provides for certain 
eventualities in the case of soldiers who. are on active service in regard to matrimo- 
nial offences. As the law stands at present, certain offences cannot be tried unless the 
aggrieved party lodges a complaint. The cases which the Bill has in mind are those 
in which it would not be possible for a man on active service to file the complaint 
required by the Criminal Procedure Code. This Bill aims at removing this difficulty^ 
Sir, I move. 

♦The Honourable Mr. P. N. SAPRU^ (United Provinces Southern : Non- 
Muhammadan) ; Sir, I have not been able to understand the exact scope of this Bill 
-and the changes that it seeks to introduce in the present law. Under the present law 
the complaint can be made by a person who has care of such woman in the absence 
of the husband and with the leave of the Ck)urt. It appears to me that what *is pro- 
posed to be done is that some other person authorised by the husband in accordance 
with the provisions of sub-section (i) of section 199B can, with the leave of the Court, 
make the complaint. Where does the difference between the present law and the law 
that is proposed lie ? 

The Honourable Mr. SHAVAX A. LAL : Sir, the law as it now stands says 
^that a complaint in < 2 ertain cases may be filed by a person other than the person 

^Speech not corrected by the Honoarabla Member. 
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aggrieved, but the categories of persons there mentioned do not govern the case of a 
person who may have the custody of the woman for the time being but whose interests 
may not be identical with those of the husband 

♦The Honourable Mr. P. N. SAPRU : For example ? 

The Honourable Mr. SHAVAX A. LAL : I am not well versed in matri- 
monial offences. 1 do not know. There may be cases where the man who h^ 
custody of th(i woman may not have interests identical with those of the husband. 
He may not like to take any action while the husband, if ho were here, would have 
taken action 

The Honourable the PRESIDENT : Or he may be in league with the res- 
pondent. 

The Honoura ble Mr. SHAVAX A. LAL : Or perhaps the man concerned may 
be the person who has th(i custody of the woman or, as the Honourable the President 
suggested, he. may b(^ in league with the offender and he may not like to lodge a 
complaint. In that case, if the husband had been prcisont, he would have taken the 
initiative himst^lf, but if lu' wore on active service, the offence would go unpunished 
for want of a proj)er person to make the complaint. The law says that “ where 
such person is und(T the age of eighteen yonrs or is an idiot or lunatic, or is from sick- 
ness or infirmity unable to make a coin[)Iaiut, some other person may, with the 
leave of the Court, mak(^ a complaint on his or her behalf.” Some other person 
may lodge a complaint if the person who ought to lodge the complaint is either an 
idiot or a lunatic or is suffei iiig from sickness or infirmity and thus unable to make a 
complaint or is a minor. These conditions must bo fulfilled before a person can lodge 
a complaint on behalf of the w oman. But the case of the person on active service 
is not covei ed h(‘re, so that the mere fact that a person is on active service will not 
entitle any other person to lodge a complaint unless the law makes provision for this 
pur})ose. That is the reason why this Bill has been proposed. 

The Honourable Mr. P. N. SAPRTJ : Sir, I will not go into tln^ general ques- 
tion as to whether any provision such a.s there exists in sections 494 and 498 is desir- 
able. Obviously those si*ctions are obsolete from the modern point of view because 
they assuim* that woman is a chatted and 

The Honourable Sir DAVID DEVADOSS : (Nominated Non- Official) : 
It is not a criminal offence in England. 

The Honourable Mr. P. N. SAPRI^ : it is not a criminal offence in Eng- 

land and therefore it is not in keeping with the English law view on the subject. But, 
aj)art from that w ider objection, I fend that by liaving a section like this in a country 
where the condition of worn an is none toe) good, we shall be handing her ovei^ to the 
tende r me‘re*ies of unscruf)ulous peopK^ wlio may start e^omplaints against their sup- 
posed lovers. 1 am not very happy, therefore, with this Bill and therefore I shall 
not be pre})arcd to support it myself. 

The Honourable the PRESIDENT : You do not suggest any alternativo* 
remeely. 

The Honourable Mr. P. N. SAPRU : The alternative remedy is the long term 
remedy, namely, changes in the social organisation including divorce. 

The Honourable the PRESIDENT : That will take many years. 

♦The Honourable Ha.ji Syed MUHAMMAD HUSAIN : (United Provinces 
Wc^st : Muhammadan) : Sir, 1 think this amendment is necessary. If the law 
as it stands does not remedy a wrong, either it ought to be made complete or 
thert^ slioiild not be this law' at all.. My Honourable friend is not very happy in 
having a pi ovision like this. But if you w ant to have it, you should make it cover all* 
cases. Cases have happened when some pet)plo have gone overseas or are serving the* 
the army and in their absence they hav(^ left their women in charge of her relations. 
Things have happened wit h the comiivance of the relations of the woman. She was 
given to some other person. I know' of a caso W'hero a woman was given for a con- 
sideration in the absence of the husband. Under section 494 none of the woman’s 
relations w^ould ever like that a case against her, where she could be convicted, 
should be brought before the Court. " 

The Motion was adopted. 

Clauses 2, 3 and 4 were added to the Bill. 

'^Speech not corrected by the Honourable Member. 



CODE OF criminal PROCEDURE (SECOND AMENDMENT) BILL. 18& j 

Clause 1 was added to the Bill. 

The Title and Preamble were added to the Bill. 

The Honourable Mr. S&AVAX A. LAL : Sir, I move : 

That the Bill, as passed hy the Legislative Assembly, be passed.*’ 

The Motion was adopted. 

INDIAN TEA CONTROL (SECOND AMENDMENT) BILL. 

The Honourable Mr. N. R. PILLAI (Commerce Secretary) : Sir, I fceg to- 
move : — 

“ That the Bill further to amend the Indian Tea Control Act, 1938, as passed by the Legis- 
lative Assembly, be taken into consideration.” 

Sir, this is a simple measure designed to remove certain defects in the existing 
Act, as recently amended, which practical experience of the working of the Act has 
brought to light. LitJie first place, the Bill seeks to exempt from the export 
licensing procedure gift teas despatched to troops abroad by organisations other 
than Red Cross SocietitNS. Secondly, it gives to the Central (Jovernmeiit power to 
direct the Tea Licensing Committee to refuse special licences in certain cases-^a 
powder which they already enjoy with respect to ordinary licences. Thirdly, the 
Bill gives effect to the real inteiitioji underlying section 29 of the Act which as at 
present worded confin(\s the concession of replacement planting to an unduly res- 
tricted class of bem'fieiaries. Lastly, Sir, the Bill completes the penal structure 
of the Act by prescribing a penalty for contravention of certain provisions of the Act 
for which no penalty now exists. All these matters appear to mo to bo of an entirely 
non-controversial character, and I do not wish to take up the time of the House by 
entering into them in greater detail. Sir, I move 

The Motion was adopted. 

Clauses 2, 3, 4^nd 5 wore added to the Bill. 

Clause 1 was added to the Bill. 

The Title and Preamble were added to the Bill. 

The Honourable Mr. N. R. PILLAI : Sir, I move : 

“ That the Bill, as passed by tho Legislative Assembly, bo passed.” 

The Motion was adopted. 


INDIAN COMPANIES (AMENDMENT) BELL. 

The Honourable Mu. N. R. PILLAI (Commerce Secretary) : Sir, I beg to 
move : — 

** That the Bill further to amend the Indian Companies Act, 1913, as passed by the Legis* 
jative Assembly, be taken into consideration.” 

It has long been the practice of banking companies, both in the United King- 
dom and in' this country, for sound business reasons, not to disclose information 
about bad and doubtful debts in regard to which adequate provision has boon made 
to the satisfaction of their Auditors. Legal backing to this time-honoured practice 
was given in this country by a notification under section 151 of thp Indian Companies 
Act, first issued in 1927 and renewed in 1937, which exempted banking companies 
from certain obligations imposed by the terms of Form P appended to the Act. A 
recent judgment of the Bombay High Court has however held that this notification is 
ultra vires of tho Act, and this Bill is intended to rectify the position and to legalise 
past practice. Sir, I move. 

The Motion was adopted. 

Clauses 2, 3, 4, and 5 were added to the bill. 

Clause 1 was added to the Bill. 

The Title and Preamble wore added to the Bill. 

The Honourable Mr. N. R. PILLAI : Sir, I move : — 

“ That the Bill, as passed by tho Legislative Assembly, bo passed.” ** 

The Motion was adopted. 

MOTION RE FOOD SITUATION— cxwcW. 

The Honourable the PRESIDENT : This completes the legislative business^" . 
for today. Now we will proceed with the discussion of the food question again. 
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The Honourable Kumar NRIPENDRA NARAYAN SINHA (West Bengal : 
Non-Muhammadan) : Sir, the Honourable Members^ who have spoken have exhausted 
. all the pointy of debate ; so I confess, 1 cannot add an 3 ^ing new at this stage. 
Coming, as I do from Bengal, I cannot ^but add my feeble voice of protest and con- 
demnation at the attitude and indifference of the Bengal Government, in tackling 
with the most serious economic problem of the country. The Government of 
Bengal, with a singular lack of imagination and foresight, should have perceived 
that with the fall of Burma, the import of rice from that country must automatically 
stop< ; and that Government ought to have taken timely steps to see that the stock 
should be replenished by import either from surplus province?, or by 
import from abroad and by stoppage of exports of food stuffs from this 
country. But the Government of Bengal took no timely steps to move the 
Central Government in this behalf. On the other hand Mr. Suhrawardy, the 
Minister-in- charge openly declared that he had got sufficient stock in the province' 
to tide over the situation, and neede^d no help from the Centre*. The miscalculation 
of the Local Government has resulted in the loss of innumerable human lives 
besides intense suffering and destitution. Bengal, once the granary of India, has 
been reduced to a grave yard ; and people are clamouring for food which they do not 
get, and die of starvation. The Government of India also failed to realise their 
responsibility under the ample powers of superintendence, direction and control 
possessed by them under tln^ constitution ; and to call the local Government to 
account. The Government of Bc^ngal purchased grains from the Punjab ; and sold 
it at a big profit. This is admittedly taking mean advantage of the destitution and 
suffering of the people ; and they cannot escape the charge of corruption and gross' 
mismanagement. The policy of the Government is, and had been, to rigidly exclude 
non-official Indians of foresight and influence, to assist them in the solution of 
difficult problems. The Railway D<^partment concerned also could not cope with the 
transport situation, which arose out of the War. The transport difficulty must be 
overcome, and help must reach the mo.st distant villages, whore internal communi- 
• cation is next to nothing. 

The sugg(^stion is also worth- considering whether it would not bo a good thing to 
make direct purchase at a reasonable price, and then offer the stock to the public 
!for relief of distress. The agriculturists would thereby benefit by the exclusion' of 
the middleman. But the obvious course did not occur to those in charge of the 
Bengal Government, and things were allowed to go from bad to worse. I am 
afraid the economic structure of Bengal has been shattered seriously ; and it will not 
be an easy task to restore normal conditions of things in the hapless Province of 
Bengal for years to come. The “ Grow More Food campaign should be intensified 
and waste land must be brought under the plough. All the necessary facilities 
of seeds, impleiiumts and bullocks must be afforded to the agriculturists on con- 
trolled prices. The average middle-class of persons have also suffered silently, 

’ witliout making their distress known to others. Sir, I regret to say that at this 
time, the Government is contemplating to impose the agricultural income tax in 
Bengal w^hich will prove the proverbial last straw ; and I strongly advise the Central 
Government to intervene so that the Bengal Government may desist from such a 
course at l(‘ast for the present. The people detserve all the help they can receive. 

Sir, one other point which I will, just refer to, is the question of the immense 
purchase by the military. I readily admit that the needs of the military must at 
the present time, take precedence over those, c.f/., the civil population ; but the 
disparity between them is truly amazing. The purchase of every thing for the 
military leaves almost nothing for the civil population ; and the resulting prices 
naturally go up liigh, which is beyond the capacity of the people. I would in this 
connection strongly suggest that the Allies whose troops are stationed in this 
country, should make their own arrangements for feeding them. With the security 
in the Mediterranean the shipping difficulties have been greatly minimised and there- 
fore there ought to be no difficulty in transport of food stuffs. This, I understand, 
comes within the ambit of responsibility of His Majesty’s Government ; and they 
must be charged with criminal negligence in not providing for shipj)ing in sufficient 
dimensions. In the question of shipping also, the needs of the military over-shadow 
. the picture. But here again I am constrained to say that the plight of Bengal and 
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elsewhere in India, had been over-looked. The inland transport difficulty is ad- 
mittedly due to the presence of Allied troops in this country. India has become a 
centre of extreme strategic importance ; and its problems must necessarily have to 
to be viewed from an international stand-^oint. India, at the present moment 
cannot be regarded as the domestic concern of England. Her importance and 
specially of Bengal has immensely risen i ii the military and strategic areas of opera- 
tion.- It is, no doubt, our duty to affor d as much comfort to our troops, who are 
fighting for our liberty, and in the cause of civilization and independence. The 
ultimate solution of our economic problems eventually lie on the victory (tf the AUios ; 
and the sooner we can hasten the day of vie tory, the sooner will come the day of our 
liberation and freedom. But the immediate problem, which covers the whole of 
India, is how to feed the population. It is a gigantic task, which baffles easy 
solution ; but this is a task which Governiuent cannot shirk ; and the entire ma- 
chinery of administration must bo employed in saving human lives. Sir, I regret 
to have to say that His Excellency Lord Linlithgow, who was in charge of the Food 
Department for a certain period, did not move his little finger in saving the situid/ion 
in Bengal or elsewhere. He did not think it worth his while to pay a visit to Bengal 
and carefull}^ study the situation on the spot, and apply the appropriate remedy. 
Sir, I am glad to know however that His Excellency Lord Wavell has, with a 
truly remarkable fore-sight, and gift of imagination, has lost no time in proceed- 
ing to Bengal and arriving at quick dicisions. The non-official philanthropic 
agencies which are working at the present moment in relief of distress and sufiering, 
deserve our grateful thanks ; while I also express my gratitude to those Honourable 
Members, who have extended their sympathy to us in our hour of trial and distress, 
I also wish to thank the Honourable Sir Jwaia Prasad and Mr. B. R. Sen for their 
efforts in trying to relieve the distressed people of Bengal. In the conclusion 
I would only like to add a word of caution to tlie officers of the Food Department of 
the Central and Provincial Governments. I understand they are seriously contem- 
plating fixing the price of rice to Rs. 8 or Rs. 10 per maund in Bengal. This wiU 
certainly be a welcome reduction. But if tlu^ prices of the other most important 
commodities of life such as pulses, mustard oil, ghee> and cloth, etc., are not controlled 
and brought down to a parity price, the controlling of the price of rice and paddy 
only will operate very harshly on the producers of the above grain. 

The closing days of Lord Linlithgow’s Viceroyalty in India have been clouded 
by the shadow of famine and pestilence in Bengal and in other areas in this country. 

The Honourable the PRESIDENT : I told the Honourable Members 
yesterday and several times that it is not usual to refer to His Excellency the Viceroy 
in a debate. 

The Honourable ^Ir. HOSSAIN IMAM (Bihar and Orissa : Muhammadan) * 
But he is no longer the Viceroy. 

The Honourable Kumar NRIPENDRA NARAYAN SINHA : Sir, I am 
glad to know however that His Plxcellency Lord Wavell, has, with a truly remarkable 
foresight and gift of imagination — 

The Honourable Mr. P. N. 8APRU (United Provinces Southern : Non- 
Muhammadan) : You must not refer to the Viceroy. You cannot have it both 
ways. You cannot refer to the Viceroy by way of praise if you cannot refer to him 
by way of criticism. 

The Honourable the PRESIDENT : You are quite right, but when the 
Honourable Members do not listen to me and make unparliamentary statements I 
am helpless. Honourable Members continue to make references in spite of my 
warmng. Order, order, will you now proceed ? 

The Honourable Kumar NRIPENDRA NARAYAN SINHA : We are also 
grateful to those countries and nations who have sent food and other necessaries in 
this hour of distress to the people of India. 

♦The Honourable Chaudhri ATAULLAH KHAN TARAR (East and West 
Punjab : Muhammadan) : Mr. President and Members of the Cotmcil of State^ 
12 Noon. I have gathered from the three or four days’ discussions that 

hate taken place on Food is that, generally, the members have put 


* Translation of speech delivered in Urdu. 
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the blame upon the Government of India and the Provincial Government for th© 
famine in Bengal and other parts of India. But in my view this is not right. I 
think the real cause is the outbreak of^he war. The food ‘which used to be sent by 
foreign countries to India is now required by them as they are entangled in the war. 
Certain countries which are neutral in the war cannot send their food stocks because 
of the dangers that are present on the seas. % 

What is the position in our country ? We are also in the same position as the 
oth^r countries which are entangled in the war. Food stocks are being sent to the 
war fronts — ^foodstocks which before the war were utilised in the country itself. 
Moreover, due to lack of transport facilities, which again is the result of this war 
because wagons cannot be spared, food stocks cannot be taken to the famine area 
without delay. Tiains are utilised for military purposes. 

Now, Sir, I ask those people who criticize the Government of India: suppose those 
members who arc criticizing the Government are given a chance to sit on the official 
benches, let them manage the affairs of the famine area and look to the welfare of the 
people affected. Will they be able to do it ? They will certainly not succeed in 
maintaining order and bringing food stocks in such a short time as the present 
Government of India’s officials are doing for the provinces which are suffering from 
famine. 

I now come to the criticism of the Punjab Government. May I ask those 
Honourable Members who openly put the blame on the Punjab Government and 
hold it responsible for the outbreak of famine : which of the provinces supplied more 
food stocks than the Punjab and sold at a lower price ? The province of Punjab 
has helped Government by supplying the largest number of recruits. I ask you to 
point out a more popular and successful Government than that which is in power 
in the Punjab which, in peace time generally and in war time especially, helped the 
agriculturist in the cultivation of food by way of supplying more water, through 
reclamation, etc. The result of this help is seen in the large quantities of food stocks 
which are available. All this is due to the generous facilities given by the Punjab 
Government to their subjects, especially the agriculturists. The hirijab Govern- 
ment has also been helpful to all the inhabitants of th 3 Punjab through passing certain 
useful Bills. And now, if in return for this service the agriculturists of the Punjab 
are obliged to sell their food stocks at low rates and their stocks are snatched away 
forcibly and control orders are issued, then it will be quite unjust, considering that 
the Punjab is the backbone of the Government of India and other countries as well. 

Coming to the question of rationing, I invite the attention of those Honourable 
Members who wish to see rationing introduced, to the following points. Did they 
ever bring before the Legislature the suggestion that cloth, iron, wood, and other 
commodities which are important to the agriculturist should be rationed ? Did 
they raise the question of rationing commodities which are generally used by the 
public, especially those which are used by the agriculturists in growing more food ? 
They have never considered the fact that the prices of all other commodities are 
rising, and that they have risen so much as to alfect the agricultural industry. The 
food stocks will sell dear, and there will be famine all over the country, and the 
people of Bengal and other affected provinces will die. On whom will the respon- 
sibility fall i The farmer requires such things as wood, iron, seeds, bulls, and so on, 
the prices of which have increased very much. How, then, is it possible for the 
agriculturist to sell his food stocks at low prices ? It will be unjust to the agricul- 
tiu’ist if prices of food stocks are controlled and those stocks are snatched away from 
him. I do not believe Government will do that. 

If the question is of Government servants — that they will be in trouble if the 
prices of foodstuffs arc increased — Government can grant allowances to cover the 
rise fn prices. Moreover, Government servants used to enjoy the same rates of pay 
in peace tune, and they can somehow or other pass the hard days of war ; the 
• period of hardship will be very short and will end with our victory. 

As regards rationing of foodstuffs, I think Government should not take this 
question into consideration. I could have understood if rationffig had been applied 
to uch luxuries as sffits and cinemas ; and I can understand petrol rationing. By 
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these methods Government can save some, amount of money for the war. There are 
two kinds of people— the poor and the rich. The poor man requires five seers 
of foodgrains to feed his family, but he has to be satisfied with four seers. The rich 
man cannot take more foodgrains than he gan eat ; that is to say, if he takes half a 
seer daily for his meals, he cannot be wanting one seer. If he took one seer, he would 
die of cholera org indigestion.. Therefore, the rich people who have a surplus of food- 
grains will have to sell that surplus if they get a reasonable price and it reaches the 
place where it is needed. Therefore, I think there is no necessity of rationing 
of food, f • 

If the Government of India, after hearing the opinion that I have expressed, 
still think of introducing rationing of foodgrains, they must first control the prices 
of all the consumer goods which are in common use by*the public, especially by the 
■agriculturists. But if the Government issues orders controlling the prices of food- 
grains only, I honestly believe it is quite unjust and a blunder on the part of the 
Government. The agriculturists will die. The agticulturist is the soul of the Govern- 
ment. I think Government should never let the agriculturists die, when Govern- 
ment are waging a war for the maintenance of justice and peace in the world. I hope 
Government will not treat its subjects so harshly. 

The Honourable Mr. G. S. MOTILAL (Bombay : Non-Muhamm,adan) : 
Sir, the speaker who has preceded me has made an astounding speech. I am afraid 
he has no conception of what is the real situation in the country. There is no 
desire on the part of anybody to rob the cultivator. Rationing does not rob the 
cultivator. Rationing assures him a fair price. It also gives to the other sections 
of the community articles of food at a fair pi ico. 1 am sure lie does not ku'iw that 
although England is not an agricultural country, they still have some part of their 
land under agriculture and yot rationing has been intro Jucod there and prices there 
are half of what they are in India or even less than that. I am sorry that such a 
speech should have been made. However, I fcliihk ho stands isolated in his 
own view. I am not sure that it is the Punjab view. The tragedy that has over- 
taken many parts of Bengal is really too deep for words. The tale of death w’hich 
commenced there a few months before is .still continuing in its fury. This state 
of affairs has naturally caused resentment and anger in the country. I find the 
Government benches empty here as they were yesterday. If they are facing angry 
speeches in this House as they did in the other House, they should not be surprised. 
A country like India which is nearly self-sufficient, which grows as much as 07 per 
cent, of her food, is today having a situation in which thousands are dying, and have 
been dying for months, and Government are not iu u position to say that they can 
atop this today or tomorrow or within a week. Is that a condition which you can 
bear with equanimity ? No, Sir. The Govornmont are really playing with this 
House. The Food Member was absent yesterday 

The Honoitrable Sir JVVALA PRASAD SRIVASTAVA (Food Member): 
He is not a Member of this House. 

The Honourable Mb. G. S. MOTILAL : Is ho present here without being a 
Member of the House. 

The Honourable Sir JWALA PRASAD SRIVASTAVA : Yes, he is 
present without being a Member of the House. 

An Honourable Member : He is entitled to be present. 

The Honourable Mr. G. S. MOTILAL : Well, Sir, what was done in England ? 
England is a country which depends on imports for more than 75 per cent, of her 
foodstuffs. But in India where there is a shortage of only 3 per cent, you handed 
over her population to death and starvation. The Government of India have given 
to themselves a most indelible certificate of their inoompetency to manage the 
affairs of this country. They have shown to the whol^ world that they are incap- 
able of anticipating difficulties even of a small type as this. Only 3 per cent. \)f the 
food which used to come from Burina has not come and then there is nothing but 
famine. There are other causes but they are really insignificant. If they had the 
foresight that they had in England, they should have been in a position to bring 
enough imports into tUs country and there should not have been this crisis. 1 shall 
cite one instance of how this Government plays with this House. As soon as 1 read 
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about 6 weeks ago that the Foodgraihs Policy Committee’s Report was out, I sent an 
order to the Manager of the Publications Department asking him to send me a copy 
of that report. I received a reply aft^r about two weeks and what was the reply ? 
It was, “ Please write to the Secretary of the Committee I sent him a tetter and 
I received his reply saying that it is on sale, and that I can order it out from the 
Publications Department. Then again I wi*ote to them but still I have not got a 
copy. I obtained one yesterday from a book shop. I walked into a book shop and 
I found it there and I purchased it. Was it the intention of Government that 
Members of the Legislature should not have that inforniation before them for com- 
menting upon it, in this session. 

The Honourable Sir JWALA PRASAD SRIVASTAVA : No. 

The Honourable Mr. G. S. MOTILAL : What was the intention ? Why 
was it not released earlier ? 

The Honourable Sir JWALA PRASAD SRIVASTAVA : We shaU explain 
later. 

The Honourable Mr. G. S. MOTILAL : I hope that a siiitablo explanation 
will corno. But I \vant you to bear in mind that they said that it was on sale about 
a month ago. You must explain this point also that a responsible Secretary of your 
Department wrote that it was on sale and I can get it from the Publications Depart- 
ment, and yet it was not available, and when I wrote to the Manager of the Publica- 
tions D(;})artnient, he said it was under print, and as soon as ready it will be sent to 
me. Sir, I do not wish to repeat other arguments which have been advanced but, 

I shall deal with the Report. I purchast^d yesterday and I liave time to touch 
only on certain points. On a situation like tljis the Government did not take the 
public into their confidence and that is why there is want of confidence. Lots of 
people have exaggerated and wrong notions of Government purchases and that also 
adds to tlie scare and hoarding. Lots of people that met me about a year ago told 
mo that there are heavy army purchases and that was the reason why prices had gone 
up. It was my duty to contradict and I did contradict such etatements. I said, “ In 
your own interests, do not circulate these wrong impressions. If there are 10 or 20 
lakhs of men in the array, they are men who were in this country ; they were eating 
their food ; they arc probably eating a little more now and that would not bring 
this famine.” Government have not discharged their duty so far. They say that 
statistics are very inadequate and unsatisfactory. W'e have been clamouring for 
satisfactory sialistios to be obtained in this country. About 9 or 10 years ago two 
economists were imported from England as usual to make an inquiry into statistics 
in this country. They made their report. What has happened to that report ? Na 
action wortli the name has been taken and today the Eoodgrains Committee com- 
plains that statistics are so very inadequatti that you cannot rely upon them in any 
degree. Government should take a lesson from this tragedy and make every effort 
to allot a sufficient sum and equip the Department of Statistics. Then I come to 
page 2, Denial policy. In tliis report it is .said that 40,000 tons of foodgrains, pro- 
bably rice, was removed from certain parts of Bengal. It is not said from wliich 
parts of Bengal this rice was removed, and how it was removed. I want to know 
what is the authority for this figure of 40,000 tons. Was it purchased or carried 
away bv the military ? 

The Honourable Mr. HOSSAIN IMAM : Purchased. 

The Honourable Mr. G. S. MC^TILAL : If it was purchased, then a certain 
amount of data for that information will bo available. 1 should like to know from 
which part this rice was removed and what are the parts which are most affected by 
the present famine. We read in the newspapers now-a-days that so many deaths 
arc taking place in Calcutta and people are coming away from various parts. But 
hardly do we know definitely from which parts people go down to Calcutta. Govern- 
ment say they have no information. It was Government’s business to jgot the in- 
formation. If they had only asked the people who had come there they would have 
been in a position to collect the information. If they.do not collect, it is not enough 
to say that no information is available. They have themselves not done what they 
should have done. They have failed in doing their duty. 
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Now, I come to exports and imports figure. I should like to know wether 
these exports include exports on Governmetit account or. are they only on private 
accoimt ? Generally in their statistics which Government publish they only give us 
figures of exports on private account and I am afraid these figures aie only of private 
exports and imports. I would like a categorical reply from Government as to what 
were the exports on Government account. Had shipping been made available, 
imports would not have gone down as low as they did. 

The Honourable Mr. B. R. SEN (Nominated Official) : Is the Honourable 
Member referring to exports from the port of Calcutta ^ 

The Honourable Mr. G. S. MOTILAL : All-India. I am referring to page 
29 of the Foodgrains Policy Committee’s Report. Imports in the year 1910-41 
when Burma was with us had gone down from 2,7 13,000 in the previous yt3aL’ an I 
that was a war year to 1,054,000. This was probably due to want of shipping. 
But if Govermnent had pressed for shipping, I ajn sure shipping would have been 
made available. It is a question of taking steps in time. Arrangements should 
have been made in time to make up for the deficiency duo to th.^ loss of Burma rice 
and the demand of India should have becji pressed in time upon His Majesty’s 
Government. That was not done adequately. If they had bc>n importing food 
for their own purposes to such a largo extent, thi^y could n)t have refill ^1 In lia’s 
request. Then, 8ir, there is one paragraph which I should like to read fr r.n the 
report : 

“ We would preface our remarks by pointing out that in fcho presoiit exeited .state of jmblio 
opinion no useful purpose can possibly be served by implicit credence being given by commer- 
cial bodies or the Press to rumours and allegations which, on examination, are found to be either 
completely^ untrue or wild exaggerations of the facts. To indulge in these manifestations of 
feeling is as serious as to give credence to rutnours regarding enemy activity. In this respect 
the public must keep its head. We urge, as equally important, and as the only effective was of « 
preventing these rumours from obtaining large-scale acceptance, the utmost candour on the part 
of the Food Department.” 

I am in entire agreement with this remark. The Food Dopartnimt must 

place all the information it can before the public 

The Honourable Mr. HOS8A1N IMAM : Should it bo eontrovtnded ^ 

The Honourable Mr. G. S. MOTILAL : If it is oontroverto d, again facts 
wliich are coiT(».ct facts should be placed b(*fore tlie public. 

Sii*, this Government had no definite policy until very recently. Various 
measures were taken. Sometimes they startod with controlling, then dojontrolling 
then re- controlling and they did not know in what articles they wore going to liavo 
control. They sliould have some definite policy now. I hope tlioy will now follow a 
definite and a consistent policy, a well thought out policy. Imports must bo pre.sscd 
for and you must press and get sufficient shipping space fot* your articlo-». The 
<.'ommittoe has suggested that they should import only 1 1 million tons. As far 
as it goes, it is all wtdl and good. But I am not satisfied with this import. Tnanks 
to Providence we have been having good seasons and good crops. But a-juiming 
that in any part of India there is famine, you will again be faced with the same 
trouble. I therefore suggest that you should be prepared to have 5 million tons of 
foodgrains brought into this country. Our total production is 54 million tons. It 
will only amount to 10 per cent, of it. If there is trouble in the future and fo nine 
occurs in any part of India you ought to have a sufficient reserve. It is not sufficient 
to say that we should only have as much as we have lost and only 50,000 more. VVe 
ought also to realise that the population is increasing and Government should make 
every effort to enlist the co-operation of the people. In spite of our differoiicos in 
!&ombay we, as early as in 1941, apprehended the danger and approached Govern- 
ment in the matter of high prices. The question was discussed and debated in the 
Corporation ; and if it is not presumptuous on my part, I may be permitted Jio say 
that I suggested to my friends that the real remedy lies in rationing. Without 
rationing control of prices does not work. The repersentatives of the Corporation 
then met the head of the Government, Sir Roger JiUmley, who was a man endowed 
with understanding and who has left a good impression of his work in Bombay. 
We discussed this question with representatives. Ho did not commit himself 
but he appreciated the point of view placed before him and all the help that could bo 
given by the Corporation was given in the matter of rationing. Rationing is 
essential. Rationing is essential and it should be adopted in as many urban areas 
possible and in rural areas too, whenever possible. 
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Sir, another jioint which I wish to stress is this that you have a large area under 
jute crop ill Bengal.. Is it not possible for Government to reduce that area from jhte 
crop and bring it under rice ? People would certainly now realise that rice is much, 
more valuable than jute. 1 mean even if you have got to take some coercive 
measures they should be taken in the interest of the people. 

Only day before yesterday I read a very gruesome account of the happenings 
in Bengal in the Statesman, the correspondent of the paper who went round to thoses 
places, says 

Medicipes, clothes, blankets will be required in large quantities.** 

I should like to know from Government what steps they are taking to provide 
these, because th(i winter is coming over there and although it may not be so severe 
as in Delhi still it is cold weather and people will require some clothing. What are 
the steps that Government are taking ? Will they make some winter appeal andi^ 
get every little bit that they can get from the people and then take some stejis to 
provide clothing and medicine ? 

Then, Sir, the amaji crop is there and it is something which- makes one very 
hopeful. They say it is a very hne crop but that corresfwndeiit. says there will not 
be sufficient men to harvest that crop. What are the Bengal Government and the- 
Government of India going to do in order to g('t it harvested. I am afraid. Sir, the 
Army is not suitable for harvesting a crop but a large Army of men like me and 
Mr. Hossain Imam and other Members of the House will probably be more useful for 
it, but the local people will be good enough. We should like to know from.- 
Government what steps they are taking about it. 

. There is one point more which still remains and which I should like to stress in 
conclusion. The Government of India shift their responsibility to the Bengal 
Goverrunent and the Bengal Government return that compliment to them. I think,. 
Sir, both of them an? to be blamed and botli of them are responsible for this misery. 
Any person, any community who loves freedom and free, institutions should not 
have the l(‘ast s(;ruple in turning down and denouncing those persons who are res- 
ponsible for a calajuity like this irrespective of party, ifrespectivti of considerations* 
of party, religion or community and certainly I do not say that they should be run 
down for nothing but if you are satisfied no such consideration should stand in the 
way and they must be told w'hero their places are. 

The Honourable Mr. HOSSAIN IMAM ; Mr. President, it pains me to find 
that on the occasion of this debate some Honourable Members of this House were so- 
infected with the communal virus that they could not keep in check their animosity 
and threw their poisoned arrows against the League. 

The Honourable the PRESIDENT : Including yourself. (Applause.) 

The Honourable Mr. HOSSAIN IMAM : Sir, when attacks are made replies 
have to be given. Look whose hand it was that threw the first stone. Was it a 
Muslim wko brought forward this question or was it a Hindu who brought it in ? 

The Honourable Sir DAVID DEVADOSS (Nominated Non-official) : Is 
hunger a Muhammadan or a Hindu ? 

The Honourable the PRESIDENT : If you indulge in this heat you will 
have very little time left for your speech. 

The Honourable Mr. HOSSAIN IMAM : But I expect that you should dO' 
even justice to both sides. 

The Honourable the PRESIDENT : I want to do justice. 

The Honourable Mr. HOSSAIN IMAM (turning to Sir David! Devadoss) : 
Do not insinuate and put into my mouth what has not come from it. This is a prac- 
tice of the lawyers in which they usually indulge when they have a bad case. 

The Honourable Mr. P. N. SAPRU : Sir David Devadoss was a Judge. 

The Honourable Mr. HOSSAIN IMAM : He was a lawyer before and h^* 
cannot forget his life-time’s practice. 

The Honourable Sir DAVID DEVADOSS : You have learnt a very goo* 
lesson. 

The Honourable Mr. HOSSAIN IMAM : Yes, from you ll 
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Mr. President, I was saying that the Assembly set a very good example of keep- 
ing away from communal wrangles and in this elder House people went into the com- 
munal quibbles into which always vanish hopes of the liberty of India. I have no 
intention, Sir, of wasting my time and the time of the House in communal wrangles 
if I am not re-provoked ; and I shall content myself with giving factual replies^ to the 
charges that have been made. 

The Honourable the PRESIDENT : Don’t take any notice of them iPthey 
provoke you. 

The Honourab£e Mr. HOSSAIN IMAM : Mr. President, a historical survey 
has already been given of the past inequities of the British Government by some of the 
Honourable Members. The Honourable Pandit Kunzru gave us a detailed descrip- 
tion of the present condition of Bengal. So thus far my task has been lightened. 

I shall not try to make any political capital out of the calamity of the people as has 
been the case with some of my friends. I have no grouse to ventilate against 
any Party and we do not indulge in spiritualised politics. I have no intention of 
taking actions spectacular in themselves but irioffectivc and foolish, which charac- 
terise others and which evokes the applause of some of my friends who do not belong 
to that Party. I shall content myself with placing before the House a documented 
recital of the present day facts. 

Sir, in dealing with the food situation one has to look at it from two angles of 
vision. Firstly is the short term policy and secondly a long term policy. The short 
term policy, Sir, deals with two aspects. Firstly, we should be warned by past mis- 
takes and take suitable measures for avoiding them and secondly how to case the 
situation. Unless you take into account your past mistakes and realise that they were 
mistakes you could never save the situation, for then you will go on committing the 
same mistake merely for the sake of precedent or prestige. I shall, therefore, in my 
survey confine myself to the handling of the situation by all who are concerned with 
it. Sir, when Mr. Sen gave his excellent speech on a bad cause I was not present all 
the time and I am greatly indebted to him for having made available to me a copy 
of his speech which has helped me immensely in coming to my conclusions. Mr. Sen 
started with a factual statement which was nothing but the truth but which might 
give a wrong impression. At the end of the first page of his speech ho mentioned what 
was the real fact that a million tons of foodgrains were destroyed by calamities. Hoods,, 
etc. But that does not give us a correct picture of the shortage of foodgrains in 
Bengal. The shortage of foodgrains in Bengal, according to our unreliable statis- 
tics, comes to 2 million tons. That is why I have referred to this subject only in 
passing. 

Sir, I said that it is necessary that we should recapitulate and find out what were 
the mistakes, and whose were the mistakes. In the. first place, all the material 
facts not being available to me, I cannot come to any judgment. But I can^ indicate 
the responsibilities in the order, not of the degree of crime, but in the degree of 
proximity to the crime First and foremost comes the Bengal Press, which tried to 
hide the situation in Bengal. I am making a sweeping charge, and I shall substan- 
tiate it. The newspapers, — because they had before them the bogy that if the Fazlul- 
Huq Ministry resigned the nightmare of the League would come into power, — 
thought that anything that would go to the discredit of the Fazlul Huq Ministry or 
of the then Government must be suppressed, •and tliis was responsible for their keep- 
ing mum. The reason why I say is this. We had two debates, one on the 16th Feb- 
ruary, 1943, and the other on the 2nd March, 1943, and people who are conversant 
with eWorld affairs, like Pandit Kunzru, people who keep a vigilant eye on the 
Indian situation, had not a word to say in those debates about the Bengal situation. 
That shotvs that the conspiracy of silence was started, not by the Government of* India, 
hut by the Press right on the soil of Bengal, 

The second culprit in my list of proximity is the Bengal Government of 
Mr. Fazlul Huq, supported by the Shyama Prasad Mukerjee group, which had all 
the material before it, which knew that the prospect of the^ Bengal crop was less than 
7 million tons against the average requirement of 9 million tons — a deficit of two 
million tons. If you look at the question^ in its proper perspective, a deficit of 22 
per cent, is not a negligible deficit in the fo^ situation that can be made up without 
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a hue and cry. And yet it kept sileni — it Jiad not a word to say about the food situation 
just to remain in power. The third name in my list is the Governor of Bengal, who had 
access to all the papers — 

The Honourable Rai Bahadur SRI NARAIN MAHTHA (Bihar : Non- 
Muhammadan] : Did Sir Nazimuddin issue a statement ? 

Tjie Honourable Mr. HOSSAIN IMAM : He was not then Premier. And 
I will draw attention to what my two friends, one from Bengal and the other from 
Bombay, said when referring to the situation. In accusing the Bengal Government 
they forgot the dates — 

The Honourable the PRESIDENT : As an old member, you. know that you 
have the discretion not to answer interruptions, in order to save time for your speech. 

The Honourable Mr. HOSSAIN IMAM : I am very grateful to you. Sir. 
I want to save time, and I have my notes ready at hand. 

Sir, it was the duty of the Governor to send fin S. O. S, At the Centre, the first 
to come in my list is the Food Department of\ho Government of India. And, mind 
you, the head of the Food Department was a Bengali gentleman against whom you 
cannot bring any charge — Mr. Nalini Ranjan Barker, who resigned for the sake of 
others. He was in charge of the Food Department. You could not have had a 
more sympathetic member at the Centre. And yet, because of that conspiracy 
of silence of the Fazlul Huq-Shyama Prasad group, this question remained in obey- 
ance. And, Sir, the new Food Member, whom we cannot name — the Food Member 
who remained in charges of the Food Department from 18th February to 2nd May — 
the unnanK^d person : what was his responsibility ? (Interruption,) The men who 
regarded the entire Executive Council as unfit to hold charge of Food ! I really wonder 
if Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava took a Pelman course to qualify himself to take charge 
of the Food portfolio on the 11th of August, because on the 18th of February he was dis- 
qualified ; he could not be placed even in temporary charge of the subject, and so 
the unnamed person took it over along with Commerce, Industries, Supply, Indians 
Overseas, and the rest of the paraphernalia. That man’s conduct ought to be exami- 
ned. He considered the entire personnel, especially the Indian personnel of the 
Executives Council, unfit to hold charge of any of the departments in this lot— 

The Honourable the PRESIDENT ; You are paying a compliment to your 
own countrymen ! 

The Honourable Mr. HOSSAIN IMAM : I have not done it ; it was the head 
of the Government who declared, by his actions and not by his words, that they were 
incompetent and incapable of holding charge of these, subjects. What prevented 
him from dividing these subjects among the remaining Indian Members — or even, 
for the matter of that, handing somefof them over to my Honourable friend Sir Edward 
Benthall ? (iMughter,) 

Sir, I now come to the Department of Sir Edward Benthall. This Department 
also remained sleeping ; it had no idea of the situation in Bengal. I am not speaking 
without my facts and figures. In reply to a question of mine, bn page 162 — I will 
not read from the Debates ; I will refer to my notes — I was told by the Secretary in 
the Department of War Transport that the number of wagons loaded from 1st Janu- 
ary to 30th June, 1942 — six months — was 334, 270. But in the year 1943, when there 
was a complete failure of crop in Bengal the number dropped by 5 per cent, to 
320,720 ! This is the reply which I roceiyed from the Government itself, so you can- 
not (juestion its correctness. 

The Honourable Sir EDWARD BENTHALL (Member, War Transport and 
Railways) : May 1 ask the Honourable Member whether there was a shortage of 
foodgraips or a shortage of wagons ? 

The HoNOURAnx.E Mr. HOSSAIN IMAM : Mr. President, that is why I want 
A Royal Commission — and immediately — so that my Honourable friend Sir Edward 
Benthall may be exonerated and the blame placed on shoulders that deserve it. 

The Honourable the PRESIDENT : But you yourself said that the Mem- 
ber in charge was sleeping ! 

I’he Honourable Mr. HOSSAIN IMAM : Yes, he was sleeping between 1st 
January and 30th June, but he is completely awake now and doing good work. 

The Honourable Sir JWALA PRASAD SRIVASTAVA : Is it all right now ? 
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The Honourable Mr. HOSSAIN IMAM : I hope it will be all right if he con- 
tinues in this way. But I cannot place too* much trust ! 

Sir, as I said, the number of wagons being loaded with foodgrains was less this 
year than it was last year. That tells its own story of the conspiracy of silence and 
of the ineffective methoolg adopted by the Government in power in those crucial 
days. All the blame that has been thrown on the Bengal Government ought to go 
back to the time of the Nalini Raiijan Sarker- Shyama Prasad-Fazlul Huq gaoup. 

Then^ Sir, in my charge-sheet I find that the Government of India's other defect 
was that, if it could not have secured any ship from His Majesty's Government, 
it should at least not have given a step-motherly treatment to India in the matter 
of the ships which were on the Indian Register. There are 32 ships of the Indian 
Register placed at the disposal of His Maj(\sty's Government 

The Honourable Pandit HIRDAY NATH KUNZRU (United Provinces 
Northern : Non-Muhammadan) : Would my Honourable friend answer a question ? 
He has criticized Mr. Nalini Ran] an Sarker, Mr. Fazlul Huq and Dr. Shyama Prasad 
Mukherjee. I am not concerned with the internal polities of Bengal — 

The Honourabi^e Mr. HOSSAIN IMAM : Excuse me ; I have not charged 
them : what I say is that the charges will fall back on them. 

The Honourable Pandit HIRDAY NATH KUNZRU : Very well. What- 
ever the language used by the Honourable Member may be 

The Honourable the PRESIDENT : He has charged them with the con- 
spiracy of silence. 

The Honourable Mr. HOSSAIN IMAM : At the, crucial time. The time is 
the greatest factor. Relativity is the order of the day. 

The Honourable Pandit HIRDAY NA1^H KUNZRU : I do not’ at all mind the 
language used by my Honourable friend. I am referring only to a question of fact. 
He referred to Messrs. Nalini Ranjan Sarker, Mr. Fazlul Huq and Dr. Shyama 
Prasad Mukherjee. Ho is entitled to express his own individual views and criticise 
these gentlemen. But it is rather surprising to m(^ that ho should have said nothing 
about the attitude of the present Ministry in denying that there was a serious short- 
age of food in Bengal from May practically till the end of July — {An Honourable 
Member : Especially the Food Minister.) The Honourable .Mr. Sen said the other 
day that it became clear by the beginning of May that Bengal was faced with a dis- 
aster and yet the Ministers, not once \)ut repeatedly denied this up to the end of July 
and prevented newspapers, from publishing correct news about the famine in Bengal, 
and took other steps which prevented the public outside from knowing the facts. 

The Honourable Mr. HOSSAIN IMAM : 1 was. referring to the proximity, 

as I said. From the date when this trouble started I am going forward date by date. 
I am talking still of those who committed mistakes before the 24th April, the date 
when I presume the present Ministry came into existence. I shall explain fully to 
your satisfaction, from the statements of Government and from other public source;!. 

I was referring to the fact that 32 ships on the Indian Register had been placed 
at the disposal of His Majesty's Government and yet this Government of India of 
ours, which is miscalled the Government of India but which as Government is not 
concerned with the people's conditions and their relief, could not ask His Majesty’s 
Government to surrender even a part of this fleet. When I say this, I have my facts 
before me. 2 ships have been surrendered by H. M. G. to the Egyptian Government 
for conveying pilgrim traffic to Mecca and none of it was made available to the Gov- 
ernment of India for use because that happened to be more profitable transaction for 
the Shipping Company concerned. This Government failed to take any ships from 
His Majesty's Government. Today ships in large numbers are passing by the 
.shores of India conveying wheat from AuvStralia to Persia and Russia and none can be 
diverted to our use except a small amount of 70,000 tons. I would remind the House 
of a reply which I received some time back that some wheat was exported from 
India in exchange for the wheat that has been imported from Australia. If we 
happen to import a little, it was sent back because it was a mistake to import any 
into India. 

I then refer to what I have already called the responsibility of the junta of the 
disappointed politicians who woke up all of a* sudden from a Rip Van Winkle sleep 
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after 5 months on the day on which they found the Muslim League Ministry came in: 
power, the 24th April, and bn the 3rd of May when Sir Azizul Huque assumed 
charge of the Food Ministry in the iGrOvernment of India. That was the signal, 
from the 24th April onwards for a hue and cry, the like of wliich has never been seen,, 
to raised by the Bengal Press. They indulged in such propaganda that every 
effort made to balance the situation was disturbed. Even in this report of the Policy 
Committee a remark has been made that the press and the platform must co-operate 
in inducing the confidence of the people. Everything was being done? in Bengal in 
those crucial days to bring about dissatisfaction and to encourage a split and avoid 
actions which would help to bring foodgrains into the market. 

The Honourable the PRESIDENT : I do not understand you. Do you 
contend that the Bengal Press was conspiring with Government ? 

The Honourable Mr. HOSSAIN IMAM : No Sir. It was conspiring against 
the Government because a League Ministry was formed. 

The Honourable the PRESIDENT : At whose instance ? 

The Honourable Mr. HOSSAIN IMAM : At the instance of those who were- 
turned out from the Ministry. It is a political game. Whether the facts are denied 
or not, I will just state them. There was no new fact which came into existence 
from the 24th April which had not existed in December, January, February or March. 
In a published statement, the Prime Minister of Bengal explained why he and his 
Food Ministers had made statement in May 1943. These are his words : “ At a 

Conference held on 8th May Major General Wood laid down the following line of 
policy for adoption by the Government of Bengal. (1) The fact that there was a 
sufficiency of food for Bengal should be proved statistically and given the widest 
publicity by advertising and repeating ad rmusean, (2) No price control in Bengal 
until Government acquires physical control of supplies of rice. I ask you, was it 
befitting that a Government, working in the interests of the people, should stand gut 
and refuse to co-operate with the Centre, in getting supplies to remove the huge* 
deficiency of the province ? It was made clear that they would not get supplies unless* 
they followed the mandate and dictates of the Food Department ? And here I 
should like to draw attention to the statement by the Honourable Mr. Sen this morn- 
ing that ther(5 was uncalled for interference ; and an order has been passed under 
section 126A against the Sind Provincial Government preventing them from taking 
action as regards prices as they liked. I ask all Honourable Members to stand with 
me and fight for Provincial autonomy. 

Some F onourable Meivbers : No, no. , 

The Honourable Mr. V. V. KALIKAR : Wc won't fight for provincial auto- 
nomy when people aie dying in numbers. 

(Theie were other interruptions). 

The Honourable the PRESIDENT : Order, rder. 

1'he Honourable Sir DAVTD DEVADOSS : We will never be able to finish 
in this w^ay. Let us close this discussion. 

The Honourable Mr. HOSSAIN LMAM : This action of the Government of 
India is an interference in the fixing of prices of a commodity when it was lower than 
that of any other province in India. The Sind wheat price is Rs. 7-j8-0. The Sind 
Gk)verimient w'anted to raise this internal price and not the export price in the in- 
terest of the cultivators and the Government of India interfered and said that 
they shall not take action. 

T\ib Honourable Mr. P. N. SAPRU : Why did not the Sind Ministry resign 
if it was not satisfied with the Government of India ? 

The Honourable Mr. HOSSAIN IMAM : IVIr. President, the Congress re- 
signed and I will ask you whether my Hindu brethren have improved their position 
by the resignation of the Congress. They have strengthened the Government of 
India. What have they got out of it except to humiliate themselves before 
Government. In the end they ask the Government of India for the release of the 
Congress leaders ? We do not indulge |n blowing hot and cold in the same breath. 
We stick to our guns. 
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The Honourable Pandit HIRDAY N^TH KUNZRU : You stick to your 
posts. 

Tu® Honourable Mb. HOSSAIN IMAM : We are taking lessons. We have a 
precedent for that too. 

Sir, in order: to understand the Bengal situation it is necessary that the Govern- 
ment of India should give a little more publicity to the problems of Bengal as they ^re 
because there exists a great deal of mLsunderstaiiding. People say that the Punjab' 
is doing this and doing that, as if they are doing something wonderful (Interruption), 
Punjab has also a League Ministry. If I am provoked, I will not be responsible for. 
taking more time of the House. I will try to be as brief as possible. 

The Honourable the PRESIDENT : Don’t take any notice of interruptions. 

The Honourable Mr. HOSSAIN IMAM : Reference was made by my friend 
Kumar Nripendra Narayan Sinha to the fact that Bengal which was a granary of 
India is being reduced to this condition. Has it been realised what is the pressure 
in Bengal on land ? There are 779 persons to a square mile, less than an acre for 
each person. How can such a province with a huge population live on its own 
produce* And what is the condition of the Punjab ? There are 287 persons to a 
square mile. With an area about 25 per cent, larger than Bengal it supi^rts a popu- 
lation which is less than half of Bengal. Things should be understood in their proper 
perspective. I do not, wish to bring in any invidious distinctions. 

The Honourable Sir JOGENDRA SINGH (Education, Health and Lauds. 
Member) : May I correct the Honourable Member’s point fibout the Punjab ? 
He said there were only 287 persons to a square mile. That may be true of rainless 
areas. Population in places like Kangra, Hoshiarpur and Jullundur is 600 to 800 ^ 
per square mile. In some places population is as heavy as in Bengal. 

The Honourable Mr. HOSSAIN IMAM : I am very glad that my Honourable • 
friend who is a champion of the agriculturists has given this information. I wdl 
present to him certain statistics. The population of two districts of Bengal, Mymen- 
singh and Dacca, equals the population of two Divisions, Ambala and Jullundur, 
with 8 or 9 districts. The area of these two Divisions is 33,742 square miles, whore as 
the area of those two districts is 8,590 square miles. Land cannot go on producing 
when the pressure of population is so much. Government should not be condemned, 
because of the immensity of the population. T should have thought tliat this was 
the opportune time for all of us to unite and ask that relief to Bengal should be 
given in the shape of shifting its population to other parts where there is less^ 
population and virgin soil. 

The Honourable Mr. SUSIL KUMAR ROY CHOWDHURY (West Bengal : 
Non-Muhammadan) : Shift the Muhammadan population to the North-West 
Frontier Province. 

The Honourable, Mr. HOSSAIN IMAM : You mark Mr. President. I am< 
speaking for the entire population of Bengal I do not make any distinction between 
Hindus and Muhammadans, but the Bengal Hindu cannot live without maligning the 
Mussalmans. It is this kind of mentality which makes it difficult to eradicate the 
calamity from which Bengal is suffering. I was referring to the fact that the ordinary 
course would have been to make united efforts to shift the immense population of 
Bengal to the parts which can accommodate them. I do not want that they should 
be a burden on anyone. The only longterm ciy:e for Bengal’s trouble is that it must 
have a colony. 

I shall now come to the price question. That will be a criterion to judge whether 
the Bengal Government have mismanaged the situation. Prices rose up. My 
trouble is that I cannot make unsubstantiated statements with that liberty with which 
my friends can. I have to confine myself to statement of facts as they exist afid as 
they can be corroborated by reliable statistics and statements. In reply to one of 
my questions during the last Session I was furnished a statement of prices prevailing, 
in different centres of India and I am indebted to the Government for having placed 
it in my hands. * 

The Honourable the PRESIDENT : I would advise you to speak on more 
material points. 

The Honourable Mr. HOSSAIN IMAM,: In reply to my question No. 26 a 
statement was made by the Government giving prices at different towns of rice at 
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‘ diflforont dates. The price of rice in Calcutta in December 1942 was Rs. 12-8-0 a 
maund and at the end of March it was Rs. 25 ^c 0 nt. per cent, inotease duritig the 
regime of Eazlul Huq. Then the Nazimuddin Ministry came and the rfse in the price of 
rice was from Rs. 25 to Rs. 30 in mid- July 1943. There were cries of mismanagement 
andiSQ on. But this was the rise only of 25 per cent. 

The Honourable Mr. SUSIL KUMAR ROY CHOWDHURY : On paper. 
We could not get rice. 

The Honourable Mr. HOSSAIN IMAM : I am not concerned with that. I 
am concerned with the information made available to me by the Government. 
I prefer to rely on the authoritative statement of the Government than on mere 
interjections by a biased mind. Take another province, the Central Provinces. 

The Honourable the PRESIDENT : I admit everything, but how is all that 
going to help us ? Why dont’t you state some constructive proposals? 

The Honourable Mr. HOSSAIN IMAM : You allow full latitude of one and 
a half hours to make their observations. 

The Honourable the PRESIDENT : I am going to allow a reasonable time 
to you. I have already allowed you 40 minutes. But if you waste time with outside 
matters, it will be difficult. Yesterday I ruled that I will not give more than 15 
minutes. 1 hope therefore that you will stick to the point and bring your remarks to 
a close as soon as possible. I am not going to adjourn till you have finished. 

The Honourable Mr. HOSSAIN IMAM : I would like to finish as soon as 
I can. In order to give a complete picture and to remove exaggerated and drama- 
tized versions, I have to bring in facts. They had only sentiments and I have facts 
to place. 

The Honourable the PRESIDENT : But it does not help. There is no use 
crying over spilt milk. Come to something concrete. 

The Honoitrable Mr. HOSSAIN IMAM : I am coming to it, I am referring 
to the fact that rise in prices during the Nazimuddin Ministry was less than the rise 
in Pazlul Huq*s Ministry and it was le.s 3 than the rise in other parts of India. This 
is the point that I wish to establish. I was referring to the Central Provinces. The 
price was Rs. 8-4-0 in December, it went up by 25 per cent, to Rs. 10 in March and 
rose to Rs. 19-6-0 per maund in July. A 85 per cent, rise took place in Central 
Provinces prices. There was no change in the Government there. There was section 
93 Government in December and again the.re was section 93 Government in mid- 
July and yet there was this rise in the province from which you, Mr. President, come. 
And what was the position right under the very nose of the Government of India 
in Delhi ? Believe it or not. The price rose from Rs. 13 in March to Rs. 22 in mid- 
July, a rise of 70 per cent, in 3^ months. If right under the nose of the Government 
of India this can happen without any blame’ attaching to the heads of the Government 
of India, why blame the Government, of Bengal, when the rise is only 25 per cent. 

Well, Sir, I have it on the authority of the Policy Committee and other highly 
placed people tJmt the establishment of free trade in the Eastern Zme was the one thing 
which saved Calcutta from its death, I, Sir, personally do not hold any brief for it. 
My political organisation, the Provincial Muslim League at my instance, passed a 
Resolution in which we did not express our approval of this free trade because free 
trade does bring in its train a great deal of trouble in the manner in which it was 
effected. 

Well, Sir, you wanted some concrete suggestions and I am going now to present 
with concrete suggestions. 

In fixing prices what should be the guiding principle ? Is the Government of 
India to remain a free agent to do whatever its whims dictate or is it going to be 
subject to any desiderata ? For practically all other things for which you have got 
prices fixed, you have a system. In the case of sugar, a system is adopted by means 
of which you find out the cost and then you add for profit and thia and that and 
thereby you fix a price limit. It is done in a scientific manner. Look at the other 
thi^s ; a thing not of hundreds, thousands or lakhs, a thing worth Rs. 450 crores 
- which you control. I refer, Sir, to the textiles. There you have got a Textile Panel 
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consisting entirely of the representatives of the Industry which fixes the price on 
^rtain defined bases. But for the fixation of the price of agricultural goods you will 
have neither any system, rational or irrational, scientific or unscientific nor even 
correlation. Even the authors of the Food Grain Committee Report throw no light 
on this ^bject. What should be the basis pf the fixation of prices ? Even the 
. speech of the Honourable the Food Member in the other House was silent on this 
aspectt If you will look at the report of the Food Committee — the Food Advisory 
Council of the Central Legislature which examined the recommendations of the 
Gre^ry Committee — you will find that there is no indication of the lines which will 
bo adopted by the Government of India in fixing prices. ^ 

In my view, Sir, price is an important factor. We found in the case of wheat 
control last year, in 1942, that it completely broke down with the result that as 
soon as you lifted the price control immense quantities of wheat came to the market. 
Similarly, Sir, I find that this Government is heading towards a disastrous end in 
fixing arbitrarily the prices of foodgrains. I drew attention a few days ago in a 
supplementary question to the inequity of the U. P. Government which is levying a 
tax on the export of oil seeds and which denies having done anything or made any 
profits. There should bo a concerted policy of the Government of India. If you are 
not prepared — and I think you should not bo jirepared — to fix an all-India price 
you must have a ceiling and fioor just as we have done in the case of cotton, with 
which, Mr. President, you are so very well conversant. TFe must have a ceiling and a 
floor for these foodgrain 'prices tvithin which each Province will he at liberty to flx its 
limitSy and that ceiling and floor. Sir, must be fixed in consultation with the representa- 
tives of agriculture nominated either on the advice of the Leaders of the Parties in the 
Central Legislature or on the advice of the Education, Health and Lands Departments ' 
of the Government of India. Personally I would consider the Education, Health 
and Lands Department better tlian the Food Department where the interests of the 
agriculture are Gonoorned. Thes(^ are two methods open to Government to adopt 
if they wish that their food procurement may he successful ; for when all is said and 
done the food procurement policy will fail or succeed on the basis of the prices which 
you fix now. I was also surprised, Sir, that a Committee of such eminence as that of 
Sir Theodore Gregory’s should not have laid down anything about the quantum of 
the procurement which they think sufficient to establish control. Are the Provinces 
to acquire only for their requirements of the urban areas and for export and therefore 
the deficit provinces Avill only provide for the urban areas and nothing for the rural 
areas ? Or are they to acquire oven half or quarter of the supplies which they want 
for urban areas ? There is no indication anywhere, Sir, as far as my short survey 
has enabled me to see — I have not been able to go through all the papers completely 
as I received them on Saturday — about the quantum of procurement. The Governr 
ment Members also, Sir, have kept silent on this point. I suggest, Sir, that the 
method which they can adopt for procurement without interfering with the discre- 
tion of the Provinces is, as I have stated, the fixation of a ceiling and a floor in 
consultation with us. If a Provincial Government non- cooperates or refuses to 
come forward and carry out your behe.st you can always enter the market. Just 
as We have Treasury Bills on tap, the Central Government can have a tap rate just 
above the floor but below the ceiling in the Province concerned and then anyone who 
wants to sell his foodgrains can sell them to the Government organisation. In this 
at least. Sir, I had the support of Pandit Kimzrii, who speaking on Provincial Auto- 
nomy on the 16th February this year — I do not know whether he is wiser now or has 
given up his previous opinions — ^used the following words : — 

-- V 

“ The Provincial Government is a popular Government while the Central Government owes 
no responsibility either to the Legislature or to public opinion and the Ministers of the Punjab 
Government, who naturally desire that they should not lose their position with the electorate, 
hesitated to carry out tho wishes of an irresponsible Central Government.*’ 

He was then a supporter of this idea ; I do not know whether later prejudices 
have affected his opinions or not. 

Sir, I was referring to the necessity of having a measure of popular support in 
the formative stage;— not in the stage when you have finished,— by association with 
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the represeubativos of the agriculture in the fixation of prices. I would also remind 
jbhe House that all the requisites of the agriculturists are obtainable at very high prices. 
'For instance, I referred, Sir, in the question time to the fact of oil being sold at jRs. 42 
: a maund in some provinces which is in parity with the price of rice at Rs. 25. Sir, 
/that was the parity according to the former prices of these in 1942. Vegetable 
prices are not under control. Ohee prices are not controlled. Wood is not control- 
led. Charcoal is not controlled. Iron is not available unless you go to the^black 
market and buy it at Re. 1 a seer. Yet this benign Government must fix the price of 
whoat and rice at a low level and thereby drive the entire produce from the hands of 
. the agriculturists to be hoarded by the trade. This is the game and when it goes 
j undergrounds in the hands of the trade nothing will bring it out except high prices. 

Mr. President, I have a little more ground to traverse, and if you think this an 
. appropriate time to adjourn for Lunch, that would be convenient. I will take about 
15 minutes more. 1 have not yet dealt with the short-term and long-term sugges- 
. tions that I have to make. 

The Honoubablb the PRESIDENT : There are several Government speakers 
...and they ^lould get enough time. I have given you 55 minutes. 

The Honoubable Mb. HOSSAIN IMAM: I am very grateful to you, Sir. 

The Honoubable the PRESIDENT : I will give you five or ten minutes 
’ more ; that is all. 

The Honoubable Mr. HOSSAIN IMAM : Yes. 

As regards the Ispahanis, I have no time, and therefore I shall lay on the table 
, extracts* from the published pamphlet of the Bengal Government entitled ‘‘ Bengal 
Government and the Ispahanis 

Sir, I was referring to the short-term policy, and I was referring to the fact that 
the Central Government must have a basis and state what their procurement plan is 
to be its proportion to consumption. I do not want actual figures to be worked out. 
I want to know what proportion it is to bear to the consumption— not to the produce, 
because I am not concerned whether the produce is more or less. I would have 
referred to the charge of hoarding against the agriculturist, but I have no time, and 
therefore I will simply state that those who are conversant with conditions in India 
know that neai ly 85 per cent, of the agriciilturists have no surplus to hoard ; they 
are either deficit or just self-sufficient. It is only 15 per cent, of our people who have 
a marketable surplus. That is why, as referred to in the Committee's report, in 
cases of bad years wo do not get anything to the urban areas, because there is nothing 
left. 1 would invite the attention of the Oovermnent to the necessity of not eating up all 
the grains of this year. There must he a reserve left, as our resources are not sufficient to 
feed the population of the country, nothing will bo more disastrous than the exhaus- 
tion of stocks which these 15 per cent, have and the others have not. 

1 would just remind the Food Department that n 3 arly 20 per cent, of the rice 
. production consists of aus crop in Bengal which has come, and has gone without 
having much of an effect on the price structure. Be warned that this late winter crop 
does not disappear shnilarly without leaving any mark as it will if your policy of 
/price dictation unconcerned with the reality of the situation, continues. 

I was referring to the fact that in India we are not capitalists. We are socialisti- 
cally inclined. A family does not consist of a man, his wife and his young children. 
It consists of dependents as well. We do not turn out our relations, as they do in 
other countries. And it is those who were really dependants on others, who are now 
dying in their hundreds and thousands. ' When I have nothing to feed myself with, 
I cannot carry the weight of the dependants, with the result that they suffer the most. 
I therefore ask the Central Government to come to the rescue of these people and 
make food available at cheap prices, as is done in every civilised country except this 
^country— perhaps it is not a civilized Government. 

Coming to the long-term policy, as I have very little tim^, I would place first 
. in the order the reference-*which I had made to the removal of the population from 

- * Please see the Appendix at the end of these debates. 
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Bengal to other parts which are sparsely populated. And I specially include Burma. 
After Burma is reconquered, it should be made into a colony of India — at least a 
few parts of it. 

The second suggestion which I have to make was taken up by my Honourable 
friend Mr. Motilal, that jute cultivation sh»uld be reduced. 

My third suggestion will convince Honourable Members that we are not com- 
mun&lists. My third suggestion was that the irrigation facilities in West Bengal 
should be improved. West Bengal, as my Honourable friends know, is 80 or 90 per 
-‘Cent. Hindu. I feel for them as well. But my friends will never admit that. West 
Bengal had been a good area in the past, but on account of the drying up o? the 
river system and other causes, it has become very deficient. Sometimes it is flooded, 
as was the case this year. There should be a systematization of irrigation. A 
good irrigation system should be followed, if you really wish to solv(^ the problem 
on a long-term basis, and not just to patch it up. As my Honourable friend 
Mr. Sapru has remarked, the Englishman has lost all sense of proprietorship in 
India. They are having a short-term j)olicy. In that case, I caiuiot ask theju to 
adopt a long-term policy, because it means that they feel they have no interests 
which will continue for a long time, and the new Govern ?nerit of India which could 
■give effect to it is not likely to be formed so we remain till Doomsday waiting for 
something to turn up. 

I would also suggest a very minor thing, but which would bo of some use, namely, 
that cultTfrablo waste lands should not be allowed to remain fallow. It must bo Jiiade 
a sort of offence for anybody to allow culturablo waste lands to continue fallow for a 
number of years. Unless a condition of that sort is ma do, you will not be able to 
bring all the culturable waste land under the plough. 

I had in mind also a constructive measure which would hol[) not only Bengal 
but the rest of the permanently settled areas. I suggest that an irrigation cess 
should be imposed. This should bo done by the provinces, of course, and not by 
the Centro. But the Centre can co-ordinate, and it can put the suggestion before 
the provinces, so that they may give facilities. It is well known to all agricul- 
.turists that land remains fallow only when there is no irrigation available. If 
irrigation is available, no one keeps his lands unnecessarily fallow. One has to leave 
on^s lands fallow in a rotation system. But in the main the existence of fallow lands 
is due to lack of irrigation facilities. The Punjab has been able to yield bumper 
-crops merely because of the irrigation facilities that have been placed in its hands. 
In that respect, the United Provinces have also done something through the electric 
■grid system. The cess to be imposed on those who benefit from it. 

As time is very short, I have to skip through all my arguments. I come to the 
.amendment of the Honourable Mr, Parker. It is a whitewashing amendment. 
According to it, no one is to blame. It places a black mark on my fraternity-^the 
^fraternity of politicians. We are taboo. We are not to have entrance to this sacred 
temple. I think it is a slur on the entire Indian public to ask that a Comjnission 
should be appointed to consider a question relating to India without having on it 
•any Indian politician. Could such a propo.sal be iqade in England with this rider ? 
You could not have cast a bigger slur on Indian politicians than this. 

The Honourable Sir DAVID DEVADOSS ; You are an example of it ! 

The Honourable Mr. HOSSAIN IMAM : An ex-Judge remarks-^inaudibly 
— that I am an example of it. I take pride in having this dictum from a judge out- 
side the judicial bench ! That is my ambition, and it giyes me great pleasure to have 
this dictum from such a judge I 

Then I come to the amendment of my Honourable friend Mr. Sapru. I cannot 
understand, Sir — 

The Honourable the PRESIDENT : I would advise you to refer to your 
•own amendment and say something about it. 

The Honourable Mr. HOSSAIN IMAM : I am opposing these amentjments 
4 ind I am giving you the reasons why I am opposing them. You may not allow me 
this privilege if I do not give the reasons now * 

The Honourable the PRESIDENT: Don’t you know that it is left to me which 
^amendment I will put to the House first ? If one amendment is. accepted by Gov* 
^emment, the matter is finished. 
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It is rather unjust on us— 


The Honourable the PRESIDENT.: I am not unjust. I am very fair* 
I am only pointing out to you the Standing Order. 

The Honourable Mr. HOSSAIlf IMAM : It will not give us an opportunity 
of recording our votes. That is why I am saying 

Tub Honourable the PRESIDENT : Alright, say what you like. 

The Honourable Mr. HOSSAIN IMAM : Sir, I was refomng to the Honour- 
able Mr. Sapru’s amendment, in which he wants an impartial Commission. I have 
not? heard of any Commission being appointed by the Governor General or by the 
Government of India. It is either a Royal Commission Or a Committee of Enquiry. 
During recent years J have not known of a Commission without its being a Royal 
Commission. The Honourable Pandit Kiinzru has still to speak and perhaps he 
will enlighten us as to what ho means. He has a right, according to the President’s 
ruling, to speak on the amendments afterw ards, because he has not had a chance to 
speak on the amendments 

(Honourable Members : “ No, no 

The Honourable the PRESIDENT : Do not mistake. There is no speaking, 
afterwards. Whatever you have to say, you must say it now. 

The Honourable Mr. H08SA1N IMAM : Now I come to my own amendment 
We demand a Royal Commission now, not to make a post-mortem examination in 
1951 as to the bungh's of 1943. We want this to be done immediately so that we 
may learn lessons for the immediate future. The question of foodgrains and life is 
not such that it can wait. I have purposely omitted the word “ immediately ” 
from my amendment for this l eason that I do wish that tiie Government should take 
the responsibility for the urgency of the situation. Secondly, Sir, when wo ask for 
a Royal Commission, it is because wo feel that it is the only competent body which 
can sit in judgment. The parties involved are so highly placed that a committee 
appointed by the Government of India will not b<' able to sit in judgment, will not 
bo able to call for r(^cord8, will have nothing of the requisites of a Royal enquiry. 
Hero 1 should like to recount the genesis of tl\is amendment wd\ich we have sponsored. 
It was not the demand of the Muslim League*. It w^as a demand made in the province 
of B<mgal by tho disapj)ointed politicians first and it was sufiported by tlie Muslim 
show boy of the Calcutta Corporation. We had nothing to do with it — • — 

The Honourable the PRESIDENT : Do disaj^pointed politicians come to 
an agreement ? 

1’he Honourable Mr. HOSSAIN IMx\M : Mr. President, that is the worst 
part of it ; tliey can nev(T come to an agreement unless you place them on the 
Treasury benches. Tho moment you plac<^ them on the Treasury benches, all 
differences disajipcar and as soon as they come out again, dissatisfaction comes. 
It is tlio only bond which can keep unity. Sir, we were not n\sponsible for bringing 
forward this amendment. As has been stated publicly in thii Press by Sir 
Muhammad Yamin Khan, the Secretary of the Muslim League Party of the other 
House, there was a meeting of Europeans, Nationali.sts and the Muslim League and 
in consultation this formula was evolved. Others backed out, we stuck to our words 
and that is all our fault. When some peo})Ie beard whisperings from the highest 
quarters that Gov(*rnmont cannot accept an amendment of this sort, they bafCked out. 
Otliers backed out because they thought that if a Royal Commission sat immediately, 
there will be a complete exposure of those who are now posing as the saviours of the 
people. The garb which has been taken by C(Ttain people — and it suits the Govern- 
ment of India that they should continue to do so— is that if a Royal Commission or 
enquiry committee were appointed now, it will disturn the work. But of what use 
it w ill be to have a finding after 5 yt^ars as to what was tho cause of these happenings* 
J think even ln.storians w ould be able to do this as well as research workers in the 
Universities. You j^ould have it done by students who will study the subject in the 
calm atmosphere of a Universil^^ and give a rest^arch report as to who was responsible, 
what was the degree of responsibility of each and so on. If you want to have it* 
have it now, so that the incompetence and ignorance of those who are responsible for 
this calamity may be showm to the world. If I had a skeleton in my cupboard I 
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would not hav^^made a demand for a Royal Commission. The fact that I am making 
this demand shows how clean our record is, all those who resile from tins Royal Com- 
mission have something to hide. They aro^ afraid of exposing themselves to the 
public glare, whether it be the Government, the European Group or my friends here. 
Sir, 1 know that you have the right to put the amendments in any order you like 
but I should like to have the opportunity of recording my vote at least ou one 
amendment. At least on one amendment I should like to r<>cord my opposition, 
and if I have to record it, I will record it against the Honourable Mr. Parker’s 
amendment. 

The Council then adjourned for Lunch till Three of the Clock in the afternoon. 

The Council re-assembled after Lunch at ^hree of the Clock, the Honourable 
the President in the Chair. 

The Honourable Rai Bahadur Lala RAM SARAN DAS (Punjab : Non- 
Muhammadan) : Sir, I will follow your wishes and confine myself to a few remarks 
that I can offer. I judge people by their actions and the results that they achieve 
thereby and not by pure propaganda and talk. The Government of India, as far as 
I am aware, realising that there was to be a shortage of foodgrains owing to the influx 
of troops from abroad and other reasons, ordered 2f lakh tons of foodgrains from 
England. The Right Honourable Mr. Amery and his colleagues were good enough to 
make shipping arrangement for ^he purpose and some ships — with about a lakh 
of tons of foodgrains arrived at Karachi. Later on when the Food Department was 
created, further shipments w^ere stopped. I want to know from the Government 
Member in charge why further consignments were sfopped and by whom. My 
information is that some responsible official of the Bengal Government— 1 need 
not disclose the name, as it is already known to all of us — said that there was plenty 
of foodgrains in Bengal and nothing further was needed. The spokesman of Govern- 
ment said, if I rightly quote the wording, that Bengal will be “ flooded ” with food- 
stuffs. As a consequence of such statements, perhaps the import of the rest of the 
foodgrains was stopped. The result was that the shipping that was arranged by the 
British Government was diverted to South Africa and foodstuffs W'cre sent there. 

I should like to know who was responsible for that action ? Because in case the rest 
of the consignments had arrived in India the situation w^ould not have worsened to 
such an extent. I wanted to go myself to Bengal and offer my personal services 
to my suffering countrymen, but the state of my health would not permit me tu do so. 
However, the Saiiatan Dharam Pratinidhi Sabha, of which I have the privilege to be 
the President, sent a nedief party of over 150 persons and proposed to send 60 
railway wagonloads of foodgrains. My information from our workc'rs and other 
sources is that things were being so badly managed that people had lost confidence 
in the Government which resulted the present condition of misery and distress. My 
friend Honourable Mr. Hossain Imam said that owing to conduct of a certain 
Muslim Party against the other the present situation had arisen, and I say that the 
fight between two Muslim parties, whether that of Huq or Muslim League, resulted 
in the conditions so miserable. 

The Honourable Mr. HOSSAIN IMAM : Was Dr, Shyaana Prasad 
Mookerjee’s party out of it. Sir ? 

The Honourable Rai Bahadur Lala RAM SARAN DAS : Whether Dr. 
Shyama Prasad Mookerjee’s party was out of it or not, I am not going into such 
details. « 

The Honourable Mr. HOSSAIN IMAM : Why only the Muslim parties ? 
Shyama Prasad and Fazlul Huq’s parties were against the League Party. It was the 
result of a united fight between Hindu and Muslim parties. One party had the 
support of the Shyama Prasad Party. It was not a Muslim faction fighting against 
each other. 

The Honourable Rai Bahadur Lala RAM SARAN DAS : I hold no brief 
for anyone. But I find that the mutual fight between these two parties did result 
in the exceleration of death rate and misery. 

The Honourable Mr. HOSSAIN IMAM : No, Sir. I deny it. 

The Honourable Rai Bahadur Lala RAM SARAN DAS: Facts are facts and 
cannot be denied. Some friends have blamed the British Government for their want 
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of sympathy. I must give credit to the British Government which actually came 
forward and arranged shipping /or export of 2J lakh tons of foodfttufPs. Then some 
of my friends have blamed the Department of Food for their policy and so on. If 
the Food Department had not come forward to help Bengal, this regular flow of 
foodgrains from other provinces and their carriage would not have been made. . 

What happened in Bengal ? When in April -May 1 942 there was fear of J apanese 
invasion thousands of boats were taken over by the Bengal Government. Many vil- 
lages were got emptied and people deprived of their livelihood and habitations with- 
out finding for them suitable substitute. In England my information is that when 
any area is to be vacated, the civil authorities must house thevpeople effected, and 
all facilities are given to them. What has been the fate of Bengal ? All the coimtry 
boats were taken over by the provincial Government and the people engaged in 
plying these boats were deprived of their livelihood and the result was the present 
difficulty. In the other House an observation was made that some of these boats 
have been returned to the people. I do not know in what condition these boats 
have been returned, but I can say that the condition of these boats is so bad that 
they will not be workable. The fear of Japanese invasion began in April-May 1942 
and certain areas were placed under military control and all those people who were 
made to vacate were not provided with any accommodation in other parts of Bengal. 
My friend from the Punjab said that Punjab rendered great service to Bengal and 
other famine stricken areas in India. I must say that Punjab not simply did service 
to this cause but also derived profit by raising the prices at which they offered to 
sell the grain. Why those prices soared up so high is a question which ought to be 
enquired into. My information is that the prices ran high because there was non- 
co-operation by the Punjab Ministry and between the Ministries of one Province and 
the other. 

The HonoukabLe Mr. HOSSAIN IMAM : Why prices rose up in Delhi, Sir ? 

The Honourable Bai Bahadur Lala BAM SABAN DAS : If they rose up 
in Delhi, the Delhi authorities, are to blame. 

The Honourable Mr. HOSSAIN IMAM : The Government of India. 

The Honourable Bai Bahadur Lai.a BAM SABAN DAS : The Government 
of India cannot be blamed because the Government of India framed a policy, ordered 
foodgrains from foreign countries and it was somebody here — I do not want to men- 
tion the name — who was responsible for stopping that supply. In case all these 
supplies had arrived in India the position would not have worsened so much. 

Then, Sir, some Honourable Members have raised the question of Grow More 
Food Campaign. This Grow More Food Campaign, is only a propaganda as far as 
I see. I should like to know what facilities have the various Provincial Govern- 
ments offered to the people for Grow More Food policy. The Grow More Food 
policy is an automatic thing. In case anybody finds it a paying concern he will 
take to it himself but what has been the drawback which has discouraged this policy. 
It is the shortage of agricultural implements and agricultural cattle. Prices of such 
implements have rtm so high that people find it impossible in certain areas to grow 
more food. Growing more food, Sir, is an economic ‘question. If I have more 
land, better implements ^nd good seeds I will certainly cultivate more lands and get 
more profit. What I suggest to Government regarding this is that they must stop 
at least the indiscriminate slaughter of agricultural cattle. 

Another point which I want to make is that Government should lend agricultural 
machinery to the various landholders for ploughing, thrashing, and for other pur- 
poses connected with agriculture. My friend Sir Jogendra Singh did mention the 
other day, that he did try some steam ploughs and machinery but it failed, I know. 
Sir, that it failed because the present holdings are so small that until Government 
finds requisite machinery for us and provides good manure we cannot success- 
fully. derive any beii^t because the are€» are too small to be dealt with by 
machinery. The Honourable Mr. Hossain Imam gave the impression that people 
in Bengal are starving and dying out of spite for the Muslim league 
Ministry. Well, this is a very surprising statementi No man will die for 
any such spite against the Muslim league Ministry. My information, from my 
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workers and my friends in Bengal is that the non-Muslims have completely lost tl^e 
confidence in the Muslim League Government and wanted that the work of distribu- 
tion of money and foodgrains should bo entrusted to certain recognised institutions 
or reliable parties to be appointed for that purpose Sir, the President of the Muslim 
League set a very bad example in earmarking his charity for Muslims alone. Naturally 
the Muslim League Government have to follow the policy of its President. This 
policy is also responsible for depriving the non-Muslims of their legitimate share in 
the public charity. My information is, Sir, that the Chamber through which the 
Muslim League was working opened their free joint kitchens and those lungars 
both to Hindus and Muslims. In an orthodox Province like Bengal it was quite evi- 
dent that no non-Muslim will take any food from such kitchens. So, the point 
that those lungars were meant for all communities is misleading. , 

My friend th© Honourable Mr. Hossain held that there was a conspiracy of silence 
on behalf of the Press and the public. Sir, I cannot understand what he meant by 
this remark. When one has clean accounts, is never afraid of an audit. Why was 
the Press compelled not to publish the right news is a matter which shows a guilty 
conscience behind it. In reply to my friend Mr. Hossain Imam when he says that 
there was a conspiracy may I enquire why the “ Star of India ” was silent on the 
matter ? Why did not the “ Dawn ’’ throw some light and unearth this conspiracy. 
Why did not Sir Nazimuddiii, who is Premier now, issue a statement ? 

Sir, most of the points have been covered by the speech of my esteemed friends 
Pandit Kunzru, Sir Gopalaswami Ayyangar and oth(*rs. 1 would frankly say. Sir, 
that what 1 heard from Sir Gopalaswami Ayyangar, who was himself a Famine 
•Commissioner in Madras, even in bad famines deaths from starvation were unheard 
of astonished me. In Bengal, when there is no warfare going on if that is the condi- 
tion of the people, what will be their fate if it becomes a centre, of war. No Govern- 
ment can bo proud of so many of its subjects dying of starvation. 

Now, Sir, I wish to make a few suggestions. The first is that, in order to control 
or regulate prices of foodstufis, Government should take revenue in cash and in 
kind, both, and the commodity that they take in kind ought to be kept as a reserve 
against the prices going up. They must throw this reserve into the market to bring 
down the prices if necessary. 

The second suggestion that I wish to make is that they must get moral sanction 
from the leaders. Government Ordinances will not carry, weight — they will be un- 
effective unless they are supported by the moral sanction of recognised Indian leaders. 
If Mahatma Gandhi, who has' alw^ays declared himself to be in favour of finding food 
for the people, issues an instruction to all the prosperous families that they must feed 
one another famine-stricken family, a great deal of distress and misery must end 
I am glad to learn from the Honourable Maharaja of Darbhanga and other friends 
that all the big zamindars are feeding their ryots. Government could safely act 
the same way as well. That is a good sign. All the big zamindars in Bengal are 
devising methods to feed their ryots and save them from death. But, Sir, when the 
present buying capacity of the masses is daily decreasing. Government are also using 
their printing press for the issue of currenciy notes. Inflation has boon carried to an 
extent unknown before. I consider that this inflation is also responsible for the rise 
in prices. My Honourable friend Chaudhri Ataullah Khan Tarar paid a tribute to the 
Punjab Government. I consider that the Punjab Ministry has been generally non- 
co-operating with the Government of India. It w as one of the Ministers who went 
from village to village openly advising zamindarg to keep back their foodstuffs, 
jxot to offer them for sale. 

The Honourable Mr. HOSSAIN IMAM : When ? 

The Honourable Rai Bahadur Lala RAM SARAN DAS : Last year. 

The Honourable Mr. HOSSAIN IMAM : During the price control period*? 

The Honourable Rai Bahadur Lala RAM SRAN DAS : Yes, there was 
Tio real price control. So far as I know, control has been introduced in the Punjab 
only on cloth, and not on foodstuffs. 

The Honourable Mr. HOSSAIN IMAM : But wheat prices were controlled 
for the whole of the year 1942. 
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The Honoubable Rai Bahadur Lala RAM SARAN DAS : Those prices 
were controlled only in name. It was the Government agent who went to the black 
market and paid a higher price. I cj«,n quote a number of instances to prove my 
statement that it was the Government agent who went to the black market and. 
raised the prices of foodstuffs. In case my Honourable friend wants an example,. 
I may say that in one of the big mandi of Abohar in the Punjab the Government 
agent went to the black market and raised the price by paying a liigher price than the 
controlled price. I therefore maintain that it was the Punjab Government 
agencies which are to blame for raiding the prices. 

The, Honourable Mr. KUMARSANKAR RAY CHAUDHURY (East Bengal : 
Non-Muhammadan) : Purchasers on behalf of the Government from contractors 
and sellers usually want half the profit as a bribe and thus prices are raised. 

The Honourable Rai Bahadur Lala RAM SARAN DAS : My information 
is — and I stand open to correction — that Governmeilt appointed agents who wero' 
incompetent and who did not know the job entrusted to them. In the Punjab, 
unfortunately, everyf^hing was to be done by the so-called agricultural tribeSg^ whether 
they were conversant with the matter or not. Whatever may happen, it had to be done 
by them. A bought from B, C bought from A, and so on, although they were all 
members of the same firm. The result was that prices rose, and the firm made out 
heavy profits. My information is — and I tliink I am right in stating that in one of 
the firms operating in the Punjab even a Member of the Executive Council of the 
Governm<*nt of India is interested. I must say that such a combination creates a 
wrong inference, and the result is what I have described above. I know of a certain 
firm wlio entirely failed in meeting the demand of the Government because they 
knew nothing about how to buy or how to sell. 

Sir, my Honourable friend Chaudhri Tarar paid a great tribute to the Muslim 
League Government. I have seen in the papt^rs that young girls in great number 
aie being enticed away, and have disappe^ared, children are btiing separated from 
their parents, and there is utter lack of medical aid during the above regime. 

The Honourable Mr. H08SAIN IMAM : Since when ^ 

The Honourable Rai Bahadur Lala RAM SARAN DAS : Since tho' 
inauguration of tl e Muslim League (Jovernmont. 

1'he Honourable the PRESIDENT : Order, order. 

"Fhe Honourable Rai Bahadur Lala RAM SARAN DAS : I have stated a 
fact. Sir. 

The Honourable Mr. HOSSAIN IMAM : That shows the mentality ! 

The Honourable Mr. SUSIL KUJUAR ROY CHOWDHURY : Since the^ 
forcible repatriation of the destitutes ! 

The Honourable Mr. HOSSAIN IMAM : That is the new Viceroy’s scheme. 
Sir. 

The Honourable Rai Bahadur Lala RAM SARAN DAS : Sir, as regards 
the grow more food campaign, the right way to preceded with it is to find agricultural 
im})Iement and manure, to manufacture ammonium sulphate in India and give it 
free to the zainindars for the first time so that they may know what advantages they 
get by its use. 

1 am for enforcing rationing of all necessities of life. Half-hearted measures 
will not do. 

I am thankful to His Excelloncy the Commander-in-Chief for coming to the 
rescue of the Bengal Government by giving them transport and other facilities. 
If this was not so I do not know what deplorable condition would have been in the 
villages of Bengal. Because when there is no food in the villages, the people resort 
to fho cities, and spread infection. If suitable measures are taken for distribution of 
foodgrains in the rural areas, people will not be forced to come to towns like Calcutta. 

Some arrangememt should be made foT the rehabilitation of the people who have, 
been deprived of their land and are out of employment. 

Sir, I do not want to detain the Council much longer. I would urge upon the 
Government to enforce ration measures on all necessities of life whether they are. 
medicines or foodgrains, and provide agricultural implements and agricultural 
oattle to the cultivators foi* the campaign which they intend to start. 
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The Honourable Sir JWALA PRASAD SRIVASTAVA : Sir, if I intervene 
in this debate at this late stage, it is not with a view to answer all the criticisms that 
have been made against the Government, nor ipdeod with a view to tell the House of 
.all the details on which they want information. Sir, the question of food has been 
debated in this House and in the lower House for no less than 10 days now. The 
debate first started on the 12th of this month and today is the 23rd. Sir, no less 
than 52 speakers took part in the debate in the lower House and I think the number 
of those who have taken part in this House is also — • 

The Honourable the PRESIDENT : 23. 

Thb Honourable Sir JWALA PRASAD SRIVASTAVA : 28, according to 
my list. I am the 29th. I do not know. T may be wrong, but I have the names 
•of all the speakers here. 

The Honourable the PRESIDENT : Including the first occasion or since 
this motion was moved I 

The Honourable Sir JWALA PRASAD SRIVASTAVA : Since this motion. 
I congratulate both the Houses on the interest which thf^y have shown in this 
important subject of food. It transcends evt^ry other subject with which the 
Govcrninent is concerned at the moment in its importance and its far r. caching , bearing 
on the general economy of the country. The subject of food, Sir, is no longer one 
for individual Provinces but a matter for India as a whole. la fact, its importance 
extends beyond the boundaries of India. And, Sir, whatever wo do in regard to the 
solution of the food problem we must remember that we are on a world stage. All 
the nations of the world are watching us and for that reason, Sir, if for no other, 
I deprecate controversy and apportioning of blame at this stage. Sir, imfortunatoly, 
R little heat has been imported in the debate in this House which I much regret. 
This is not the time for politics, whether communal — 

The Honourable Pandit HTRDAY NATH KUNZRU : What heat is the 
Honourable Member referring to ? Ho was never present during the discussion.' 

^ The Honourable Sir JWALA PRASAD SRIVASTAVA : Sir, I am sure 
my Honourable friend knows what I am referring to. Sir, 1 would appe al to ev^’ery 
one, whether a member of this House or not, to look at this problem of food without 
any pre-conceived ideas of politics. vSir, the voices of the starving millions in Bengal 
bid us to abandon all controversy. Unfortunately thf^re lias bean a great deal of 
it ill Bengal itself aurl I will not take on myself the task of arbitrating as to who is 
right and who is wrong. In fact, [would appeal to all tUat they should come together 
and give us a hand in this' important work. Let us forget our differences and lob 
us pull together to the common end. 

Sir, T am glad that in this House and in the Lower House opinion has been more 
'or less unanimous on this point that we should abandon controversy and politics. 
Mr. Jinnah, speaking in the other House, laid stress on this aspect of the matter and 
I am grateful to him for having given the lead which I hope will be followed by his 
supporters. 

Sir, as I said a minute ago, food is no longer the concern of this province or that^ 
We have deliberately embarked on an integnatod food policy, an all-India policy, 
and as I have said in the Lower House and in the Food Conference, it is our intention 
to go ahead with this policy. Wo mean business and wo shall implement it. We 
shall not be thwarted by the recalcitrancy of vested inti^rests or of any one, no matter 
how pbwerful he may be. Sir, it is true that behind the fopd muddle there has been 
a great deal of controversy and I wish that this, will now be a thing of the past. 

Sir, the charge has been made against us that Government do not wish to take 
•the public into their confidence, that Government do not want to associate the public 
in the work of food. I wish to deny this charge vith all the emphasis at my com- 
mand. So far as I am concerned, Sir, I am most anxious, most willing to have^the 
co-operation and support of every one no matter what his race oV his creed or his 
politics, and T look to the Members of this House to come and give us a hand. The 
task before us is a stupendous one and I want all the help /ind sympathy that I can 
get. 

Sir, I am not going to talk of the past. We are still in the midst of the battle. 
After we haye emerged victorious from it there will be time enough to talk of the past. 
For the present I wish to assure the House that the Government is leaving nothing 
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undone which can be done to save the lives of the starving people and to have a well- 
thought-out long-term policy. I an/ gratified from the general trend of the speeches^ 
to know that this policy has the general support of the members of this Hopse. As 
the Honourable Mr. Sen stated, the main plank of this policy is the adoption of an 
all-India programme. Sir, we do not wish to depart from it, although we know that 
there will be times when we shall be up against difficulties and against powerful 
interests. 

A reference was made in this House to the direction which we were obliged to 
issue to the Sind Government only a few days ago. Sir, I had to do this in keeping 
with my policy, although as I need hardly assure the House I have no intention of 
riding rough-shod over the Ministries in the Provinces. The Sind Government who 
had controlled prices very well indeed during the lafet year and who strongly supported 
the statutory control of prices and rationing suddenly decided or were about to decide 
the abandonment of that policy. 1 had no choice left but to give them direction under 
section 126A that they shall not do that. 

Thr Honourable Mr. HOSSAIN IMAM : What was the specific direction that 
the Honourable Member gave ? 

The Honourable Sir JWALA PRASAD SRIVASTAYA : That they shall 
not abandon the control price. I said to them — 

“ Tho Government of India are informed Sind Government have under consideration pro- 
posal to discontinue price control of foodgrains or alternatively to raise maximum prices for 
toodgrains fixed by the Sind Government under the Defence of India Rules. Having regard 
to the decision announced by the Government of India that statutory price control should be 
progressively instituted for all mhjor foodgrains in all provinces and that no alteration in exist - 
mg levels of control prices should be made without the approval of the Central Government and 
since the action contemplated by the Sind Government would seriously prejudice the steps 
which are being taken by ihe Central Government to implement their decision, the Government 
of India direct the Sind Government under section 126A of the Government of India Act that 
they shall not amend or cancel the orders of the Sind Government now in force fixing the maxi- 
mum price of foodgrains in Sind without the previous approval of the Central Government.” 

That was the direction issued to the Sind Government by wire four days ago. 

The Honourable Mr. HOSSAIN IMAM : Was this done on ruihours or on any 
specific information ? 

The Honourable Sir JWALA PRASAD SRIVASTAYA : We had definite 
information and I had the benefit of a talk with the Premier of Sind who happened to 
be here. Sir, that is only one instance. I know the Sind Government have resented 
this. But, Sir, we had no choice. 

The Honourable Mr. HOSSAIN IMAM : Has the Honourable Member don© 
anything in any other Province of this nature ? 

The Honourable Sir JWALA PRASAD SRIVASTAYA : No other Province 
has threatened us in thitf way so far. But if any province behaves like that, the same 
will be done against that Province. 

The Honourable Mr. HOSSAIN IMAM : JJvory alteration in price will be 
done with your consent ? 

The Honourable Sir JWALA PRASAD SRIVASTAYA : Yes, that is the 
order. 

Now, Sir, a point was raised in the Assembly that although we had talked a lot 
about this all-Inffia policy we shcdl ftot be able to implement it. I have quoted this 
instance to show that we mean business. 

Sir, I said a minute ago that I am most anxious to have the association of the 
public with the work of the Food Department. I do not know whether my frienda 
here have any doubts on the point. I have already given, I think, ample evidence of 
my desire to have the assistance of everybody in the very difficult work which I have 
undertaken 

The Honourable Rai Bahadur LALA BAM SABAN DAS : Including 
Mahatma Gandhi ? 

The Honourable Sir JWALA PRASAD SRIVASTAYA : Yes, most welcom© 
if he comes along, Sir. 
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With this object iu view, Sir, I have already toured severkl parts of the country 
where I have made it my* business to meet every section of the people. I departed 
firom the established practice of meeting onjy the Government supporters ; I met 
their opponents also in Calcutta. I met the Chambers of Commerce. I have met 
all those who are doing relief work and 1 wish to inform the House that within a very 
few days I am going again to Bengal, Orissa and then a little later probably to Madras, 
Travancore, Cochin and other parts where there is distress. Apart from my personal 
intercourse with these people, I have not lost time in setting up a Standing Committee 
of the Legislature, of both the Houses of the Legislature. I have agreed that there 
shall be 16 members on this Committee, 10 from the Lower House and 6 from this 
House, and I hope that those who have been elected to this Committee will soon find 
that the Committee is doing really useful work 

The Honoitbablb Mr. G. '8- MOTILAL : May I know at what interval this 
Committee is intended to meet ? 

The Honourable Sir JWALA PRASAD SRI VAST AVA : I cannot give an 
answer to that straightaway. I was going to say that thcv Committee will meet as 
often as it may be neces^ary. 

Sir, besides this Standing Committee of the Legislature I propose setting up in a 
very short time— proposals are in fact under urgent examination — a larger Advisory 
Council to be associated with the work of my Department. On this Advisory Council 
I hope there will be representatives of all shades of public opinion who do not find a 
place in the Legislature and aLso expert members drawn from the producers, trade 
and other interests. Sir, I look to this Committee to give us much needed advice 
and guidance in our work. 

Sir, I hope that my colleagues of this House will extend to me tneir fullest 
support. Mr. Sen, Sir, will deal with most of the points which have been raised in the 
course of the debate. I have discussed them with liim and so he will be speaking with 
my authority. However, Sir, I wish to deal with two or threh important points 
myself. 

The first is the question of the procurement of the aman crop in Bengal. This is 
a very important matter and has been under discussion for some time. I was 
pressed in the Assembly to make an announcement about the decision 
of the Government on it but I could not do it because no decision had been 
reached up till then. I am now in a position to make a statement. We have 
been in the closest consultation with the Government of Bengal on their Aman 
Crop Procurement Scheme and as a result of the discussions which have taken place 
we have now decided as follows. Although there is a prospect of a very large crop it 
may be that the fear for the future will operate to infiuence cultivators to stick to 
their stocks and not to bring them freely to the market. We consider, Sir, therefore 
that one of our primary objects in dealing with this matter should be to re-establish 
confidence in the countryside and no undue demand is goihg to be made on the culti- 
vators’ own supplies. To this end. Sir, we propose to reduce to the miiiimum the 
amount which the Government Procurement Agency will be forced to procure in the 
early stages of the season at all events, and for that reason we propose to continue the 
importation of foodgrains in Bengal in quantities equivalent to the requirements of 
Calcutta. Supplies to the deficit districts will be met by linking these districts to 
specified surplus districts and licensing traders in the deficit districts for the purpose 
of procurement of specified quotas from the surplus districts. We shall use the agency 
of trade for procurement from a surplus district for the use of a deficit district which 
will be linked to the surplus district. It will, therefore, remain for the Government 
Procuring Agency to procure only the requirements of essential services outside 
Calcutta or in rationed areas outside Calcutta and a certain quantity for provincial 
reserves to meet emergent demands. The Government procurement organisation 
will in effect exert no pressure at all on the market. The main danger to the success 
of such a scheme is speculative buying. This is proposed to be controlled by a 
rigorous enforcement of the Foodgrains Control Order and the control of movement. 
The Government of Bengal intend to encourage the cultivator to bring his surplus 
to the market by propaganda, and every endeavour will also be made to make avail- 
able in the^ rural areas a greater supply of consumer goods. Sir, in other words we 
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are isolating Calcutta from the rest of Bengal and the Centre will try and feed Calcutta. 
That ought to be. Sir, to my way of tljinking a great help and if our expectations 
materialise next year there should be no scarcity in the rural areas of Bengal and 
prices ought to come down appreciably. In fact, since rumours about this scheme 
have got about prices have already shown a decline and I am informed that rice is 
now available at a reasonable price, say, Rs. 16, and it is coming down every day. 

I earnestly hope, Sir, that the good sense and public spirit of the trade and of the 
people of Bengal will come to the aid of Government in ensuring the succciSvSful 
distri bution of a bountiful crop and in assisting them to work this scheme successfully. 

The Honourable Mr. HOSSAIN IMAM : What is the price which the Honour- 
able Member has fixed for procurement of rice in Bengal ? 

The Honourable Sir JWALA PRASAD SRIVASTAVA : Well, Sir, the Bengal 
Government have just now announced Rs. 15, but we have hopes of a lower 
price yet. We do not want to bring it down with a jump. 

The Honourable Mr. KUMARSANKAR RAY CHAUDHURY : What 
about the industrial areas around Calcutta ? 

The Honourable Sir JWALA PRASAD SRIVASTAVA : They will be fed by 
us, by the Centro. Greater Calcutta will be fed by the Centre ; that means 4 million 
of people. 

I have got the prices which have been fixed for the different districts and if you 
want them I could show them to you afterwards. 

Sir, this is a very important decision and 1 can only hope that wo shall see it 
working successfully. 

Sir, the Honourable Mr. Kunzru has referred to the state of affairs in Orissa and 
parts of Bengal. Mr. Sen will deal with this matter in detail but I wish to assure him 
that we are fully cognizant of the needs of Orissa. I have been in very close touch 
with Orissa and I am going there shortly myself. 

Then, Sir, the Honourable Dr. Kunzru has referred to the need for some scheme 
for rehabilitation. I (uitirely agree with him. He has quite rightly drawn our atten- 
tion ^ this problem and the necessity for Government to prepare their plans witliout 
delay, I am taking it up in consultation with the Provincial Governments couoorn- 
ed. In my view, the cardinal points may be summarised as follows. We must pre- 
pare to assist these people, in case of necessity, with loans or gratuitous help in secur- 
ing cattle, utensils, clothing and the implements for their livelihood. It may also 
prove necessary to undertake legislation to secure the return to the original owners 
of lands sold during the period of distress. On payment of the price at which the 
lands had been sold. 

The Honourable Mr. HOSSAIN IMAM : Very good. 

The Honourable Pandit HIRDAY NATH KUNZRU : Am 1 to understand 
that the Government will advance loans to all the petty cultivators who have sold 
their land, in order to enable them to get it back ? 

The Honourable Sir JWALA PRASAD SRIVASTAVA : These are my ideas. 
I am working on these lines, and I cannot commit Government to anything at this 
stage. 

The Honourable Mr. V. V. KALTKAR (Central Provinces : General): That 
means, these are the Honourable Member’s personal ideas, and not the ideas of the 
Government ? 

The Honourable Sir JWALA PRASAD SRIVASTAVA : I started by saying 
that “ in my view the cardinal points may be summarised as follows 

As I said, it may be desirable to under,take legislation to secure the return to the 
original owners of lands sold during the period of distress on payment of the price 
at which the land had been sold, the price being distributed over a number of years to 
suit the paying capacity of the individual concerned. These are matters in which 
the provinces may be expected to take the initiative. But I shall not fail either to 
stimulate or to support them in their endeavours by every means in my power. 

The question of medical aid and the remedying of malnutrition are already the 
active concern of my Honourable colleague sitting on my right, the Member for Educa- 
tion, Health and Lands, and I know that he is doing his best in the matter. He 
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deputed the Director-General, Indian Medical Service, to Bengal, and the report 
made by this oflScer is under his urgent consideration. 

Sir, a point was made by the Honourable Mr. Parker regarding the introduction 
of rationing in Delhi. I entirely agree with Mm, and that suggestion is in keeping 
with ihy pblicy of introducing urban rationing in all the cities of the country. It is 
essential, in my view, that an example should be set by Delhi as the capital of India — 

The Honoubable Mb. HOSSAEN IMAM : And Ajmer. 

The Honoubable Sib JWALA PRASAD SRIVASTAVA : We have already 
taken up the question of rationing Delhi, and our Rationing Adviser has been in con- 
sultation with the Delhi Administration. It is our intention to introduce rationing 
on a full scale iii'this city from the Viceroy downwards just as soon as the scheme can 
be prepared and put into execution. 

Sir, there is another matter on which I might say just a word or two, and that is 
on the question of supply of copies of the report of the Gregory Committee to Honour- 
able Members. T admit that there was some delay, but this was duo to the fact that in 
these days of scarcity of paper and printing delays the report could not be laid earlier. 
We have lost no time in getting on with the n^commendations of the Gregory Com- 
mittee, and as soon as ever vv(^ could we had the report printed, and what I ' decided 
about it was that any Honourable Member who may be intereettvl in the report should 
be supplied with a copy. We had only a limited number of copies printed on account 
of paper economy. That is the reason why one or two Meml)ers of this House had 
reason to complain against not having secured the report. 

The Honoubable Mb. G. S. MOTILAL : Did any shipments of paper arrive 
during the last two weeks ? 

The Honoubable Sib JWALA PRASAD SRIVASTAVA : I said, economy 
of paper. On account of economy of paper, we have very strict orders about the 
printing of copies. As the Honourable Member will see, we are using chits here. This 
has never been done before. 

The Honoubable Mr. HOSSAIN IMAM : But the Assembly is not having 
economy. 

The Honourable Sir JWALA PRASx4lD SRIVASTAVA : Sir, another matter 
about which 1 would like to say a word is the purchases for the Defence services. 
I am sorry that a number of exaggerated statements are still being made in regard to 
this. As I hav(^ stated more than once, the requirement of foodgrains for all the 
Defence services amounts to not more than 700,000 tons. This quantity is a mere 
fleabite when we consider the normal production of foodgrains in the country, which 
is 52 million tons. 1 do not think that the present scarcity can really bo due to these 
purchases for the Defence services. It is true that it is a contributory cause, but to 
say that the entire trouble is due to the purchases made by th(^ Government for the 
Army is, to say the least, an exaggeration. 

Sir, so far as the situation in Bengal is concerned, I know that it is still bad. 
1 do not wish to offer any explanations on behalf of this Government or of the Bengal 
Government. Mistakes^ maj^ have been made in the past ; probably they have been 
made. But, Sir, all thaJt I wish to say now is that wc seem to be on the right keel 
now. Since July last we have pumped into Bengal no less than 300,000 tons of food- 
grains, and we hope to send another 120,000 or 150,000 tons before the year is out. 
On top of it we are expecting substantial imports. So that, so far as supply.of food- 
grains goes, I think Bengal is now very nearly out of the woods. 

The Honourable Mr. V. V. KALIKAR : May I interrupt the Honourable 
Member ? You have sent foodgrains to Bengal. Have you ensured that those 
foodgrains have been equitably distributed ? 

The Honourable Sir JWALA PRASAD SRIVASTAVA : That is very 
difficult question for me to answer. As my Honourable friend knows, that is the 

^ ^ business of the Provincial Government. I could not undertake the 

distribution from the Centre. But I am very glad to be able to 
inform the House that the assistance which we have received from the military has 
greatly improved the distribution arrangements and things now are definitely looking 
up. I think food is reaching now every nook and corner of the Province. Sir, the House 
will thus see that what we have been able to do during the last 3 or 4 months haa 
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not been, as has been described by some people, nothing. Just imagine what would 
have been the position of Bengal if all ttfese supplies of grain had not reached Bengal^ 
because, in August Calcutta was reported to have not more than a few days* supply. 

The Honourable Pandit HIRDAY NATH KUNZRU : How much is being 
moved out of Calcutta daily ? 

ffHE Honourable Sir JWALA PRASAD SRIVASTAVA : 3,000 tons a day 
now. The despatch arrangements have been much improved and we are now moving 
out Iquite substantial quantities both by rail and by river and by military lorries. 

The Honourable Pandit HIRDAY NATH KUNZRU : I hope that the 
Government realise that a much larger quantity must be despatched to the districts 
before the position there can improve appreciably. 

The Honourable Sir JWALA PRASAD SRIVASTAVA : Yes, Sir, I have 
realised that, and I have been clamouring for it and to see that the distribution 
arrangements arc all right, that everything is proceeding on the right lines, personally 
I am going to Bengal in a few days. 

Sir, as I have said in the other House, we have given every kind of assistance 
the Bengal Government. We have not denied them any assistance. But the salva- 
tion of Bengal lies in that Government putting its own house in order, its own 
purchase arrangements and distribution arrangements, and in its efforts in this direc* 
tion the Bengal Government will receive every possible assistance from the Centre. 

Sir, I have only now to say one word about the amendments which have been 
moved to Mr. Sen’s motion ; these relate to the question of the demand for an inquiry. 

I would like. Sir, to make my position once more perfe^ctly clear. I fully recognise 
the depth and sincerity of the feelings which have given rise to this demand. I ant 
prepared to accept, Sir, that an inquiry, and an inquiry of a full and authoritative 
character, may be desirable. But 1 must make it perfectly clear that I am opposed,, 
irrevocably opposed, if you like, Sir, — to any inquiry at the present time or in the 
immediate future for several reasons. I doubt indeed whether it would be practicable 
to constitute at the present time a Committee or Commission of Enquiry of adequate 
weight and status to deal with a question of this importance without calling away 
from urgent duties men who can ill be spared. Even if that consideration be not 
correct, the mere statement that an inquiry is about to be held and, even more so,, 
the bolding of that inquiry cannot fail to distract the Ministers and other officers from 
their present duties and engage time and energies which ought to be, and must be,, 
for some time to come, directed solely towards the relief of famine conditions, the 
rehabilitation of the people and the effective administration of food control. I fear 
also, Sir, that the present time would increase bitterness of feeling. We have had 
exhibitions of it in this House. I do not know whether an inquiry like this would 
really result in anything useful if we are to tcalk, as we did, in regard to the sins of 
commission and omission of the two Ministries which have functioned in Bengal 
during this year. * 

The Honourable the PRESIDENT: In other words, you do not want to 
divert the attention of these men who are doing useful work in the districts. 

The Honourable Sir JWALA PRASAD SRIVASTAVA: I feel also, Sir 
that an inquiry would militate against that concentration in common effort which is 
so essential to the solution of the food problem. We are, Sir, still in the middle of 
the battle and w^e cannot tell what its dUtcome will be. Our position is not that there 
cannot and must not be an inquiry. Far from it, Sir. But while we are still in the midst 
of the emergency and the crisis is upon us and is still continuing, it is clearly not 
possible to determine when is the most appropriate or the earliest practicable time for 
an inquiry to begin. We cannot decide to what exact points that inquiry must be 
dire(\ted, nor in consequence can it be said what form the inquiry should take or who 
should conduct it. These points cannot be decided now. We do not know when 
the most critical stage of our struggle will end, nor what will be the result. The 
amendments before the House, Sir, indicate indeed that there exists considerable 
difference of opinion as to the form and nature of the inquiry which is desired. They 
have advocat^ more than one type of inquir}^ including that of a Royal Commission^ 
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As to the proposals for a Royal Commission, I cannot say what will be the views 
of His Majesty’s Government on that recommendation. So far as the Government 
of India are concerned, we are convinced tl^t no form of inquiry would be appropriate * 
to the end in view unless it were so constituted and conducted as to be above and out- 
side politics, constructive in its approach to the problem, and directed to securing 
administrative improvements and practical measures to prevent a recurrence of 
famine and to minimise its effects. I regret therefore that I cannot accept any 
proposal which demands that an enquiry be held now. • 

The Honourable the PRESIDENT : Could you not come to an agreed reso- , 

‘ lution on the subject ? 

The Honourable Sir JWALA PRASAD SRIVASTAVA : I regret that I 
cannot accept any proposal which demands that an enquiry be held now and Govern- 
ment will therefore-vote against the amendments which would have that effect. I am 
however, prepared to accept the amendment whii^h stands in the names of the Honout- 
able Mr. Parker and the Honourable Mr. Burder. 1 hope, Sir, that I have made my 
position clear. The time has not come when it is in the larger interests of the country 
to commence an enquiry. The time has not come when either its constitution or its 
terms of reference can properly be determined. I trust, Sir, that on this assurance of 
mine the House will see fit to withdraw the other two amendments. Sir, I have • 
nothing more to say. 

The Honourable Mr. KUMARSANKAR RAY CHAUDHURY : I want to 
know whether the Government is formally declaring famine in the affected areas and 
applying the Famine Code in those areas. 

The Honourable Sir JWALA PRASAD SRIVASTAVA : That point will be 
answered by Mr. Sen when he is speaking. 

The Honourable Mr. G. S. MOTILAL : Will it not be a matter for the Pro- 
vincial Government ? 

The Honourable Sir JWALA PRASAD SRIVASTAVA : Mr. Sen will deal 
with this point. He has been Revenue Secretary there. 

The Honourable the PRESIDENT (to the Honourable Mr. B. R. Sen) : You' 
will please confine yourself to other points, because almost all important points which^ 
have been raised in the debate during the last three days have been disposed of by the<" 
Honourable the Food Member. 

The Honourable Mr. B. R. SEN (Nominated Official) : Sir, We have now 
had nearly 3 days’ debate on my motion on the Food situation and thanks to your 
intervention every side of the House has had the fullest opportunity to express its 
views. In the course of the debate many controversial issues have been raised. Sir, 

I do not wish to tdke up any of these controversial points. For, I do not think that , 
any reply that I can give will end those controversies nor that these controversies 
are of any practical use in the solution of the present food problem in the country. 

I propose, ffist of all, to deal with some of the points raised by the Honourable 
Mr. Kunzru fei a speech which in dignity of language and sobriety of treatment may 
weH serve as a model to many of us, particularly to some Honourable Members 
sitting behind him. 

The Honourable Mr. Kunzru has alleged that the Government of India have not 
shown sufficient sympathy to Travancore/Cochin. I shall deal with this point 
first. 

The deficit declared by Travancore/Copchin was 517,000 tons of foodgrains for 
the whole year. Under the Original Basic Plan the quota we allotted to Travancore/ 
Cochin amounted to 473,000 tons. Only 143,000 tons were received by Travancore/ 
Cochin up to 15th July. Under the !^vised Basje Plan which was based on surplus 
voluntarily declared by the surplus provinces, we could allot a quota of only 79,000 
tons, subsequently raised to 116,000 tons. Despatches upto the end of October 
under the Plan amounted to 46,000 tons. This means that from the end of December 
till the end of October, Travancore/Cochin received in all 190,000 tons. This was 
of course far short of their requirements. 

Under the preliminary* JTAan/ Plan for 1943-44, Travancore/Cochin have been 
allotted a quota of 133,000 tons against 120,000 to Bombay and 137,000 to Bengal.. 
It has already been possible to step up this quota to 166,000 tons. " In addition to ^ 
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the above allotments, there will also bo the next rabi allotment of wheat to Travan- 
core/Cochin and almost certainly some feirther allotment of wheat from imports 
expected next year. It is not possible to give a definite indication of quantities at 
present but 50,000 tons of wheat for the next year would not be an over-estimafte. 
To all these amounts must be added a part of the difference between the revised 
Basic; Plan figures and the actual despatches upto the end of October. A total 
quantifjy of 25,000 to 30,000 tons of foodgrains on this account should move by the 
end of March next. Thus there is every prospe(;t of Travanoore/Cochin getting 
246,000 tons of foodgrains in the next crop season not taking into account any im- 
provements on the Kharif quotas that may take ])]ace. 

From what I have said it will, I hope, bo clear that while our supplies to Travah- 
€ore/Cochin this year did fall far short of their requirements, the failure was not due to 
any lack of sympathy or effort on our part. I have already explained in my opening 
remarks how the Original Basic Plan based on the principle that the annual require- 
ments of each foodgrain of a Province should not exceed the lowest figure during the 
thr(;e years immediately preceding the War failed on the opposition of the surplus 
provinces. Government have mow accepted the formula of the Gregory Committee 
which is that the normal consumption requirements of a Province should be taken as 
the av(*rage of the estimat(;d harvests of all the foodgrains over a five-year period 
ending 31st March, 1942 plmlrninuM the average; imports/exports of the same period. 
Wo propose to proceed in two stages : First to devise a plan of distribution as be- 
tween the different deficit areas, in the light of the declared surpluses of provinces and 
States for immediate operation from the beginning of the relevant crop year. This 
preliminary plan would be circulated to the provinces, and movements could begin 
in accordance with the allocations. We will then pass to the second stage using the 
formula proposed by the Committee for calculating the target deficits and surpluses 
of the provinces and States to serve as the basis of discussions between the Centre 
and provinces or »States concerned. In applying the formula regard will be had to 
all the relevant facts such as actual crop conditions, harvesting periods, abnormal 
increases in population, and statistics of past imports and exj)orts. The first edition 
of the plan has been given effect to from the 1st November. The information on 
which to check the first stage in the light of thc! formula and other refiwant factors 
will begin to 1)0 available in January. The revised ov final edition of the plan would 
be issued in Aoril and begin to be operative from the beginning of May. It is hoped 
that this procedure will help to place planiuM snp[)lies from surplus to deficit areas 
like Tra van coie /Cochin on a much less uncer tain and precarious basis than in the 
past. 

'The iu;xt point to which the Honourable Pandit Kunzru referred was the case 
of Orissa. 

The allegation has been made that to meet the needs of Bengal, the interests of 
the people of certain districts of Orissa affected by cyclone flood have been sacrificed. 
Three districts are mainly concerned, Balasorc, Ganjam and Puri. 1 shall give the 
present position with regard to these districts as far as known to us. 

Ill Balasore district the preponderating element among those attending the Free 
Kitchens has be<;n refugei^s from the Midnaporo district and Santhals from Mayur- 
bhanj and other border States. The proportion of the local people has been com- 
paratively small. Mortality has been high particularly among the Midnapore re- 
fugees. Steps have lately been taken im improve medical attention and sanitary 
and public health arrangements at these kitchens, and also for providing where possi- 
ble shelter and clothing for those destitutes who have left their homos. With the 
•opening of new Relief Kitchens in the Contai Sub-division across the Balasore 
border, ttie number of Midnapore refugees has shown an appreciable decline. It is 
hoped that Relief Kitchens will not be necessary after the middle of December. The 
most hopeful aspect of the local situation is the bumper a man crop, the harvesting 
of which has already commenced. In the flood and cyclone afifected area of the 
district. Government are still feeding about 40,000 ^people. 

The area is now drying up and those who are not employed in the harvesting 
operations will be employed on relief work. The fact that there has been no migra- 
tion of the rural'5)opulation out of these areas supports the claim made by the Orissa 
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€rOvernment that in terms of the distinct situation they have kept the situation, wll • 
under control. 

The causes of distress in the Ganjam^iistrict are much wider than the damage 
caused by last j^ear’s cyclone. This is a district from which normally there used to be 
a large exodus of seasonal labour to Burma. Apart from ilio employiiient thus 
available, remittances from Burma were estimated to bring into Ganjam b 0 t\voen 
Rs. 20 and Rs. 25 lakhs a year. All this has been lost. On the other hand about 
40,000 Burma evacuees have returned to the villages. The small port of Gnpalpur 
more or less subsisted on the weekly Burma sliipping service. Its absence has thrown 
many out of employment. Neighbouring villages lived 04 the carting traffic for the 
Port which again has gone.' The fishing villages bordering on the Chilka Lake are 
in a bad state as they are unable to get a price for their fish proportionate to the high 
price of rice. Good work is being done hy officials and non-officials alike and no 
one throughout the area who needs a meal need go without it. 

^HE Honourable Pandit HIRBAY NATH KUNZRU : Has the Honourable 
Member himself seen a single free kitchen in Ganjam that he is making this state- 
ment ? 

The Honourable Mr. B. R. SEN : We have a certificate from no less a per 
son than the Honourable Pandit Kunzru that the Government kitchen at Chluitrapur 
is the best he had seen anywhcr(\ 

The Honourable Pandit HIRDAY NATH KUNZRU : The Honourable 
Member has omitted to refer to any of the other free kitchcjis which I saw. 

The Honourable Mr. B. il. SEN : In any case, we have got a certificate from 
him about one of the kitchens that we have in tliat district. 

Here again, as in Balasore, stocks have been maintained by bringing in supplies 
from Koraput and Sambalpur districts. The crop in Ganjam is at least a month 
later than in Balasore. It is not anticipated that the kitchens will be needed after 
the end of December. 

In Puri there have been a few deaths attributed to starvation but the district 
position is well secure. 

Sir, the helj) that Orissa has rendered to Bengal in her distress has been made 
the subject of controversy both in Orissa and outside. May I remind the House 
that when Free Trade was introduced in the north eastern zone, the province which 
resisted it most was Orissa ? The Orissa Government requisitioned all stocics pur- 
chased by Bengal traders and froze all stocks which were readily available in the 
market. 

Sir, it is the same Administration that has now agreed to rtilease all the frozen 
or requisitioned stocks or to supply an equivalent quantity to meet the acute dis 
tress in Bengal. When we are trying to persuade the Provinces to impose on them- 
selves an equality of sacrifice on an all India, basis and to part with what each can 
spare in the best interests of the country as a whole, is this action of the Orissa Gov- 
ernment instead of being held up as an example for all India to follow to be made 
the subject matter of political controversy ? 

The Honourable Pandit HIRDAY NATH KUNZRU : May I clear up a 
point as the matter is otherwise likely to create a serious misunderstanding ? I did 
not object to any help being given to Bengal. Indeed, I myself have asked the 
Government as insistently as I could to giVe Bengal the utmost help it could. Our 
complaint against Orissa, therefore, is not that it helped Bengal but that the needs 
of its own people wore not properly looked after. 

The Honourable Mr. B. R. SEN : Sir, wha^ I have just stated is in contra- 
diction to what my Honourable friend, Pandit Kunzru, alleges. We think that the 
Orissa Government made sure of their stock position before they exported rice to 
Bengal. 

The Honourable Pandit Kunzru also referred to the question of rehabilitation, 
which has been dealt with by the Honourable the Food Member and I shall not refer 
to it except that I found this morning the Honourable Mr. Motilal stating that the 
Government of Bengal did not know where these destitutes in Calcutta came from. 
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' Of course, the Gk)vernment of Bengal know that these destitutes came from the sur- 
rounding districts. < 

One of the points on which there appeared to be the greatest misconception 
among the Honourable Members of the House — and for that matter outside — ^is the 
’ extent of purchases of foodstuffs for the Defence Services in India and its effect on 
the food situation of the country. More than one speaker committed themselves 
to the Statement that the present shortage of essential foodstuffs in Bengal was due 
: to the purchases made for the Defence Services, that purchases for the Army are 
! made at recklessly high prices and that the Reserves of the Defence Services are 
considerable I should Uke to state the facts. 

The requirements of the Defence Services fall broadly into three parts : (i) Food- 
' grains, (u) perishable articles, like vegetables, eggs, fish, poultry, etc. (iii) processed 
and tinned foodstuffs like dehydrated meat and vegetables, canned fruits, etc. 

So far as foodgrains are concerned, the total requirements of the Defence Services 
now amount to 650,000 tons a year, of which wheat constitutes 500,000 tons and 
rice 150,000 tons. In other words the requirements of the Defence Services amount 
' to only 1 • 2 per cent, of the total production of foodgrains in India. It is, however, 
to be noticed that this 1 * 2 per cent, does not represent a net addition to the demand 
• on Indian resources. The Indian soldier would oat even if he remained in the village 
though as a soldier he may eat a little more. Again it will be seen that the demand 
of the Defence Services falls primarily on the surplus wheat producing areas and not 
upon rice producing areas. All purchases of foodgrains except those which have 
.to be made under circumstances so jiressing as not to permit of indents — the quanti- 
ities so purchased are extremely small — are mode by the Food Department of the 
' Government of India. The purchases are made by the Provincial Government 
Procurement agencies as in the case of purchases for civil requirements. In the 
master of prices no distinction is made between civil and military requirements, i,e. 
the same ceiling prices apply to both. As in the case of purchases for deficit areas, 
purchases for the Defence Services are made in surplus areas only. 

On the allegation of maintenance of huge reserves for the Defence Services, 

I can do no better than quote the observations of the Gregory Committee : 

“We are not prepared, for security reasons, to state what are the present day, the 
. authorised reserve is, but we are satisfied of two things; (i) the authorised number of days 
reserve is below the dgure of six months and therefore, still more below the figure of nine 
( months which have been mooted in public discussions, and {it) the actual reserves have for 
some time been below the authorised reserves.” 

The allegation that large scale purchases of rice has been made in Bengal for the 
Defence Services had been categorically denied by us. In fact no rice has been 
purchased for the Defence Services in Bengal this year. 

As regards perishable articles, it is true that local purchases for the Defence 
Services have had the effect of considerably reducing the supplies available for the 
civilian population. To meet this problem a scheme has been launched on a 
considerable scale to sot up dehydrating factories in suitable areas and to 
take up cultivation of vegetables to meet the capacity of these factories. 
The major part of the dried vegetables will be produced in the U. P. in 
-two Government dehydrating factories and several private contractors’ factories. 
Arrangements were made earlier this year under which the U. P. 
Government are growing 17,587 tons df fresh vegetables for supply to these 
factories. Under this scheme the growers in the U. P. are assured of a fixed price 
and will also receive bonuses if the market price greatly exceeds the fixed price. 
The Food Department have also agreed to bear 50 per cent, of actual expenditure 
which is estimated to be Rs. 2*75 lakhs, involved on staff and organization required 
for the scheme. It is obvious that to the extent dehydrated vegetables replace fresh 
vegetables, the pressure on civilian requirements will be reduced. 

As to processed foodstuffs, the policy of the Food Department is to import as 
much of the Defence Services* demands for processed foodstuffs as can bo obtained 
from overseas. This applies to all tinned and bottled provisions. Only those 
; items peculiar to India, and which cannot be better supplied from overseas, will be 
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supplied from indigenous sources. In the case of eggs, Food Department have made 
^enquiries from Secretary of State as to the availability of egg powder from overseas. 
.Arrangements are also being made to increase imports of dehydrated meat for the 
British troops so as to relieve pressure on the local supplies. Sir, in the course of 
debate severe criticisms have been made about the lack of proper statistics. It 
must* be admitted, Sir, that the present position regarding agricultural statistics in 
Ihdia is most unsatisfactory particularly in the permanently settled areas like Bengal, 
where Government do riot maintain any revenue staff of their oivn. As the Gregory 
Committee have stated, an improvement in the preparation of agricultural statistics 
is not only desirable but essential for the formulation of a successful food policy in 
India. This is a matter which is now under the active consideration of the Educa- 
:tion, Health and Lands Department. ^ 

As to vital statistics, the figure of deaths from starvation or disease combined 
with starvation given by the Honourable the Food Member at 58,000 in the Lower 
House has been severely commented upon by several speakers. May I say, Sir, 
that the Honourable the Food Member in giving this figure clearly stated that the 
figure had been supplied by the Government of Bengal from the very rough estimates 
of District Officers and the Honourable Member held no brief for the accuracy of 
these figures ? The Government of India are entirely in agreement with the Honour- 
able Members that the position is most unsatisfactory and an improvement in the 
matter should be attempted by the Local Government. 

In this connection T would like to refer to the remarks made by the Honourable 
"Sir Gopalaswami Ayyangar. Ho said that the technique for dealing with famine in 
India had be'en so perfected by successive Famine Commissions that if the regula- 
tions embodied in the Famine Code had been energetically applied, tl:e famine in 
Bengal could have been kept under control. He referred to his own experience as a 
Famine Commissioner iri Madras when throughout tlio operations not a single life 
was lost. May I, Sir, on my experience as a Famine Commissioner who had to take 
charge of operations to meet the first shock of famine in Bengal after the devastating 
•cyclone towards the end of last year, say that the famine in Bengal this year is so 
^fundamentally different in character from any famine anywhere any time in British 
Jhistory in the past that the regulations in the Famine Code in es.sential respects bear 
no application ? 

Sir, as, I explained in my opening remarks the general panic and feeling of 
insecurity arising from causes connected with the War formed the basis of the pre- 
sent famine in Bengal. The crop in 1941 was a biimpc^r one. The crop in 1942 
promised to be average but within a few weeks of the harvest over a million tons of 
standing crops and quite a considerable quantity of the carry over from the previous 
year were destroyed by the cyclone and the fungus pest. This completely upset the 
economic equilibrium of province. Frantic ])urchase led to diminution of the market- 
able surplus, and the feeling that no supply was to come from Burma added to the 
panic. Within two months of the harvest which had yieldf3d enough to support 
the whole population of Bengal at least for ten months, rice disappeared from markets 
in many areas. At the same time, the Provinces which normally fed definite areas 
in Bengal had put up barriers and very little of the surplus expected from these areas 
were actually allowed to come into Bengal. Added to these, the Railway and River 
transport normally available to deal with a famine in Bengal were largely engaged 
in other urgent and important work. In the coastal districts, the internal transport, 
i.e. boats, motor vehicles, cycles etc. had largely disappeared in the areas devastated 
by the cyclone even bullock carts were not available as most of the cattle had been 
killed by the cyclone. How would my friend Sir Gopalaswami Ayyangar have run 
operations under the Famine Code over this vast area without supplies, without 
transport, with people in the grip of an unprecedented panic ? Sir, I makp these 
iremarks just to show how wide of the mark one can be in judging the recent happen* 
ings in Bengal by the normal standards of life and ponduct and the normal rules of 
administration. 

Sir, my Honourable friend Mr. Burder in the course of his speech expressed a 
desire that the Houfile should be supplied with a progress report of the work done by 
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the Department in implementation of the Food Policy Committee’s reoommenda* 
tions. I am in a position to give him some information on the progress that we have 
made. 

I have already placed before the House the decision of Government on the 
four main recommendations of the Foodgrains Policy Committee, viz . : — 

(a) The Basic PJan, 

(b) Procurement, 

(c) Statutory Price Control, and 

(d) Rationing. 

I shall now relate here the progress made in the implementation of these dfeoi- 
sions and the other recommendations of the Committee which have been accepted 
by Government, 

Basic Plan, — As I have stated in connection with supplies to Travancore/ 
Cochin, wo have already circulated the provisional ‘ Budget Estimate ’ Plan. This 
is composed of the rahi part of the revised basic plan, effective upto the end of March, 
and the new kharif plan which w as circulated to representatives at the last Food 
Conference, and to which they are already working. In a few days we shall be send- 
ing out a more firm statement of the provisional kharif plan, which is only waiting 
for a final decision on the amounts which are to be sent as a special supply to Bengal. 

Procurement, — We have been receiving and scrutinising procurement schemes 
prepared by various local governments. The most im])Ortant procurement scheme 
which we have beon'considoring during the past few weeks, and for which we sent one 
of our senior officers down to Calcutta, in , order that we should be closely associated 
with the discussions, is the Bengal Procurement iScheme to which the Honourable 
the Food Member has just referred. 

Statutory Price Control. — On the 5th October, wo had already addressed provin- 
cial governments with reference to the recommendation of the Committee, that, 
pending enforcement of statutory control of prices throughout India, provinces 
desiring enforcement of such control or ceiling prices may proceed, subject to approval 
of Central Government. Pending formulation of pricn^ policy by Central Govern- 
ment, and until further orders. Regional Food Commissioners would fulfil the func- 
tions of the Central Government and all price control proposals should bo examined 
or discussed on a regional basis in close consultation with Regional Food CJommis- 
sioners. After such consultation and before subsequent action, proposals should be 
telegraphed to us for our views. 

We followed this up Avith a letter to governments in Eastern Region, stating that 
wo considered it highly desirable that they should, in consultation with each other, 
arrange that the statutory maximum prices fixed for rice and paddy in thiur areas, 
should be in parity with each other by the middle of January, 1944, and we asked 
them to initiate discussions with each other and with the Regional Food Commis- 
sioner to that end. We have received certain proposals from the Regional Food 
Commissioner in this matter. 

Certain provincial governments had not oljsorved our instruction to refrain 
from price control measures which have not had our approval, and the issue of a 
formal direction on this subject is under consideration. A direction has already 
been issued to the Sind Government that they shall not alter in any way the^ 
existing price control oi ders in force in that province. The question of price control 
in the Punjab has been engaging our cl#se attention for some weeks past. The con- 
stitution pi a Price Advisory Panel is under consideration. 

Rationing. — I shall explain the progress in rationing a little later. 

In addition to the above, there are some 80 other recommendations of the 
Policy ^Committee, each one of which is under examination. Several of them con- 
cern other Departments and are being discussed with them. 

Among the recommendations of primary importance other than those referred 
to above, action, either complete or preliminary, in accordance with the Committee’s- 
recommendations, has already been taken, in respect of the following : — 

(1) Prohibition of exports, subject to certain very minor exceptions. 

(2) Arrangement with H. M. G. for imports. 
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(3) Central Foodgrains Reserve— Establishment of a Storage Depot at 

Karachi. • 

(4) Use of river and road transport for movement of foodgrains. This is 

• being done in Bengal. 

(5) Constitution of Expert Advisory Panel ; under discussion. 

(6) Foodgrains Control Order. Improvement in the form and administration 
of this Order has been under constant consideration. Further proposals 
have been received and are uud^r examination. 

It must be remembered that the Policy Committee’s recommoudations wore 
considered only in the middle of October. But progress is being made daily and we 
hope to report significant results at each successive session of the Legislature. 

As regards rationing, the Honourable the Food Member has already announced 
that we are going to introduce rationing in Delhi in the near future. So far as 
information is available witli us, rationing of some sort is already in operation in 
practically every province in India. 

In Bombay Presidency. — Rationing is already in i'orce in : Bombay City, 
Poona, Kirkee and it is shortly to be intrcxluced in Ahmedabad. 

Madras Presidency. — Rationing fs already in force in : Madras City, Malabar, 
Salem, Coimbatore, Saidapet, Vizagapatarn and is contemplated in the Nilgris, 
Cuddapah District and Timievelly. 

Bengal Presidency . — Rationing schemes are already in operatioji in : 

Dacca, Faridpur, Serajgiinj. 

In Calcutta and the surrounding industrial areas rationing will bo introduced in 
the very near future. 

Bihar. — ^It has been decided to introduce rationing as soon as possible in no 
less than 16 of the. main towns and industrial areas in Bihar. 

/Sind.— Arrangements are complete for the introduction of rationing in 
Karachi. 

U. P . — Rationing of up to 60 per cent, of the population of all larger towns 
in the U. P. is already in operation. It is intended that the schemes at present in 
force should be expanded to cover 100 per cent, of the urban population in the near 
future. 

Orissa. — Rationing is already in force in Cuttack and Sambalpur. 

Assam. — Certain articles not including rice are rationed in Shillong. 

G. P . — In Nagpur an incomplete rationing scheme is already in force. 

N. W. F. P . — Rationing is in force in Peshawar. 

Baluchistan. — Quetta-Pishin is a rationed area. 

Besides the above, the administered areas of Bangalore City and C. A; M. Station 
and Ajmer Her war a are rationed. 

Indian States. — ^The information available regarding rationing in the Indian 
States is also incomplete, but rationing ds in force in : 

Cochin, Travancore, Indore, Bhopal, Gwalior, Junagadh, Dewas Sr., Bajna, 
Cutch, Rajkot, Vithal-Gadh State. 

In Mysore rationing is to be introduced in both urban and rural areas. 

In the course of the debate this morning, one Honourable Member said that 
there was no necessity for rationing in surplus areas. Sir, the very object of rationing 
is to distribute the surplus equitably all over the area and if the Punjab has got a 
surplus it is all the more reason that they slioiyd be rationed so that the surplus there 
may increase and be made available for distribution in the deficit areas. 

The Honourable Mr. HOSSAIN IMAM : Where is the deficit area now ? 

The H 0 N 0 URABJ.B Mr. B. R. SEN : There is deficit in many provinces in India, 
as must be well known to the Honourable Member. * 

As regards the aman procurement, -the Honourable the Food Member has given 
the scheme in general outline. But the subject is so important that I am sure 
Honourable Members would like to know a little more of the details of the scheme. 
With your permission, Sir, I shall give some details. 

As the Honourable the Food Member lias just explained, at the very basis of 
the Aman Procurement Scheme that we have evolved for Bengal lies our anxiety for 
re-estabiishment of confidence in the country side. This we prbpose to do by reduc- 
ing the quantity for procurement by the Government Agency to the absolute 
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minimum in the following way: by takii^g Calcutta off the Bengal market by arranging 
to import into Bengal a quantity of foodgrains equivalent to the requirements of 
Calcutta for 13 months’ (including one month’s reserve) ; by allowing the noriual 
trade to function under strict control for normal internal trade within the district; 
and by linking a deficit district to a specified surplus district and licensing traders 
in a^deficit district to procure specific quotas from the surplus district. All that the 
Government Procurement Agency will have to handle will be the requirements of 
essential services and rationed areas outside Calcutta and a certain ijuantity for a 
Provincial Reserve ^to meet emergent demands. Consequently, the Government 
procurement organisation will exert no undue pressure on the market. 

A further* factor which will assist in lowering of prices generally' will be the 
limitation of competition in the market. This will be made effective by the ration- 
ing of urban and industrial areas ; the elimination of all large consumers, such as 
essential services and industries ; control over movement from the surplus to the 
deficit areas ; and control over purchases in a district for consumption within the 
district. 

A word of explanation is necessary in regard to control over purchases in a 
district for consumption within that district. 

It is proposed to lay down the principle that in the licenses issued to traders 
covering transactions within a district, the quantity which may be purchased and 
also the quantity which may be sold on private account should be specified. The 
latter quantity will be fixed with reference to the requirements of the area that a 
trader normally serves. If a trader is permitted to purchase under his license in 
excess of the amount he is permitted to sell on private account, that surplus must 
be held by him at the disposal of Government. This in effect will mean the rationing 
of the entire province and at the same time is expected to discourage speculative 
buying and hoarding by traders. 

The Price Control policy of Government of Bengal has already been announced, 
and it will be very rigidly enforced. 

As to the procuirement agency, it is proposed to appoint a limited number of 
firms of unquestioned standing and resources to operate under the direction of a 
Purchasing Board. The Board will consist of representatives of the Bengal Govern- 
ment, the trade including the Purchasing Agents and also consumers. Each agent 
will be allotted specific districts and in no district more than one agent will operate. 
Although the working of the organisation should extend throughout Bengal, it is 
proposed to lay down as a definite policy that no exports shall be allowed from the 
deficit districts. Purchases, if any, in a deficit district will be made in the surplus 
areas of that district for consumption within the district as a whole. 

One of the most difficult aspects of the situation is likely to be a disinclination 
on the part of the cultivator to bring his entire surplus to the market. Steps must 
be taken to see that the cultivators offer for sale any surpluses they may have over 
and above their own requirements. In this connection, the Bengal Government 
propose to carry out a widespread propaganda campaign and to use to the maxi- 
mum extent Co-operative Societies as agents for purchasing direct from cultivators. 

The greatest importance is being attached to the building up of an adequate 
organisation throughout the Province for effective enforcement of the Foodgrains 
C/ontrol Order which forms the basis of any successful scheme of control. In fact 
we propose to suggest to the Bengal Government that an officer of the standing of a 
Divisional Commissioner or a Deputy Inspector General of Police should be placed 
in charge of this work and should be made responsible for building up the organisa- 
tion. 

Si^, in my opening remarks I stated the seven cardinal points of the policy 
which Government have now evolved. These points will bear repetition. These 
are : — ♦ 

(1) Prohibition of Exports. 

(2) Procurement of Imports. 

(3) Extension of Urban rationing. 

(4) Rigid enforcement of the Foodgrains Control Order. 
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(5) ImpxoTenient of the procurement machinery. 

(6) Price control. ^ 

'(7) Association of informed public opinion with the working of the Food 
* Department. 

TThe foundation of the entire policy lies-in the assumption of responsibility by 
4ihe Centre to mobilise the food resources of India and in the discluirge of that res- 
ponsibility to exercise whatever degree of superintendence and control at ev^ry 
«tage as may be necessary or to invoke and use wliatever powers are essential to 
ensure success. 

Sir, the debates in this House have confirmed that we have the unanimous 
support of all sections of people in the country In this policy. Will the leaders of 
public opinion all over India join us in a common endeavour to make the working 
of this policy so far as they are concerned a success ? 

Sir, I need hardly say that the food problem in India is not one which will end 
with a good harvest in some parts of the areas which are now in the grip of a famine. 
It is a problem which is closely connected with the War and will continue not only 
during the War, but so long as the dislocation and destruction caused by it all over 
the world are not sufficiently repaired. 

The Honourable the PRESIDENT : Honourable Members, the Honourable 
the Food Member has very kindly relieved me of the disagreeable task of selecting 
or giving priority to the three amendments which have been jdaoed before this House 
for being parsed. I agree with the Honourable the Food Member that this is not an 
opportune, time to make an inquiry and I would therefore not d(3tain the Council 
much longer but would recommend to Honourable Members kimRy to accept the 
Honourable the Food Member’s suggestioji and agree to accept amendment No. 2 
which meets all the circumstances and difficulties at the present time. If that is 
done, you have the satisfaction tliat at least one particular amendment has been 
passed by this House. You will remember that in the other House all throe amend- 
ments of a similar kind had an unfortunate fate. I would like, therefore, to know 
from the Leaders of Parties what they propose to do. 

The Honourable Pandit HIRDAY NATH KUNZRU : So far as I have 
been able to find out, the opinion of the members of my Party is not in favour of 
the Honourable Mr. Parker’s amendment which will postpone the inquiry for 
several years. / 

The Honourable the PRESIDENT : No, no, not for several years. It does 
not say so. ' 

The Honourable Pandit HIRDAY NATH KUNZRU : It will come to that 
in practice. An inquiry will then be absolutely valueless. Whether a Royal Com- 
mission is appointed or whether a Committee is appointed by the Government of 
India, I do not think it will be of much Use a few years hence. 

The Honourable Sir JWALA PRASAD SRIVASTAVA : Suitable vdate is 
the word used. 

The Honourable Pandit HIRDAY NATH KUNZRU ; We all understand 
what * suitable date ’ means. It cannot be before the termination of the war. 

The Honourable the PRESIDENT: As worldly men all Honourable 
Members must realise that this would be a thoroughly unsuitable time to divert men 
who are doing very useful work in famine-stricken areas and bring them here for 
assisting Honourable Members to discharge their functions here. I strongly appeal 
to Honourable Members that the best alternative is to accept the amendment which 
is of an innocuous character or if you are unwilling the best thing is not to move 
any amendment. I am in your hands entirely. I shall carry out your suggestion 
in case you reach agreement. I give you this advice which I think is in the interests 
of the House. 

The Honourable Mr. M. N. DALAL : It is better if we do not move any 
.amendments; 

The Honourable the PRESIDENT : If you are dissatisfied with all amend- 
ments, do not move any amendment. 

The Honourable Pandit HIRDAY NATH KUNZRU : ‘ The Chair has placed 
^us in a very embarrassing position. We bad thought about the matter before an 
«»mendment was tabled on behalf of our Party by the Honourable Mr. Sapru. We 
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had to decide whether we would postpone the enquiry for some years or in spite of 
the inconveniences attendent on an immediate enquiry ask for the appointment of 
a committee now in order to go into the whole question. These were the quojrtions 
which were debated in the Assembly and we had therefore full time to think over the 
matter before making up our minds. In view of the fact that an enquiry a few years 
hence would be of absolutely no value, our support of Mr. Parker’s amendment will 
place us in an extremely awkward position. 1 do not question the motives of my 
Honourable friend Mr. Parker. In his own way he is as anxious as anybody else 
that stejjs should be taken to prevent a repetition of the mistakes that have unfor- 
tunately led to the ruin of hundreds, thousands and millions of lives in Bengal. 
Nevertheless considering the immediate purpose of the amendment, we eaiuiot but 
come to the conclusion that it will be of absolutely no avail. Not^rithstanding your 
appeal, Sir, to which I paid the most respectful attention, wo are unable to accede to 
your wishes. It is very painful to us to have to do so, but I lioi^c you will realise 
that the view which we taktj of our duty at this juncture that compels us to do so. 

The Honourable Mu. H0S8AIN IMAM : My Party also does not find it 
possible either to withdraw their amendment or support the amendment of 
Mr. Parker. 1 would only suggest that as mine is the most comprehensive amend- 
ment it might b(i put to the vote first. 

The Honourable the PRESIDENT : I understand that there is no agree- 
ment between the Parties. Under these circumstances the sane policy is to accept 
this amendment or you should make any altoation in it and come to an agreement. 

The Honourable Pandit HIRDAY NATH KUNZRU : We considered that 
matter. At any rate I personally talked over that matter w^itli Mr. Parker and the 
Honourable Mr. Dalai. But we were unfortunately unable to come to any agree- 
ment. I mention this, Sir, in order to assure you that we have ourselves explored 
all possible means of arriving at an agreed solution on the question before us. But 
in view of the fact that we on this side of the House want an immediate enquiry and 
Mr. Parker would have it some time later, there was no common ground on which 
we could meet. As regards our amendment, you appealed to us not to move it. 
But 1 would respectfully draw your attention to the fact that the amendment of our 
Party has already been moved by Mr. Sapru. 

The Honourable the PRESIDENT : I suggested withdrawal. 

The Honourable Pandit HIRDAY NATH KUNZRU ; If we withdraw the 
amendment it will mean that we have changed our opinion and we would be 
stultifying ourselves. Withdiawal would indicate that we had altered our opinion, 
voting against Mr. Parker’s amendment, and the other would indicate that we did 
not know our own mind. 

The Honourable the PRESIDENT : I understand that there is no agree- 
ment between the parties. Honourable Members, I would draw your attention 
to Standing Order 66 : 

“ When an amendinont to any Resolution is moved or when two or more such amendments 
are moved, the President shall, before taking the sense of the Codncil thereon, state or read 
to the Council tlie terms of the original motion and of the amendments proposed. 

(2) It shall be in the discretion of the President to put first to the vote either the original 
motion or any of the amendments which may have been brought forward.** 

I shall exercise my discretion and in view of the disagreement between tho 
Parties, I shall take Mr. Parker’s amendment first and place it before the House. 
If that is rejected, th(»n I shall put Mr. Saj)ru’s amendment, and lastly the third 
amendment. 

Mr. Parker’s amendment runs thus : — 

“ That to the motion the following be added, namely t — 

'And tliat this House is of opinion that at a suitable date an enquiry should take place to 
ezainine the whole question of the food shortage in India and in particular in Bengal. The- 
enquiry should be conducted by a suitable body of the type of a Royal Commission and its 
personnel should be completely outside the field* of Indian politics. Its terms of reference* 
(hould cover a full examination of the present food shortage and the making of recommenda^ 
tions jbo prevent the recurrence t)f the existing distress.’ ** 
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The Council divided : — 

AYES-it24. 


Bozman, Hon. Mr. G. S. 

Border, Hon. Mr. J. H. 

Charanjit Singh, Hon. Raja. 

Chinoy, Hon. Sir Rahimtoola. 
Commandor-in-Chief, His Excellency the. 
Conran-Smith, Hon. Mr. E. 

Das, Hon. Mr. Mahendra Lai. 

Devadoss, Hon. Sir David.. 

Ghosai, Hon. Sir Josna. 

Hissamuddin Bahadur, Hon. Lt.-Col. Sir. 
Hydari, Hon. Mr, M. S. A. 

/Jogendra Singh, Hon. Sir. 


Jones, Hon. Mr. C. £. 

Lai, Hon. Mr. Shavax A. 

Mahomed Usman, Hon. Sir. 

Menon, Hon. Sir Ramunni. 
Mukherjee, Hon. Sir Satya Charan. 
Parker, Hon. Mr. R. H. 

Patro, Hon. Sir A. P. 

Pillai, Hon. Mr. N. R. 

Prior, Hon. Sir H. C. ' 

Roy, Hon. Sir Satyendra Nath. 

Sen, Hon. Mr. B. R. 

Sobha Singh, Hon. Sardar Bahadur. 

1—19. 


Abdool Sattar, Hon. Mr. Abdool Razak 

Hajee. 

Ali Asgar Khan, Hon. Maulvi. 

Ayyangor, Hon. Sir N. Gopalaswami. 

Buta Singh, Hon. Sardar, Sir. 

Chettiyar, Hon. Mr. Chidambaram. 

Dalai, Hon. Mr. M. N. 

Das, Hon. Mr. N. K. 

Hossain Imam, Hon. Mr. 

Kalikar, Hon. Mr. V. V. 

Kunzru, Hon. Pandit Hirday Nath. 

The Motion was adopted. 

The Honourable Mr. HOSSAIN IMAM : All elected Indian Members have 
voted against the Government. 

The Honourable the PRESIDENT : Have you got anything to say regard- 
ing the course of business ? 

The Honourable Sir MAHOMED USMAN (Leader of the House): No Sir. 

The Honourable the PRESIDENT : The House is adjourned till Wednes- 
day, 24th November. I would inform Hojiourable Members that tomorrow is the 
last day of tha session and I am very anxious to finish all the Resolutions which 
appear on the list. 

The Council then adjourned till Eleven of the Clock on Wednesday, the 24th 
November, 1943. 


Mahtha, Hon. Rai Bahadur Sri Narain. 
Motilal, Hon. Mr. G. S. 

Padsliah Sahib Bahadur. Hon. Saiyod 
Mohamed. 

Rajtn Saron Daa, Hon. Rai Bahadur Lala. 
Hay Ghaudhury, Hon. Mr. Kumarsankar. 
Roy Chowdhury, Hon. Mr. Susil Kumar. 
Saprii, Hon. Mr. P. N. 

Siiiha, Hon. Kumar Nripendra Narayan. 
Yuveraj Datta Singh, Hou. Raja. 


APPENDIX. 

( Vide page 204.) 

Extract from “ Bbnoal Govbbnmbnt and the Ispahanis 
Extracts from Speeches in the Bengal Legislative Assembly. 

(Honourable Minister of Civil Supplies.) 

I4th July, 1943--- 

Now, Sir, Dr. Syamaprasad Mookerjee having got that information from somewhere statod 
that Mr. Ispahani is contesting the proposition that he camiot buy on his own account. Our 
terms of agreement aro that he cannot buy on his account as long as he continues to be the agent 
of the Government of Bengal. The terms have been arranged and have passed through both 
oiu* solicitors and have been agreed to right from the beginning that ho can make no purchases 
on his own account and ho can make no purchases on the account of others except with the con- 
sent of the Director for Civil Supplies. He has been allowed to make purchases on behalf of the 
Government of India. The Government of India have utilised his services to make purchases 
outside the ©astern zone in many places and they have done so on terms far more favourable 
than w© have given them ahd they have done so without security without which it seems no 
business can be transacted. 

16th September, 1943 — 

My offer to the Opposition to examine their accounts and their papers has not b«en ac- 
cepted, and yet the whisperings continue. Dr, Syamaprasad Mookerjee has interjected that 
he accepted the offer but that I did not implement my promise. Let me toll the House, what 
■actually happened. Dr. Syamaprasad Mookerjee came to my house and told mo that he had 
certain figures in his pocket to show that rice had been purchased at a lower price than probably 
had been charged by. Messrs. Ispahanis. He himself could not say whether the prices were 
different. I told him that he was at liberty to examine all the books of accounts and papers 
of Messrs. Ispahanis, and that 1 would send with him an officer of Government to see that he 
had all facilities. Dr. Syamaprasad Mookerjee would not accept my offer and stated that he 
wanted me to fetch all the books and accounts and papers of Messrs. Ispahanis, and then he 
would examine it, not at their office but anywherft else. It was obvious that I could not accept 
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hit su^estion. Probably he did not proceed further because I pointed out to him that there' 
were wee accountants at the office of Messrs, Ispahanis who were going through all his books of 
aocoimts, papers and documents, all the letters and advices from his agents and the contracts 
and had made a meticulous infection of the^transactions. But I wish to repeat my offer once 
more in case Dr. Syamaprasad Mookerjee changes his mind and is still prepared to examine 
the books of accounts and papers and documents of Messrs. Ispahanis^ and with my offer my 
appeal for co-operation in our policy and bring down prices and make foodgrains available to- 
the public. 

* (Honourable the Chief Minister.) 

2Srd September, 1943 — 

The Governments of Assam and Bihar and the Government of India — they have all their 
sole agents and I claim that the commission that is being paid by us to Messrs. Ispahcuii will 
compare favourably with the commission that is being paid by the Government of India and 
others. Immediately after appointing Ispahanis I travelled with the Regional Commis- 
sioner to Assam and I remember on more than one occasion he said — he knew about the rice 
position in Bengal better than anybody else — that the only consideration that we must have 
was to get rice at any price in Bengal. The price factor would come in later on but at the time 
we had to get rice. 

Then I come to another point but I shall not go into details. I will ask the honourable 
members to consider honestly and conscientiously what I am saying and then to judge whether 
Messrs. Ispahanis could possibly have done the mean things that have been alleged by the 
Opposition. It is a simple fact which will be easily grasped by everybody and as Ispahanis* 
appointment has been discussed all over India, I hope everyone will judge it from what I shall 
say now. I believe it has been admitted by Dr. Sanyal himself that Messrs. Ispahanis at the* 
time of free trade bought rice at an average price of Ks. 14-8-0 for lakh maunds which they 
sold to Government. Now at that time the ruling price in Bengal was Rs. 30, and over^ per 
maund. Without incurring opprobrium, without incurring any risk, without being criticised 
by some as being greedy, they could have been the benefactors and they could have come tO' 
the Government of Bengal and said ‘ Here we have lakh maunds of rice for sale *. The 
Government of Bengal would have gone down on their bended knees and would have paid them 
Rs. 30 or any price, without question. Any man who would have come to the Government 
of Bengal at that time and said * I have got 2| lakh maunds of rice to sell at Rs. 30 ’ — the Gov- 
ernment of Bengal would have closed the bargain without question. Sir, Ispahanis could 
have made about 37 lakhs by that one transaction. 


(Mr. A. R. Siddiqi.) 

27th September, 1943 — 

Ispahanis had to be coaxed by the present Government cmd persuaded to take up the 
onerous task. The previous Government had created no organisation of its own to collect 
rice from inside and outside Bengal. No Indian or European business house would take up 
the work either on the ground of lack of organisation or the narrowness of the margin of profits.. 

(Mr. J. R, Walker.) 

27th September, 1943 — 

The question of the appointment of the firm of Ispahan! as sole Government agents during^ 
the free trade period had been made an issue by the Opposition, and many allegations had been 
made against that firm. It w€us a fact that several other firms were approached 4o take the 
agency but were unable to accept because they felt that their organisations were inadequate 
to undertake the work and, in fact, they suggested that Messrs. Ispahan! waB the only firm with 
the requisite organization. In normal circumstances they would have agreed that it was cer- 
tainly not desirable that one firm should be appointed as sole Government agents. Criticism 
against the firm was unfair and was inspired by political motives.. 

(Honourable Mr. Framatha Nath Banerjee as Minister of Food.) 

26th March, 1943--- 

The not result of the contracts was that no party was agreeable to undertake the scheme- 
to remove the surplus rice to safer districts. In the end Mr. Ispahan! was called upon as the* 
senior partner of Messrs. Ispahemi A Co. and the scheme was put before him and he was asked 
whether ho would undertake to do the work. He refused it at first, mentioning, in particular, 
that he belonged to a party which was for the time being in opposition to the party in power 
and to undertake a Government scheme this nature might be misunderstood. Then the 
position was explained to him that the Government of India were financing the scheme and that 
it was in the interests of this province that the surplus should be saved and not allowed to fall 
in the hands of the enemy. Eventually Mr. Ispahan! agreed. 



COUNCIL OF STATE 


Wednesday^ 2ith Ncyvember^ 1943 

The Council met in the Council Chamber of the Council House at Eleven of the 
Clock, the Honourable the President in th^Chair. 

. QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 

Number of Indian and British officers in the Cantonments Department. 

147. The Honourable Rai Bahadur SRI NARAIN MAHTHA (on behalf of 
the Honourable Mr. P. N. Sapru ): (OWill Government state the number l^f (a) 
Indian ofScers and (6) Eritith officers in the Cantonments Department excluding 
those serving in the Cantonment Executive Officers Service ? 

(it) What is the number of permanent and temporary officers in the Canton- 
ments Department ? 

(in) What is the number of Indians and Britishers in permanent and temporary 
Vacancies ? 

The Honourable Mr. E. CONRAN-SMITH, Home Secretary (on hohalf 
of Defence Department) : (^) (a) Six. (6) Twenty ‘two, including tlxreo officers 

released for temporary military duty. 

(ii) Permanent — ^Twenty-one. 

Temporary — Seven. 

(in) Indiana, Permanent — Three. 

Temporary — Three . 

-Britishers, Permanent — Eighteen. 

Temporary — ^Four. 

The Honourable Rai Bahadur SRI NARAIN MAHTHA ; Do these figures 
represent the numbers or the percentages ? 

The Honourable Mr. E. CONRAN-SMITH : The question asked for numbers, 
and the answer giyes the numbers. 

Re-employment of retired British officers in the Cantonments Department. 

148. The Honoiirable Rai Bahadur SRI NARAIN MAHTHA (on behalf 
of the Honourable Mr. P. N. Sapru) : Will Government state — 

(а) whether it is a fact that retired British officers, who had been given 
several extensions of service, continue to be re-employed in the Cantonments. 
Department ; 

(б) the number of such officers re-employed by them in the Cantonments Depart- 
ment ; 

(c) whether it is a fact that most of the work of the Military Estates Officers 
is done by the Cantonment Executive Officers ; 

(d) the names of the loc^l agents of the Military Estates Officers ; 

(e) the method of recruitment followed for the Military Estate Officers ; 

(/) what opportunities Cantonment Executive Officers have for appointment as 
Military Estates Officers when a vacancy occurs ; and 

(g) the scale of pay for Military Estates Officers and that prescribed for Canton- 
ment Executive Officers ? 

The Honourable Mr. E. CONRAN-SMITH (on behalf of Defence Department): 
(a) and (6). Yes. One retired British Officer has been given two extensions each of a 
year’s duration. Twd others who have recently retired have each been re-employed 
for a further period of a year. , 

(c) No. 

(d) With the exception of the headquarters stations of Military Estates Officers, 
Executive Officers are the local agents of these Officers for the purposes of collection 
of revenue and the prevention of encroachments only, in all other Cantonments. 

(e) and (/ ). In peace time only King’s and Indian Commissioned and Viceroy’s 
Commissioned officers of the Indian Army, who, have fully qualified for retention in 
the Indian Army and have rendered over 5 years but less than 12 years commissioned 
service, are eligible for appointment to the Department. During the present emer- 
gency, such recruitment not being possible, Cantonment Executive Officers ara 
appointed to officiate when vacancies occur. 

( 229 ) 
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(g) For Military Estates Officers, the same as is admissible to Kang’s and Indian 
commissioned officers of the Indian Army pltis departmental pay admissible after 
certain fixed periods of service in the Department varying from Rs. 125 to Rs. 300 
p. m. in the case of King’s commissioned officers and from Rs. 40 to Rs. 130 p.ra. in 
the case of Viceroy’s commissioned officers. 

The scale of pay for the three Viceroy’s commissioned officers holding the kono " 
rary rank of Captain employed as permanent Military Estates Officers is Rs. 400 — 
20-~800 p. m. plus the departmental pay admissible. 

•Cantonment Executive Officers who are appointed to officiate as Military Estates 
Officers in the present emergency receive a duty allowance of Rs. lOO p. m. in addition 
to their pay as Executive Officer. 

For Cantonment Executive Officers — 

Grad(j I. — Rs. 300 — 10 — 400 E. B. — 10 — 500, with a selection grade Rs. 500 — 
20--700. 

Grade II. — ^Rs. 150 — 5 — ^200 E. B. — 5 — ^250, with a selection grade Rs. 260 — 
10—350. 

Number of detenus in Centrally Administered Areas. 

149. The Hoi^ourablb Rai Bahadur SRI NARAIN MAHTHA (on behalf o f 

the Honourable Mr. *P. N. Sapru) : (a) Will Government state the number of 

detenus in Centrally Administered Areas ? 

(b) Is there any machinery for revising their cases ? If so, what ? 

The Honourable Mr. E. CONRAN-SMITH : (a) The total number of persons 
actually undergoing d(^tention in Centrally Administered Areas on 15th October, 
1943, the latest date for which information is available, was 116. 

(b) The cases of all Security Prisoners are reviewed from time to time by the 
authorities concerned to ensure that no person is kept in custody longer than is 
necessary. 

The Honourable Rai Bahadur SRI NARAIN MAHTHA : May I know who 
are the authorities concerned ? 

The Honourable Mr. E. CONRAN-SMITH : In Chief Commissioners’ Pro- 
vinces, clearly the Chief Gomraissioners. 

The Honourable Pandit HIRDAY NATH KUNZRU : How is action taken 
in the case of those persons who are detained under the orders of the Government of 
India or the authorities directly under them but kept in provincial jails ? 

The Honourable Mr. E. CONRAN-SMITH : I do not think that question 
Arises. The question on . the paper deals with the number of persons detained in 
Centrally Administered Areas, and that is the question which I have answered. 

The Honourable Pandit HIRDAY NATH KUNZRU : Is it. not clear that 
the question relates to persons detained under the authority of the Government of 
India or of one of the Administrations directly under them ? 

The Honourable Mr. E. CONRAN-SMITH : I do not read the question that 
way. It refers to the total number of persons actually undergoing detention in Cen- 
trally Administered Areas. 

The Honourable Pandit HIRDAY NATH KUNZRU : Is it not clear that, 
as the question is one which has been addressed to the Central Government, it relates 
only to the detenus detained under their authority ? 

The Honourable Mr. E. CONRAN-SMITH : I do not agree with the Hohour- 
able Member. The question is perfectly clear. It asks for the number of persons 
detained in Centrally Administered Areas, and Governors’ provinces are not Cen- 
trally Administered Areas. * 

Reason for sending a deputation to England and the U. S. A. to explain 

India’s war BpyoRT. 

150. The Honourable Rai Bahadur SRI NARAIN MAHTHA (on behalf of 
the Honourable Mr. P. N. Sapru) : Will Government state the reasons for sending 
a deputation to England and the U. S. A. for explaining India’s war effort ? 

The Honourable Sir MAHOMED USMAN : The main reasons are : — 

(1) The Government of India are satisfied that there is a demand in United 
States of America and United Kingdom for speakers from India having 
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an up-to-date knowledge of actual facts about the country’s war-time 
activities, and 

(2) Government of India consider it desirable in the interests of this country 
that her war effort should b# fully known and appreciated in United 
States of America and United Kingdom. 

•The Honourable Rai Bahadur SRI NARAIN MAHTHA : Will Govern- 
ment kindly state whether any deputatioixs have come to India from other countries 
to explain their war effort to us ? 

The Honourable Sir MAHOMED USMAN : I must ask for notice oS the 
'question. 

The Honourable Pandit HIRDAY NATH KUNZRU : May I inquire 
whether the Agent-General of the Government of India in the United States of 
America and their Publicity Department there could not between themselves give 
all the information that was required ? 

The Honourable Sir MAHOMED USMAN : But they them:;elves asked tor 
this deputation. 

The Honourable Pandit HIRDAY NATH KUNZRU : Who asked ? The 
United States Government ? 

The Honourable Sir MAHOMED USMAN : No. The Agent-General of the 
Government of India in the United States. 

The Honourable Pandit HIRDAY NATH KUNZRU : Could the Honour- 
able Member give us any infonnation with regard to the rea^jous on wnich this request 
was based? 

The Honourable Sir MAHOMED USMAN : Ho wanted that we should tell 
America what India is doing towards the war effort. It is in the best interests of the 
country that we should do so. There is a groat deal of ignoranco, and people in 
America did not know what exactly India is doing towards the war effort. The 
Agent-General thought that we should send somebody there so that the American 
public may be told what India was doing in the way of the war effort. 

The Honourable Pandit HIRDAY NATH KUNZRU : Did the Agent- 
General of the Government of India in the United States a 4 k for a no:i-olfi3ial d 3 puta- 
tion which would give expression to the non-ofiieial views in the country ? 

The Honourable Sir MAHOMED USMAN : Yes. 

The Honourable Pandit HIRDAY NATH KUNZRU : He asked for a 
non-official diputation which would give expreshoii to non-official views in the 
country as regards the war ? 

The Honourable Sir MAHOMED USMAN : A non-official deputation wai 
asked for. 

The Honourable Pandit HIRDAY NATH KUNZRU : If all that was desired 
was to give information about the war activities in India to the American and Britisli 
public, why could not officials be deputed to unijrtake that job ? Either serving 
officials or retired officials could well have been entrusted with the job. 

The Honourable Sir MAHOMED USMAN : A non-official deputation would 
do the job much better. 

The Honourable Pandit HIRDAY NATH KUNZRU : Was the request 
based on the desire to give a wrong picture of the political situation prevailing in the 
country T 

The Honourable Sib MAHOMED USMAN : The deputation has nothing to 
do with the political situation at all. ^ 

Representation from the Association of Graduates of the Ayurvedic 
College of the Benares Hindu Uuniversity. 

151. The Honourable Rai Bahadur SRI NARAIN MAHTHA (on behalf of 
the Honourable Mr. P. N. Sapru) : (a) Will Government state whether it has rcKJeived 
B»ny representation from the Association of Graduates of the Ayurvedic College (rf 
the B 3 aare 3 Hiaiu University requesting that their Degree ihay be recognispd 
as equivalent to L. M. P. or L. C. P. S. and that they may be given a chance of . 
being recruited for Military Medical Service at this time 1 

(6) If so, what action do Governmmt propose to take oh it ? 
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The Hokoubable Sib JOGENDERA SINGH : (a) Yes. 

(b) The question of recognitioiji of the' degree as the equivalent of a licentiate* 
qualification is a matter for the Provincial Medical Councils and Provincial Govern- 
ments to consider under the provisions of the various Provincial Medical Acts. Only 
those licentiate qualifications which entitle a person to registration under the Pro- 
vincial Medical Acts are recognised for the purpose of recruitment to the Al‘my 
Medical Services. 

Situation in begabd to food and cloth in Balasobe Distbict in Obissa. 

152. The Honourable Rai Bahadub SRI NARAIN MAHTHA (on behalf 
of the Honourable Mr. P. N. Sapru) : Will Government make a statement on 
the situation in regard to food and cloth in Balasore District in Orissa ? 

The Honourable MR. B. R. SEN : Food. — A statement on the subject has 
already been made by me in reply to the Motion on the food situation. 

Cloth. — There is no longer scarcity of cloth in the district. Standard cloth haa 
been distributed amongst the poor in North Balasore and has brought much needed, 
relief. The Provincial Government are Undertaking vigorous distribution of standard 
cloth during the next fortnight. 

The Honourable Pandit HIRDAY NATH KUNZRU : When did the distri- 
bution of cloth in North Balasore take place ? 

The Honourable Mr. B. R. SEN : Only recently, Sir. 

The Honourable, Pandit HIRDAY NATH KUNZRU : Can the Honourable 
Member tell us approximately in what month and between what dates ? 

The Honourable Mr. B. R. SEN : 6,089,707 yards of staiidard cloth had been 
delivered to Orissa on 12th November, 194^3. 

The Honourable PanIdit HIRDAY NATH KUNZRU : That may have been 
delivered to Orissa, but I should like to know what part of it was distributed among 
the destitutes in the North Balasore district and when it was distributed. 

The Honourable Mr. B. R. SEN : I am afraid I have not got the information*^ 

The Honourable Pandit HIRDAY NATH KUNZRU : Can the Honourable 
Member tell us the date when tEe cloth was distributed among the destitutes in tho 
North Balasore district ? 

The Honourable Mr. B. R. SEN : It must have been very recently. 

The Honourable Pandit HIRDAY NATH KUNZRU : Was the distribution 
the North Balasore district free of charge ? 
in The Honourable Mr. B. R. SEN : Sir, I will ask for notice. 

News of Indian prisoners of war in Japanese hands. 

163. The Honourable Raja YUVERAJ DUTTA SINGH: (a) Is it a fact that 
80 far as could be ascertained, there are about 76,000 Indian troops as prisoners of 
war in Japanese hands ; but practically there has been no news of their fate ? 

(6) Is it a fact that no representative of the protecting power, and the Inter- 
national Red Cross has been allowed by Japan to visit the camps, in which the Indian 
prisoners of war are detained ? 

(c) Is it a tact that food, clothing and medical supplies, etc., dispatched by the 

Red Cross are not allow ed to be delivered to the Indian prisoners of war in Japanese 
hands ? , 

(d) Will Government state the number of Japanese prisoners in Allies hands^ 
to whom similar treatment could be meted out ? 

(e) Is there any truth in report that the agents of Japan are attempting, but 
without success, to tamper with the loyalty of these Indian prisoners of war, and 
training them to fight against the Allies in the coming months ? 

(/) As a counter measure do Government propose to recruit an overwhelming 
number of Indian troops to bear down any such mischievous move, and carry the 

I lay a statement on the^ 

table. 


Burmaeamjga^^ to a speedy and successful victory ? 
CT Exceixency the COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF : 
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Statement, 

(а) There are approximately 76,000 Indian Troops who are Prisoners of War or are believed 
tto be Prisoners of War, in Japanese hands. ■ Of ijjiis total some 5,000 belonged to the Hongkong 

and Singapore Royal Artillery. 

Despite every effort made on the part of Protecting Powers and delegates of the International 
Bed Cross Committee, information regarding the fate of these prisoners and the conditions under 
which they are being held, has been withheld deliberately by the Japanese. 

Amongst civilised peoples it has always been a well accepted convention that, in order to 
^relieve the anxieties of relatives, not only are the names of Prisoners of War published as soon as 
possible, but full facilities are always accorded to the Protecting Power and the Red Cross to 
'ensure, as far as is possible under the trying conditions of restraint, the well-being of those un- 
fortunate enough to be made Prisoners of War. The Japanese have deemed fit to ignore these 
conventions. > 

(б) There is not the slightest doubt that representatives of the Protecting Power and the 
Red Cross have not been given the proper facilities to visit camps in which Indian Prisoners of 
War are detained. So far as ban be ascertained certain other camps containing European 
Prisoners of War have been visited, but there is good evidence to show that, even where visits 
have been permitted, they were carefully conducted, the representatives being allowed to see 
only that which the Japanese considered desirable. There is at least one incident on record, 
where the representative immediately on conclusion of his visit, was asked to sign a report on 
i/he Camp conditions, this report having already been prepared by the Japanese themselves. 

Information coming from a variety of unimpeachable sources leaves no doubt that the 
conditions in practically all camps are unsatisfactory. It is abundantly clear that in general 
-Japanese Prisoners of War are not in keeping with the practice of civilised nations. 

(c) Food, clothing and medicine supplies despatched by the Red Cross have been sot aside 
for Indian Prisoners of War in localities where they are known to bo situated. These supplies 
have been handed over to the Japanese Military Authorities for distribution. Packages contain- 
ing these supplies have been specially prepared and contain in particular, a liberal supply of 
medical comforts, as it is known that many of the prisoners are suffering from malaria and also 
from other diseases due to the poor quality and insufilciency of the food given to them. 

In the case of certain camps it is known that the Japanese medical arrangements- are so 
in liffjrent (in soma cases practically non-existent) that every effort is being made to forward 
medical supplies. In the absence of reports from impartial observers who are not being granted 
*th 3 cuitoinary facilities, no guarantee can bo given that these supplies are definitely reaching 
the prisoners. . • i. 

The Government of India and His Majesty’s Government have made, and are continuing to 
muke, strong protests regarding the lack of those facilities. So far these protests have been* 
without avail, 

(d) It is not in the public interest to disclose the exact number of Japanese Prisoners of War 
in our hands, but it can be stated that the number is small in comparison with the numbers of 
Indian Prisoners of War in Japanese hands. It should bo remembered that, in the eyes of the 
•Jap arioso military authorities, .lapanose soldiers who are taken prisoner are regarded as dead. 
The Japanese Government in keeping with this survival of barbarism takes no further interest 
in their welfare and would not be influenced in thoslightost by threats of retaliation. 

. (e) It is true that the Japanese and their agents are attempting to tamper with the loyalty 
of In dian Prisoners of War. The Japanese also claim that they are training Indian Prisoners of 
War with the intention that they should flght against the United Nations. The methods to 
which the Japanese have resorted in their attemptsjto stubborn these Prisoners of War when 
propaginda m 3 bhods failed have in many oases been brutal and there are numerous cases of men 
being deprived of food and locked away in solitary confinement. Many Prisoners of War who 
have been stibjoeted to this treatment have fortunately returned to India, having in some cases 
been clever enough to deceive the Japanese regarding their real intentions. Their reports leave 
no doubts whatever regarding Japanese brutality and callousness. 

(/) The Honourable Member may rest assured that all necessary counter-measures are being 
taken* It will be fully appreciated that it would not be in the interests of security to reveal 
what these counter-measures are. 

Countries of the troops serving in India, 

154 . The Honourable Pandit HIRDAY NATH KUNZRU : (a) What are 

the countries from where troops have boon*brought to India ? 

(h) Are there any South African troops in India ? If so, have they come to this 
country at the request or with the consent of the Government of India ? 

Hts Excellency the COMMANDER-in-OHIEF : (a) Troops from the United 
Kingdom, Africa, the United States of America and China are at present in India. 

( 6 ) There are no* South African troops in India. All troops from outside India 
have come here with the consent of the (Government of India. 

if The Honourable Pandit HIRDAY NATH KUNZRU :* Will His Excellency 
1^16 Commander-in-(yhi 6 f tell us what is the composition of the troops that have 
come from Africa. I suppose they are from East Africa. 

His Excellency the COMMANDER-in-CHIEP : They are not from South 
Africa. ^ , 
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The Honoueable Pandit HIRDAY NATH KUNZRU : Are they from East 

His Excellency the COMMANDER-in-CHIEF : Some. 

The Honourable Pandit HIRDAY^NATH KUNZRU : Do the troops consist 
only of Europeans or do they contain also the indigenous troops ? ^ 

His Excellency the COMMANDER-in-CHIEE : That information ‘'has 
already he(‘ii given in the Press. They consist of natives of various parts of Africa 
and tj^ere have been one or two notices in the press about this. 1 cannot give in 
detail the composition. It would not be in the public interest. 

The Honourable Pandit HIRDAY NATH KUNZRU : Why has it been 
necessary to import these troops when plenty of fighting material is available in. 
India ? About 2 million men have been trained since the commencement of the war. 

His Excellency the COMMANDER-in-CHIEF : The reason is that th^se 
troops have certain special qualifications for the work for which they are required. 
Another reason is that these troops have been in existence for some time ; they were 
trained originally for other purposes but were not wanted for those purposes, and 
they then became available at a time when other troops were not available. 

The Honourable Pandit HIRDAY NATH KUNZRU : Is there such a defi- 
ciency of Indian troops that the Government of India asked for troops from East 
Africa to come to this country ? 

His Excellency the COMMANDER-in-CHIEF : I do not think that 
question arises. 

The HctNOURABLE Mr. HOSSAIN IMAM : Are they surplus to our needs or 
are they required by us ? 

His Excellency the COMMANDEli.-iN-CHIEF : They are required for the 
purposes of the war like all other troops. 

The Honourable Pandit HIRDAY NATH KUNZRU : Are they here because 
the Army would otherwise have been in inadequate strength or are they here because 
the Indian troops are distrusted ? 

His Excellency the COMMANDER-in-CHIEF : I think the Honourable 
Member knows as well as I do that the greatest possible trust is placed in Indian 
troops wherever they are employed. The answer is in the negative. 

Number of Indian and British officers in the Indian Artillery. 

155. The Honourable Pandit HIRDAY NATH KUNZRU : What is the 
number of Indian and British officers, respectively, in the Indian Artillery who 
have been (a) sent to the Staflf College for training in staff work, or (6) appointed as 
staff officers for training purposes ? 

His Excellency the COMMANDER-in-CHIEF : (a) Since the outbreak of 
the war four officers (three Indian officers and one British officer) of the Indian 
Artillery have attended courses at the Staff College. 

(b) The figures relating to the number of officers attached to lower formations for 
Staff training, are not readily available and their collection would involve an expendi- 
ture ofitime and labour which would not be justifiable in war-time. 

Proportion of Indian and British officers in the Intelligence Corps. 

156. The Honourable Pandit HIRDAY NATH KUNZRU : What is the 
proportion of Indian to British officers in the Intelligence Corps ? 

His Exceixbncy the COMMANDER-in-CHIEF : The proportion of Indian to 
British officers in the Intelligence Corps is 1 Indian to 4-5 British. 

The Honourable Pandit HIRDAY NATH KUNZRU : Why is the Indian 
proportion so low ? 

His' Excellency the COMMANDER-in-CHIEF: That is a very difficult 
question to answer. The proportion of Indian to British officers in the Indian Army 
^ a whdle is 1 to 3 • 7 British and the proportion of the officers in the Intelligence Corps 
is 1 to 4 * 5. That is not a very great difference really. 

The Honourable Pandit HIRDAY NATH KUNZRU : Is it a fact that the 
Intelligence Corps was started very recently — only a few months ago ? , 

His Excellency the COMMANDER-in-CHIEF : No. It has been in exist- 
ence for some time, so far as I know. The Intelligence Corps must have been started, 
not necessarily under that name, from the commencement of the war. 



QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 235 

The Honourable Mb. V. V. KALIKAR : Are not suitable Indians available 
for this Corps ? 

His Exceli^ency the COMMANDER. jn-CHIEF : Any suitable Indians that 
are available are used. 

• Condition of Professor N. K. Nigam, a security prisoner. 

167. The Honourable Pandit HIRDAY NAJH KUNZRU : (a) Will Gov- 
ernment state whether it is a fact that Professor N. K. Nigam, M.A., of Delhi, wjio is 
detained under Rule 26 of the D. I. R., is suffering from intestinal tuberc ulosis and 
is lying seriously ill in the Mayo Hospital, Lahore ? 

(6) Did ho send an application to the Chief Commissioner, Delhi, for permission 
to be privately treated by Dr. N. C. Joshi of Dellii v 

(c) If the answers to (a) and (6) arc^ in the affirmative, what actioji have Govern 
ment taken or propose to take in the matter ? 

The Honourable Mr. E. CONRAN-SMITH : («) The person named is believ- 
ed to be suffering from a tubercular complaint and was recently transferred, under 
the orders of the proper authorities in the Punjab, from the jail in that Province 
where he was detained to the Mayo Hospital, Lahore. It is understood, however, that 
the treatment prescribed for him in hospital can be just as well given in jail and that 
the hospital authorities have recommended that he should be returnecl to jail. It 
seems therefore that he is not seriously ill. 

(6) He applied to the Chief Commissioner in January last to be retransferred to 
Delhi Jail with a view to his treatment by a private medical practitioner of his own 
choice, but the application was not granted. 

(c) His health will continue to be carefully watched. 

The Honourable Pandit HIRDAY NATH KUNZRU : Has he improved 
since he was sent to the Mayo Hospital ? 

The Honourable Mb. E. CONRAN-SMITH : I have no information as to the 
present condition of his health, but presumably as the authorities concerned consider 
he could be safely treated in jail it is a fair assumption that his health is improving. 

The Honourable Pandit HIRDAY NATH KUNZRU : When did the autho- 
rities in charge of the Mayo Hospital recommend his retransfer to the jail ? 

The Honourable Mr. E. CONRAN-SMITH : I must ask for notice of that, Sir. 

Release of, and restrictions placed on, Congress detenus in Delhi. 

168. The Honourable Pandit HIRDAY NATH KUNZRU : (a) Will Gov- 
ernment state whether they scrutinised the cases of the Congress detenus of Delhi 
with a view to releasing those detenus whose detention was no longer justified ? 

If so, how many detenus have they released ? 

(6) On how many of them have orders been served restricting their movements^ 
and requiring them to' report themselves to the police station in their wards thrice a 
week ? Are there any ladies among the released detenus on whom such orders have 
been served ? If so, how many ? 

(c) In view of the changed conditions in the country, do Government propose to 
revise these orders so as to free the released detenus, particularly the ladies, from the 
above-mentioned restrictions ? 

Th^ Honourable Mr. E. CONRAN-SMITH : (a) As a result of scrutiny by 
the Chief Commissioner 41 security prisonei's of the Delhi Province have been released 
from detention since August 9th, 1943. * 

(6) Restrictive orders of the nature mentioncid by the Honourable Member were 
passed against 35 of these persons, including 1 lady. The latter order has however, 
since been relaxed and there is now no restriction on the lady’s movements. 

(c) In a number of these cases the restrictions have already been relaxed by the 
Chief Commissioner, and I have no doubt that he will continue to do this wherever 
possible. * 

The HoNOUBABLfi Pandit HIRDAY NATH KUNZRU : Will the Government 
of India interest themselves in the matter and see that the removal of restrictions is 
speeded up ? 

The Honourable Mr. E. CONRAN-SMITH : The Government of India have 
interested themselves in the matter, and will continue to be interested. 



NOTICE OF MOTION FOR AD JO URNMENT, 

The Honourable the PRESIDENT : Honourable Members, I have received 
a notice of adjournment motion from Mr. Hossain Imam. I will read to you the 
notice. r 

** I wish to move the adjournment of this House to consider a matter of definite urgent pubhc 
importance, namely, the terms of the Government of lndia*8 order under section 126 A tp the 
Sind Government.” 

Mr. Hossain Imam, you have to satisfy me that this motion at this stage is in order. 

The Honourable Mr. HOSSAIN IMAM (Bihar and Orissa : Muhammadan) : 
Mr. President, we did not know the exact terms of the order issued by the Government 
of India. Only yesterday in the course of the debate, Sir J. P. Srivastava read out to 
us the order. I wish to move the adjournment, because after his speech we had no 
chance of getting the situation clarified ; that is why I have given notice of this 
adjournment. 

The Honourable the PRESIDENT : What is there to clarify ? 

The Honourable Mr. HOSSAIN IMAM : Clarify the extent to which the 
Government of India wishes to interfere with the provincial administrations. 

The Honourable the PRESIDENT : The scope of the order was mentioned 
in the House yesterday by the Pood Member. As far as I remember, he said that the 
orders to the Sind Government are that no alteration should be made in the rate 
without the approval of the Government of India. That was clear enough. What 
more is wanted ? 

The Honourable Mr. HOSSAIN IMAM ; I have therefore used the words 
** terms of the order ”, because Government itself has not defined what it wants to 
prohibit. I will read out the words in the telegram — “ that they shall not amend or 
cancel the orders of the Sind Government now in force.” Do they prohibit amend* 
ment or cancellation. They are not clear and therefore they have specified both 
things. 

The Honourable the PRESIDENT : I am not concerned with that. 

The Honourable Mr. HOSSAIN IMAM : May I just urge, before you give a 
ruling, that it is for the Government Member — 

The Honourable the PRESIDENT : It is not for the Government Member. 
If you read the Standing Order, it is for the President first to decide whether the 
Motion is in order. Then he can place it before the House. 

The Honourable Mr. HOSSAIN IMAM : May I humbly submit to you that 
there are three requisites. Tho matter must be definite, it must be urgent and thirdly 
it must be of specific public interest. 

The Honourable the PRESIDENT^ : I agree with you. 

The Honourable Mr. HOSSAIN IMAM : It is definite ; it is urgent becauw 
there was no time yesterday and it is in the public interest. That also I think you will 
decide in my favour. 

The Honourable the PRESIDENT : I think it is in the public interest ; it is 
definite and it is urgent. But how will you get over sub-rule (iii) of Indian Legisla- 
tive Rule 12 ? I will read it. 

{Hi) The motion must not revive discussion on a matter which has been discussed in 
the same session.” 

It was discussed yesterday by tho Food Member, and also by you ; but you did not 
dilate at length upon it. 

Thh Honourable Mr. HOSSAIN^IMAM : May I draw your attention to this 
that it was not discussed because wo had no knowledge of the fact. 

The Honourable the PRESIDENT : It does not matter to me. 

The HoNOURABTiE Mr. HOSSAIN IMAM : It is marked “ Confidential ” Ijy the 
GoveitAment and it was only yesterday evening when the Honourable the Food 
Member was speaking that we first came to know of it. 

The Honourable the PRESIDENT : You took an hour and a half. You 
were inidw ay in your speech #hen the Honourable the Food Member brought this to 
your notice. There was nothing to prevent your taking half an hour more on this 
important matter. 


( 236 ) 
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The Honourable Mb. HOSSAIN IMAM : May I Respectfully submit that the 
information first came to me in reply to one of the supplementary questions which 
[ put to Mr. Sen whether Government has taken any action or not ? He gave us the 
information without specific mention of the terms of this order. We did not know 
the te^s. Therefore I have used the word “ terms 

The Honourable the PRESIDENT : That does not matter very much. 

The Honourable Mr. HOSSAIN IMAM : I suggest your asking the Honour* 
able Member whether he has any objection or npt ? 

The Honourable the PRESIDENT : I do not think this is in order and f am 
mot going to create a precedent. All the same I will ask the Honourable Mr. Sen what 
he has to say. 

The Honourable Mr. B. R. SEN (Nominated Official) : Sir, as you have 
observed, this sulgect was discussed in the course of the debate yesterday 
and the Honourable the Food Member gave the reasons very clearly why *^ 
this order had been issued. Questions were also put to mef and I gave certain 
information. The point on which Mr. Hossaiu Imam is not quite satisfied is 
whether the present prices are considered to be the proper prices. I have 
definitely stated that these prices are considered by the Government of India 
as the right prices and we see no reason why these prices should be changed at this 
stage. I may mention, that this subject was brought up during the last Food 
Conference which was attended by the Premier of Sind and there also the Sind Gov- 
ernment definitely committed themselves to the view that tlie prices ruling in Sind 
were the proper prices. I do not see what other information the Honourable Member 
requires. T object to this Motion. 

The Honourable the PRESIDENT : I hold that the Motion is not in order 
and I reject it. 

RESOLUTION BE REMOVAL OP RESTRICTIONS ON PUBLICATION OP 

NEWS. 

The Honourable Pandit HIRDAY NATH KUNZRU (United Provinces 
Northern : Non-Muhammadan) : Mr. President, I may remind the House that 
the Resolution which I moved the other day runs as follows : — 

“ This Coiinoil recommends to the Governor General in Council to remove all restrictions on 
'the publication of nows not relating to the war and in particular news relating to the internal 
political conditions and the economic well-being of the people, and to persuade the Provincial 
Governments to adopt the same policy.” 

Sir, the question of the freedom of the press has been discussed in both the Houses of , 
the Central Legislature more than once. It is not necessary for mo therefore to give 
a history qf the censorship that has been imposed on the press. I may, ho weaver, 
say generally speaking that the system of ‘press advising* began soon after the war. 

Subsequently Press Advisory Committees were established both at the Centre 
and in the Provinces and a system of consultation with these Committees, on which 
responsible newspaper editors were represented, was devised. These Com- 
mittees worked well in the opinion of the Government till August, 1942. In that 
.month, however, the regulations relating to the publication of news were changed 
and the publication of nows unless it was derived from official sources or the Asso- 
ciated Press of India, the United Press of India or the Orient Press of India, or a 
Correspondent of the newspaper concerned, whose name had been registered with 
the District Magistrate of the District in which ho resided was prohibited. These 
regulations were issued on the 8th Augu^, 1942. Two days later a Press Note 
was issued in which it was said that the editor of any newspaper who opposed the 
measures taken by Government to stop or suppress the political movement would 
be guilty of an offence against the law. Those regulations, Sir, caused considerable 
dissatisfaction among the Press. .The All-India Newspaper Editors’ Conference 
took up the matter in the session held at Bombay in October last. The Con- 
ference protested against the restrictions which had been imposed and asked that 
the regulations issued in August, 1942, should be withdrawn and replace<l by an 
order under the Defence of India Rules banning the publication of reports, unless 
released to the Press by the Government of interruptions to roads and railway 
communications, acts of sabotage, strikes or interruptions of work in factories chiefly 
engaged in war materials which may be of military value to the enemy. 
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The Conference also recommended to . the editors of newspapers to place restric- 
tions on themselves with regard to the^publication of certain kinds of news. After 
gome negotiation between the representatives of the Press and the Government 
of India, the Government of India decided to withdraw the regulations issued by 
them in August, 1942, requiring pre-censorship of news of certain kinds and registra- 
tion of newspaper correspondents. Iji view of this it was expected that the relations 
between Government and the Press would be free from friction. The agreement, 
however, that was arrived at in November last year has not been worked in a proper 
spirit and complaints have been made either by the Standing Committee of the 
A. I. N. E. C. or by other responsible agencies regarding the manner in which the 
agreement arrived at last year has been worked by the Central Government. 

Before, however, I deal with the existing practice of the Government of India I 
should like to refer to the action taken in the Provinces in view of the acceptance of 
the Resolution of the A. I. N. E. C. by the Government of India. The Central Govern- 
ment refused to issue any instructions to the Provincial Governments on the 
ground that they were autonomous and had full power to deal with questions 
relating to the publication of news in the light of the circumstances prevailing 
within their jurisdiction. Subsequently, I daresay under the pressure of the 
Government of India, the previous orders were cancelled everywhere except in the 
Punjab. In the Punjab the old regulations are still in force. Another matter of impor- 
tance that I should like to draw the attention of viie Council to at this stage is that the 
Gov<'rnment of the United Provinces have now passed orders which have the effect of 
dispensing with the need of consulting Press Advisers on news and comments relating 
to the Congress movement and consequential events. We have thus, Sir, on the one 
side tile Government of the United Provinces which inspite of the serious disturbances 
that took place last year and, as it set^med to many of us, the unjustifiably strong 
action which they took in certain districts last year, have removed all those restric- 
tions which they imposed on the publication of news relating to the Congress Move- 
ment in August last. At the other end, however, there is the Punjab Government 
which in spite of the fact that there were scarcely any disturbances worth the name 
in the Punjab sticks to the old policy and refuses to modify it in any manner. 

Sir, I understand that the Punjab journalists approached Sir Sikander Hyat 
Khan shortly before his death in connection with the modification of th^ Punjab 
Government\s orders regarding the publication of news relating to the Congress 
movement and certain other allied matters. It was believed that he would give 
his serious consideration to the matter. His d(»ath was, therefore, a great 
disappointment to journalists in common with other classei of his 
countrymen. Some tiiiu^ later, according to “ The Tribune ’’ of April 
8, the editor of “ The Civil and Military Gazette ” and the manager of 

The Tribune saw the new Premier in response to his invitation and explained 
to him the grievances of the Press in the Punjab. The restrictions not merely 
require pre-censorship, as they did in other proviilces till they were cancelled, but 
go beyond even the terms of the regulations. I understand that even censored mes- 
sages that are received in Lahore are subjected to scrutiny by a censor appointed by 
the local Government in the Telegraph Office at Lahore. This has the effect of placing 
newspapers published in the Punjab at considerable disadvantage in comparison 
with other newspapers. If Government want, I can give scores of instances of the un- 
fairness in which the old order of the Punjab Government has resulted in connection 
w’ith the publication of news in the Punjab papers. News published in Delhi in papers 
which circulate in the Punjab cannot be published by the Punjab newspapers unless 
it is approved by the Press Adviser or the authority whom Government 
might ^lave appointed to scrutinise the censored messages received in Lahore. 
Another curious fact is that even items of news broadcast by the All-India Radio 
may be suppressed in the Punjab Press if their publication is not desirable in the 
opinion of the Punjab Government. Sir, these two instances must be suflScient 
to convince any fair-minded person that the Punjab Government is acting in the 
most unjustifiable manner in connection with the publication of news in the Punjab 
Press. 
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We understood some time ago that the Government of India and the Provincial 
Governments had agreed that news censored in one place should not be subjected 
i;o scrutiny in any other place. The Government of India themselves, however, 
acted in a different way when. they prohibited ^he publication of a statement issued 
by Dr. ^hyama Prasad Mukerjee in comiection with the food situation in Bengal 
in August last. Nevertheless the policy that is being systematically pursued in 
the Punjab is contrary to the relations that ought to prevail between the Central 
Government and the Provincial Government?. The policy of the Punjab Govern- 
ment is one more instance of the failure of the authorities to have a co-ordinated 
policy with respect to any matter in this country. 

Apart from the difficulties that 1 have mentioned, the representatives of the 
Press in the Punjab complain that new^spaper correspondents have still to be regis- 
tered there. They approached the present Premier and pointed out to him their 
difficulties and laid their principal grievances before him — the grievances to 
which I have already drawn the attention of the Council. As the Premier 
himself had invited the representatives of the Press to meet him, it was hoped that 
the representations made to him would receive his early attention. But up to 
the present time no change has been made in the old regulations. 

I shall now come to the case of Bengal . . How control is exercised over the 
publication of even non-political news there, has become painfully clear to 
the people owing to the suppression of news relating to the food situation 
prevailing there. I stated the other day that notwithstanding the severity of the 
famine in Bengal and the desirability of acquainting the British public with the 
true state of things there, the authorities took the step of censoring Press messages 
sent by foreign correspondents and preventing the publication of news the accuracy 
of which could scarcely be doubted. The effect that this has had on Bengal need not 
be dwelt on by me. Everyone here I am sure realises that had the British public 
been informed in August last of the true facts regarding the severity of the disaster 
that Bengal was faced with, measures would have been taken much earlier to relieve 
the sufferings of the people, to send foodgrains to India and to bring about that 
co-operation between the military and the civil authorities which has already led to 
a substantial improvement in the situation in Bengal. The manner in which the 
censorship is being exercised is thus not merely a matter affecting the Press and the 
public at large, but also the Government, who, not feeling the pressure of public opi- 
nion, felt disinclined to take those measures which the urgency of the situation de- 
manded. The censorship has not merely prevented the publication of news relating 
to small events which might not be of any particular importance, but has worked in 
such a way as to do vital damage to the country. As the Government of India 
have had the courage to co-ordinate their policy with regard to procurement and 
distribution, I hope that they will have the courage also to look into the question 
of the publication of news and see that the Provincial Governments fall in line 
with their own policy. 

Another instance, Sir, showing the great harm that censorship has done in 
Bengal is that of the cyclone in Midnapore. News relating to it was not allowed 
to be published in the Press for a fortnight on the ground that it could be of material 
value to the enemy. Nor was news relating to the discrimination exercised in the 
distribution of relief allowed to be published in the Press. It is obvious that news 
of this character cannot give the slightest encouragement to violence or affect the 
war situation in a prejuiScial way. Yet its publication was not allowed, I suppose 
because the Government thought that it woula bo contrary to their political interests 
to allow the public to become aware of the truth. 

Lastly, Sir, while dealing with Bengal, I should like to refer to the case of the 
Amrita Bazar Patrika which has been asked by the Bengal Government not to 
publish news and articles relating to the famine situation without submitting “them 
to the Press Adviser. Not content with this restriction they issued an 
order prohibiting ^ the publication of any reference to their order in any 
newspaper in Bengal. There is another curious fact ih regard to the policy 
pursued by Bengal which I think should be brought to the notice of the Govern- 
ment of India. If an item of news is published in the Central Gazette or in any 
Provincial Gazette, it is universally regarded as news which can be published in any 
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newspaper. But the Government of Bengal have, I understand, informed the 
editors of newspapers that the publication of a statement in the Provincial 
'Gazette should not be regarded as a warrant for its reproduction in the newspapers. 
The absurdity of the policy that is being pursued cannot be demonstrated more 
• effectively than by the course that is being followed by the Bengal Government. 

I shall now rapidly refer to cases relating to other Provinces. But, before 
I do so, 1 should like to state in connection with the case of the Amrita Bazar Patrika 
to which I have already referred that the Press Advisory Committee before whom 
iihose articles of the Amrita Bazar Patrika to which the Bengal Government 
took exception were placed unanimously took the view that they provided no 
ground for taking the action suggested against the Amrita Bazar Patrika. This 
Advisory Committee did not consist entirely of Indian editors. One would have 
hoped, therefore, that the Bengal Government would pay some respect to the views 
of the Committee. Nevertheless, they ignored it and imposed a restrictioii on the 
Amrita Bazar Patrika owing to which the Patrika has been coming out without 
leading articles since the 10th October, 1943. 

There are two other Provinces to whose case I should like to refer before dealing 
with the practice in those territories which are under the direct authority of the 
■ Central Government. The two Provinces with which I shall deal are those of 
Orissa and Sind. In Orissa too censorship is exercised over news relating to the 
food situation in the Province and, generally speaking, over news relating to the 
economic conditions prevailing there. I was reliably informed when I was there 
that no one could publish even a factual account of the distress prevailing in 
Orissa without submitting the statement that he wished to publish to the Press 
Adviser who generally cut out all the more important items. If statements wore 
yiade regarding death or starvation, or about the failure of the Ministers to tour 
in the affected areas, I understand they were cut out. In this way the impression 
was sought to be created that the position was not acute in any district and that 
the Local Government was taking adequate measures to distribute relief. How 
much harm such a policy has done to Orissa is well known to those who have seen 
with their own eyes the distress prevailing in parts of certain districts there on 
account of the serious shortage of food. • 

Again, Sir, a newspaper called the Samaj has been banned in the Korapur 
district and the reason given for it is that Korapur district is a partially excluded 
area and news published in the Samaj cannot be digested by the backward people 
there. Those people are regarded as advanced enough by (^vornment to exercise 
the franchise. Other newspapers are allowed to be circulated there but the Samaj, 
in the opinion of the Local Government, publishes such stuff as would cause mental 
indigestion if people there were allowed to read it. 

The Honourable the PRESIDENT : Your time is finished. Please bring 
yoiir remarks to a close. There are other important Resolutions. 

The Honourable Pandit HIRDAY NATH KUNZRU ; I will, Sir, only 
refer to the case of Sind. The Sind Observer was asked to deposit a security of 
Rs. 2,000 under the Indian Press Act, 1931, for a paragraph in an editorial dated 
the 15th September entitled “ Ambedkar and Empire I have read this article, 
Sir. There are some strong statements in it. But the strongest statement is that 
“ the British Government should not Yeol that the situation in India would bo free 
from danger after the war if they continued their existing policy and failed to bring 
about a reconciliation between themselves and the people Such statements 
are made by us daily. The statemeht of Dr. Ambedkar on which the editor had 
commented wont even further than the comments of the Sind Observer. Yet 
action was taken against the Sind Observer under the Press (Emergency Powers) 
Act by the Sind Government. In this case too, I understand that the Press Ad- 
visory Committee advised unanimously against the action which the Local Gov- 
ernment proposed to take. But its recommendation was set aside. What I have 
said above, Sir, shows clearly the manner in which the censorship is working at 
. present in several provinces. 
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If you will allow me, Sir, I should just like to refer to one or two matters relating 
to Delhi itself. The numerous instances in which action has been taken against 
the HinduMan Times are too well known to be referred to by me. There are, how- 
ever, certain other instances which may not^be known, to the Central authorities 
themselves. I was surprised to learn yesterday that a few days ago the authorities 
here to^k objection to a headline in the Hindustan Times to the c‘ffect that about 
one lakh of people were dying weekly of starvation in Bengal. The statement made 
by the Hindustan Times cannot be said to be wide of the mark. Similar statements 
have been made by persons connected with public life, some of whom are memb^s 
of this House. Yet, Sir, a meeting of the Press Advisory Committee was called to 
consider the matter and it was only as a result of a strong expression of opinion 
on the subject by the Committee that the authorities changed their mind. 

Again, Sir, I understand that on the 9th August last the agents of the C. I. D. 
went to the Hindustan Times office in the small hours of the morning and instructed 
the Managing Editor to defer the publication of the newsi)aper till the issue for that 
day had been examined by the authoriti(‘s. The authorities had no information 
that any particular item contained in the newspaper was of an undesirable character. 
They took the action that I have just referred I suppose merely because of the 
suspicion that the 9th August being the anniversary of the disturbances that took 
place in August, 1942 i\vd HindusUin Times might publish articles wJiieh would bo 
undesirable in the public interest. 

Sir, I hope^that the instances that I have given have made it clear Jto c^very 
member of this House that the agreement that was arrived at bet ween the press and 
the Central Government and the Proyincial Govcriuuents with the exception of tho 
Punjab is' not being kept in the spirit in many cases. One could understand the res- 
trictions on tho publication of news in August, 1942. But things have changed so 
completely since then that tho Government of the United Provinces liavo felt them- 
selves justified in cancelling the restrictive orders passed by them. Is there any 
reason why the Central Government and the other Provincial Governments should 
not follow suit and leave the press tho freedom that it enjoyed so long as the system 
of consultation with the Press Advisory Committees was in force. The Govern- 
ment of India may say that there are no 8|)ecific regulations at present in force of 
which any reasonable editor can complain. But, Sir, whether tlwire are or there 
are not any regulations to which journalists can object, there is no doubt that tho 
practice both of the Central and Provincial authorities is such as to create consid- 
erable dissatisfaction in the country. The time has come when they should 
revise their policy. There is no justification whatsoever for trying to control tho 
publication of news strictly at tho present time. I hope, therefore, that my Resolu- 
tion will find favour with tho authorities. The course that I have suggested 
is not in the slightest degree prejudicial to tho public interest. Indeed the 
instances that I have given show that the freedom of the press is desirable in the 
interests of the country at largo and that the restrictions under which the news 
papers have had to work have resulted in great harm to the country in vital matters.* 

The Honourable Mr. V. V. KALIKAR (Central Provinces : General) : Sir, I 
rise to support the Resolution so eloquently moved by my Honourable friend Dr. 
Kunzru. Sir, the press in a country which is ruled by an irresponsible Government, 
a Government which is not responsible to the Legislature, is always smothered - 
and gagged and the public is not expected to be guided by the views of the press. 
For this situation the bureaucracy of the country is responsible, because no sun- 
dried bureaucracy will -ever tolerate any news or comment that is not agreeable 
to them. 

Lord Morley once remarked whether there can be a free Press in a country which 
is ruled' by bureaucracy and he was perfectly right. Sir, in stating that a country 
which is ruled by bureaucracy which is not responsible to the public opinion can 
have no free Press, and I, therefore, submit, Sir, that I do not wonder that the Gov- 
ernment of India or the Provincial Governments have placed such restrictions on the 
Press. If the Governments, I mean the Central Government and the Provincial' 
Governments, desire that they should get correct news, if they really desire in the^ 
nterest of the public that the public opimon should be guided by the exposition:^ 
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and comments that appear in a free Press they would never have placed these 
restrictions and gagged the Press. Brjt, Sir, we know that the Press wields a gresut 
infl.ience in moulding public opinion, which is unpalatable to the bureaucracy and 
..therefore under the pretext of an emergency they try to place rigid restrictions 
on the Press. Sir, one can admit — and I agree ; I concede the position — that 
in times of emergency such restrictions have to be placed op the Press, but, Sir, 
there is a limit to it and we find, Sir, that the Government under this pretext or that 
pretext wants to take action against the, Press without convincing the public opinion 
that for issuing certain restrictions such an emergency exists. 

I shall bring to the notice of the House the case of a paper in my Province, Sir. 
I do not want to indulge in personalities and I do not want to disclose the name of 
the paper, but the Government know that a certain paper in my Province piiblished 
the news of the resignation Tof the ex-Chief Secretary of Bengal. That news was 
published on the 21st of August, 1943. The Provincial Government, Sir, issued 
an order on the editor of that paper on 28th of September asking the editor to dis- 
close the name of the correspondent within three days. Sir, naturally the editor 
was on the horns of a dilemma. If he’discloses the name he will bo held responsible 
by his colleagues for violating the practice of his profession, he will be going against 
his professional code of honour. If he does not disclose the name he comes under 
the mischief of that rule. Sir, the Government of India issued a Communique 
later on supporting, I may say directly, the action of the Provincial Government 
in issuing that order. I fail to understand, Sir, where was the emergency. The 
news appeared that a particular gentleman resigned from the I. C. S. on certain 
grounds. The Government of India ought to have issued a Communique con- 
tradicting the news but what did they do, Sir, in this matter ? They supported 
the action of the Provincial Government at the same time giving out in their Com- 
munique that they do not want to probe into confidential matters of tlio editor^ 

■ That means, Sir, that not only they want to bring the editors into trouble but those 
who serve the papers, that is their correspondents they want to bring them into 
trouble also. The Central Legislature *has given the power under the Defence of 
India Act to the executive to use that power for the defence of the country, for prose- 
cuting the war effort, for maintaining law and order. Now, I want to Icnow, Sir, 
from the Government of India whether any of these conditions were violated when 
the news was published by that paper. Sir, the position is this. The Government 
of India admitted in their Communique that they do not want to interfere with 
the practice of an editor having confidential relations with his correspondeTits, but 
they supported the action of the Provincial Government that the editor must dis- 
close the name of his correspondent within three days or he will be prosecuted. I 
am glad to note. Sir, that common sensie dawned after all on the Government of 
India and the matter was drop])cd but this is a situation that arises on account of 
these restrictions. 

Let us take the case of the Amrita Bdzar Patrika, What has the Arnrita Bazar 
Patrika done ^ The Amrita Bazar Patrika simply wrote certain articles about the 
maladministration of the food situation in Bengal and two orders under the Defence 
of India Rules have been issued against that paper. One order related to pre-censor- 
ship and the other said that the preceding order should not be published in any 
document ; document means newspaper. You issue an order and then you hit 
tho paper in the back with the instruction that the order should not be commented 
upon. What is tho use of saying that wo give latitude to the Press : we allow the 
Press free publication of news and we allow the responsible Press to have fair com- 
ments on all news of public importance ? 

Sir, my Honourable friend Pandit Kunxru has already dealt with the question 
fio eloquently. We had a debate in this House, Sir, last year on this very que«;tion* 
But 1 am surprised to see that the Government of India, even after tlie distur- 
bances have ceased and the political situation has eased, have not taken care to 
modify their attitude and bring pressure to bear upon the Provincial Governments 
to modify their attitude in this connection. If the Government of India really 
think that the Press is needed in the public interest, then restrictions of this nasty 
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kind should be avoided. Mr. Grant Ferris, a Tory M, P., says about your restric- 
tions that they are bad indeed. . He has observed that the restrictions about the 
Press in India are indeed bad, and that this would not happen in England except 
jn the case of war news likely to be of value to the enemy. Of course ho can say 
^o. If there had been restrictions of this kind on the Press in England, the Churchill 
Goveriynent would have^gone out of office. We know that you are not responsible 
to us. The only thing we con do is to have a debate in the House and give you 
some suggestions. We know that if you had been responsible to us you would 
never have dared to place such nasty restrictions on the Press. 

Sir, I hope that the Government of India will recon uder their position in this 
matter and modify the restrictions which have completely muzzled the Press in India. 

The Honourable Mr. E. CONRAN-SMTTH (Home Secretary): Mr. President, 
Sir, irresjionsible, sun-dried bureaucrat as I am — I might remind my Honourable 
friend Mr. Kalikar that that phrase is now di-modi ; “ dehydrated bureaucrat ” 
is the latest parlance — I nevertheless credit my Honourable friend with the best 
motives in moving this Resolution. I am sure he has at heart the interest not only , 
of the Press but of the community at large, to whom a free Press is one of its most 
valued assets. Government, as I think their policy has amply demonstrated, in 
spite of what the Honourable Mover and my Honourable friend Mr. Kalikar have 
said, is also sincerely concerned to see that that freedom is preserved, so far as it 
can bo consistently with the overriding demands of security and the demands of 
a totalitarian war. I have therefore approaclmi my Honourable friond^s Resolu- 
tion with every sympathy, and have carefully analysed its contents with a view 
to seeing whether Government’s present poli(‘y does need anj’ rovi'^ion in the light 
of what has been said today on the floor of this House, and, if it does, whether the 
Resolution moved by my Honourable friend could be regarded as acceptable. 

Let me say at once that in order to commend his Resolution to this House 
it was the duty of the Honourable the Mover to jirove that there were in fact res- 
trictions on the Press. How weak was his case he showed at the end of his speech 
by adding, as an afterthought and probably to spike my guns, that although there 
might not be any general restrictions in force, nevertheless Government’s attitude 
was this and that. I think, Sir, he showexi then that he knew his case was a weak 
one, and that Government have not imposed general restrictions in order to muzzle 
the Press. Let me also say that my conclusion on the second question which 
I mentioned just now, that is, whether the Resolution in its present form could 
be regarded as acceptable, is quite definitely that no Government in the world could 
bind itself in the manner required by the Resolution. But Government’s policy 
is entirely in accord with the spirit of that Resolution, though not with its letter. 

Having said that, it would probably help if I restated the Gowornment’s policy, 
I say restated, because it has been stated many times, both recently and previously. 
Government’s policy is, and always has been, to rely as much as possible on the 
restraint voluntarily imposed upon itself by the Press and on co-operation through 
Press Advisory Committees, and as little as possible on statutory control. On the 
whole, I think it may be said, — and I say it very gladly, — that the policy to which 
I have referred has worked well, in spite of the instances gathered from the limbo 
•of the past and from various provinces quoted by my Honourable friend to prove 
the contrary. The degree of its success has inevitably varied with local conditions. 
But in some provinces at least I can confidently assert that the system has worked 
well. 

So far as Provincial Governments are concerned, it is the policy of the Central 
‘Government to give general guidance to those Governments in the matter of Press 
control in regard to any particular matter in respect of which they feel such guidance 
is necessary. Apart from that, their policy is to leave it to Provincial Governments 
to adjust local control to local conditions, and, in making this adjustment, as the 
Housealready knows, they have the benefit of the local Advisory Committees.* But 
my Honourable friend is prepared entirely to disregard the statute. Ho is prepar- 
ed to ask the Central Government to invade the provincial sphere at every point, 
d do not know how* his views on that subject would be received in the provinces, 
but 1 suggest to him that he is going a great deal further than the provinces them- 
selves would welcome. As it is, provinces know perfectly well the views of the 
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Central Government on the general question of policy, and those views are that 
the less the statutory control, the better. 

I' 

Well, Sir, I have stated, in very general terms, Government’s policy in respect 
of Press control. Honourable Members of this House will, I know, recogipse that 
in the conditions of a w^ar such as that being waged at present, where the future of 
civilization is at stake, security considerations must come first, and those consi* 
der^itions inevitably require some restriction on complete freedom, whether self- 
imposed or, if necessity requires it, imposed from without. It is the desire of Gov- 
ernment to make that restrictions as light as possible both in the interests of the 
Press and of the community which it serves. No authority charged with the grave 
responsibility which falls on Government in these momentous days could be more 
anxious than are tlie Government of India to avoid intcifering more than is neces- 
sary with the freedom of the Pre.ss and to avoid taking any steps likely to impair 
those good relations with the Press which it is their sincere desire to maintain. 
Nevertheless, I repeat it is a fact, and a fact which the responsible Press has appre- 
ciated and accepted, that there must be new^s — even factual news — publicity in 
regard to w hich must at times be regulated in the interests of the common war effi)rt. 
As I have said before on the floor of this House, our enemies are waiting and watching 
to twist and convert to their own use any information which they can obtain re- 
garding conditions in this countiy and we must be continually on our guard against 
supplying them with the material for which they crave. I would ask my Honour- 
able fVieiid the Mov(*r of this Resolution to bear that in mind wdicn he makes these 
references to restrictions or to delay in publication of news regarding cyclones and 
other disasters in Bengal. He will himself realise that a cyclone which upsets com- 
munications, if it is broadcast to the world, is a definite invitation to our enemies 
to take advantage of that present dislocation and therefore it is definitely in the 
interests of India and the war that that sort of thing should not be bruited abroad 
until communications are more or less restored. Well, Sir, in spite of the instances 
collected by my Honourable friend for the purpose of ammunition, I maintain, — 
and I think the House will agree with me, — ^that the columns of the newspapers 
published. in India provide ample evidence of the truth of what I have said, namely, 
that the Press in India possesses in general a remarkable freedom even in these 
days when war imposes so many restraints both on the individual and the commu- 
nity. My Honourable friend may not like my saying this, but as he is well aware, 
visitors from abroad have commented on the freedom enjoyed by the Press in this 
country which far exceeds anything fo be found in the more regimented countriea 
of the world today. 

My Honourable friend has exercised his powders of self-deception if he has 
really convinced himself that the Press in India is muzzled to the extent which he 
would have us believe. Ho suggests, though he rather modified this afterwards, 
that there are in fact general restrictions in force on the publication of news not 
relating to the war, but I myself know of no evidence in support of this suggestion. 

I read my daily papers and as regards the famine in Bengal I find ample evidence 
to the contrary of what my Honourable friend said. If ho asserts that there are 
such restrictions, their effect on the publication of news and on comments thereon, 
is not obvious. It is perhaps the habit of all of us to use different spectacles accord- 
ing to the case which we have to support. Thus I might quote my Honourable 
friend’s speech last Friday made on the floor of this House when he was speaking^ 
on famine conditions in Bengal. Th^e are his words : 

** It is olear from the facts that are being published in abundance in the newspapers that the 
severity of the famine is increasing.” 

In other w'ords, on that particular occasion, my Honourable friend found plenty 
of evidence in the papers of free publication of news. But when he comes to attack 
Government on another score he finds the news somehow different. 

Well, Sir, my Honourable friend, as' I said just now, has dealt with certain, 
individual oases in which he has accused Provincial Governments of being unfair 
to the Press. I camiot undertake in a debate on the floor of this House to deal with 
oases of individual orders passed in the Provinces ip the light of local conditions and 
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of the attitude of the local Press. I may, however, observe in pase^ that I think 
my Honourable friend Mr. Kalikar was rather unfortunate in his choice of the 
** Hitavada case. That case is fortunately, I believe, on the way to settlement. 

3ut it was hot a case olf “ common sense (pawning on.the Government of India 
Possibly it does take a little time sometimes for common sense to dawn on the Gov- 
ernment of India but in the case quoted by the Honourable Mr. Kalikar, the editor 
himself sensibly recognised that he had not altogether appreciated the significance 
of his reference to censorship. However, cases do occur — and here I am sure Honojur- 
able Members will agree with me — where through errors of human judgment or 
for other causes into which I need not now enter, matter may be published in the 
Press which in time of war and at a time of considerable public apprehension can 
only do harm. Tn such cases the Government must in the public interest take action 
to prevent a repetition of such publicit 3 ^ 

Having said that, it will be helpful to this House if I state the actual position 
today. The only general restriction of a statutory nature imposed by the Central 
(Jovernment on the Press now in force is the order promulgated under Defence 
Rule 41, of which a good deal has been made by my Honourable friends opposite 
on previous occasions, requiring Mr. Louis Fischer’s writings about India to be sub- 
mitted for pre-censorship before publication. Apart from this order, and any 
restriction orders that may be in force in the Provinces, such control as exists is 
based on the Press Instructions for war and the agreement reached between the 
Government of India and the Press in November, 1940, which is commonly known 
as the Delhi Agreement. 

I should now like to say just a word or two about the actual terms in which 
the Resolution is drawn. The Resolution seeks to draw a shaip distinction between 
news, the publication of which relates to the war, and that \vhich relates to internal 
political conditions and the economic well-being of the people. It suggests tho’ 
possibility of drawing up, without reference to the actual circumstances of the 
moment, an abstract statement of different types of news classified as related and not 
related to the war. My Honourable friend presupposes a world very different from 
that in which the aggression of dictators has plunged us. Totalitarian war is fought 
and won or lost on the home as well as on the operational front, and, on both, morale 
has to be maintained. It is clearly not possible, therefore, to draw a dividing line 
between news, the publication of which relates to the war, and that the publica- 
tion of which relates to internal political conditions and the economic well-being 
of the people. It is easy to see how the presentation of news regarding the latter 
might affect morale and hinder an all-out war effort. Nor indeed do I think that 
such a distinction would be in accord with the terms of the Bombay resolution of 
the All India Newspaper Editors’ Conference or the Delhi agreement. 

The Government attach considerable importance to this gentleman’s agreement, 
for implicit in it is the understanding that the Press itself does not wish to create 
difficulties for Government or to impede their war efibrt. The phrase “ impeding 
the war effort ” necessarily embraces a wide range of activities and it obviously can- 
not be confined to the presentation of news strictly relating to the war in terms of 
my Honourable friend’s Resolution. 

One other point of detail, Sir, before I sit down. Mr. Kalikar in his attack on 
the “ irresponsible Government ” made some reference to the fact that the Press could 
never be free under such a Government as this. I wonder if he read the B. B. C. 
broadcast in which the views of the present i^Jigh Commissioner for India in London 
on press control under a responsible Government were given to the world. If he did 
not, I commend them to his attention and he may perhaps find an answer to the 
attack which he made on this particular Government. 

Well, Sir, I hope I have said enough to show 'my Honourable friend that his 
attempted distinction could never. in practice be applied. Nor could any Govern- 
ment, responsible or otherwise, divest themselves, as the Resolution asks them to do, 
of their responsibility for seeing so far as they can that nothing is said or done which 
might endanger the efficient prosecution of a war in which so much is at st^ke. 

In conclusion, Sir, I repeat that although Government cannot accept a Resolu- 
tion couched in those rigid terms, I consider that thef are already following a policy 
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in accordance with the spirit underlying my Honourable friend’s Resolution and they 
will continue to do so ; and I suggest to my Honourable friend that in view of that 
aesurance he might honourably withdraw his Resolution. 

The Honourable Pandit HIRDAY NATH KUNZRU : « Mr. President, my 
Honourable friend Mr. Conran-Smith, instead of facing the facts and dealing wilh the 
Instances that I have given of the manner in which control over the publication of 
■news was being worked both in Delhi and in the Provinces, contented himself with 
enuficiating a number of general principles. He asked us to believe that the Govern- 
ment of India wanted to preserve the freedom of the Press and that their view was 
that the less control there was the better. He also expressed his amazement at the 
complaint made by me in face of the freedom, the remarkable freedom, to use his own 
words, enjoyed by the Press at a time like this. The general statements that he 
miade do not carry us far. Whatever the policy of Government may be in theory, 
it has to be shown that it is being worked in practice in accordance with their claim. 
Jf, however, the policy gives rise to practical grievances, grievances which are brought 
to the notice of the authorities by responsible newspaper men, then I think that it is 
not enough in dealing with the question of the freedom of the Press merely tp say that 
the Government of India do not wish that any undue restrictions should be placed 
on the Press. 

Another general observation which my Honourable friend made was that I had 
failed to show that there were any regulations imposing restriction on the public£^- 
tion of news not relating to the war. As regards the Punjab Government, Sir, I 
stated very clearly that the restrictive orders issued in August, 1940 had not 
yet been withdrawn there. 

The Honourable Mr. E. CONRAN-SMITH : On a point of explanation, Sir, 
I think I said general restrictions. Obviously Government cannot accept a Resolu- 
tion like this if it is directed only at the action of one particular Government. 

The Honourable Pandit HIRDAY NATH KUNZRU: The Honourable 
Member when he was speaking should I think have had the fairness to recognise that 
so far as the Punjab was concerned it had not changed its old practice in any way 
and that it was acting as if nothing had happened in the country during the last 18 
months to warrant the Government in following a new' i)olicy. 

Apart from this, Sir, the public is not concerned with the precise authority under 
w^hich restrictive orders are issued. Whether the press is controlled by means of 
regulations issued under the Defence of India Rules by the Central Government or 
the Provincial Governments or it is controlled by means of general press instructions, 
the result is the same. I was fully aware of the fact that the Government 
of India had agreed to the view expressed by the All-India Newspaper Editors’ 
Conference in November, 1942 and withdrawn the orders imposing pre- censorship. 
But that by itself is not enough. If we find that in Delhi itself, notwithstanding 
the withdrawal of those orders, the freedom of the Press is being restricted or news- 
paper men are being made to feel that they cannot publish news which cannot in any 
way be regarded as prejudicial to the maintenance of law and order without being 
called to account by the authorities, it is idle to say that the Press enjoys free- 
dom. Sir, I maintain that it was the clear duty of my Honourable friend if he wanted 
to prove his contention to deal with the specific grievances that I brought to his 
notice. But he refrained from doing so on the ground that the Government of India 
could not publicly discuss individual cases relating to the action taken by the Provin- 
cial Governments in circumstances of which they only could be fully aware. 

Sir, my Honourable friend forgot when he made this remark that the Provin- 
cial Governments enjoy power to control the Press under Rules made under 
the Defence of India Act which was passed by the Central Legislature. If the 
Provincial Governments derive .their authority from rules made by the Central 
Government it is obviously necessary for the Central Government to see that 
the authority enjoyed by them is not used in an improper manner. My Honourable 
friend asked me to consider when I was asking the Central Government to interfere 
with the discretion of the authorities how my views would be liked by the Provincial 
Governments. Sir, I did not ask my Honourable friend to interfere in all questions 
of the provincial policy but there are certain matters, I think, in which uniformity of 
action is desirable at the present time* The restrictions that I have referred to in my 
Resolution are a consequence of the war. To ask the Government of India at a time 
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like this to use their influence or au^^hority in order to bring about unitbrmity of action 
between themselves and the Local Governments, and to see that the freedom of the 
Press is not encroached on, is not to ask that Provincial Autonomy should be done 
'^away with. The Central Government themselves have adopted a policy in regard 
to the procurement and distribution of food which seriously curtails irhe powers which 
the Pfovincial Governments formerly enjoyed. In view of this, it is rather surprising 
that my Honourable friend Mr. Conran-Smith should contend that I was asking the 
Central Government to interfere with the discretion of the Provincial Governments 
in matters relating to their own Provinces. Sir, Mr. Conran-Smith said that itVas 
the general policy of the Central Government to give guidance to Local Governments 
in respect of Press control where such guidance appeared desirable. It had never 
been stated before on behalf of the Government of India that this was definitely 
their policy. Whenever discussions have taken place here regarding the freedom of 
the Press in the Provinces the matter has been dealt with as if the autonomy of the 
Provinces would bo encroached on if the Central Government brought any pressure 
to bear on them. I welcome, however, the policy enunciated by my Honourable 
friend and the request made by me is, I think^ quite in consonance with the policy 
laid down by him. 

Sir, my Honourable friend dealt specifically only with one of the cases that I 
cited and that was the delay in the publication of the news relating to the Midnapore 
cyclone. He justified it on the ground that it would have proved of value to the 
enemy and yet he remained absolutely silent with regard to the suppression of the 
truth relating to the famine in Bengal. The Provincial Governments went so far in 
suppressing the news regarding the Bengal situation that I understand that the Bihar 
Government issued an order under the Defence of India Rules imposing pre-censor- 
ship on the publication of news relating to the famine in Bengal and prohibiting the 
prominent display of such news. What effect this has had on the vital interests of 
Bengal is well known to us. Yet my Honourable friend observed studious silence in 
regard to this matter. 

Another specific case, Sir, which Mr. Conran-Smith referred to was that of 
the Hitavada, My Honourable friend said in reply to some observations of 
Mr. Kalikar that so far from common sense dawning on the Government of 
India it was the editor of the Hitavada who had admitted that he had not appre- 
ciated the connection between the news published by him and the censorship. So 
far as I know. Sir, all that ho has said is that he did not derive his information from 
any source connected with the Bengal Censor. Indeed, as the Government main- 
tain that the news published by the Hitavada was absolutely wrong they cannot at 
the same time assert that it must have been obtained through the Censor’s office or 
through someone connected with him. Their position is self-contradictory. If the 
editor of the Hitavada pointed out that the Government were under a complete mis- 
apprehension in thinking that there had been any leakage of information in the 
office of the Censor, I do not think that it can be fairly said that he had changed his 
position in any way. I am fully conversant, Sir, with the facts relating to the Hita- 
voida case and I am prepared to assume full responsibility for what appeared in that 
paper. The editor of the paper consulted me, as indeed he was bound to do, in re- 
gard to the order served on him under the Defence of India Rules and it was with my 
fullest concurrence that he declined to comply with it. I think that the position of 
the Government of India was absolutely indefensible, and I am glad that, realising 
this, they propose to withdraw their order. 

Sir, whatever the intentions of the Central Government may be, and whatever 
the advice that they may have given to the Provincial Governments, the manner in 
which the press instructions are being made use of can leave no reasonable-minded 
man in any doubt regarding their restrictive nature. It may not always be possible 
to discriminate, between news of different kinds. Yet I think that the broad dis- 
tinction suggested by me is of such a character as to be understood by all conc^ned 
and is perfectly workable. We all recognise that in an emergency like the present 
some restrictions have to be placed on the publication of news. But all that we 
desire is that Government should not go beyond the necessities of the case. Even 
last year, when the Government was strongly criticized, and perfectly, legitimately 
^criticized, both in this House and in the Legislative Assembly for their policy, no one 
suggested that no restriction should be placed on the publication of news. All that 
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was wanted was that the Frees Advisers should use |bhe vast powers confen^ on 
them in a reasonable manner. , 

I have shown, Sir, that whatever thfe policy of the Government of India may be, ' 
in spite of the Withdrawal of the regulations imposed last year, the practice that is 
being- followed both by them and by several Provincial Governments is objebtion- 
able. It is necessary for them to look into the instances mentioned by me and to 
use their power to guide the local Governments rightly in controlling the ftess. This, 
Sir,*was the purpose of my Resolution. I hope th^t I have made it clear to my 
Honourable friends opposite that I am not asking that the Press should be left free 
to decide for itself what news it should publish. It must accept certain restrictions 
which the situatifln renders necessary. But I do desire that it should be left the 
maximum amount of freedom possible. The restrictive regulations that *1 have 
complained of were imposed in special circumstances last year. Those circumstances 
exist no longer. Why is it not possible for Government, then, to revert to the state 
of things which existed before August, 1942, and to say that both in theory and 
practice the Press will enjoy freedom that on the whole it did then ? 

The situation being what it is, I cannot withdraw my Resolution. I consider it 
nijr duty to ask the Council to vote on it. 

The Honoukable Mr. E. CONRAN-SMITH : Sir, I do not want to add any- 
thing to the remarks I have already made, but I should just like to touch on two 
points referred to by my Honourable friend. 

My Honourable friend the Mover has accused me of meeting his Resolution with 
general observations, and, in doing so, he charged me with not referring in particular 
to what he called restrictions on rei)orting the famine in Bengal. I would remind 
him that, so far as news inside India is concerned, I said in effect that the proof of the 
pudding is in the eating, and that he himself had recognised in his recent speech that 
the facts are reported in abundance. 

The Honourable Pandit HIRDAY NATH KUNZRU : News of that charac- 
ter is being published now. I complained of the restrictions imposed On foreign 
correspondents and on correspondents oT newspapers in India some time ago. 

The Honourable Mr. E. CONKAN-SMITH : I was dealing with the present 
and the future ; I do not see any reason to go dedving into'Hihe past. 

As regards the restrictions, as alk^ged by my Honourable friend, on the reporting 
of news abroad, that point was adequately dealt with by the Honourable Member 
for Information and Broadcasting in another place quite recently, and I therefore 
purposely refrained from dealing with it. ^ 

One other point. My Honourable friend— not on purpose, I am sure — ^has 
rather misquoted what I said about the Hitavada case. I said I believed that the 
editor had very properly recognised that he had not previously appreciated the signi- 
ficance of his reference to censorship. And that, I think, is a correct statement. 
That is all that I have to say. 

The Honourable the PRESIDENT : The Motion is that the following Re- 
solution be adopted : — 

“ This Council recommends to. the Governor-General in Council to remove all restrictions on 
the publication oT news ntot relating to the war and in particular news relating to the internal 
political conditions and the economic well-being of the people, and to persuade the Provincial 
Governments to adopt the same policy.” 

The Motion was negatived. 

RESOLUTION RE MODIFICATION OF THE CRIPPS PROPOSAL. 

The Honourable the PRESIDENT : We must proceed to the next Resolu- 
tion upw. We have got a lot of work before us. 

The Honourable Mr. G. S. MOTILAL (Bombay : Non-Muhammadan) : If 
you like, we can adjourn for Lunch, and I will move the Resolution after Lunch. 

The Honourable the PRESIDENT ; Let tlie Honourable Member move the 
Resolution and make his remarks now, and the discussion will proceed after Lunch. 

The Honourable Mr. G. S. MOTILAL : Sir, I move : — 

” That this Council recommends to the Governor General in Couneil to convey the request 
of this Council to His Maje8ty*8 Government to modify the Cripps Frepesali so as to make them 
acceptable to the people of India.” 
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Sir, primarily there are two forces which are concerned with the freedom of India 
and the settlement of the constitutional issues relating to this coimtry . I deliberately 
say primarily and I wish the Honourable Members to note my emphasis on this ex- 
V, pression. Of the two primary forces, all Ind ans collectivAy represent one force and 
the people of England collectively the other force. We have within our national life 
imp(^ant elements, they being Indians of the Congress mind, of the Muslim L3aguo 
mind, of the Hindu Sabha mind and last but not least, the rulers and the people of 
the Indian States. In the national life of England the important elements are the 
Conservatives, the Liberals and the Labourites or the Socialists. Mr. Churchill 
represents the diehard type of Imperialism, the others are more liberal and less of 
imperialists. Even diehard Churchill, after opposing the clauses of the Constitu- 
tional Act of 1935, relented and ultimately wished for its successful working. Ho 
has in recent years stated in his speeches that he was not appointed First Minister 
by the King to preside over the liquidation of his empire and he has repeated the 
statemehTagain. My reply to him is that if the ei^tablishment of responsible govern- 
ment in India amounts to the liquidation of the British Empire, he has been appoint* 
ed to perform and carry out that glorious mission. No empires endure for ever. 
They come and go but they are judged in history by the landmarks they leave behind, 
and the contribution they make towards the advancement of the human race. It 
, has been said by a hign constitutional authority that the givatest contribution which 
the British have made to the progress of mankind is the art of self-government. This 
contribution will remain incomplete unless and until self-govermnent is established 
in India. They have already established responsible govenunent in other Domiiiions 
and it would be a day of legitimate pride for them wlien they establish it in India. 
Mr. Churchill cannot bo ignorant of the direction of the King conveyed to the Gover- 
nor General in the Instrument of Instructions that it was their will and pleasure that 
their Governor General should so exercise the trust which they had reposed in him 
that the partnership between India and the United Kingdom within their Empire 
may be furthered to the end that India may attain its duo place among their Domi- 
nions. This is not all. The British Parliament went further and With the authority 
of His Majesty’s Government, the Viceroy in his speech made on the 10th of January, 
1 940, said : — 

“His Majesty’s Government have mtado it clear, both through statomonts issued by myself 
And in Parliaihent, that tht'ir objective for India is full Dominion Status, Dominion Status too, 
aj the Statute of the We^tminMer Variety 

Before the enactment of the Westminster Statute, the Dominions wore de facto 
independent states but they were madt? iadependont stab^s de jure after the passing 
of the said Act. The promise of Dominion Status of the Westminster variety was a 
promise of virtual independence for India. But the time of its fulfilment was left 
vague and indefinite. Naturally Jndia a^uld.not be satisfied with such vagueness. 
The history of the British Rule in India contains many instances of pledges and 
promises pleasing to the car but put off to the uncertain future for their actual fulfil- 
ment. The fulfilment of these promises must necessarily entail the liquidation of 
the British Empire. India has made her position very clear. We want Independ- 
ence, complete and undiluted. That is the aim of all political parties including the 
Congress, the Muslim League, and the Hindu Sabha, except perhaps of the Liberal 
Federation. It was Mr. Churchiirs Government that sent Sir Stafford Cripps tO 
India with certain proposals. These proposals conceded to India the right to frame 
and determine her constitution, though immediately upon the cessation of hostilities, 
through a Constituent Assembly of her own and the British Government further 
undertook to accept and implement forthwith the constitution framed by the said 
Assembly. Sir Strafford Cripps, while explaining these proposals nlade it clear that 
it would be open for India to secede from the British Empire if it so chooses. I sub- 
mit, Sir, that the liquidation of the British Empire has boon already agreed upon so 
far as India is concerned. Mr. Churchill is a Piaster of the Engli^ Language and 
I am sure that some day he would be able to reconcile and explain away his objection 
to the liquidation of the Empire with the promises and pledges of Independence for 
India. 

Empires, Sir, cause jealousy and produce w€wps. Britain to my mind is paying 
a heavy price for her Indian Empire. Berlin and Tokyo broadcasts indulge in effu- 
fiions over Britain’s Indian Empire but have not a word to utter in connection with 
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Britain’s relations with her self Governing Dominions. A free and strong India wiD^ 

I believe, be a greater asset to Britian tjian India in bondage. Let us not forget the ^ 
adage that virtue is its own reward and vice is its own punishment. Th^re can be no- 
freedom for the world when India, with one fifth of humanity, is denied freedom. 

I now turn, Sir, to Strafford Cripps’ proposals. They have been aptly described 
by Mahatma Gandhi as “ a post-dated cheque”. To this some one added the 
words on a failing Bank ” which he never uttered. The unanimous rejection of 
these proposals by all political parties in India demonstrates serious defects therein 
which make their acceptance impossible. The proposals need substantial modifica- 
tions and though the scheme embodied therein may apparently be very attractive 
so far as the future constitution of India is concerned, the arrangom mt suggested for 
the actual present is extremely disappointing and does not constitute any real ad- 
vance. It was simply a rehearsal of the old story that the party leaders should enter 
the Governor Generars Executive Council with the “ privileges and obligations” 
attached to their offices under the Act of 1919. This was in one sense a retrograde 
step. Our objection to these proposals becomes easier to understand and appreciate 
when one rtalises that the Act of 1935 abolish.ns the Governor Generars Executive 
Coiincillorships and provides for the creation of a Council of Minist<T3 responsible to 
the Legislature to be entrusted with the charge practically of all activities and depart- 
ments of Government, except that of Defence and External Affairs. I do not ignore 
the limitations imposed which curtailed responsibility in many respects but no popu- 
lar political party could go back to a discarded system of biiroaucratic administration. 

I am also aw are that tlie powers of the Memb(*rs of the Executive Council under the 
Act of 1919 are larger in certain respects than those of the Ministers und t the Act 
of 1935 but they only of an academic vain *. Other provisions of the Act noga^ 
tive them efftjctively. 

The last paragraph of Sir Stafford Cripps’ Proposals is worth being quoted 
here : ' 

“ During the critical period which now faces India and until the now constitution can bo 
framed His Majesty’s Government mu8t^ inevitably bear the responsibility for and retain the 
control and direction of the Defence of India as part of their world war effort but the tasks of 
organizing to the full the military, moral and material resources of India must bo the respon- 
sibility of the Government of India with the co-operation of the peoples of India. 

His Majesty’s Government desire and invite the immediate and effective participation of the 
leaders of the principal sections of the Indian people in the counsels of their country, of the 
Commonwealth and of the United Nations. Thus they will bo enabled to give their active and 
constructive help in the discharge of a task which is vital and essential for the future freedom of 
India 

The language of this paragraph implies that during the period of War , except 
for the Defence of India as part of thq World War effort, responsibility for all Depart- 
ments of State is to cease to be the concern of His Majesty’s Government and by 
implication the Government of India is to be responsible to the people of India and 
not to the British Parliament. Sir Stafford Cripps in his early talks with the Congress 
President assured him that what was contc^mplated was a National Government. 
The position of the Viceroy vis-a-vis the Government would be the 8a.mo as that of 
a constitutional monarch in relation to his Cabinet. The negotiations on this basis 
went on for some time and it was further agreed that there was to bo a Defence Mem- 
ber who would be an Indian and a War Minister who would be the Commander-iii- 
Chief. Then came a sudden change. Some fly in the ointment appeared. I do not 
know what it was that made the authorities change their mind and harp back upon 
the expansion of the Executive Coimoil<without any real responsibility, thus creating 
the present political deadlock the solution of which is an urgent and imperative need 
of the day. 

The proposals as they stand tend to destroy the unity of India by opening the 
door fpr the creation of more than one union. In the eyes of many patriotic Inmans 
it was a blunder of the first magnitude to encourage the disruption of the political 
unity of India. The proposals should have boon so designed as to preserve the 
unity of India and at the same time meet the reasonable demands of all oommuiiities. 

I would earnestly request my Muslim friands that they should consider the question 
dispassionately. Political unity and division are not the factors which help or hinder^ 
religion. Communities with greater diflferences have entered into federation for 
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mutual interests. If divisions will weaken India, it will also weaken the Pakistan 
states more. 

In conclusion I should like to say to the Grovernment that they should cease to 
exploit our difFeroncea. There were no Hintlu and Muslim differences in Burma and 
yet> the Burmaus Afare not given freedom and they were driven to dispair. All that 
I w^ant is that the proposals should be so modified as to make them acceptable not 
only to the Hindus, not only to the Muslims, not only to the Princes but to all of 
them. It is the policy of the Govormnont to favour one section in proferance to the 
other that creates difficulties and 0110.3 the British Government make up the'r fiiind 
to hand over India to Ind‘aus, all such difficulties will immadif^ly vanish and India 
will settle her internal differences. 

The Honourable Sir MAHOMED USMAN (Leader of the House) ; Sir* 
the recommendation contained in the resolution is that the Governor General in 
Council should convoy to Hfs Majesty’s Government the request of the Council of 
State for the modification of the Cripps proposals so as to make them acceptable 
to the people of India. The position is that in the Cripps proposals His Majesty’s 
Government made certain suggestions for the solution of the political problem' in 
India ; and for reasons into which we need not go at this juncture, the important 
parties in India rejected the proposals. They Avere then withdraA^m. The Secre- 
• tary of State explained the implications of the withdraA\'al of the offer in his speech 
in the House of Commons on the 28th April, 1942, from which I quote relevant 
extracts — 

“ It has been asked what ia precisely meant by the withdrawal of the diaft declaration. 
What we have certainly not withdrawn is our main object and purpose, namely, that India 
should E8 soon as possible, obtain full freedom under constitutional arrangoments of her own 
devising and suited to her own peculiar conditions. Oti the other hand, the particular method 
which wo snggeatoJ for arriving at a constitutional settlement, more particularly the present 
provincial basis, both for sotting up a constitution making assembly and for non*acc(^srion, is 
not meeting with sufficient support for us to press it further. It may be that alternative method 
might arise which might foim a better basis for the definition of boundaries and might give 
representation for smaller elements such as Sikhs whoso natural aspirations we appreciate. It 
is for Indians themselves to improve on our suggestions if they can. 

As regards the interim situation, the particular proposals made by Sir Stafford Cripps in 
order to secure the whole-hearted co-operation of the Congress as well as the other political 
parties have, of course, lapsed. But the Viceroy will, no doubt, be willing to consider practical 
suggestions within the framework of the draft declaration put forward by responsible party 
lexers, more particularly if put forward jointly and based on a broad measure of agreement.** 

2. The Secrotaiy of State’s speech made it clear that His Majesty’s Government 
would always bo prepared to consider agreed sugg-3stions put forward by responsible 
Indian leaders for modification of the Cripps proposals within the framework of 
the draft declaration. It is upon the agreement and initiative of these leaders that 
further advance in this direction must depend. A wide field remains open for 
agreement whether in regard to the long-term aspect of the Cripps proposals or the 
interim period aspect, but it is not reasonable to ask His Majesty’s Government 
to modify these proposals when they have no reason to believe that any fresh 
attempt on their part would moot Avith general acceptance in India. agree- 
ment among Indians themselves is therefore the first stage before approaching 
His Majesty’s Government with a request to modify the Cripps proposals. The 
discussion of the resolution in the Council of State will be useful if it brings promi- 
nently once more before the Indian public the necessity for an agreed solution. 

3. The attitude of the Government being what I have just stated they leave 
the discussion to the non-official members aind will remain neutral in the event of a 
division. 

The Council then adjourned for Lunch till llireo of the Clock. 


The Council ro-aasombled after Lunch at Three of the Clock, the Honourable 
the President in the Chair, 


The Honourable the PRESIDENT: Discussion will now resume on Mr. 
Govindlal Motilal’s Motion. 



tS8 ' COUNCIL OF STATE [24th Nov., 1948. 

The Honoubable Sabdar Sib BUTA SINGH (Punjab : Sikh) : Sir, the 
Honourable Member has raised a very important question, a question which de- 
mands an answer, and sooner an answei; is given the better. The problem of Indian r 
constitution cannot be delayed any longer. The present position is almost intoler- 
able. It is impossible to follow what is the constitutional position at pjesent. 
Except in four or five Provinces representative institutions which were gradually 
established have gone by the board. The Governor acts under Section 93 of the 
Go\remment of India Act and it means nothing less than an undisguised autocracy 
and action taken by some Governments in raising Provincial barriers in imposing 
certain surcharges ahd duties, which under ordinary circumstances would require 
sanctions' are imposed and thus the voice of the people is not heard. 

Then again at the Centre we have a strange phenomena. The Act of 1935 is 
supposed to be in operation, but there is no Federal I^egislature and the Members 
of the Executive Council are drawn from various occupations of life and owe no 
responsibility to the Legislature. They are therefore unable to formulate a policy 
of permanent use. The result is that there is economic chaos, such as we have 
witnessed in Bengal. 

Honourable Mr. Sen, the Food Secretary, made , a confession yesterday 
when he related the disorganisation which prevented relief under the Famine Code. 
Who is responsible for the disorganisation ? If there had been a Federal Govern- 
ment at work with well defined powders with unity of will and purpose, India today 
would have been in a'strongor position than before the War. It is a tragedy that 
Government of India is carried on under the Defence of India Rules. 

The morale of public services is rapidly deteriorating. The dis-satisfaction 
with the existing conditions is deepening in the minds of people, and the policies 
followed are creating an impression in the minds of the vast agricultural population 
that Government is divorced from the realities of conditions which are prevalent 
all over the countryside. 

I do not wish to enlarge on the subject but I must say that in the interests of 
India and England both, the sooner the present position is liquidated the better. 

I am not enamoured of the Cripps proposals nor of the Provincial Autonomy, but 
I believe in British Indian Inter-dependence and a strong Central Government which 
could promote the best interests of India. I support the Resolution. 

The Honourable Sib A. P. PATRO (Nominated Non-Official) : The Honour- 
able the Mover did not make any definite proposals for improving the Cripps' pro- 
posals. What is it that ho or the other side want ? In what planner are the Cripps' 
proposals to be modified? The Congress rejected the Cripps' proposals in toto. 
They wanted immediate declaration of independence and that the British should 
transfer all powers to Indians and there is an end of the matter. When the Consti- 
tuent Assembly is formed and it elects the administrative body it is left to the mercies 
of this body either to have the Army or not to have it. It rests with them. There- 
fore, what is the change that -the Honourable the Mover suggested should be made 
in the Cripps* proposals ? That must be known. The Resolution says that the 
request of this Council for the modification of the Cripps* proposals so as to make 
them acceptable to the people of India may be conveyed to His Majesty’s Govern- 
ment. What is it that is acceptable to the people of India ? As I have said, the 
Congress has rejected the proposals ; thb Muslim I^eague has not accejfi^ them, 
nor has the Hindu Mahasabha and all the organised bodies in this country have 
not accepted them. Hence What Is it«that wiU suit India ; that would be accept- 
able to the Indians so that the proposals may be modified according to our requiie- 
ments, so that we must not look blank, we must not look ourselves, so to say, to 
be fools to put a proposal like this before the Government ? Wo must have sound 
practicable proposals so that we may go upon thqpi. Therefore, the Resolution, 
Sir, as worded is not at all acceptable to me. If the Constitution Act of 1935 had 
been acted upon by the Congress and if its proposals wore carried out in effect we 
would have had a constitution working and real democracy and we would have had 
also a full Swaraj because the Federation as outlined in the Constitution Act of 
1935 in itself provides a real self-government. Why should the Act of 1936 be 
rejected* for mere minor difficulties ? If we had worked the Act of 1935 by this 
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time we would have certainly succeeded to have self-government. I should not 
be understood to say that the Constitution Act of 1935^s a perfect piece of legisla- 
tion. There are defects in it but on account of mere minor defects the whole Act 
^^ah^ld not bo rejeoted and peoplo should ndt nOn-cooperate in working it, and they 
didSi on-cooperate and therefore lost the chance. 

T^ien, again, the August proposals of the Viceroy arp more advanced. They 
said ** prepare a constitution yourselves and we will accept it*\ He said the consti- 
tution should be on the lines of the Dominions the Statute of Westminster. 
Now that Declaration has also been rejected and rejected totally without it Sven 
being considered or given serious thought as to what it contains or what it is com- 
posed of. u Then come the Cripps’ proposals. He had come to India to assure 
the poQple that all the declarations, statements, made about India are true and 
genuine and boria fide. He wanted to impress the people of India about that and 
he came out with a definite proposal of self-government. He said you have your 
Owp constitution. You prepare it yourselves and how is it to be prepared. You 
elect a body to the Lower Houses and all the Lower Houses will be the electoral 
college by which means about one-tenth or one-sixteenth of them will be the repre- 
sentatives who will sit round and prepare a constitution. After the treaty has been 
entered into by the people who have framed the constitution with the Hritish Go- 
\ vernment, the British Government will transfer power to Indian hands. But the 
British Government will keep to itself the right to see to the interests of the minori- 
ties. Beyond that, no other right is kept by the British Government. 

Sir Stafford Gripps wa4 asked what was to be our position as regards entering 
into treaties with other nations. He said we would be perfectly at liberty to do so. 
Then he was asked what would be the position of the Viceroy. He said it would bo 
subject to the treaty. If a condition was embodied in the treaty that the Governor 
General should notHbe there, then certainly the British Government would accept 
it. 

These facts. Sir, show that the Gripps proposals are such that, if accepted, 
they would give us self-government of a working kind. They would have resulted 
in an Indian Union — an Indian Union which would have the right of secession from 
. the British Commonwealth. It would have been a living link with other Domi- 
nions, just as we have other Dominions, all independent among themselves, but 
owing allegiance to the Crown. That is the kind of status that would have been 
India’s had the Gripps’ proposals been accepted. Why should all parties reject 
those proposals ? 

Sir, Sir Stafford Gripps further explained that the constitution was to be fram- 
ed by an As^mbly consisting of representatives of the Lower Houses sitting to- 
gether and coming to an agreement as regards the constitution. One-tenth of the 
number from the elected body were to be set up to frame the constitution. There 
also provision has been made for participation by Indian States, His Majesty’s 
Government undertake to implement the constitution forthwith And, bear this 
in mind, the right of every province that will not accept the new constitution to 
retain its own constitutional position is maintained. That satisfies the Muham- 
madans. The treaty that will be entered into by both parties will contain stipula- 
tions to this effect. Why should there be any difference of opinion even in this 
^ case ? These safeguards are provided for the benefit of the minorities, and no 
minority has any right to complain. 

Then, Sir, the Indian Union is entitled to disown its allegianoe to the Crown. 
The British Commonwealth will have India, as an equal member with the right to 
secede and with all the protection common to the members of the Commonwealth 
family. No power is reserved to Britain except what is to be stipulated ih the 
treaty. The retention of Imperial troops is a question which is to bo settled by 
agreement. As soon as the new constitution is agreed upon, the British w^ leave 
India ; there is no doubt about it. It is absolutely certain that as soon as the new 
constitution is framed, the changeover will take place. 

Now, Sir, these proposals are before us. I would like to know what definite 
and concrete proposal my Hoijpurable friend advances with a view to improving 
the Cripps’ proposals so that tjhey may be acceptable to Indians. Without know- 
ing these proposals of the Honourable Mover, I cannot give ipy approval to 
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Resolution. Has he any proposals which are going to modify the Cripps’ proposals 
so as to make them acceptable to the people of India ? No doubt they have beej/^ 
saying that agreement among various ^oups or parties is necessary. If there i^ho 
agreement, what is to be done ? Is it hot the duty of the British Governipent to 
solve the problem, to help India when India by herself cannot solve it ? Is it not 
the duty of the British Government to come to the aid of the Indians ? That is 
the whole question. It is no use saying that Indians are not capable of formulat- 
ing ran agreed constitution, that we are not able to agree among ourselves. Then 
why are you here ? You are here as a sovereign Power to intervene and say : “ This 
is the form of constitution which we propose India should have. Bett^ say what 
your objections are.’* In the past, at the Round Table Conference^ proposals were 
framed, and yet there was objection at every stage, and therefore they could not 
act. The Constitution Act of 1935 therefore could not be enforced. The Federa- 
tion part of the Constitution Act could not at all be brought into operation. The 
British Government has the power to intervene and help India to stand on her own 
legs. No doubt the theory of guardianship, of guarantees and safeguards, is there. 
But why should all that be invoked when straightaway you can help India to solve 
the problem, even after the war ? If it is thought that the present is not the moment 
when the constitution can be changed, it can be changed immediately after the war. 
Britain can in the meantime help India in framing a constitution — ^not merely in 
framirig a constitution, but in implementing it in such a manner as to enable India 
to administer her own aflairs. India has always been offered lip-sympathy by the 
British people, who say that democracy will be introduced, that the Atlantic Charter 
will be applied to this country, and so on. Why all that declaration ? The honest 
word is enough, and we want honest action, and no more of the plea, ‘‘ Agree among 
yourselves and then we will help and prepare the constitution If we had the 
courage to drop our little differences, come together and formulate an agreed scheme, 
then we do not require the help of the British Government. But we are incapable 
of coming together. Several attempts have been made. The all-parties conference, 
the non-parties conference, all these have boem tried without any success. If we 
can come together, that is the best we can do. If we cannot unite, then we must 
ask the British Government to help us. It is not necessary for any foreign power, 
the United States or China or anybody else, to come to our help. We should come 
to an understanding with the British Government. Then Cripps' proposals will be 
of help, and his idea of self-government for India will become apparent. The other 
day, before the new Viceroy, Lord Wavell, took charge of his office, the Secretary 
of State made a statement " • 

Tub Honourable the PRESIDENT : Please bring your remarks to a close. 

Thb Honourable Sir A. P. PATRO : Mr. Leopald Amery gave an inter- 

view to the Sunday Times in which he began with a high tribute to ths services of 
Lord Linlithgow and said : — 

“ There can be little doubt that he hoped that if the constitution schetn-j could have been 
implemontod, India would not only have acquired immediately a far reaching measure of self- 
government but in the ordinary course of evolution which would have been hastened by the war 
it would have obtained by now full and effective self-government as* a member of tlio British 
Commonwealth. Meanwhile the proposals of Sir Stafford Cri^? have remained open and will 
remain open ^ 

So, Sir Stafford Cripps’ proposals have not been withdrawn oomplotely. They 
are still open until India expresses a united wish to accept them. In one passage 
ho has said : — ' • 

“ But the necessary agreemant between the various elements in India is still lacking. No 
doubt Such an agreement is m vie more difficult because the leaders of the most important politioal 
parties are under detention and prevented from negotiating with other parties.” 

That is*tho whole crux of the question. You shut up the leaders of parties and ask 
people to agree upon a constitution for- themselves.* How could that be practi- 
cable ? Whose fault is that 1 The leaders’ detention is not the fault of the British 
Government. Lord LiiJithgow has rightly held that men who are prepared to 
instigate open rebellion cannot have both ways. They cannot be freed to conduct 
negotiations with other parties With the assent of the Government and seek to over- 
th^w that Government by unconstitutional means. Lord Linlithgow is not right 
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to the extent he says it is open rebellion. It has never been doolarM by Mr. Gandhi 
and the leaders. 

The Honourable Sir RAMUNNI MENON (Nominated Non-Official) : Sir, 
^,Jdo not wish to take up the time of the Council for long but shall content myself 
mth offering a very few observations on this important subject. At the outset I 
must express my satisfaction that the Honourable the Leader of the House has 
reaffirmed the attitude of the Government, not only of the Government of India 
but of His Majesty's Government, in regard to the issue before us. That attitude,, 
as far as T can understand it, is simply this. We offered you a constitution w^ioh 
you rejected. You make your own proposals. Let all the important parties and 
interests in the country agree to a particular scheme and then we shall consider it. 

It seems to me that in the light of the events which have taken place in this country 
since the outbreak of the war, that is a very correct attitude on the part of Govern- 
ment to take and that, if I may venture to say so, is the only correct attitude which 
the Government could take. In passing I may say that that attitude gives a sort 
of claim to all the interests and communities in this country to bo consulted. In 
the course of his speech the Honourable the Mover referred to certain political parties 
in this country. He mentioned the Congress, the Muslim League, the Hindu Maha- 
sabha, and I think he referred to the Liberal Party also. He mentioned Indian 
^ States also. In all humility I should like to point out thaii there are other parties 
in this country. There arc other parties in this country though I admit they are 
not so well organised and are not so widely known as the other parties named. 
There is, for instance, the party of Scheduled Castes. There is in Madras the old 
Justice Party which I confess is not in a very flourishing state now, but there is a - 
party, the non-Brahman Party or the old Justice Party. There is also a party, 
which has been recently started I believe, the National Democratic Party, which 
claims to speak for the common man in this country. I am not trying to arrogate 
to myself any authority or privilege to arrange these parties in the order of their 
importance. But they are all parties which claim to have the genuine interest of 
this country at heart. I consider that in any constitution that is framed for this 
country, all thes6 parties and any other important interests that I may have failed, 
to mention should have an important part to play. 

I think there are very serious difficulties in' embarking upon a constitutional 
scheme at this time of day. First of all, the now constitution for India is not, as 
some people are apt to imagine, simply the completion of the federal part of the 
Act of 1935 or the restoration of popular Government in the Provinces. As far as 
the latter aspect is concerned, I do not know what the cx)nstitutional position now 
is. But, as far as I can see, the party which relinquished office soon after the out* 
break of the war can resume office tomorrow if it is so inclined. It can come back 
to power and we can have provincial popular governments restored. In regard 
to the other aspect of the subject, various important questions have now come to 
the front. People are not even disposed to accept without further consideration 
the principle of parliamentary democracy for this country. They would like to 
go deeper into the constitutional question. There are several sections in this country 
which will not be prepared to accept unqualified democracy for this country at tho- 
present time. That is one thing. Then again, what is the composition of the consti- 
tuent assembly going to be which you will have to set up in order to frame the new 
constitution for India. That again demands very careful consideratioif. Theso 
and various other factors will require serious study and it is quite necessary that t^ 
nation should be free from' preoccupations for its leaders to devote their undivided, 
attention to these important issues. I fear that as long as this war lasts and as long 
as the present political tension in this country continues it will be impossible to secure 
an atmosphere of freedom, friendliness and co-operation. Therefore it appears to 
me that it is perfectly useless for us to think of concerting measures for Jframing 
a new constitution for India now. The most that we can do at the moment is to do 
something to resolve the existing political tension, by which the Provincial Go- 
vernments can be restored to their former status and perhaps a more Indianised 
Government set up in the Centre. I do not believe in the so-called national Govern- 
ment for the Centre. The present Members of the Viceroy’s Executive Council are^ 
in my humble judgment, as good Indians as you can find in this country. They 
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are doing their work under exceptional difficulties and at the risk of immense un* 
popularity. They are men who should be supported in their efforts. There is no 
xeason whatsoever why we should not^add a few more Indians, two or three 
Indians, if they are available and if they are willing to accept office. That is (fuite 
a different thing from the so-called national Oovernment. I therefore feel tKht tak- 
ing into consideration all the existing circumstances it is futile for us to ask the 
British Government to offer better terms to this country. ^ 

^ The Honourable Rai Bahadur SRI NARAIN MAHTHA (Bihar : Non- 
Muhammadan) : Sir, I had no intention of intervening in the debate, but I feel that 
1 must take a few minutes. I wish to join in offering my thanks to the Leader of 
the House for the rather helpful attitude he has taken on this Motion. His attitude, 
Sir, technically speaking is very helpful indeed. But materially we could, not draw 
jjiuch inspiratipn from what he said. He quoted to us a lo% extract from the 
speech or statement of the Secretary of State. He felt, and for a while I also expect- 
ed, he would inspire many of us, but it le^ us cold particularly in the sense that wo 
found that the Leader of the House himself could not draw anything from that 
statement except this fact which I noted down. He said that in the opinion of 
His Majesty’s Government any modification of the proposals which Cripps brought ^ 
here would not meet with general agreement in this country. Perhaps, an un- 
happy people as we are, it may be true in many respects. But, if the situation is 
this that His Maje.sty*s Government fail at this present moment to see any light, 
then they must make room for other. That i.s no reason at any rate for thorn as a 
. Government to say that they shall have nothing to do with the task of making any 
fresh or new approach to the problem that lies before us. If they do so, do they 
mean that the people exist for the Government and not the Govermnont for the ' 
people. There is deadlock in India. The deadlock has got to be solved, it does 
not matter how the de^tdlock came about and His Majei^ty’s Oovernment camiot 
•absolve themselves of their responsibility or justify their existence unless they go 
on making ceaseless efforts at solving the deadlock. Perhaps there may be many 
ways of solving it. One or two methods may have failed. But other methods 
might succeed. When Sir A. P. Patro was speaking he referred to some of the 
items of the Cripps’ proposals and he said that they wore so comprehensive that 
they should have satisfied all sections of people in this country. I shall not rest 
with the conclusions of Sir A. P. Patro. I shall go to the conclusion and estimate 
which Sir Stafford Cripps himself arrived at and the way ho disclosed his own mind. 
When he went back to England ho said in tho House of Commons as follows : — 

** 1 had from the outset made it clear to ail those whom I saw that it was not possible to 
make any oonstitutional changes except of the viost insignificant kind prior to the new constitution 
which would como into operation as a result of the labours of the constitution-making assembly, 
after the war.** 

ThtTofore, the efforts of Sir Stafford Cripps# it is abundantly clear, broke down 
on the question of the immediate present. When ho came here he raised high 
hopes in the minds of every body that there was something which was going to 
happen in India which would be a precursor, a harbinger, a forerunner of something 
brilliant that may bo coming hereafter and it was on t^t rock of disillusionment 
regarding present arrangements that the whole ship wrecked, and therefore, it is not 
right to say that if on account of inefficient handling Cripps has failed another person 
could not make a fresh approach and Oimore realistic, sympathetic, and fresh study 
of the Indian problems and try to tackle Indian parties all of whom love their country 
and none of whom likes the deadlock. We have been advised by all sane men in 
this country, including the Leader of the House, that it is desirable for Indians 
themselves to try to come to qn agreement and present His Majesty’s Government 
with an agreed formula which will solve the Indian deadlock. Sir, if that were 
possible^ then this Government would not have stayed here for a single second. 
The very fact that you are here is enough evidence of the fact that we are not able 
to arrive at a settlement. But you as a Government in your own efforts must not 
give up the task, because you have once found it insurmountable. Your task, your 
responsibility does not and cannot end there. You must go on and there is nothing 
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that should discourage you to such an extent as to feel that the task is insurmount* 
able. The existence of contending parties in no country is ever an excuse for its 
enslavement — ^slavery breeds it does not cure dissension. Sir, when the Round 
^SPjMe Conferences were being held and latei^on when the 1935 Act came to bo in- 
tr<^ced, was there any agreement in this country ? Which is the party in India 
that ^jcepted the 1935 Act ? No party accepted it. But the 1935 Act was en- 
forced. Did you, I mean the Government, consult then the wishes of the parties 
and did you th^ ask them to come to an agreement ? It suits you now to empha- 
sise on these difiFerenccs and to show up to the world tliat 'we are a people divided 
amongst ourselves. We are divided, but we are not divided on the issue of inde- 
pendence. We are divided on matters of detail. The ojily vital question that 
divides us is this. There is a very strong party in this country known as the Congress 
Party. There is another party of a later origin which has also gained considerable 
strength and whoso strength has to a certain extent been purposely overestimated 
by (Government, and that is the Muslim League Party. The difference between 
these two Parties is that one wants one Federation for India, the other wants two 
Federations. That is the only difference. But both want sovereign rights for all 
Indians in this country. But, since the Government are not opposing this Motion, 
therefore, I need not really go on arguing with them at great length. I think I 
may as well say a few words to my friends on this side and on thcj other side — I 
mean, friends who belong to the League, the Congress, and the European G?*oup, 
and what I would say to all, particularly to the League is this that whether you want 
one Federation or whether you want two Federations, one thing is certain, that in 
your Federation too, as in the one that you promise to the CoJigress or for the matter 
of that to the remaining population of India which the Muslim League does, not 
claim to represent, you certainly want one thing and that is sovereign rights. I 
am telling it Sir, particularly to the Muslim Ix^saguo. I tell them that you waht^ 
sovereign rights. Very well, now those sovereign rights cannot be given to yon by 
the Congress, These sovereign rights cannot bo given to you by the Hindu Maha- 
sabha. These sovereign rights cannot be given to you by the Liberal Federation;. 
These sovereign rights can only be given to you by the people who hold them. Now 
and therefore I would ask you as a Party what are you doing to fight that power 
that holds those sovereign rights at the present time, to fight them and to wrest 
those sovereign rights from them ? The whole solution of the Indian problem is. 
that the League should tell the Congress “ WeH I shall fight with you in the terri«- 
tories where you should have your Hindustan and you must fight with me where I 
want my Pakistan, but, let us first fight the foreign Government out of India and 
wrest the country from them ; because, unless we have a free India we can neither 
have Hindustan nor Pakistan.” On this question there certainly will be rf great 
deal of argument and a great deal of talk amongst the Parties themselves before an 
agreement is possible. Let me tell you one thing more. The Congress insisted on 
all joining one Federation, but said that later on if there were dissatisfied provinces 
that failed to strike a satisfactory and fair bargain at the Federation counter, they 
couljd secede. This is what it should reasonably be. But there can bo no divorce 
before marriage. A short while ago it was seriously suggested that if the deadlock 
has to be solved free scope should bo given to the leaders of the Parties to come to 
an agreement among themselves. Now the leaders of the most important Party 
here in India cannot bo seen. They are invisible ; they are inside the jails and I 
think that time is so vital that, in fact, every moment that passes endangers and 
embitters feelings. Therefore, I would suggest seriously to Government that where- 
as they have agreed to forward the proceedings of today’s debate to the Secretary 
of State for consideration they should as well emphasize in their own forwarding 
communication to him the feeling in this country, apart from the feeling of those 
who are sitting here,* that it is the dire need of the hoiir to come to some kind of 
agreement here in India with the leaders of Parties and not to rule us by Nazi methods, 
and that the fullest opportunity should be given to the leaders of the Parties to meet 
together. You have done so on previous occasions and done so with advantage. 
There was a time when General Smuts was an enemy of the Empire. He is one of 
the pillars of your Empire today. Even so you will find that with a change in your 
attitude those whom you consider to be your enemies will be the pillars of a big 
Commonwealth, which you will be proud to call the real Commonwealth, in which 
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nations will come and join with their fullest free will — ^not a Commonwealth where 
your wealth is your wealth and my we^th too is your wealth, but a Commonwealth 
which is, as it should be, common to all — and which should not be a Commonwe<l5h 
of the type it is today. Wherever the Britisher rules he calls it part of the Ccmmon- 
wealth but actually the people there feel that the British Commonwealth of Nations 
is the British stolen wealth of nations. It should never be that, and I think, that 
Government should never give up their task in the matter of breaking the dead- 
lock in this country. They should pursue the task and take up this matter with 
the leaders of the Parties. Never lose hope. After all, they are the people who are 
fighting for the freedom of their country ; they are therefore the first people whom 
the country admires and if they are fighting for the freedom of their country you 
should learn to admire them. There was a time when George Washington was looked 
down as a rebel. His country is your best friend today. 

The Honourable Mr. HOSSAIN IMAM (Bihar and Orissa : Muhammadan) : 
They are the saviours of England. 

The Honourable Rai Bahadur SRI NARAIN MAHTHA : Yes, the saviours 
of the Empire in fact, saviours of everything that you hold dear. I think, therefore, 
that you should make a friendly approach to the problem and not approach it in the 
eame spirit in which Cripps did. He promised a very rosy garden and then when 
we looked round we found it was a desert. He said : I am not going to give you 
anything today. You will get, it anything, after the war, after you have fought 
the war and after you have decided what you are going to ask for.’* That 
is not the approach to a question like this and I would impress on the attention of 
every Member of this House to treat this question as a serious question. After all 
it is no use at present quarrelling over what we want because we can get nothing 
except whdt wo can successfully fight for. Make an earnest attempt at conciliation 
and to solve the deadlock. Unless that is done no advance can really be made and 
I tell you this that as the rulers of this land your name will ever remain written down 
in history as the enslavers of this country unless you take up the attitude of solving 
the deadlock. 

The Honourable the PRESIDENT : Does anybody else want to say any- 
thing ? 

The Honourable Mr. HOSSAIN IMAM : Mr. President, the Resolution as 
it is worded is one to which I do not think it would be proper to take exception 
or to which an opposition can be' made on the basis of its words, but the reality 
of the situation is not exactly what we wish biit what is forced on us. The Cripps’ 
proposals. Sir, wore rejected by almost all the Political Parties of India, but the reasons 
for their rejection differed as much as difference could over go. What was the de- 
sirable and the ])re-requi3ite in the eyes of one organisation was the thing which 
made it a bitter pill for the other. We would not be realists if we shut our eyes 
to what has happened in the country. 


Mr. President, there is no denyingv*the fact that concurrently with this res- 
ponsibility of our own there are responsibilities of the Government of India as well 
as of His Majesty’s Government. His Majesty’s Government cannot take shelter 
behind this recurring difference, for denying power to all and everyone. No one 
is enaTqoured of the })re8ent state of affairs. If there is a unanimity in rejecting the 
Cripps’ proposals there is a unanimity also in saying that the present order of things 
does not meet with the approval of the people. Wliy is not that a reason for the 
present Government to resign on the same principle that if a thing is not acceptable 
to all, that thing cannot come in. Why keep up this show ? This is Sir, if you will 
pardon me for saying so, no reflection on the personnel of the Executive Council. 
Individually, they might be the best of the people but here we are talking of a 
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Government and as a Government there must be a unity of purpose, a common 
^ outlook and a common support for all those who occupy the Treasury Benches. 

' Is that present today ? We are also the children of the soil. We know how things 
^e going on. We know, Sir, where the sh&e pinches and we realise that many , a 
gooG* thing is not being done today because of the differences inside the Cabinet. 
It is a^i^eality. We had a sho>v only in February last of the lack of unanimity in the 
Executive Council. You cannot shut your eyes to the realities of the situation. 
But you may say that, concurrently with that, yon have also to carry on the King’s . 
Government. I ask:' Is this is the only way of carrying on the King’s Governmeftt ? 
Gan there be no betterment ? Is it not possible to take as many of the Political 
parties as you can with you in the day-to-day administration ? We, Sir, on our 
part are not hankering after office. We had an offer in 1940 from the Viceroy, 
and the Qaid-e-Azam rejected it on principle, not because this man was appointed 
or that man was appointed. He rejected it on the principle that he must know the 
team with which he had to work. No Political Party likes to sign a blank cheque ; 
no political party would agree to join a Cabinet of vdiose composition and charac- 
tel* it^ is not aware. Such things are not done. But the present Administration 
still believes in individuals. It has not yet realised that the India of the war period 
is different from the India of the 19th oontry. We believe in political parties— 

^ in organisations and not individuals. Our fight is not against individuals or for 
individuals. It is on broad principles of organisation. The organisations have 
come in. They are permanent fixtures. They will continue. I and you may not 
live, but our organisations will continue. It is for that reason that we feel that in 
spite of the rejection by the Government of the demands of the parties at the 
moment our case is safe. A nations* life is not confined to 50 or 60 years, and it 
continues and grows and with every year, it gets added power. 

But, Sir, may I remind you that four-fifths of the Cripps proposals, from (a) 
to (d), consist of the future, and only the tail-end, part (e) deals with the present ? 
Our brothers have got to say whether they attach importance to the one-fifth or 
to the four-fifths of the proposals. If we attach greater importance to the present 
and leave the future to take care of itself, you can have an^asier compromise with 
the present Government. But if we insist, as my ^organisation insists, on the future 
being the four-fifths — in our opinion it is 99 per cent, of the constitution — ^then, 
Sir, there are difficulties ahead, and I think the Government — His Majesty’s Govern- 
ment, not the Government of India — owes a duty to this country to come to some 
decision, just and upright in its character and acceptable to the peoples of India. 

The Honourable Sir A.P. PATRO : You conduct the war at present ^ 

The Honourable Mr. HOSSAIN IMAM : Sir, my Honourble friend does not 
realise what I said. We regard 99 per cent, of the constitution consists in the future 
and not the present. So, the conduct of the war does not come in. We are more 
concerned with safeguarding the future than with the present few years. As I said, 
we believe in the life of the nation. Nations will not be destreyed b.y four years 
of misrule or mismanagement or even bad government. Do not attach undue 
importance to the thing which is not of paramount importance. 

I therefore make it clear that, when I give my support to thid Resolution, it 
does not moan that the Muslim League has changed its position. Its objections to 
the Cripps’ proposals are, before. the Government, and I need not repeat them. They 
are fundamental. They are basic. They are such that there can be no compro- 
mise on them. We do not ask for anything which we deny to others. Wo 
believe in the saying : Let and let live, li I want i^o have independence, I want 
that my brothers living in the other parts of India should also have independence. 
I personally belong to Hindustan. I am a supporter of Pakistan, but I do not 
belong to a Pakistan province. I have to live and die with Hindus. And yet I 
feel that my nation will not be happy without agreeing to differ. The double 
arises when we find that we are taunted and accused and in every method adopted 
to force our hand — 

The Honourable Rai Bahadur SRI NARAIN MAHTHA : Do you want the 
Viceroy’s veto to stay ? 
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The Honoubable HOSSAIN IMAM ; we have a constitution in which 
our desiderata are present, we shall have no Viceroy. 

The Honoubable Rai Bahadub SRI NARAIN MAHTHA : Then join hands 
with the other parties. ** ^ ' 

The Honourabib Mb. HOSSAIN IMAM : We are taunted with the remark 
that the League is doing nothing,, that the best course for the League is to joi^ hands 
with others in the fight. As I have said, this is not the place where we would 
have been if the Congress had consulted us and taken steps in' unity with us. We 
would have found ourselves all in jail where others are. But I cannot be a party 
to extricating you from the difficulties which you have created for yourself and in 
which you did your worst even against us. I do not wij^h to enter into controver- 
sial subjects at this moment, but I must confess that so far there have been expla- 
. nations and elucidations, but nothing definite has come from any responsible 
organisation which would give us any opportunity of co-operating. We are anxious 
to co-operate. We are not only willing, but anxious to co-operate. We would do 
everything to co-operate and there is no one who at heart is more dissatisfied, with 
the present state of affairs than ourselves. • But thfe tragedy of the situation is that 
there are tall talks, but constructive measures are altogether lacking. 

Mr. President, when I ask the Government to take steps, I presuppose that there 
will be a willingness on the part of the peoples living in India to come to a compro- 
mise. If that is lacking, you know the proverb that you cannot make an unwilling 
horse drink. You can take it to the water, but you cannot make it drink. Govern- 
ment may try their best but unless there is sympathy and a desire for understanding, 
unless there is a more generous outlook, unless there is an assurance that the right 
of proprietorship which is now being exercised by the United Kingdom is not going 
to be exercised by others in the name of nationaJism, nothing will avail. 

That is my only excuse for having kept out of tnis fray. There was no desire, 
and we still say there is no desire, to live and let live. The only desire is to substitute 
for the United Kingdom anotfier organistion. As long as that remains the main 
4 pm plank of some political parties of India, there will be 

* ’ ’ differences. There is the Justice Party of Madras which 

has also a great deal of complaint against the order of things as it exists at the pre- 
sent moment. There are, of course I do not hold any brief for them — the Indian 
States about which there is no clarification either by the Government or by your 
political organisation. You must realise that there are great difficulties in the way 
of unity. Nevertheless, the immensity of the task or the difficulties of it are not 
reasons why wo should not endeavour to resolve it. By all means endeavour, but 
do not bo content with asking that others should make an endeavour. Lot all of 
us endeavour to come to a settlement, a settlement which will assure the liberty 
of India at a near date 1 

The Honourable Mr. G. S. MOTILAL : Sir, I have carefully listened to the 
speech of my Honouroble friend, Sir Parsuram Patro. It was shrouded in para- 
doxes. He complained on the one hand, “ why is it that the Congress did not work 
the federal constitution ?” I quite appreciate that lino of argument. There are 
thinking persons in our country who say that if the constitution had been worked, 
it would have opened a vista for further progress! But that part of the Act was not 
brought into operation, ixs he knows. He wanted the constitutional position to be 
changed. Ho did not oppose any advance by Ipdia in that direction. In his speech 
there wore two parts. In one part he was satisfied with what was there. In another 
part he agreed with the ambitions of tThye other Political I^arties in the country for 
going ahead as much as possible. There are also men in the country who stand for 
status quo. They have not the country with them. Perhaps they think they are 
stabilisii^ forces. But they must make common cause with the living and dynamic 
forces Ih the country. Then alone our future will be bright. 

The attitude which the Government have taken is the right one in placing 
the decision of this Resolution in the hands of the non-official Members of the House. 
It is a welcome change. More than the Government’s attitude, the attitude of my 
Honourable friend Mr. Hossain Imam has been very helpful. I agree that it is our 
duty to come to an agreement. It is the duty of all of us. I hope these differences 
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are only a passing phase in the history of the nation. Before 1916 also there were 
keen diOferences and acute controversies* But ultimately the people of this country 
^came to certain agreements. I have no dwbt that again they, will come to an 
’Agreement. But while it is our duty to come to an agreement, it is also Govern- 
menl^duty to help us in coming to an agreement. I realise that if we keep on 
fighting, the only thing that Government can do is to impose a constitution of their 
own making. It may be acceptable to all or it may be acceptable to some only. 
But too much has been made of our disagreement. Let Government try agam. 
In a matter of this importance, the policy of trying again and again is a wise policy 
and as we must endeavour they must also try to produce a solution of this situa- 
tion. I therefore request Honourable Members to support this Resolution. 

The Honoubable the PRESIDENT : Do you want to have this Resolution 
put to the vote ? You have got what you wanted. You have had a discussion on 
the subject. 

The Honoubable Mb. 6. S. MOTILAL : I want to have the Resolution put 
to the vote. 

An Honoubable Mbmbeb : What about Government ? 

The Honoubable the PRESIDENT : Government have already said that 
they propose to remain neutral. 

* The Honoubable Sib RAMUNNI MENON : On a point of information, Sir. 
May I know whether the Honourable the Leader of the House would communicate 
a eppy of the proceedings of this debate to His Majesty’s Government ? That is 
the usual practice on occasions of this kind. 

The Honoubable Sib MAHOMED USMAN : Yes, I shall do so, Sir. 

The Honoubable the PRESIDENT : The question is that the following 
Resolution be adopted : — 

“ This Council rocommenda to tho Governor General in Council to convey tlio request ol‘ this 
Council to His Majesty’s Govornmont to modify the Cripp’s Proposals so as to make them 
acceptable to tho people of India.” 

The motion was adopted. 

(The Honourable Sir. Narayandas Girdhardas, in whose name stood the next 
Resolution, was absent when called.) 

The Honoubable Mb, HOSSAIN IMAM : Sir, the Resolution* of which 
I had given notice is of too great an importance to be moved at the tail end of this 
session. So, I shall reserve it for the next session. 

The honourable Sir DAVID DEVADOSS (Nominated Official) : Sir, I do 
not wish to movet my Bill in this session. I shall reserve it for the next session. 

(The Honourable Mr. P. N. Sapru, in whoso name stood the next Resolution, 
was absent when called.) 

RESOLUTION BE AMENDMENT OF DEFENCE OF INDIA RULES. 

The Honourable Pandit HIRDAY NATH KUNZRU. (United Provinces 
Northern : Non-Muhammadan) : Mr. President, I beg to move : 

“ This Council recommends to the Governor General in Council to take steps to amend the 
Defence of India Rules in order to provide (a) that all persons detained at present under tho 
Defence of India Kul^ be informed immediately, and those detained hereafter bo informed within 
a fortnight of their arrest of the grounds on which an order of detention has been made against 
thorn and furnished with such particulars as may be required to enable them to meet tho charges 
against them, (6) that they bo freely allowed to moot thoir legal advisers and such other persons 
as they may require to consult to present their case and (c) that tho chafges together with the 
evidence in support of them and tho oxplanations^submitted by the detenus bo placed in each 
province or administration before a judge or a committee of judges of the Provincial High 
Court or the nearest High Court, who may be asked to submit a report to the Government con- 
cerned on each case reforreil to him or them 

Mr. President, in dealing with the Resolution that I have moved, the House will 
np doubt bear in mind the circumstances under which a large number of persons 
have been arrested under the Defence of India Rules. I do not know what the 

« “ This Council recomm^ds to the Governor General in Co^cil to~ increase the communal 
m^portion of Muslims from 25 to 30 per cent, due to iuorbase in population and separation of 
Burma, and to fix the quota for Muslims not only on direct reonutmeht but also to take the 
promotions and its communal composition in view.” 

t“That the Bill further to amend the Indian Succession Act, 1925, be taken into cbnsidera- 

tion.” 
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total number of persons in detention at the present time is. But I gather from the 
reply to a question given in this Houce on the 2nd August, 1943, that some 11, 7(^ 
persons including Mahatma Gandhi and the members of the Congress Wj^feing 
Committee were in detention on June 1st, the latest date for which figwjs were 
available then. The number may be smaller now, because both in Delhi ana in some 
provinces at least steps have been taken to review the cases of either the detenus 
as:a whole or of certain classes of them, but whatever the number of the detenus at 
the present time may be, I am sure that it is still large. Apart from this, Sir, we 
all know that there have been many cases in which the executive have used the power 
to order detention without seriously considering whether the persons whose deten- 
tion was ordered were really likely to do anything prejudicial to the maintenance 
of law and order. I know, Sir, of several eases in which persons who were undergoing 
sentences were served with an order shortly before their release was due ordering their 
detention under rule 26 of the Defence of India Rules. The defence of Government 
for their action will doubtless be that the persons who were proceeded against in 
this way had been guilty of offences against the State and had therefore been con- 
victed by a court of law. It was therefore reasonable to suppose that if they were 
released they would again take part in activities of the kind for which they were 
in prison. If this is the line of argument that is pursued, scarcely any person who* 
is undergoing a sentence will ever be entitled to bo released. Even though the 
circumstances in which Government acted were not of an ordinary character, I 
think that instances of the kind that I have mentioned show that the requisite care 
was not exercised before persons wore detained under rule 129 or under rule 26 
of the Defence of India Regulations. It is necessary therefore that the cases of 
the persons who have been detained should bo brought under review by a tribunal 
or by a committee presided over by a Judge in order to see whether the executive 
decision can be upheld or whether there arc reasonable grounds for believing 
that the person concerned should bo released. Even if cases of the kind that I 
have mentioned had not occurred, it would have been necessary in the interests 
of justice that some machinery should bo provided for the examination of the cases 
of persons who have been arrested on suspicion. If they were uxidergoing a sen- 
tence passed by a court of law there would be no reason for asking that another 
tribunal should be appointed to examine their cases. But action in the cases that 
we are dealing with having been taken by the executive on pure suspicion, it is 
obviously necessary that a system should be devised whereby the cases of all detenus 
might be periodically reviewed and those against whom no reasonable grounds 
of detention could be found should be set free. 

Sir, the principle underlying my Resolution was enunciated in Bengal Regulation 
III of 1818. Its preamble says : 

“ The ends of justice require that, when it may be determined that any poivsen shall bo placed 
under personal r^traint, otherwise than in pursuaTico of some judicial jjroceiKiing, the groinuls of 
such determination should from time to time come uiidoi* revision, and the person affcctod thoroby 
should at all times be allowed freely to bring to the notiyo of the Government all circuin8tan(‘.es 
relating either to the supposed grounds of such determination, or to tho manner in which it may 
be executed 

My Resolution proceeds on the principle which was accepted by the authorities 
in an arbitrary Regulation passed by them more than a hundred years ago. 

Sir, part (a) of my Resolution says that the arrested persons should be informed 
of the grounds on which an order of'* detention has been made against them and 
famished mth such particulars as may be required to enable them to meet the 
charges against them. And the last part suggests that the charges together with 
the evidence in support of them should be laid before a committee presided over 
by a Judge of a High Court. Sir, we all know that a large number of persons belong- 
ing mostly to Bengal were detained during the great war. Tho Government of India 
or the Government of Bengal appointed a committee several years after their deten- 
tion to examine their cases and to make such recommendations as it thought proper. 
I do not remember but I believe that a high judicial officer, probably a Jtldge 
of the Calcutta High Court, was the Chairman of this Committee. In any 
case I well remember that Sir Provash Chundra Mitter, who had a Minister in 
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Bengal was one of the members of this Committee. There is thus further support 
for the principle of my Resolution in the action taken by the Government of 
Bengal or the Government of India themselves some years ago. But apart from 
t^at, Sir, I may point out that the Defence *(General) Regulations made in 1939 
in’ ’ England also contain provisions which give considerable support to my 
ResolirWpn. The Regulation, Sir, with which I am concerned is Regulation 18B 
of the Defence (General) Regulations, 1939, paragraph 3 of which says : 

“ Thoro shall bo ono or moro Advisory Committees consisting of persons appointed by the 
Secretary of State and any person aggrieved by the making of an order against him by a refusal 
of the Secretary of State to suspend the operation of such an order by any condition attached to 
a direction given by the Secretary of State or by the rpvocation of any suoh direction under the 
powers conferred by this Regulation may make his objections to such a Committee.’* 

We see. Sir, that in England, which is a free country and which has got a 
National Government, it has been found necessary, I suppose both in order to secure 
justice and in order to win the confidence of the public that an Advisory Committee 
should be appointed to which detenus can appeal against their arrest. Regulation 
4 says down that the Secretary of State must see tliat every detenu is informed of 
his right to object to his arrest whether he wishes to put forward any objections 
or not. The clause runs as follows : — ‘ , 

* “It shall bo tho duty of tho Secretary of State to secure that any person against whom an 
order is made under this Regulation sliaH be afforded the earliest practicable opportunity of 
making to tho Secretary of Stato representations in writing with respect thereto and that he shall 
bo informed of his right whether or not such representations are made to make his objeotions to 
such an Advisory Committee as aforesaid **. 

This shows that it has been considered necessary in England not merely that 
an Advisory Committee should bo appointed to which detenus may appeal against 
the orders served on them but also that every detenu shall be informed that he 
has a right to apply to this Committee to look into his case. 

Again, Sir, it was seen that the appointment of an Advisory Committee and the 
right of a detenu to refer his case to it would be absolutely valueless unless the 
detenu were informed of the grounds on which he was arrested. It has therefore 
been laid down that every detenu should be furnished with such particulars as would 
be reasonably sufficient to enable him to present his ease. I would again, Sir, read 
out the relevant paragraph, that is paragraph 5 so that every Member of the 
House may know the precise provision mad^ under tho British Defence (General) 
Regulations, 1939, in this connection. The paragraph says : — 

“ Any mooting of an Advisory Committee hold to consider such objections as aforesaid shall 
bo prfvsidod over by a Chairman nominated by the Secretary of Stato and it shall be the duty of 
the Chairman to inform tho objector of tho grounds on which tho order has been made against 
him and to furnish him of suoh particulars as aro in the opinion of the Chairman sufficient to 
enable him to present his caso ”, 

Lastly, Sir, paragraph 6 of tho Rule that I have referred to provides that the 
Secretary of State shall make a report to Parliament at least once in every month 
as to the action taken under this Regulation including the number of persons de- 
tained under orders made thereunder and the number of cases, if any, in which he 
has declined to follow the advice of any such Advisory Committee as aforesaid. 

Tho House will thus see that though the executive has been empowered in 
England to take action of an extraordinary kind in the present crisis and to order 
the detention of suspected persons without bj'inging them before a court of law a 
procedure has been laid down which would as far as possible safeguard the interests 
of justice and give every detained person a reasonable opportunity of proving his 
innocence. My Resolution roughly asks that a similar system should be devised 
in India. It is true that the Central Government themselves and the Provincial 
Govf^rfiments are reviewing the cases of detenus but these cases are reviewed by the 
executive itself. 5 1 suggest. Sir, following the British precedent that there should 
befan^independentfbodyUof examine their cases. The particular suggestion that 
I have made is in accordance with the action takQn in Bengal some years ago to 
which I have already referred, have here no Advisprjfr Coramitteep of the hind, 
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that the Secretary of State has to assist him in England. Apart fronA this, Sir, 
unless the members of the Advisory Committees were carefully chosen such Com- 
mittees in India would consist of hand-picked men in whose judgment the publm^ 
at large would have no confidence. I have therefore suggested that a quasi-judicial 
procedure should be adopted in order to ensure that no person who shOuld^ot bo 
reasonably detained is kept in confinement. 

In part (6) of my Resolution Tt have asked that the detenus should be freely 
allowed to meet their legal advisers and such other persons as they may require 
to consult in order to present their case, I think this is a perfectly reasonable 
request to which no objection can be taken. Government should, however, ensure 
that no person who helps a detenu in the presentation of his case is molested by the 
executive. I say this because of a case which occurred recently 

The Honourable the PRESIDENT : Is there similar protection in England ? 

The Honourable Panpit HIRDAY NATH KUNZRU : There is no such 
regulation in England, but England is a free country, and the executive, which 
has been armed with extraordinary powers, is responsible to Parliament. But 
apart from this, if a man is to be given a reasonable chance of defending himself, 
why should he not bo allowed the assistance either of a legal adviser or of siich other 
persons as might enable him to present his case effectively? However innocent 
a person may be, he may be unable to present his case in the same manner as one 
trained to deal with evidence and marshal facts can do. A lawyer, oven though 
ho cannot alter the facts, will bo able to help the detenus to put forward their defence 
in a bettor form, in a better and more convincing form, than in a majority of the 
cases they would bo able to do themselves. A man’s case may bo strong, and yet 
because of his inability to present it properly, his representations may carry no 
weight with the authorities. The same case, however, when represented in another 
manner, may appear to be important enougli to be gone into carefully by the exe- 
cutive. 

Sir, I am not asking that the Defence of India Act should be abrogated, or that 
rules 26 and 129 should be done away with. All that I am asking for is that, in 
view of the indiscriminate manner in which persons were arrested last year,, a 
procedure should bo laid down which would enable these detenus to put forward 
reasonable grounds to show that they had been arrested without sufficient cause. 
The last word would still remain with the excjcutive ; it would in no circumstances 
be under any compulsion to accept the recommendations of any committee that 
may bo appointed to review the cases of the dc'tenus. With these safeguards, I 
do not see why there should be any hesitation on the part of Government in accept- 
ing the request contained in my Resolution. 

There is, Sir, one aspect of the Resolution which I have not yet touched on. Part 
(a) of] my Resolution refers to persons already in detention and those who might bo 
detained hereafter. People who are in detention now, that is, those who have been 
in detention for a long time, are being detained under rule 26. Those; however, 
to whom rule 26 has not been applied cap be detained only under rule 129, which 
enables the executive to detain a i(nein for a period of two months only at a time. 
Now, I am anxious that the procedure that I have laid down for the scrutiny of 
cases should be applied not merely to persons detained under rule 26 but also to 
those who have been detained under rule 129. I know oLcases of several persons 
who were detained for two months under rule 129 withouff any reasonable ground 
•for suspicion. They had no means, whilfe they were in detention, of presenting their 
case to the authorities, and in some cases they were treated in a manner which 
bordered on pure oppression. Now, if tke persons detained under rule 129 could 
appeal to a committee of a quasi-judicial character and bring all circumstances 
relatit^g to their arrest including their treatment to its notice, I am sure that not 
merely would the executive be more careful in ordering the arrest . of suspected 
persons, but also that the detenus would be treated with greater consideration than 
they have been received in some cases up to the present time. Apart from this, 
there is no reason why a person who had been detained for a short period should 
not be given an opportunity of showing that he is innocent and securing his release 
well before the period of two months laid down in rule 129 expires. 
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Sir, the circumstances in which a large number of persons were arrested are 
known to the House. The situation last year was an extraordinary one. 3ut 
circumstances have altered considerably since then. Indeed, I can say that things 

returned to the normal. • 

^S^ere is therefore no reason, in my opinion, why thousands of people should bo 
detain^ in jails without’having been Wught to trial. Whatever executive grounds 
there might have been for their arrest last year, there is no jnstifioation in the present 
circumstances for not setting them at liberty. I think I would have been perftietly 
justified had I asked that, in view of the altered situation^ Gkrvornment should set 
free all those who were arrested last year. But my Resolution contains a much 
more modest request. It only asks that those who are in detention should bo 
provided with some means of showing that the action of the executive was not 
justified. As Government themselves are reviewing the cases of the detenus 
there is no reason why they should oppose my Resolution. I am not satisfied 
with Government’s own review of the cases of the detenus. I want that the judg- 
ment of an impartial authority should be brought to bear on the facts and the 
evidence in support of the action taken by the Government. The procedure suggested 
by me would not merely bo more just to the arrested persons but would also enable 
the public to feel that persons were not being arbitrarily detaiued at th(^ present 
time even though their arrest might not bo the result of judicial proceeding. Sir, 

I move. 

The Honourable Sir REGINALD MAXWELL (Home Member) ; Sir, I 
hope that this Honourable House will not approach this Resolution with any feeling 
of prejudice against the use of rule 26 for the purpose of d<^tention of piirsons without 
trial. The Honourable Pandit Kunzru himself said that he did not wish to proposes 
that the right of detention created by this rule should be abrogated altogether. 
But from his handling of the subject it was evident that some prejudice was latent 
in his mind against the use of such powers by the executive authority. I want 
first of all to remind this House that in time of war'every Government must bo 
armed with the power to deprive certain persons of their liberty for reasons con- 
nected with the defence of the country. This is a power which' must and can only 
be exercised by the executive authority. Only the executive authority can judge 
the probable effect of certain actions on the defence of the country or on the internal 
situation. Much has been said of the need of judicial interposition. But I would 
remind this House that the purpose of a judiciary is entirely different. Judges 
have to decide on evidence placed before them whether certain things have happened 
or not or whether certain sections of law apply or not. They only have to see that 
the law is properly applied to the circumstances before them. They have not got 
' to exercise their judgment as to the probable effect of their decisions on any one 
else or on the country as a whole. They are not in a position to exorcise a judicial 
discretion or judgment in regard to matters of which they have no knowledge, 
matters which in the nature of things must rest only within the knowledge of the 
executive authonties, and that is one reason why I am unable to accept the principle 
underlying part (c) of the Resolution that after the executive authority has exor- 
cised its responsibility for securing the safety or defence of India, some judicial 
authority should be brought in and that that judicial authority would be better 
qualified than the executive to decide what ought to bo done. I fully admit the 
great value of the judiciaDauthorities as a tribunal of appeal and as an ultimate 
recourse of persons who arc wronged or VBo feel themselves to be wronged. We 
have in the past seen many persons affected by orders under rule 26 approaching 
the courts and wo have paid great attention to the remarks which the courts have 
made on those oases. But it will be apparent from the judgments of the High Courts 
themselves that they do- not conceive themselves as placed in opposition, by Virtue 
of their judicial capacity, to the exercise by the executive of these extraordinary 
powers in war. It appeared to me as I listened to the Honourable the Mover that 
the refi^n for which he moved this Resolution was largely that he distrusted the 
discretion of the executive authorities in passing orders of this kind. I should much 
have preferred had he dealt with the mat^ter, not on the merits of individual deten- 
tibns in regard to which it is quite impossible to generalise, but on the principles 
of the case. Those principles are those ^discussed in a certain judgment of the 
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Calcutta High Court with which I have no doubt the Honourable the Mover was 
familiar, for he quoted one o:^ the observations made by the Honourable Judges 
of that Court in one of their judgments. • He referred us to the different provisions 
which exist in Regulation III of 1818.and pointed out that in the Preamble of that 
Regulation it is stated that — ^ 

“ When it may bo detoiminort that any person shall be placed under personal rostoaint 
othorwiso t Imn in pursuance of some judicial proceeding, the grounds of such determination should’ 
from i^mo to time come under revision, and the person affected thereby should at all times bo 
allowed freely to bring to the notice of the Government all circumstances relating either to the 
supposed grounds of such determination, or to the manner in which it may bo executed ”. 


The House will notice that the word is “ supposed ” grounds and that has been 
held on judicial advice to iinjily that the Government concerned is under no obliga- 
tion to supply a person detained as a Static prisoner with the actual grounds of his 
detention. The policy of the Regulation is that a prisoner should bo in no better 
position than to guess why he is placed under personal restraint. So much for the 
preamble of th(‘ Regulation . But the preamble itself is not tho law. Tlie operative 
part of that Regulation is section 6 which reads — 


“ The officer m whose custody any State prisoner may be placed is to forward, with such 
observations as may appear necessary, every representation which such State prisoner may from 
time to time be doBiroiis of submitting to the Government.” 


That is a mere formal requirement. It does not impose any obligation to inform 
the prisoner of the charges he ha^ to answer and the only obligation placed on the 
officer having him in custody is that he should forward his representations to Gov- 
ernnudit. Now, I wish to remind the Hou.se that that is exactly the position which 
exists now in n^gard to persons detained under rule 26 of tho Defence of India Rules 
Although th(w is no explicit provision in rule 26 to allow a detained person to show 
(^ause against his detention, th(>re is absolutely nothing to prevent any such person 
from making any rcprcsciiitations he desires to tho Govermnent or tho authority 
which d('tained him and many such persons have in fact made such representations 
from thiu' to tiiiu^ Th(!refor(> the principle to which my Honourable friend appealed 
is not HO ('utirely different from tho practice observed in applying rule 26 as it stands 
He has based many of his ^^commendations contained in lus Resolution on Defence 
Regulation 18-B of tlu^ United Kingdom. I have studied that Regulation myself ; 
T hav<i a «>py Inue. And it need hardly b<i said that after certain observations 
madti by tlu^ Calcutta High Court in one of their cases the Government of India 
did give very caicful study to the differences between that Regulation and the 
proctsli.H! followed under lule 26. But I would point out that these advi.sory 
committees to which the Honourable Mover referred which examined the cases 
of jxTsons detaimxl in the Unitfd Kingdom are not judicial bodies. There is no 
provision in that Regulation for any judicial tribunal. These advisory committees 
are committees of a kind which can approach these things from tho point of view 
of the ex('(!utive, not from the point of view of tho judiciary. Whether you should 
have such advisory committees in India or not is a moot point. Everyone must 
he aware of the extreme difficidty of getting together a number of advisory eom- 
niitt(>es in el<>vmi diffiTcmt provinces staffed by qualified persons, persons’ whose 
judgnu'iit on tlu^ facts at issue would be better than that of tho executive govorn- 
mi'iit, itself. It is not such an easy thing to provide. 

The H<inoitkabi,e tub PRESIDENT : Can you not get non-officials with 
legal exprc rience to be on such advisory committees ? 

The Honoukabde Sib REGINALD MAXWELL : You might. Sir ; but I 
was pointing out that legal experiemee is not only what is wanted. A judicial 
officer can exercise his judgment on c<irtain facts pl'aced before him as to whether 
* C('rtain offence has been conimitted or not. But where he is asked to exorcise 
his judghient on the relations between the probable actions of a certain person if 
not detained and the public security of tho future, then he is in no better position 
to judge than any executive officer or member of the public, because the thin^ 
placed befort' him is not one on ivhich he is able to exercise judicial discretion. ” 

The Honourable Sir’N. GOPALASWAMI AYYANGAR (Madras: Non- 
MuJiamiYiaaan) : Isn’t it a fact, Sir, that oyer the advisory committees constituted 
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unTlor tho Defence of the Realm Act in England a man with legal experienet', fit 
tojbecome a Judge of the High Court, always presides ? 

The Honourable Sir REGINALD JVIAX WELL : TIk'h^ is no sueh provisioji 
in tho Regulation itself, Sir. This is all I am saying. I am not aware- of th(^ pn^crise 
eoVposition of these committees. But it is quite obvious that if tlu'ic'- is sueh a 
conimittce, it would be open to the appointing autliority who is the'- Secretary of 
State himself to put a judicial officer on the committee, which is not an indopoiKhint 
body but one appointed by the authority which passed tho ord(n\ ^ 

The Honourable Sir N. GOPALASWAMI AYYANGAR : My recolh^ctioLi 
is that Mr. Herbert Morrison admitted in the House of Commons that oviu* every 
such committee he had put a man with legal qualifications. 

The Honourable Sir REGINALD MAXWELL : It may be as the Honf)urabe 
Member says, Sir, but I am talking about thoxcharacter of this committee. What 
is recommended in the Resolution is definitely a judicial committee, a committ(>o 
of Judges of the Provincial High Court or the nearest High Court. It is piuely 
a judicial proceeding which is contemplated by my Honourable friend. 

The Honourable the PRESIDENT : There would be no difficulty, I presume 
in putting tho law in India under the Defence of India Act on the same principle as 
in England. 

The Honourable Sir REGINALD MAXWELL : I was pointing out no ob- 
jections in principle. There are no objections in principle*, but in praofcice there 
will bo very great objections indeed. As this Honourable House may rtunombor 
some time ago at tho instance of this Government Pjoviucial Governments a})pointcd 
reviewing committees to go over tho cases of all tho persons wlio wore 1 lu^n defcained 
under the Defence of India Rules and it gave rise to a very groat deal of adminis- 
trative difficulty in finding the officers competent to form these reviewing coimnittces 
in all the various provinces, and it took a considerable time bi^foro the necessary 
bodies could bo established. They wore constituted ad hoc and ouo could not gua- 
rantee being able to reconstitute them at any time when desired. A])art from that. 
Sir, although it might be possible to find a member to place on such a committee ‘ 
who had judicial experience, he would be lost unless he were acjcompanied by .some 
competent person having also executive experience and the only ptTsons who would 
have to be associated with him on the committee in that eapacjity w^ould most 
probably be the very persons who were themselves concerned in the ]){>.ssing of the 
order, some one, for instance, like the Chief Secretary or th(5 Homo Secjixjle.ry of 
the Provincial Government or someoiu? in a Provincial Secretariat ; only such 
persons will have mthin their knowledge the facts necessary to enable such a com- 
mittee to bring its judgment to bear on tho. case. 

The Honourable Pandit HIRDAY NATH KUNZRU : May I ask tho 
Honourable Member whether such a procedure was followed in tho twcmtics in 
Bengal when a committee of which Sir Provash Chundra Milter was a member 
reviewed the cases of the persons who were under detention at that time ? 

The Honourable Sir REGINALD MAXWELL : The Honourable Member 
must bo aw'aro that Bengal has had many special regulations in force at ouo time 
or another and many special situations to deal with and I do not think it would bo 
relevant to tho considoration of tho Resolution bqfore the House which is a Reso- 
lution relating to a war measure that we should go back to the history of Bengal 
in 1920. 

As I have said, Sir, we havo no strong objection in princqile to tho review of 
cases by an Advisory Committeo if it were possible but wo cannot guarantee that 
it would be possible, and it is extremely doubtful whether any Committee which 
we could so constitute would be in a better position than the Provincial Govern- 
ment or the Central Government itself to bring a fair and impartial judgment to 
bear on the case before it. 

, On other matters referred to in the Resolution, namely, that persons should 
have the right to mako representations against tho grounds of their deten,tion and 
that they should bo informed of tho reasons why they have been detained, here 
again the Government of India have no objection in principle and all I can tell 
the House on that subject is that ever since August lasti long before the Honourable 
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Member conooivod this Resolution, wo had the whole matter under the closest 
examination. I am unable at the pi-esent moment, to toll this House what decision 
is likely on that subject. If Honourable Members will wait a little longer the^" will 
know but for the moment I am not able, I am sorry to say, to enlighten thf House 
as to the intentions of Government in this respect. All I can assure thq Honourable 
Members is that this matter, this very issue, which has been raised by the Honour- 
able Member in his Resolution, has been and is still under the closest consideration 
of Government. 

' The Honourable the PRESIDENT : When are you likely to come to a 
decision ? 

The HonoIjuable Sir REGINALD MAXWELL : I cannot say exactly but 
I suppose after some time an announcement will be made. It may be within a 
month or thereabouts, but I should rather not give any definite assurance as re- 
gards the date because it does not entirely depend on me. 

L think, Sir, that I have very little more to add with regard to this Resolution 
but I might allud(j to the point on which the Honourable the Mover dwelt at 
considerable length about allowing legal advice to persons who are detained. He 
is jjorhaps not aware that, again at the instance of the Government of India, all 
Provincial Governments, so far as I am aware, are now allowing persons detained 
under Rule 20 to have interviews with their legal advisors and these interviews 
with legal advisers do not count against the quota of interviews allowed to them 
under the rules ' 

The Honourable Rai Bahadur SRI NARAIN MAHTHA (Bihar : Non- 
Muhammadan): But what about those who do not know under what ofifenccs 
they have been detain(?d ? Of what use would bo the legal adWe© to them ? 

I'liE Honourable Sir REGINALD MAXWELL : Well, * Sir, that is a 
matter of opinion, but I am only dealing with the point that if they wish to have 
l(',gal advisers they can have them. But the Honourable Member’s point relates 
to part (a) of the Resolution, with which I have already dealt and about which 
I am not able to inform the House as to what stops, if any, will be taken in future 
to ensure that persons detained aro informed of the grounds against them. 

I’he Honourabi.e Pandit HIRDAY NATH KUNZRU : May I put a 
(piestion to my Honourabhi friend ? Can tlie detenus see their legal advisers by 
themselves, or have they to do so in the presence of some jail officer ? 

The Honourable Sir REGINALD MAXWELL : As far as I can rooolloct, 
Sir, they hayc to see thorn in the presence of some supervising officer, not neces- 
sarily a Jailor. That is an obvious precaution which is necessary, for after all if 
the interview is pimdy for legal advice what objection is there to that ? 

I was going to refer to one otJier point made by the Honourable the Mover 
and that is that the principle which ho wishes this Rovsolution to affirm 
should apply also to persons dctaiiu'd under Rule 120. There, again, the underly- 
ing assumption is that these powers are used wrongly and without discrimination. 
I do not think the House should or could accept it as a general proposition, 
but at the same time I would temiud the Houso that persons detained under Rule 
129 are in no Jieed of such protection. Under Rule 129 itself no person can be 
detained for more than two months aiiA within that time the authority defainiiig 
him has to de(*ido whetluu* lie is a fit person for detention or not. As a matter of 
fact, I should niyself regard persons detained under Rule 129 in the light of 
undortrials. That section only exists in order to give a police officer power to 
arrest »a person at once wherever he sees or believes him to be dangerous, but 
the detaining authority has then to consider whether any such person should be 
detained under Rule 26 or released ; and therefore I would submit to this House that 
whatever wo may say about Rule 26, Rule 129 does not properly fall within the 
scope of this Resolution. 

The aoNouHABCB Pandit HIRDAY NATH KUNZRU : Can a man tm the 
expiry of two months be detained for a further period of two months or not ? 
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The Honourabm Sir REGINALD MAXWELL : No, Sir, Unless a formal 
order under Rule 26 is passed against him the order under Rule 129 cannot be ex- 
tended. 

ton Honourable Pandit HIRDAY NATH KUNZRU : It cannot be renew- 

ed?\ 

The Honourable Sir REGINALD MAXWELL : No. 

Well, I have only one further remark to make with regard to the speeol^ of 
the Honourable the Mover. He ended by saying that the situation has now so 
far returned to normal that the detention of a large number of persons is no longer 
necessary. He expressed some doubt as regards the number of persona now under 
detention and mentioned the figure of 11,000 as the figure which he last heard. 
I have not got the figures for the period later than the lat of October but on that date 
the number of person detained under Rule 26 in the whole of India was just under 
SjOW and since the number of such prisoners reached its peak the number of 
persons released by Provincial Governments of their own motion was 7,766 ; that 
is to say, they had released very nearly as many persons as those whom they de- 
cided to detain for longer periods. I would remind the House that these releases 
• were ordered by the executive authority-^that very authority whose judgment 
and good faith in these matters is impugned. They were ordered without the advicjc 
of a Judicial tribunal or a tribunal of any kind, and I think that fact, those figures, 
should be sufficient to assure the House that the Provincial Governments, or the 
Central Government, are not detaining prisoners longer than is necessary. I have 
often given assurances in public that the principle which invariably rules the detention 
of persons under Rule 26 is that no person should be detained longer than is neces- 
sary, but we cannot make a sweeping generalization, as the Honourable the Mov(^r 
wishes us to do, and say that tho situation has returned to normal and there is no 
need to detain all these persons. Has the Honourable Member forgotten that the 
war is still going on ? Has he forgotten that tho Japanese enemy stands on our 
borders and in the seas surrounding India ? Who can see what may happen yet 
before tho end of this war ? And I must remind the Honourable the Mover 
that these persons were detained largely, almost entirely, because their activities 
were such as to paralyze the defence of Jndia or to interfere with tho prosecution 
of the war. No Government which has a true sense of its responsibilities can, at 
this juncture, when tho Japanese enemy is still undefeated on our borders, agree 
that the situation has returned to normal or that there is any case for the release} 
of all these persons who have hitherto obstructed the prosecution of the war. 8ii‘, 

I oppose. 

The Honourable Sib DAVID DEVADOSS : (Nominated Non-Official) : Sir, 
with your permission, I should like to enquire from the Honourable the Homo 
Member, seeing that he is here, whether he would allow or rather instruct Local 
Governments to allow members of the legal profession to inform* their clients as tc 
tho state of their cases and supply other information ? I can give one instance 
in which an advocate of the Madras High Court was simply taken away one after- 
noon, and he did not know why he was taken away. He was put in jail. An 
attempt was made to get from him an account of tho expenses of a certain heavy 
litigation in which I was interested. We could not communicate with him. Tho 
answer was that ho could only write to his wife. Now, it affects other people. 

I hold no brief for him ; whether he was guilty or not, whether he was rightly arrested 
or not, I am not concerned to express an opinion. But it was necessary for certain 
purposes to get certain information from him as to tho amount of cost incurred in 
a paurticular case so that that information might be given to the Income-tax autho- 
rities. And you know, Sir, tho Income-tax authorities will not wait for such in- 
formation, and they will assess on the whole of the amount without dodtlcting 
the costs. That is one instance. 

Again, Sir, there are cases in which members of tho Bar were arrested without 
any notice, and they had no means of communicating with their clients as to the 
state of the cases in which they were engaged. That affects a large number of 
people who are interested in the cases. Would not the Honourable the Home 
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Member .S6o that these piersoiis do opt suffer on account of the arrest-of their legal 
advisers ? . ~ . 

The Honoubablb Sib BEQIN&LD MAXWELL : Sir, I am'naturalljr v&ble 
to give any reply as relai^ the specific cases quoted by my Honourabl/fHend. 
But I shall certainly take note of his suggestion ; it seems to me to be eminently 
reasonable. 

'' The H 0 BOOBABI.E THE PRESIDEhiT : There are maqy Honourable members 
wishing to speak on this Resolution. May I knpw from the Hononrable the Home 
Member whether it would be possible or convenient to adjourn the debate on this 
Resolution the next session ? 

The Honoubable Sib REGINALD MAXWELL : Yes, Sir ; I entirely agree. 
I have no wish to come in the way of a full discussion. 

The Honoxjbable the PRESIDENT: I am very glad that Government 
has accepted my suggestion, and I adjourn the debate on this Resolution to the 
.next session. The Council will adjourn s»we die. 

The Council then adjourned sine die. 


Gipp- M-|7 C. of 8.— 10-1.44— 7W 
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Das, Hon. Mr. M. L. — 

Motion re food situation. 168-70. 

Oath of Office. 1. 

Das, Hon. Rai Bahadur S. K. — 

Question re — 

Interference with the work of the 
Appellate Assistant Income-tax Commis- 
sioner. 8, 

Reversion of Mr. S. G. Sen Gupta, Appel- 
late Assistant Commissioner. 8. 

Transfer of the Appellate Assistant 
Income-tax Commissioners under the 
control of the Legislative Department. 
7. 

Deaths-t- 

Question re — 

Condition of varcity and number of 

due to starvation in Bengal. 82-83. ^ 

Number of due to starvation in 

Calcutta. 83. 

Number of from starvation in 

Bengal. 175-76. 

Debt— 

See “Sukkur Barrage ”. 

Debtor Country — 

Question re prospect of India becoming a 
. 181. 

Declarations op Exemption — 1 

Statement (laid on the table) re under j 

section 6 of the Registration of Foreign- ! 
ers Act, 1939. 10-13, 185-86. , , 


Defence of India Rules — 

Question re number of persons arrested and 

detained in Delhi under the . 129-30. 

Resolution re amendment of the . 261- 

70. 

IDefence of India Rule Prisoners — 

Question re — , 

Classification of of Delhi. 131. 

Place, of detention of of Delhf. • 130- 

31. . • 

Supply of Indian newspapers to Defence 

of India Rule prisoners of Delhi. 131- 

32. 

Defence Purchases — 

Question re examination by the Public 

Accounts Committee of the f“st of . 

32. 

Delhi— 

See “Congress Detenus”. 

Sve “Defenoe of India Rules”. 

See “Defence of India Rule Prisoners**. 
See “Musi m Taxpayers**. 

Delhi Ridge — 

See “Tunnel*’. 

Delhi University (Amendment) Bill — 

See “ ” under “Bill”. 

Department of Food, Standing Committee 
for the — 

Motion for election of members. 34, 36. 
Election of members. 122. 

Deputation — 

Question re — 

to U. S. A. an»l Britain to explain 

India’s war effort. 79-80. 

Reason for sending a to England 

and the U. S. A. to explain India’s war 
effort. 230-31. 

DeTEN'IION — 

Question re place of of Defence of 

of India ''Rule prisoners of Delhi. 131- 
Detenus — 

Question re number of — — in Centrally 
Administered Areas. 230. 

See “Congress 

Devadoss, Hon. Sir David — 

Code of Criminal Procedure (Second Amend- 
ment) Bill — 

Motion to consider. 188. 

Criminal Procedure Amendment Bill- 
Motion to consider. 186-87. 

Motion rc food situation. 135, 144-47, 170, 
196, 200, 205. * ' 

Nomination of the to the Panel of 

Chairmen. 13. 

Question (supplementary) rc number of 
reverted Hindu and Muslim officers in the 
Income-tax Department, Punjab. 6. 
Resolution re — 

Amendment of the Defence of India Rules. 
269-70. 

Financial help to the Government of 

Bengal. 50. 

Development Minister, Punjab — * 

Question rc allegations made by the — , 
regarding ^fiteering by the sale of food- 
grains. 1^84. 

Diary — 

Question rc publication of the of Sri • 

Srinivasa Sarma and party, for the period 
of theirjpurs, on behalf of India. 1^. 
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XJiatrvxu — 13 1 

Question re between the C. P. anci 

Berar Government and the Reserve Bank 
of India regarding the bearing of the 
cost of destroyed currency notes. 76. 

E 

Eastern Frontier — 

See “India’s 

Editor.^— 

See “Indian 

Education — 

Question re scheme for the advancement of 

• in India. 88-90. 

Eisenhower, General D. — 

Question rc message from His Majesty the 

King to on the Vic tor v in Sicily. 

67. 


Finance Accounts, 1941-42, and Audit 
Report, 1943 — 

Statement (laid on the table) re . 13. 

IViNANCUL ASSISTANCfe — 

Question re given to Bengal for famim» 

30. • * 

Financial Help — 

Resolution re to tho Government of 

Bengal. 36-52. 

I'iNANCiAL Implications — 

Question re of the establishment of tho 

South East Asia Command in India. 126. 
Flood — 

Question re disaster in Ajmer-Merwara. 

69-70. 

F’i.orida — 

iSec “Air Service’’. 


Empire Air Conference-- 
Question rc representation of India at the 

. 127. 

Empire Council — 

Question rc establishment of a permanent 

. 74. 

Enemy Aoents-^p. 

Qiiestiou rc execution of four Indian civi- 
lians as of Japan. 127. 

Escapk™ 

Question rc of security prisoner Revati 

Knrijan Chakravartv from Red Fort-, 
Delhi. 17-18. 

Estate Officers — 

iSVc “Indian Military 

England -- 

See “Deputation’’. 

Evacuees — 

See “British Asuno 

^ QSu~e o£ four Inaiun civilians as 

enemy agents of Japan. 127. 

Expenditure — 

Question rc — i 1 1 

Allocation of incurred on the build- 

ings for the South East Asia Command. 
7 

Allocation of on the conquest of 

Burma. 7. 

F 

FaCI’ORIKS — 

Question re flight of capital and migration 
of , etc. 70. 

•k 

Fallow Lands— 

Question rc opening of" reserve forests afld 

to ensure success of “Grow More 

Food” campaign. 84. 

Famine — 

Question rc financial assistance given to 

V Bengal for . 30. 

Famine Relief — 

Question re transfer of , etc., from the 

provinces to the Centre. 90. 

Federal douRT — 

Question re — 

Extension of the jurisdiction of . 17. 

Opinion of the Chief Justice of India 
regarding the enlargement of the juris- 
diction of the . 175. 

Finance — 

See “British 


Food — 

Motion re situation. 91-122, .134-73, 

189-227. 

Question re — 

Amendment of Government of India Act, 

1936, to take away , clothing, etc., 

from the purview of provinciiil auto- 
nomy. 181. 

Situation in regard to and cloth in 

Balasore district in Orissa. 232. 

Food Conference — 

Question re decision of — — held in Bengal 

; under tho presidency of Ilis Excellency 
the Viceroy. 181-82. 

Food Crisis — 

Question re remarks of Sardar Baldev Singh 
on the in Bengal. 74-76. 

Food Deparitvient — 

Question re gazetted appointments in the 
Supply, Information and Broadcasting 
and (s). 27-29. 

Food Department, Standing Committee for 

THl? — 

Motion for election of members. 34-36, 

Ejection of members. 122. 

Foodgrains — 

Question re — 

Allegations* made by the Development 
Minister, Punjab, regarding profiteering 

by the sale of . 182-84. 

Bengal Government’s purchases of . 

24. 

Instructions to Indian authorities in 

t U. S. A. to arrange fo|'' shipment of 
to India. 78. 

Profits ‘mad© by various Provincial Gov- 
ernments by selling . 177-79. 

Statement of Mr. Suhrawardy regarding 

transport arrangements for in 

Bengal. 71. 

Statement of Dr. Shyama Prosad Mukher- 

jee regarding the free carriage of 

by the Scindia Company. 185, 

Stock of held and bought by the 

military in Bengal, Assam and Bihar. 

25. 

■ Supply of to Bengal. 30-31. 

Foodgrains Purchasing Agent — 

Question re prosecution of a of the 

Bengal Government by the United Pro- 
vinces Government. &-33. 
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Food Problem — Hindus — 

Question re relation of the Government of Question re instructions regarding mainten- 

India with the provinces regarding . ance of Hindu orphans in Bengal by . 

86-87. 78. ^ 

Food Shortage — Iissamuddin Bahadur, Hon, Lt.-Col. Sir — 

Question re Secretary of State’s statement Motion re food situation. 142-44. 

on in 'Bengal. 77-78. Resolution re reconstruction reserve fund. 

Foodstuffs — 5.3 

Question re arrival of ships in India with ^ 

32 Home Department Resolution — 

•Four Freedoms”— ' Question re infringement of regarding 

Question re Supply Member’s opinion on appointment of Muslim stenographers. 6. 
the in the B. B. C.’s discussion. Homesteads — 

20. . ' Que^?tion re requisition.s of lands and 

by military authorities. 84. 

lIossAiN Imam. Hon. Mr. — 


G ARBEIT, Sir Colin — 

Question re observations by regarding 

profiteering in wheat supplies. 123-25. 
Gazetted Appointments — 

Question re in the Supply, Information 

and Broadcastinir and Food Departments. 

27-29. 

Goods — 

Question re import of for civilian use 

in India. 71. 

Government of Bengal — 

Question /e statement of Mr. Amery regard- 
ing utilization of the profits made by the 

out of the purchases of wheat. 127- 

28. 

Resolution re financial help to the Govern- 
ment of Bengal. 36-62. 

Goverment op India — 

Question rc — 

Position of in relation to South East 

Asia Command. 86. 

Relation of the with the provinces 

reg,arding food problem. 86-87. 

Government of India Act, 1935 

See ” ” under “Act”. 

Governor General^ His Excellency the — 

Message from nominating the Panel of 

Chairmen. 13. 

Message from stating his intention of 

addressing both Chambers of the l 4 egis-> 
lature in the Budget Session of 1944. 1. 
”Grow Mor^lFood” Campaign— 

Question rc — 

Opening of reserve forests and - fallow 

lands to ensure success of . 84. 

Payments to provinces in connection with 

. 21-24. 

Gur— 

Question rc United Provinces Government’s 
charge on export of . 32. 

High Commissioner op Australia 

Question rc proposed appointment of a 

' in India. 177. 

Hindu and Muslim Officers — 

Question re — 

Number of reverted in the Income 

tax Department, Punjab. 6. 

Promotion of in the Income-tax De 

partment. 6. 

Hindu Code (Intestate Succe8si6n) Bill — 

See ” ’’ under “Bill**. 

Hindu Orphan's — 

Question re instructions regarding main 
t enance of in Bengal by Hindus. 78. 


Mrtioii rc — . 

Food situation. 97, 98, 99, 100, 106, 108, 
113-14, 114, 115, 116, 120, 121, 122, 140, 
141, 146, 148. 150. 154, 166, 191, 194, 
195, 196 97, 207, 208, 209, 210, 212, 214, 
216, 223, 226, 227. 

Standing C-.mmittce for the Department of 
Food. 34, 35, 36. 

Notice of Motion for Adjournment rc sup- 
pression of freedom-loving Lebanese by 

French Imperialists. 33 34. 

Question rc — 

Allotment of Lend-Lease lorries. 27. 

Appointment of adequate number of Mus- 
lim assessing staff in the Income-tax 
Department, Delhi. 7. 

Appointment of a Muslim Commissi oner of 
Incomc-lax in the Punjab. 5. 

Bengal Government’s purchases of food- 
grains. 24. 

Charges by United Provinces Government 
on export of oil-seeds. 31-32. 

Differential treatment in matters of ad- 
journment of Income tax cases. 129. 

■En(|uiry regarding the dissatisfaction of 
Muslim taxpayers in Delhi. 7. 

Examination by the Public Accounts Com- 
mittee of the cost of Defence purchases. 
32. 

Gazetted appointments in the Supply, 
Information and Broadcasting and Food 
Departments. 27-29, 

Infringement of Home Department Reso- 
lution regarding appointment of Muslim 
stenographers. 6. 

Number of Muslim Commissioners of 
Income-tax. 5. 

Number of reverted Hindu and Muslim 
officers in the Income-tax Department, 
Punjab. 6. 

Paucity of Muslim Assistant Commis- 
sioners of Income-tax in the Punjab 
Circle. 5-6. 

Payments to provinces in connection with 
“Grow More Food” campaign. 21-24. 

Pre-war import of rice, etc., by Bengal. 
24-25. 

Promotion of Hindu and Muslim officers 
in the Tnc^mc-tax Departmeuf. 6. 

Prosecution of a Food grains Purchasing 
Agent of the Bengal Government by the 
United Provinces Government. ^-33^ 

Purchases of textiles by the Supply De 
partment. 26. 

Quantum and value of textiles bought by 
the Supply Department for foreign coun- 
tries. 26-26. 
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Quantum and value of textiles exporte* 
on non*Government account. 26. 
Shorta'ge of Muslims in ihe Income«ta. 

Department, Punjab Circle. 7. 

Stock of foodgrains held and bought b; 
the military in Bengal, Assam an^ 
Bihar. 25. 

Supply Member’s opinion on the “Fou; 

Freodoins” in the B.B.C.’s discussion, 

^ 20 . 


Trouble given to Muslim income-taxpay- 
ers fti Delhi. 129. 

.United Provinces Government’s charge on 
export of (jnr^ 32. 

Question (supplementary) re — 

Committee of allied powers for rehabili- 
tation of devastated areas. 85-86. 

Countries of the troops serving in India, 
233-34. 

Dearth of small coins irf the United 
Provinces. 71-72. 

Deputation to U. S. A. and Britain to 
explain India’s war effort. 79^. 

Employment of women for work in under- 
ground mines. 15-17. 

Escape of secnirity prisoner Revati Ranjan 
Chakravarty from Red Fbrt, Delhi. 17- 
18. 

Export of textile and other pieco-goods 
U) Turkey. 15. 

Extension of the jurisdiction of Federal 
Court. 17. 

Financial implications of the establish 
ment of the South East Asia Command 
in India. 126. 

Financial assistance given to Bengal for 
famine. 30. 

Observations by Sir Colin Garbett regard- 
ing profiteering in wheat supplies. 123- 


Profit.s made by various Provincial Gov- 
ernments by selling foodgrains. 177-79 
Supply of rice, paddy etc., to Bengal for 
Civil and Defence JForcee. 24-25. 
Transport of rice from Karachi to Ben- 
gal by the Sciiulia Steam Navigation 
Company. 126-27, 


Resolution re — 

Financial help to the Government of 
Bengal. 36.42, 5052. 

M^fi^tion of the Cripps’ proposal. 

Reconstruction reserve fund. 66-56. 


Hot Springs— 

See “United Nations Food Conference’*. 
Hot Springs Conference — 

Question re report of the delegate of India 

to the . 

House of Commons — 


Qiiestion re speech of Sir Stanley Reed in 
„ ® the easement in the 

British finance effected by the generosity 
of tfle Indian Government. 1 - 2 . 


Income-tax Cases— 

Question re differential treatment in matters 
of adjournment of — . 129 . 

Income-tax Department— 

Question re promotion of Hindu and Muslim 
officers in the . 6 . 


Income-tax Department, Delhi — 

Question re appointment of adequate num- 
ber of Muslim assessing staff in the . 

Income-tax Department, Punjab ^ 

Question re number qI reverted Hindi:b and 

Muslim officers in the . 6. r 

Income-tax Department, Punjab Circle— 

Question re shortage of Muslims in the . 

7. 

Income-taxpayers — 

See “Muslim ’*. 

India — 

See “Air Service**. 

Indian Air Training Corps — 

Question re in the Universities. 78- 

79. 

Indian and British Officers — 

Question re — 

Number of in the Cantonments Der_ 

partment. 229. 

Number of in the Indian Artillery. 

234. 

Proportion of in the Intelligence 

Corps. 234-35. 

Indian Army and Indian Air Force (Amend- 
ment) BlUr— 

See “ — — ’* under “Bill**, ' 

Indian Artillkry— 

Question te number of Indian and British 

officers in the . 234. 

Indian Authorities — 

Question re instructions to in XJ.S.A. 

to arrange for shipment of foodgrains to 
India. 78. 

ndian Boilers (Amendment) Bill— 

See “ ** under “Bill**. 

Indian Civilians — 

Question re execution of four as 

enemy agents of Japan. 127. 

Indian Commercial Mission — 

Question re to Argentina. 67 

[ndian Companies (Amendment) Bill— 

See “ under “Bnx^*. 

ndian Editors — 

Question re invitation of representative — 
and journalists to visit Britain. 2. 

ndian Medical Council — 

Question re representation of the on 

the Public Health and Development Com- 
mittee. 85. 

NDIAN Military Estate Ofticbbs — 

Question re number of . 82. 

ndian Newspapers — 

Question re supply of — — to Defence of 
India Rule prisoners of Delhi. 131-3SL 
ndian Prisoners of War— 

Question re — 

in Italy. 70. 

News of — — in Japanese hands. 232- 
33. 

NDIAN Register— 

Question rc restrictionfl imposed upon 

ships on the , 87. 

NDIANS — 

Question re — 

Disabilities of in Canada. 17. 

Status and privileges of in recon- 

structed Burma. 72. 

NDIAN ShTTLERS— 

Qoeaiion re - — in Mauritius. 179 . 80 , 
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Indian Tea Contkol (Second Ambsndmbnt) 

See ** ” under “Bill”. ^ 

•-India’s Eastern Frontier— 

, Question re new supply road on . 81- 

.82. . 

Indians War Effort— 

Question re- — 

Deputation to U. S. A. and Britain to 
explain . 79-80. 

Reason for sending a deputation to Eng- 
land and the U. S. A. to explain . 

230-31. 

Information and Broadcashno Department — 
Question re Gazetted aj^pointments in the 
Supply, Food and (s). 27-29. 

Information (laid on. the table) re — 
Numbers of South Africans and Austra- 
lians in the civil and military services. 
10 . 

Sugar factories in North Bihar, etc. 9-10. 
Supply' Department. 10. 

20 count yarns. 90-91. 

Wagon allotment for war supplies, etc. 9. 

Instructions — 

Question re to Indian authorities in 

U.S.A. to arrange for shipment of food- 
grains to India. 78. 

Intelligence Corps — 

Question re propottion of Indian and Bri- 
tish officers in the . 234-35. 

Inter governmental Committeb on Refu- 
gees — 

Question re membership of India of the 

. 77. 

Italy — 

See “Indian Prisoners op War’*. 

J 

Japan — 

See “Enemy Agents”. 

Japanese — 

See “Indian Prisoners op War”. 

JiNNAH, Mr. — 

Question re vacation by military personnel 
of the bungalow purchased for . 7. 

Joobndra Singh, Hon. SiRi — 

Motion re food situation. 166-68, 201. 
Resolution re — 

Financial help to the Government of 
Bengal. 38-39. 

Reconstruction reserve fund. 54, 61. 

JoNE^, Hon. Mr. C. E. — 

Resolution re — 

Financial help to the Government of Ben- 
gal. 47-50, 51. 

Reconstruction reserve fund. 62-64, 65. 

Journalists — 

Question re invitation of representative 
Indian editors and — — to visit Britain. 
2 . ' 

K 

Kamkar, Hon. Mr V. V.-^ 

Election of the — — to the Standing Com- 
mittee for the Pood Department. 122. 
Motion re food situation. 151-54, 200, 

201, 214, 216, 


Nomination of the to the Panel ol 

ChaiAnen. 13. 

Question re — 

Appointment of a junior officer as officiat- 
ing Additional Financial Adviser, 

Supply Department. 8. 

Correct recording of the Proceeding of 
the Ambala Cantonment Board. 20. 
Meeting of the Cantonment Board, 

• Ambala, in the absence of ’the Presi- 
dent. 19. 

Performance of the duties and functions 
of the President, Cantonment Board, 
Ambala. 19-20. 

Substantive appointment of a junior offi 
cer as Additional Financial Adviser. 
8 . 

Question (supplementary) re proportion of 
Indian and British officers in the Intelli- 
gence Corps. 234-35. - 
Resolution re removal of restrictions on 
publication of news. 241-43. 

Kameshwar Singh op Darbhanga, Hon. 
Maharajaduiraja Sir — 

Motion re food situation. 154-58. 

Karachi — 

See “Bice”. 

Khurshid Alt Khan, Hon. Mb. — 

Election of the to the Standing Com- 

mittee for the Food Department. 122. 
King, Hia Majesty the — 

Question re message from to General 

D. Eisenhower on the victory in Sicily. 
67. 

Kunzhu, Hon. Pandit H. N. — 

Motion re — 

Food situation. 93, 94, 96, 98, 103- 

113, 119, 159, 167, 199, 211, 214, 

216, 219, 225-26. 

Standing Committee for the Department 
of Food. 36. 

Nomination of the as a member of the 

Committee on Petitions. 14. 

Notice of Motion for Adjournment re sup- 
pression of freedom-loving Lebanese by 
French Imperialists. 33-34. 

Question r & — 

Allegations made by the Development 
Minister, Punjab, regarding profiteer- 
ing by the sale of foodgrains. 182-84. 
Classification of Defence of India Rule 
prisoners of Delhi. 131. 

Condition of Professor N. K. Nigarn, a 
security prisoner. 235. 

Countries of the troops serving in India. 
233-34. 

Decision of Food Conference held in 
Bengal under the presidency of Hig 
Excellency the Viceroy. 181-82. 

Export of rice from Orissa. 30. 

Export of rice from Orissa and Orissa 
States. 29-30. 

Financial assistance given to Bengal for 
famine. 30. 

Number of Indian and British officers in 
the Indian Artillery. 234. 

Number of persons arrested and detained 
in Delhi under the Defence of India 
Rules. 129-30. 

Place of detention of Defence of India 
Rule prisoners of Delhi. 130-31. 

Placing of rules relating to security 
prisoners in the Council Library. IS. 
Privileges of security prisoners. 132-83. 
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^ Proportion of imported wheat received 
by Bengal. 31. 

Proportion of Indian and British officers 
in the Intelligence Corps. 234-36. 

Release of, and restrictions placed on, 
C’ongress detenus in Delhi. 236. 

Statement of Dr. Shyama Prosad Makh- 
erjee regarding the free carriage of 
foofigrains by the Scindia Company. 
185. • 

Stores niafJo available to civil authorities 
by tbe military. 182. 

Supply of foodgrains to Bengal. 30-31. 

Supply of Indian newpaffers to Defence 
of India Rule prisoners of Delhi. 131- 
32. 

Que.'^tion (supplementary) re — 

('barges by United Provinces Govern- 
ment on export of oil-seeds. 31-32. 

Conference in London on post-war civil 
aviation. 126-26. 

Disabilities of Indians in' Canada. 17. 

Employment of women for work in 
underground mines. 16-17. 

Escaj)c of security prisoner Revati Ranjan 
Chakravarty from Red Fort, Delhi. 
17-18. 

Invitation of representative Indian 
editors an<l journalists to visit Britain. 
2 . 

Number of dehths from starvation in 
Bengal. 175-76. 

Number of detenus in Centrally Admi- 
nistered Areas. 230. 

Observations by Sir Colin Garbott regard- 
in;; profiteering in wheat supplies. 
123.25. 

Price of and manufacture of XE loco- 
iiiolives. 18 19. 

Profit.s made by variou.s Provincial Gov- 
ornnients by selling foodgrains. 177-79. 

Riiason for sending a deputation to Eng- 
land and the IT. S. A. to explain 
India’s war effort. 230-31, 

Situation in regard to food and cloth in 
Balasore district in Orissa. 232. 

Supply Member’s opinion on the ‘‘Four 
Freodoms” in the B. B. C.’s discus- 
sion. 20. 

Text of agreement for, and India’s parti- 
cipation in, the United Nations Mief 
and Rehabilitation Administration. 
123. • 

Transport of rice from Karachi to Ben- 
gal by tbe Scindia Steam Navigation 
Comnany. 126.27. 

U.'?e of swimming pool in the Lady 
Hardinge Medical (College, New Delhi, 
by males. 125. 

Resolution re — 

Amendment of the Defence of India 
Rules. 261-65, 267, 268, 269. 

Financial help to the Government oi 
Bengal. 40. 

Reconstnf’tion reserve fund. 69-61. 

Removal of restrictions on publicjition of 
news. 66. 237-41, 246 47. 

Ii 

iDY Hardinge Medical College, New 

DELrtf— 

Question re use of swimming pool in the 

by males. 126. 


L.\l, Hon. Mb. Shavax A. — 

Code of Criminal Procedure Amendment 
BiU-- 

^Motion to consider. 187. 

Motion to pass. 187. 

Code of Criminal Procedure (Second Amend- • 
ment) Bill — r 

Motion to consider. 187, 187-88. 

Motion to pass. 188. 

Criminal Procedure Amendment Bill — 
Motion to consider. 186. 

Motion to pass. 187. 

Lands — 

Question re requisition of and home- 

steads by military authorities. 84. 
Lebane.se-— 

Notice of Motion for Adjournment re 
suppression of Freedom-loving - ■ — by 
French imperialists. 33-34. 

Leoislative DEPABTMEN'I — 

Question re transfer of the Appellate Assis- 
tant Income-tax Commissioners under tbe 
control of the — — . 7. 

Lend-Lease — 

Question re implications of operations. 

68 . 

Lend-Lease Lorries — 

Question re allotment of . 27. 

Leprosy — 

Question re — 

Measures to stop the spread . of — -• 

84 85. ^ 

Spreading of in big cities 85. 

Library — 

See “CoirNCiL ”. 

Locomotives — 

Question re price of and manufacture of 

XF . 18-19. 

London — 

See “f^ONFERENne”. 

P.OIUIIES 

See “Lease-Lend 

M 

Mahomed Usman, Hon. Sir — 

Motion re food situation. 119, 227. 

Resolution re — 

Modification of the Cripps’ proposal. 

251, 261. . . 

Removal of restrictions on publication oi 
news. 65, 

Maih’ha, Hon. Rai Bahadur Sri Naratn— 

Motion re — ^ 

Food situation. 94-95, 97, 114-22, 163, 173> 
198. 

Standing Committee for the Department 
of Food. 34-36. # 

Question re — 

• Number of detenus in Centrally Adminis- 
tered Areas. 230. 

Number of Indian and British officers in 
the Cantonments Department. 229. 
Reason for sending a deputation to 
England and U. S. A. to explain India’s 
war effort. 230-31. 

R« -employment of retired British officers 
in the Cantonments Department. 229-30. 
Representation from the Association of 
Graduates of the Ayurvedic College of 
the Benares Hindu University. ^1-32. 
Situation in regard to food and cloth in 
Balasore district in Orissa. 232. 
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Resoltiiion re^ 

Amendment of the Defence of Indn 
Buies. 268. 

Modification of the Cripps’ proposal. 2S6 
^ 58, ^9, 260. 

Financial help to the Government o 
Bengal. 43-45, 50. 

^construction reserve fund. 58-59 65 
Mauiiitius — * 

See “Indian Settlers”.* 

Maxweix, Hon. Sir R. m.— 

Resolution re amendment of the Defence o 
India Rules. 265-69. 

Mecca— 

See “Slaves”. 

Menon, Hon. Sm Ramtwni- 

" “'w. " -.r"'" 

■Kesolution re — ‘ 

Moditkation of the Cripps* proposal. 25S 

56-58, 

the Governor Gen 

eral^ nom.„at>ng the Panel of SrSn 

y .the Governor Gen 

both rh!nl ® of addresZ. 

1^5. ^hanii;er, the Budget Session ..1 

^to^'^Generaro' Majesty the King 

w SicHy! en the victor^ 

MiLmnv jirrTHouiTiBs— 

Z ‘‘•vd home 

MrLTTARv Esta™ Omcims- 
Indian •», 

Mines — 

.o,k 

Ministohial Staei^! 

Mo-scow— *he Cypher Bureau. 67. 

^®e “REPBBSENTATtVB” 

MomAL, Hon. Mk. g 8- 
Motion re food situation. 193.96^ 213, 215. 

proposal. m61,'^^61_ ‘he Cripps* 
Motion fob Adjournmeni^ 

Notice op *» 

Motion re — 

Food situation. 91-122, 134.73 100007 
Moron VraiicLEq « ’ t°9-227. 

Bm— (Dbivbbs) . Amendme* 

See " ” under "BitL”. 

Mtoammad Husain, Hon. Ha« Steiv-. 

Lode of Criminal Procedure (Second 

Amendment) Bill— loeconu 

Motion to consider. 188 ' 

“a a member of the 
LOmmittee on Petitions. 14. 

Mttkhe^ee, Dr. Shyama Prosad— 

Question re sta.tement of — regarding the 
free carriage of foodgrains by the Scindia 
Company. 185. 


Muslim and Hindu Officers— * 

Question re — 

Number of reverted — ^ in the Income- 
tax Department, Punjab. 6. 

Promotion of in the Income-tax De- 

partment. 6. 

Muslim Assessing Stapiw 
Question re appointment of adequate number 
DelhT^?'” Income-tax Department, 

^^TAx— Commissioners of Incom*^ 

Question re paucity of in the Punjab 

Circle. 5-6. 

Muslim Commissioner op Income-tax— 
Question re — 

Appointment of a in the Punjab, 5. 

Number of . 5. 

Muslim Income-taxpayers— 

Question re trouble given to in Delhi. 

129. . ■ . ^ * 

Muslims — 

Question re shortage cf fa the Income- 

tax Department, Punjab Circle. 7. 
Muslim Stenographers— 

Question re infringement of Home Depart- 
ment Resolution regarding appointment of 
. 6 . 

Muslim Taxpayers — 

Question re enquiry regarding the dissatijs- 
faction of in Delhi. 7. 


(Second 


Narayandas Girdhardas, Hon. Mb. — 
Question re— 

Amendment of Government of India Act, 
1935, to take away food, clothing, etc.^ 
from the, purview of provincial auto- 
nomy. 181. 

Effect on India's sterling balances on the 
establishment oT the South East Asia 
Command. 180. 

India’s representative at Moscow. 180. 

- India’s trade with U.S.S.R. through the 
United Kingdom Commercial Oorrpora- 
tion. 180. 

of cargo planes in India, 

180. 

Number and value of contracts given to 
Indian and European firms by the Supnlv 
Department. 181. 

® token of appreciation to 
M. Stalin on behalf of India. 180. 

Prospect of India becoming a debtor 
country. 181. 

Publication of the diary of Srinivasa 
Sarma and party, for the period of their 
tours, on behalf of India. 185. 

Sharing of all collection of taxes by Cen- 
tral Government with Provincial Gov- 
ernments. 181. 

S'ews — 

Re.^olution re removal of restrictions on nnb-^ 

lication of . 65, 237-48 

N^ewspapers— ^ 

See “Indian — — 

New York — 

See “Am Sbrvicje”. 

Nigam, Professor, N. K.— 

Question re condition of , a security^ 

prisoner. 235. 

S’ooN. Hon. Sm Fmo* Khaew 
O ath of Office, i. 
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Motion 

Food situation. 95, 107, 149.51, 201, 

202 , 210 . 

Standing Committee for the Department 
of FtK)d. 36.. 
jauLBs — 

Question re placing of , relating to 

86(11 rity prisoners in the Council Library. 
133. 


Sapru, Hon. Mr. P. N. — 

Code of Criminal Procedure (Second Amend- 
ment) Bill — 

Motion to consider. 187-88. 

Election of — to the Standing Committee 
for the Food Department. 1^ 

Motion re — 

Food situation. 97, 100, 113, 139-42, 191, 
196, 200. 

Standing Committee for the Department 
of Food. 35-36. 

Notice of Motion for Adjournment re 
suppression of freedom-ljovingi Lebanese 
by French imperialists. 33-34. 

Question re — 

'Arrival of ships in India with food- 
stuffs. 82. 

Number of Indian Military Estate Ofli- 
cers. 82. 

Number of Reconstruction Committees 
with non-official members. 82. 

Question (supplementary) re — 

Deputation to U. S. A. and Britain to 
explain India’s war effort. 79-80. 
Employment of women for work in under- 
ground mines, 15-17. 

Place of detention of Defence of India 
Rule prisoners of Delhi. 130-31. 
Prosecution of a Foodgrains Purchasing 
Agent of the Bengal Government by 
the United Provinces Government. 32- 
33. 

Sch(^me for the advancement of educa- 
tion in India. 88-90. 

^ Supply Member’s opinion on the ‘Four 
Freedoms’* in the B. B. C.*s discus- 
sion. 20. 

Resolution re reconstruction reserve fund. 
52-56, 58, 64-65. 

“Sattarth Prakash** — 

Question re proposal of Sind Government 
to proscribe the . 125. 

SciNDiA Company — 

Question re statement of Dr. Shyama Prosad 
Mukherjee regarding the free carriage of 
foodgrains by the . 185. 

SciNDTA Steam Navigation Company 

Qnestion re transport of rice from Tarachi 
to Bengal by the — — . 126-27. 

Secretary or State — 

Question re *s statement on food short- 

age in Bengal. 77-78. 

Securtty Prisoner — 

Question rc'— 

Condition of Professor N. K. Nigam, a 
— T 235. . ^ 

Placing, of rules relating to in th^ 

Council Library. 133. 

Privileges of . 132-33. 


Security Prjsoner Rbvati Ranjan Chakba- 
varty — 

Question re escape of — — from Red Forty 
«, Delhi. 17-18. 

Sen, Hon. Mr. B. R. — 

Motion re food situation. 91-97, 103, 195.* 
217-25. , 

Motion re Standing Committee for Ithe 
Department of Food. 34, 35, 36. 

Oath of Office. 1, 

Sen Gupta, Mr. S. C. — 

Question re reversion of * Appellate 

Assistant Commissioner. 8. 

Seitlers — 

See “Indun 

Ships — 

Question re — 

Arrival of in India with foodstuffs. 

82. 

Restrictions imposed upon — — on the 
Indian register. 87. 

Sicily — 

See “Message”. 

See “Victory”. 

Sind Government — 

Notice of Motion for Adjournment re 
terms of the Government of India’s orejer 

under section 126A to the . 236-37: 

Question re proposal of to proscribe 

the Satyarth Prahaah. 125. 

SiNHA, Hon. Kumar N. N. — 

Question re issue of upper class tickets on 
( the Murshidabad-Lalgola section of the 
B. & A. R. and the booking of special 
trains on that section. 8-9. 

Motion re food situation. 190-91. ^ 

Slaves — 

Question re sale of British subjects as 

in Mecca. 4-5. 

SoBHA Singh, 'Hon. Sardar Bahadur— 

Motion re food situation. 102-03. 

South Africans — 

Information (laid on the table) re numbers 
of— and Australians in the civil and 
military services. 10. 

SoiTTH Atlantic — 

See “Air Servic®”. 

South East Asia Command — 

Question re — 

Allocation of expenditure incurred on the 

biHIdings for the -. 7. 

Effect on India’s sterling balances on the 

establishment of the . 180. 

Financial implications of the establish 
ment of the — — . 126. 

Position of Government of India in rel«<- 

tion to . 86. 

Special Trains — 

Question re issue of upper dlass tickets on 
the Murshidabad-Lalgola section of the 

• B. & A. R. and the booking of on 

that section. 8-9. 

Sri Sriniyasa Sarma and Party— 

Question re publication of the diary of 

for the period of their tours, on behalf 
of India. 185. 

Srivastava, Hon. Sir Jwala Prasai>— 

Motion re food situation. 193. 194, 198, 

211-17. 

Stalin, M. — 

Question re presentation of a token of ap. 

preciation to on behalf of India. 

180. , 
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Staotinu Commitikb tor the Food Dspart- 
ment — 

Motion for election of members. 34-36. 
Election of members. 122. 

Starvation — 

Question re- 
condition of scarcity and number of 

deaths due to in Bengal. ^83. 

Number of deaths due to — - — in Cal- 
cutta. 83. 

Number of deaths from in Bengal. 

176-76. 

Statement — 

Question re — 

Secretary of State’s on food short- 

age in Bengal. 77-78. 

of Dr, Shyama Prosad Mukherjee 

regarding the free carriage of food- 
grains by the Scindia Company. 185. 
— — of Mr. Amery regarding utilisation 
of the profits made by the Government 
of Bengal out of the purchases of 
wheat. 127-28. 

of Mr. Suhrawardy regarding trans- 
port arrangements for foodgrains in 
Bengal. 71. 

Statement (laid on the table) re — 

Amendments to the British Baluchistan 
Mptor Vehicles Buies, 1940. 9. 

Appropriation Accounts (Civil), 1941-42, 
and Audit Beport, 1943, with Commer- 
cial Appendix. 13. 

Appropriation Accounts (Defence Services), 
1941-42, with Commercial Appendix, li 
Appropriation Accounts (P. & T.), 1941- 
42, and Audit Beport, 1942. 13. 
Appropriation Accounts. (Bailways), 1941- 
42, Parts I and II. 13. 

Audit Beport, Defence Services, 1943. 13. 

Balance Sheets of Bailway Collieries and 
Statements of all-in costs of coal, 1941-42. 
13. 

Capital Statements, Balance Sheets of State 
Bailways, 1941-42. 13. , 

Corrections to Appropriation Accounts 
(Civil), 1941-42, and Audit Beport, 1943. 
13. 

Corrections to Appropriation Accounts 
(Bailways), 1941-42. 13. 

Correction to Commercial Appendix to the 
Appropriation Accounts (Civil), 1941-41 
and the Audit Beport, 1943. 13. 

Corrections to the Capital Statements, etc., 
of State Bailways for 1941-42, 13. 

Corrections to the Bailway Audit Beport, 
1943. 13. . 

Declarations of Exemption under section 
of the Begistration of foreigners Act, 
1939. 10-13, 185-86. 

Finance Accounts, 1941-42, and Audit Re- 
port, 1943. 13. 

Railway Audit Report, 1943. 13. 

Stenographers — 

See “Muslim 

Sterling Balances — 

Question re effect on India’s — on the 
establishment of the South E^t Asia 
Command. 180. 

Btores — 

Question re made available to civil 

authorities by the militait. 18 t. 


iTRATEN^YER, MaJOR-GeNBRAL GeOROB E.— 

Question re appointment of as Theatre 

Air Officer in India, Burma and China. 
18. 

Sugar Factories — 

Information (laid on the table) re in 

North Bihar. 9-10. 

Iuhrawardy, Mr. — 

Question re statement of regarding 

transport arrangements for fooi^grains in 
Bengal. 71. 

SuKKUR Barrage Debt— 

Question re position of 176. 

luppLY Department — 

Information (laid on the table) re . 

10 . 

Question rc — 

Appointment of a junior officer as offi- 
ciating Additional Financial Adviser, 

• . 

Gazetted appointments in the Informa- 
tion and Broadcasting, Food and 
(s). 27-29. 

Number and value of contracts given to 

Indian and European firms bv the . 

181. ^ 

Furrhases of textiles by the . 26. 

Quantum and value of textiltes bought 
by the — “ for foreign countries. 26- 
26. 

Supply Road— 

Question rc new on India’s eastern 

frontier. 81-82. 

Swimming Pool — 

Question rc use of in the Lady Har- 

dmge Medical College, New Delhi, bv 
males. 125. 


T 

Taxes— 

Question re sharing of all collection of 

by Central Government with Provincial 
Governments. 181. 

Taxpayers — 

See “Muslim 

Tea Control (Sec?ond Amendment) Bill— 

See “Indian ’» under “Bm”' 

Territories — 

Question rc claim on behalf of India for 
■ won from the enemy. 86 
Textile — 


Ej^ort of and other piece-goods to 

Turkey. 16. 

Purchases of by the Supply Depart- 

ment. 26. 

Quantum and value of bought by 

the Supply Department for foreign 
countries. 25-26. ^ 

Quantum and value of exported on 

non-Goyernment account. 26. 

O^^^cer in India, Burma and 

Question re appointment of Major-General 
George E. Stratemeyer as — Ift 
TiCKErrs— ’ 

Question rc issue of upper clasei on 

^^Jslildabad-Lalgola section of the 
& N. B. and the booking of special 
trains on that section. 8 - 9 . 

Token of AppRECiATrpN— 

Question rc presentation of « — to M 
Stalin on behalf of India. 180. 
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Tkansportation for Life— . 

Question re number of persons tried under 
the Special Criminal Courts Ordinance 
and number sentenced to death or ■ 

19. 

Trenches— 

See “Slit 

Trinidad— ,, 

See “Agent to the Government of India . 
Troops — 

See “Adian 

Trunk Calls— 

Question re making of from outlying^. 

post offices. 78. 

Tufnell-Barreit, Hon. Mr. H. — 

Indian Boilers (Amendment) BiLl — 

Motion to consider. 138. 

Motion to pass. 138. 

Mines' Maternity Benefit (Amendment) 

Bill- 

Motion to consider. 138. 

Motion to pass. 139. 

Motor Vehicles (Drivers) Amendment 

Bill- 


Amendment 


Vacahon— , . j 

Question rc summer - of the Feaerai 
Court. 159. 

Vegetable Product (Excise Duty) Bill— 

See “ ” under “Bill’*. 

VlCaSRQY, H. E. THE— , 

Address by to the Members of the 

Central Legislature. 1-11. 

Viceroy’s Commissioned Officers — 

Question re pay and allowances of British 

Warrant Officers and Sergeants and . 

23-24. 

Visitors — 

Question rc — 

Home Secretary’s promise to write to 
Provincial Governments about permit- 
ting non-official to see security 

prisoners. 135. ^ 

Visits of non-official to jails in 

which security prisoners are detained in 
Chief Commissioners* and other pro- 
vinces. 135-36. 


Motion to consider. 139. 

Motion to pass. 139. 

Oath of Office. 13. 

War Injuries (Compensation Insurance) 
Bill — 

Motion to consider. 247, 248, 249. 

Motion to pass. 249. 

TuNiau— 

See “Allied Shipping”. 

See “Foodorains”, 

Tyson, Hon. Mb. J. D.— 

Delhi University (Amendment) Bill- 
Consideration of clause 5. 319, 321-24. 

326, 327-30, 

Consideration of iclauso 6. 335-36. 


Wagon Allotment — 

Question re for war supplies, etc. 162. 

War Injuries (Compensation Insurance) 
Bill— 

See “ ” under “Bill”. 

Warrant Officers— 

See “British ”. 

War SrruATiON— 

Motion re . 157. 

Question re . 13. 

War Supplies — 

Question re wagon allotment for etc. 

162. 

Washington — 


Consideration of clause 7. 338-39. 
Consideration of clause 8. 339. 
(Consideration -of clause 10. 339-40. 
Consideration of clause 16. 346, 347, 348, 
360-51, 352, 352-53, 364, 355, 356, 357, 
358, 359, 362, 365, 366, 368, 370, 371. 
374, 376, 377, 379-80, 382, 383, 384, 387, 
390-91, 392. 

Oath of Office. 285 

u 

Uganda — 

See “Cotton”. 

Unton of Sottth Africa — 

See Defence Forces of the 

United Kingdom Commercial Corporation — 
Question rc — 

Activities of the . 16-17, 29. 

Export of cotton piecegoods and yarn by 

tlie . 28-29. 

United Nations Conference — 

Question re on Food and Agriculture 

at Hot Springs. 179. 

U. S. A.- 
Sce “Meat”. 

U. T. C.- 

See “BenUres University'*. 

V 


See “Information Officjcr”. 

Wavell, Viscount— 

Congratulations to on his appointment 

as Viceroy and Governor General of 
India. 35-40. 

Telegram from ^ thanking the members 

of the Council of State for their congra- 
tulations. 185. 

Wheats 

Question re wholesale prices of — - and 
rice in principal (capital) cities of pro- 
vinces. 26-27. 

Whipping — 

(^uestiori, re number of martial law prisoners 
sentenced to in Sind. 19. 

WiLLKiE, Mb. Wendell— 

Question re . 103. 

Wood, Major-General the Hon. E.— 

Motion re food situation. 186-92, 195, 196 
210, 225, 233, 237-42. 

Oath of Office. 13. 

Y 

Yarn — 

Question re — 

Exports of cotton piecegoods and by 

the United Kingdom Commercial Cor- 
. pofhtion. 28-29, 

20s. count . 48. 


Vacancies— 

Short notice question re reservation of 
8*^ per cent. — for Scheduled Caste 
candidates. 245-46. 


Yuveraj Dutta Singh, Hon. Raja— 

Question re — 

Activities of the United Kingdom Com- 
mercial Corporation. 16-17, 29. 
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Kniployment of women for work in 
underground mines. 16-17. ^ 

Escape of security prisoner Revati Ran- 
jan Chakravarty from Red Fort, Delhi, 
17-18. 

Establishment of a permanent Empire 
Council. 74. 

Execution of four Indian civilians as 
enemy agents of Japan. 127. 

Export of textile and other piece-goods 
to Turkey. 16. 

Extension of the jurisdiction of Federal 
Court. 17. 

Feeding of the United Nations armies in 

^oo nil respective countries. 

128-29. 

Financial implications of the establish- 
ment of the South East Asia Command 
in India. 126. 

Flight of capital and migration of fac- 
tories, etc. 70. 

Flood disaster in Ajmer-Merwara. 69- 

70. 

Implications of Lend-Lease operations. 

68. _ . T . 

Import of goods for civilian use in India. 

71. 

Indian Commercial Mission to Argen- 
tina. 67. 

Indian Air Training Corps in the Uni- 
versities. 78-79. 

Indian prisoners of war in Italy. 70. 
Indian settlers in Mauritius. 179-80. 
Instructions regarding maintenance of 
Hindu orphans in Bengal by Hindus. 
78. 

Instructions to Indian authorities in CJ. 
S. A. to arrange for shipment of food- 
grains to India. 78. 

Invitation of representative Indian editors 
and journalists to visit Britain. 2. 
Membership of India of the Inter-Gov- 
ernmental Committee on refugees. 77. 
Message from His Majesty the King to 
General D. Eisenhower on the victory 
in Sicily. 67. 

Ministerial staff of the Cypher Bureau. 


New supply road on India's eastern fron- 
tier. 81-82. 

News of Indian prisoners of war in 
Japanese hands. 232-33. 

Number of deaths from starvation in 
Bengal. 176-76. 

Observations by Sir Colin Garbett re- 
garding profiteering in wheat supplies. 
123-25. • 

Observations of His Excellency the 
Viceroy at the general meeting of the 
All-India Cattle Show Society. 68. 


Occupation of the buildings of the t^eo- 
tral Government by the Burma Gov- 
ernment. 77. 

Opinion of the Chief Justice of India 
regarding the enlargement of the juris- 
diction of? the Federal Court. 176. 
Plan for a direct air service between New 
IJork and India. 6. • 

Pcaition of Sukkur Barrage debt. 176. 
Price of and manufacture of XE loco- 
motives. 18-19. 

Profits made by various Provincial Govern- 
ments by selling foodgrains. 177-79. 
Proposal of Sind Government to proscribe 
the Satyarth Prakash. 126. 

Proposed constniction uf a tunnel through 
the Delhi Ridge. 68-69. 

Proposed appointment of a High Com- 
missioner of Australia in India. 177. 
Remarks made by Mr. Paul Appleby at 
the United Nations Food Conference 
at Hot Springs. 129. 

Remarks of Sardar Baldev Singh on the 
food crisis in Bengal. 74-76. 

Report of the delegate of India to the 
Hot Springs Conference. 2. 
Representation of India at the Empire 
Air Conference. 127. 

Representation of India in the United 
Nations Commission for the investi- 
gation of war crimes. 177. 

Resignation by Mr. Blair of his appoint- 
ment of Chief Secretary, Bengal. 129. 
Sale of British subjects as slaves in 
Mecca. 4-5. 

Secretary of State’s statement on food 
shortage in Bengal. 77-78. 

Speech of Sir Stanley Reed in the House 
regarding the easement in 
the British finance effected by the gene- 
rosity of the Indian Government. 1-2. 
‘statement of Mr. Amery regarding uti- 
lisation of the profits made by the 
Government of Bengal out of the pur- 
chases of wheat. 127-28. 

Statement of Mr. Suhrawardy regarding 
transjiort arrangements for foodgrainS 
in Bengal. 71. 

Statement on war situation. 2-4. 

Status and privileges of Indians in re- 
constructed Burma. 72. 

Supply of Australian wheat to India. 
81. 

Text of agreement for. and India’s pai'ti. 
cipation in, the United Nations Belief 
and Rehabilitation Administration. 125. 
Transfjort of rico from Karachi to Bengal 
by the Scindia Steam Navigation Com- 
pany. 126-27. 

Use of swimming pool in the Lady 
Hardinge Medical College, New Delhi, 
by males. 125. ’ 
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